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TUSCANia 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Drahota, Frank 

1895 MN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Frank Drahota – Find A Grave 173221076 

 



2 
 

 

 
Find A Grave 173221076 

 
  

   
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WCHH-
6?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPJG-

658K&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 



3 
 

 

 

 
WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-

918J-JV8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BFD-
5TT2&action=view&cc=1968530&lang=en 

 

 

 
US, WWI American Expedtionary Forces Deaths - MN  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JC-
P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-

ZW8Y&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en 
 

 
Life 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-918J-JV8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BFD-5TT2&action=view&cc=1968530&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-918J-JV8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BFD-5TT2&action=view&cc=1968530&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-918J-JV8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BFD-5TT2&action=view&cc=1968530&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JC-P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-ZW8Y&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JC-P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-ZW8Y&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JC-P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-ZW8Y&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
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List continues – Albert Lea MN  
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Minneapolis MN  
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Excerpts -  Davenport IA 
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Minneapolis MN 
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Moorhead MN 
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Bemidji MN  
 

 

 
 

 
Father   
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Reports of Deaths of American Citizens Abroad - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1616/images/31070_171209-
00319?pId=146282&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Ffamily-

tree%2Fperson%2Ftree%2F20658773%2Fperson%2F1336738292%2Ffacts%2Fcitation%
2F4652867809%2Fedit%2Frecord 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1616/images/31070_171209-00319?pId=146282&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Ffamily-tree%2Fperson%2Ftree%2F20658773%2Fperson%2F1336738292%2Ffacts%2Fcitation%2F4652867809%2Fedit%2Frecord
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1616/images/31070_171209-00319?pId=146282&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Ffamily-tree%2Fperson%2Ftree%2F20658773%2Fperson%2F1336738292%2Ffacts%2Fcitation%2F4652867809%2Fedit%2Frecord
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1616/images/31070_171209-00319?pId=146282&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Ffamily-tree%2Fperson%2Ftree%2F20658773%2Fperson%2F1336738292%2Ffacts%2Fcitation%2F4652867809%2Fedit%2Frecord
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1616/images/31070_171209-00319?pId=146282&backurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2Ffamily-tree%2Fperson%2Ftree%2F20658773%2Fperson%2F1336738292%2Ffacts%2Fcitation%2F4652867809%2Fedit%2Frecord
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Siblings: 
 
 

 

Brother Theodore Drahota (1888-1946) – Sioux City IA  
 

 

 Sioux City IA 
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Sioux City IA 

 

Arlington NE 
 

 
 

 
Sioux City IA 
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Worthington MN 
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Brother Harry Drahota Sr. (1893-1965)  

 



16 
 

 

 
Sioux City IA -https://www.newspapers.com/image/509186206/ 

 

 Sioux City IA 
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Sister Frances Drahota Bunderle (1897-1966) -  Worthington MN 
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Brother William Drahota (1898-1923) –  

 

 
Sioux City IA 
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Sioux Falls SD 
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Worthington MN 

Sister Matilda (Tillie) Jeanette Drahota Weiss (1902-1976) – 
 

 

 Worthington MN 
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 Worthington MN 
Brother Adolf Carl Drahota Jr. (1906-1956) –  
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Sister Marie Dorothy Drahota Parks (1912-2013) -  
Sacramento CA 
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Location of the Drahota family home in Europe – Kácov, Kutná Hora, Central Bohemian 

Region, Czech Republic as of 2025 – situated 29 miles southeast of Prague 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C3%A1cov 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

Name: Frank Drahota 
Name variations: Frank Dragota 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking 
of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Jackson, Jackson MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frank Drahota 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Adolph Drahota, RR 5, Jackson MN  
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried in Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland, grave 25, as 
Frank Dragota  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Frank Drahota 
Rank: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Frank Drahota - b. 8 Oct 1895 Jackson MN; res: 
Jackson, Jackson MN. Single. Farmer, employed by father & mother, Des Moines township, 
Jackson Co. MN. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Born 8 Oct 1895 – died 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Jackson MN 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Sep 1895 Jackson Co. MN (WWI draft card & Veterans Administration Military Index: 
8 Oct 1895) Jackson Co. MN  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 173221076, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Jackson, Jackson MN 
Cemetery: Riverside 
Tombstone: “Co. D 6 Bn 20 Eng. / Torpedoed on U.S. transport Tuscania / Feb. 5, 1918” 
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Father:  Adolph/Adolf Carl Drahota, Sr., 22 Aug 1861 Kacov, Bohemia [Kácov, Kutná Hora, 
Central Bohemian Region, Czech Republic as of 2020] - 30 Aug 1931 Cesky Brod, 
Czechoslovakia [Kácov, Kutná Hora, Central Bohemian Region, Czech Republic as of 
2020].  
Naturalized 26 Sep 1906 in Jackson Co. MN.  
Died in the General Public Hospital, Cesky Brod, Czechoslovakia, of tuberculosis.  
Buried in Kácov, Czechoslovakia.  
When he died, his brother-in-law, Jan Masek of Kourim, Czechoslovakia, shipped his 
personal effects to Adolph’s son, Theodore Drahota, the register of deeds in Jackson MN. 
He had held US passport #409132, issued 19 Jun 1931 & then cancelled (after his death) on 
25 Nov 1931.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Maria (Mary) Masek Drahota, Oct 1864 or 22 Aug 1865 (also found as 1863) 
Bohemia (Czechoslovakia) – 30 Apr 1928 Jackson Co. MN.  
Daughter of Hynek Masek & Frances Cihak.  
Believe she is the Marie Drahota buried in Riverside Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN but 
with an incorrect birth year of 1886 and a correct death year of 1928. 
Find A Grave: likely 173223550 
Parents’ marriage: 28 Mar 1884 Bohemia/Czechoslovakia 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L9HQ-4F4/adolf-carl-jr.-drahota-1906-
1956 

• Agnes Drahota, 16 Aug 1884 Bohemia – 1884 Bohemia. In family tree at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/104490167/person/170040140651/facts 

• Theodore Drahota, 22 Oct 1888 Kacov, Czechoslovakia/Bohemia – 22 Jul 1946 
Jackson Co. MN. – He is listed as Bochosh in the 1900 census & Bohemil in the 1910 
census. (Spellings approximate due to handwriting.) - Married 20 Jan 1914 in 
Jackson Co. MN to Laura Clara Worshek (1891-1976). - WWI draft (1917) – was 
assistant cashier, Jackson National Bank, married with 2 children. - “Sioux City (IA) 
Journal” 21 Mar 1932 p 3 – Theodore Drahota was elected a director at the annual 
meeting of the Peoples Co-Operative Co. in Jackson MN. - “Terril (IA) Record” 21 
May 1936 p 6 – Theodore Drahota was elected president of the Jackson Building & 
Loan Association. “Sioux City (IA) Journal” 16 Mar 1938 p 3 – Theodore Drahota, 
register of deeds for Jackson Co. MN, filed for re-election. He has been in the office 
for several days. [Also in Apr 1933] - On WWII draft card (1942): retired register of 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L9HQ-4F4/adolf-carl-jr.-drahota-1906-1956
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L9HQ-4F4/adolf-carl-jr.-drahota-1906-1956
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deeds, Jackson Co. MN, now weed inspector for Jackson Co. MN. – According to 
Laura’s obituary, she is buried in Good Shepherd Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN.  

• Stephanie Drahota, 1892-1892, presumably in Bohemia (Czechoslovakia) 
• Harry Drahota, Sr., 2 Mar 1893 Bohemia (Czechoslovakia) – 17 Mar 1965 Jackson 

Co. MN. – His obituary says he came to the U.S. at age 1. - Married 19 Jan 1915 in 
Jackson Co. to Julia Whisney (1896-1976, F: 173221716). She was his neighbor, 
living with her parents, in the 1900 census - “Sioux City (IA) Journal” 16 Dec 1924 p 3 
– While deepening a well in Hunter township, Jackson Co., workmen found bottles 
of 4% beer in perfect condition which had been buried many years ago. “Deepening 
wells soon will become a popular pastime if the experience of workmen on a 
Jackson county farm is often repeated.” [Is this the same well in which his brother 
William died?] - “Lake Park (IA) News” 22 May 1952 p 7 – Entertaining at the 
Dickinson Co. Farm Bureau dance was Harry Drahota & his Bohemian Band. - 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN. F: 173221096  

• Frances (Franny/Fanny/Frances) Drahota Bunderle, 15 Dec 1897 Jackson Co. MN – 
27 Jun 1966 St. Peter, Nicollet Co. MN. - Married William Frank Bunderle (1897-
1969, F: 211005729) on 19 Apr 1922 in Jackson Co. MN – Institutionalized in the St. 
Peter State Hospital (psychiatric hospital, once called the hospital for the criminally 
insane) for almost 30 years before her death in that institution. - Buried in Riverside 
Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN. F: 168798752 

• William (“Willie”) Drahota, 31 Dec 1898 MN – 11 Sep 1923 Jackson Co. MN. - He and 
father Adolph were digging a well using dynamite to blast rocks. William went into 
the well while his father waited at top. When Adolph called to him, William did not 
answer so William’s older brother was lowered into the well with a rope tied around 
his waist, carrying another rope to tie to William. The brother signaled to his father 
to be drawn up; he was unconscious when he got to the surface. He had tied the 
rope to William, who was pulled up to the surface but was dead. A doctor 
determined William had died from inhaling gas, which was likely the result of the 
dynamite explosion. - (Covered in Estherville IA newspaper).  - “Sioux Falls (SD) 
Argus Leader” 17 Sep 1923 p 3 – in Jackson MN, William Drahota, 32, was overcome 
by gas & died while working on a well on his father’s farm in Hunter township. His 
brother was also stricken & was brought to the surface unconscious. - Buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN. F: 173223625 

• Matilda Jeanette (“Tillie”) Drahota Weiss, 10 Mar 1902 Jackson Co. MN – 1 Mar 1976 
Lakefield, Jackson MN (in Lakefield Hospital). - Married 5 Sep 1935 in Chicago, Cook 
IL to Nathan A. Weiss (1906-1997, F: 188805747). – They moved to Jackson MN in 
1968. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Jackson, Jackson MN as Tillie. F: 173223572 

• Adolf Carl Drahota, Jr., 12 May 1906 Alpha, Jackson MN – 18 Apr 1956 Jackson Co. 
MN. – “Adolphe” found as variation of 1st name. - Married 22 Jun 1927 to Marie 
Lorraine Vrchota (1908-1986, F: 281267305) in Veblen, Marshall SD. – His wife died 
on her 78th birthday, at the local senior citizen center, as party attendees were 
singing “Happy Birthday” to her. Buried in Good Shepherd Cemetery, Jackson, 
Jackson MN. F: 281448191 
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• Marie (May) Dorothy Drahota Parks, 5 Oct 1912 Jackson Co. MN – 2013 Paradise, 
Butte CA. - Marriage: “Sacramento (CA) Bee” 16 Jan 1939 p 13 – married in the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento on 14 Jan 1939 were Miss Marie 
Drahota & Keith R. Parks. She was given in marriage by her eldest brother, Theodore 
Drahota, who came from Jackson MN. After a honeymoon in San Francisco & along 
the coast, the couple will live in Sacramento. Marie came to CA two years ago from 
her home in Jackson MN, where she was educated. Keith is the son of L.V. Parks of 
Sacrament. Keith Richard Parks was b. 9 Jul 1912 Tacoma WA, employee Southern 
Pacific Co. on 1942 WWII draft card, with wife Mrs. Marie Dorthy [sic] Parks. In 1962, 
Keith R. & Marie are in the Sacramento CA city directory, he a carman for the SP Co., 
living at 4936 Date Ave. Keith died in Sacramento CA in 1967. 

 
Notes: 
 
Because of the fluid national lines in the 19th and early 20th centuries, the Drahota family 
birthplaces in Europe may be listed as Bohemia, as Czechoslovakia, or the Czech Republic 
or Czechia or in Austria, as it was part of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Frank Drahota is buried in a Scottish 
seaport 
 
“Little Falls (MN) Herald” 15 Feb 1918 p 5 – Among the Minnesotans who died on Tuscania 
& buried in a Scottish seaport is Frank Drahota of Jackson MN. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Sioux City (IA) Journal” 27 Oct 1920 p 6 – “Bury Two Veterans” – Jackson MN, 26 Oct – Two 
military funeral held for two World War casualties – Frank Drahota, died when the Tuscania 
sunk, and William Lundahl, who died in Germany in the Army. 
 
Obituary: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Des Moines township, Jackson MN – conducted 22 Jun 1900 
Adolph DROCHATA, 38 Bohemia, Aug 1861, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1894, inUS for 
6 years, papers filed for citizenship, married 6 years, farmer 
Marie, 35 Bohemia, Oct 1864, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1864, in US for 6 years, gave 
birth to 7 children, 5 are living 
Bochosh, 11 Bohemia, emigrated 1894, in US for 6 years, at school [Theodore] 
Harry, 9 Bohemia, emigrated 1894, in US for 6 years 
Frank, 4 MN, Sep 1895 
Annie, 2 MN, Dec 1897 
William, 5 months MN, Dec 1899 
The next census entry is for Mike & Annie Whisney. Among their children is Julie, age 4, b. 
MN, Feb 1896. She married Harry Drahota. 
 
1905 MN state census – Des Moines township, Jackson Co. MN – conducted 17 Jun 1905 
Adolph Drahota, 43 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, farmer 
Mary, 41 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia 
Bohemil, 16 Bohemia, farm laborer [this appears to be Theodore] 
Harry, 13 Bohemia 
Frank, 11 MN, farm laborer 
Frances, 8 MN 
Willie, 7 MN 
Otilla, 4 MN [Matilda/Tillie] 
 
1910 Des Moines township, Jackson MN – conducted 30 Apr 1910 
Adolph Drahota, 49 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, in 1st marriage, married 
25 years, emigrated 1894, naturalized, farmer, grain 
Mary, 46 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1894, 
naturalized gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Harry, 17 Bohemia, emigrated 1894, naturalized, farm laborer, home farm 
Frank, 14 MN 
Fannie, 12 MN 
Willie, 10 MN 
Tillie, 8 MN 
Adolph, 6 MN 
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1920 Des Moines township, Jackson MN – Frank has died in WWI – conducted 22/23 Jan 
1920 
Adolph Drahota, 59 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1894, naturalized, farmer, 
grain farm 
Mary, 55 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1894, naturalized 
William, 20 MN, laborer, home farm 
Tillie, 17 MN 
Adolph Jr., 13 MN 
Mary, 7 MN 
 
1930 Jackson, Jackson MN – 112 Bluff Ave. – conducted 3 Apr 1930 
Adolph Drahota, 67 Czechoslovakia, parents b. Czechoslovakia, age 24 at 1st marriage, 
emigrated 1894, no occupation 
Marie D., 17 MN, parents b. Czechoslovakia, no occupation [daughter] 
 


