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TUSCANia 

 

Dignan, Lyle Thomas 
1898 WI – 1970 NV 

 

      
 

“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Wednesday 29 Jul 1970 p 36 
 

 

 Reno NV 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WQ6R-
7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPDH-RB2T 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358386?tid=&pid=&queryId=

98c04bd6-c7ee-4c01-adf7-3c607a2f9967&_phsrc=cPx42241&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WQ6R-7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPDH-RB2T
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WQ6R-7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPDH-RB2T
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358386?tid=&pid=&queryId=98c04bd6-c7ee-4c01-adf7-3c607a2f9967&_phsrc=cPx42241&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358386?tid=&pid=&queryId=98c04bd6-c7ee-4c01-adf7-3c607a2f9967&_phsrc=cPx42241&_phstart=successSource
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WI birth record - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35004821 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35004821
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/15626203 

 
 

 
Life: 

 

 

  
Eau Claire WI 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/15626203
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 Reno NV 
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Wife: 
 

 

 
1st marriage – to James/Jimmie Wayne Curnett in 1935 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/900225447?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=6c9e947a-4d76-4736-b677-

5fb2bb6ea60c&_phsrc=cPx42319&_phstart=successSource 
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Oakland CA 

 



16 
 

 
Napa CA 
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Santa Barbara CA 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Humboldt CA 
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 Los Angeles CA 
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Pomona CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8833/records/201468 
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 Los Angeles CA 
Mary Genevieve Curnett filed for an annulment in Dec 1937 
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Her father John filed for divorce from her mother Berber in Jan 1938 

 

 
Alameda CA 
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 Long Beach CA 
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Santa Maria CA 

 

 
Santa Barbara CA 

 



34 
 

 
Santa Ana CA 
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1st marriage of James W. Curnett to Katherine Lena Burza on 13 Jul 1939 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/901469546?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=e90d041a-3d0b-4e4a-825a-

386dac2496a6&_phsrc=cPx42360&_phstart=successSource 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/641133 

2nd marriage of James W. Curnett to Katherine Lena Burza on 18 Oct 1959 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/641133
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Santa Ana CA –  
Reverted to maiden name – marriage license with Lyle Thomas Dignan in Jan 1939 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/858310?tid=&pid=&queryId
=4efa051b-bbb7-40fd-ad52-3612692db88f&_phsrc=cPx42298&_phstart=successSource 

Marriage to Lyle Thomas Dignan on 7 Feb 1939 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/858310?tid=&pid=&queryId=4efa051b-bbb7-40fd-ad52-3612692db88f&_phsrc=cPx42298&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/858310?tid=&pid=&queryId=4efa051b-bbb7-40fd-ad52-3612692db88f&_phsrc=cPx42298&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/90157881?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=84bb0094-856b-4dea-b45e-
349a356fdfab&_phsrc=cPx42243&_phstart=successSource 

divorce from Lyle Thomas Dignan on 15 Jul 1949 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/90157881?tid=&pid=&queryId=84bb0094-856b-4dea-b45e-349a356fdfab&_phsrc=cPx42243&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/90157881?tid=&pid=&queryId=84bb0094-856b-4dea-b45e-349a356fdfab&_phsrc=cPx42243&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/90157881?tid=&pid=&queryId=84bb0094-856b-4dea-b45e-349a356fdfab&_phsrc=cPx42243&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/905546659 

marriage of Mary G. Dignan to Frank Sherrill Newman on 21 Nov 1950 
 

 

 
Obituary of father – Genevieve’s surname is Carter 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/905546659
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1276224?tid=&pid=&queryId

=53ba2bf8-4ffe-41fa-b011-18cef1eaa788&_phsrc=cPx42296&_phstart=successSource 
On CA Death Index, surname is Chesney 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1276224?tid=&pid=&queryId=53ba2bf8-4ffe-41fa-b011-18cef1eaa788&_phsrc=cPx42296&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1276224?tid=&pid=&queryId=53ba2bf8-4ffe-41fa-b011-18cef1eaa788&_phsrc=cPx42296&_phstart=successSource
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Stepdaughter: 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5247/records/2207478?tid=&pid=&queryId
=b6650091-cdfa-4826-953d-a7279522c82d&_phsrc=cPx42311&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/20472912 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5247/records/2207478?tid=&pid=&queryId=b6650091-cdfa-4826-953d-a7279522c82d&_phsrc=cPx42311&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5247/records/2207478?tid=&pid=&queryId=b6650091-cdfa-4826-953d-a7279522c82d&_phsrc=cPx42311&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/20472912
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60954/records/518613 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8837/records/6740979 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60954/records/518613
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8837/records/6740979
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Father: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3452371 

 

 
Obituary of father Thomas Joseph Dignan – Find A Grave 73534277 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3452371
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Mother 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/92120761?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=c6986361-ca11-436c-99ea-

395f31569a7b&_phsrc=cPx42340&_phstart=successSource 
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Stepmother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91707221 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1388861 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91707221
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1388861
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1194834?tid=&pid=&q

ueryId=ebcbefc6-d861-4c13-a288-
b46b582d59d6&_phsrc=cPx42357&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3486953 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1194834?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebcbefc6-d861-4c13-a288-b46b582d59d6&_phsrc=cPx42357&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1194834?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebcbefc6-d861-4c13-a288-b46b582d59d6&_phsrc=cPx42357&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1194834?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebcbefc6-d861-4c13-a288-b46b582d59d6&_phsrc=cPx42357&_phstart=successSource
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Find A Grave 73534336 
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Siblings: 
 
 

brother Earl Thomas Dignan (1897-1897) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1561/records/1117639 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2454389 
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Brother Harold Alexander Dignan (1899-1980) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358547?tid=160279961&pid
=272094328145&queryId=549e1db3-b634-4f5b-a80a-
e4a00f91a11a&_phsrc=cPx42265&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358547?tid=160279961&pid=272094328145&queryId=549e1db3-b634-4f5b-a80a-e4a00f91a11a&_phsrc=cPx42265&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358547?tid=160279961&pid=272094328145&queryId=549e1db3-b634-4f5b-a80a-e4a00f91a11a&_phsrc=cPx42265&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/358547?tid=160279961&pid=272094328145&queryId=549e1db3-b634-4f5b-a80a-e4a00f91a11a&_phsrc=cPx42265&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1873645 
 

  Escondido CA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1873645
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/110718?tid=160279961
&pid=272094328145&queryId=24a08c21-bc99-495d-9014-
858e7c94769b&_phsrc=cPx42267&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

 
Sister Bernardine Margaret Dignan Tonstad Curd (1906-1982) – 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91140600?tid=1602799
61&pid=272094328152&queryId=ee198f84-8caa-4969-af7b-
599055210983&_phsrc=cPx42273&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91140600?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=ee198f84-8caa-4969-af7b-599055210983&_phsrc=cPx42273&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91140600?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=ee198f84-8caa-4969-af7b-599055210983&_phsrc=cPx42273&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91140600?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=ee198f84-8caa-4969-af7b-599055210983&_phsrc=cPx42273&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1421077 
 

 

 
Brother John Joseph Dignan ( 1910-1936) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/917739?tid=160279961
&pid=272094328152&queryId=3e61b516-e6ee-4119-8f0a-

917edc461f34&_phsrc=cPx42279&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1421077
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/917739?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=3e61b516-e6ee-4119-8f0a-917edc461f34&_phsrc=cPx42279&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/917739?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=3e61b516-e6ee-4119-8f0a-917edc461f34&_phsrc=cPx42279&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/917739?tid=160279961&pid=272094328152&queryId=3e61b516-e6ee-4119-8f0a-917edc461f34&_phsrc=cPx42279&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/198931013 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Lyle Thomas Dignan 
Name variations:  Social Security Death Index lists as Thomas Dignan – used Thomas or 
Thomas L. or L. Thomas Dignan 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - cook 
Serial number: 250,959 
Entered service from: Draper, Sawyer WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lyle Thomas Dignan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Thomas Dignan, Draper WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: Lyle T. Dignan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Thomas Dignan, Draper WI (pvt, Co. A, 107th 
Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Lyle Thomas Dignan - b. 25 Sep 1898 Mellen WI; 
res: 931 Larrabee St., West Hollywood, Los Angeles CA (crossed off) with handwritten 
addition: Rte. 3 Box 176A, Grants Pass OR. NOK J.E. Hitchens, 8960 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles CA. Self-employed at 8960 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles CA. Height: 5’10” 
– weight: 170 lbs. Registered 14 Feb 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 Aug 1917 
Discharged 27 May 191 
Address:  1608 Wash St W, Los Angeles CA 
Rank/unit: private, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Sep 1898 Mellen, Ashland WI  
Died: 27 Jul 1970 Reno, Washoe NV  
Find A Grave record: 105274599, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: Reno, Washoe NV 
Cemetery: Mountain View 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Thomas Joseph Dignan, 1870 Ireland – 30 Aug 1950 Superior, Douglas WI.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Rib Lake, Taylor WI. 
Find A Grave: 73534277   
 
Mother:  Bessie M. Mastain (Masten/Mastin/Maston) Dignan, 1877 Montague, Muskegon MI 
– 1911 Mellen, Ashland WI.  
Daughter of Barney Mastin (this version of his name is the one used on his MI death record, 
1828-1900 but found in other versions) & Mary Butler (1840-1931).  
Listed in 1930 census as “Lizzie” Dignan, 62 MI, married, father b. PA, mother b. NY, living 
with son John, age 19 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. MI.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Rib Lake, Taylor WI. 
Find A Grave: 73534336 
Parents’ marriage: 3 Jul 1896 Rib Lake, Taylor WI. (Bessie’s obituary also states a marriage 
year of 1896.) 
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Stepmother: Elizabeth Alice (“Lizzie”) Hubbard Turnbull Drake Dignan, 24 Aug 1867 WI – 4 
Aug 1951 WI. 
Daughter of Richard Franklin Hubbard & Charlotte Louise Bardon. 
On 7 Dec 1886 in Clark Co. WI, Lizzie Hubbard married Wesley David Turnbull (1865-1943, 
F: 228807407). On 18 Oct 1905 in WI, Wesley married Matilda (Tillie) H. Wick (1883-1970, 
F: 95684257). 
Lizzie Turnbull married Thurman O. Drake (1873 WI – 1918 Hayward, Sawyer WI) who is 
buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Hayward, Sawyer WI, F: 12257429. They married 25 May 
1910 in Sawyer Co. WI.   
In the 1910 census for Hayward, Sawyer WI, conducted 27-30 Apr 1910: 
Thurman Drake, 38 WI, father b. NY, mother b. OH, guide, fishing resorts 
Lizzie Drake, 40 WI, father b. PA, mother b. NY [wife]. 
The census notes they had been married for 1 month.  
In the 1920 census for Hayward, Sawyer WI, conducted 12 Jan 1920: 
Lizzie Drake, 51 WI, father b. PA, mother, widow 
Richard Turnbull, 25 WI, father b. IN, mother b. WI, single, chauffeur, private family [son] 
Mary Turnbull, 23 WI, father b. IN, mother b. WI, single, operator, telephone company 
[daughter 
Loyal Drake, 4 years 9 months MN, father b. CA, mother b. WI [grandson] 
Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Hayward, Sawyer WI. 
Find A Grave: 132955933 
Stepmother’s marriage: Lizzie Drake married Thomas Dignan on 16 May 1926 in Barron Co. 
WI.  
 
Spouse: Mary Genevieve Brockman Curnett (annulment) Dignan Newman Carter Chesney, 
11 Sep 1917 MO -   13 Feb 1981 El Dorado Co. CA.        
Daughter of John Alonzo Brockman (17 May 1882 MO – 13 May 1959 Alameda Co. CA) & 
(Lillian) Berbie L. Cooper (30 Sep 1884 MO – 30 Jul 1978 Los Angeles Co. CA). Her father 
was a doctor. 
Also known as Genevieve. 
SSN 560-26-7330. 
Also found using name Genevieve.  
In the 1930 census for Hawthorne, Los Angeles CA: 
John A. Brockman, 47 MO, doctor 
Berbie L., 45 MO [wife] 
Mary J., 12 MO [daughter] 
On 7 Oct 1935 in Los Angeles Co., Mary G. Brockman (age 18) married Jimmie W. Curnett, 
age 18. James Wayne Curnett was actually age 17; this marriage was annulled in Dec 1937. 
Mary’s mother Berber Brockman did not like her young son-in-law & in Jan 1937 was 
charged for attempted murder by pudding (chocolate) for forcing him to eat a biteful of the 
strychnine-laced pudding on 2 Jan 1937 in Hawthorne CA. He staggered out into the street 
where he collapsed & was hospitalized. She had also made him write suicide notes, 
claiming this was a “parlor game.” She also tried to lock Jimmie in a closet.  
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There are numerous newspaper articles about this case, in which Mary Brockman Curnett 
was a reluctant witness against her mother. While her mother was described as having 
straggly hair & feverish eyes, Mary was described in newspapers several times as “flat-
chested.”  
Berber Brockman was found guilty & sentenced to 1-20 years in the CA women’s state 
prison in Tehachapi CA. Mary’s father John divorced Berber in Jan 1938. Berber Brockman 
requested clemency in Jan 1940. In Aug 1943, released from prison, she was the first ex-
convict in CA to file for a “certificate of rehabilitation” after the CA Legislature had passed 
legislation instituting this procedure.  
Jimmie & Mary’s daughter Loretta Anne Curnett was born 12 Feb 1937 in Los Angeles Co. 
CA.  
Mary and James Curnett divorced in Dec 1937.   
James Wayne Curnett was born 20 Mar 1918 CA & died 11 Jan 1997 CA. He is buried in 
Riverside National Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA, F: 545415. He was the son of Tom 
Curnett & Ida Ellen Buckelew. On 13 Jul 1939 in CA, Jimmie/James married Katherine Lena 
Burza for the 1st time on 13 Jul 1939 in CA & the 2nd time on 18 Oct 1959 in Los Angeles Co. 
CA. She listed her surname as “Burza” on both records. 
Mary was age 21 in Feb 1939. 
In the 1950 census for Bethel, Lane OR, conducted 15 Apr 1950: 
Fred S. Newman, 36 VA, brakeman, railroad 
Mary G. Newman, 32 MO [wife] 
Loretta A. Curnet [Curnett], 13 CA [stepdaughter] 
Although Mary listed herself as married to Fred S. Newman on 15 Apr 1950 in the census, 
their marriage occurred 21 Nov 1950 in Clark Co. WA. Both were residents of Eugene OR. 
Both were divorced; it was the 3rd marriage for both. He was a brakeman for the SPS, son of 
A.M. Newman (deceased) & --- Phillippi, born in VA, age 36. Mary G. Dignan was age 33, a 
housewife, daughter of John A. Brockman & --- Cooper. She & both her parents were born 
in MO. 
Fred Sherrill Newman (6 Mar 1914 VA – 9 May 1960 VA) is buried in Round Hill Cemetery, 
Marion, Smyth VA, F: 67291052. He was the son of Anderson Miles Newman & Ardellia 
Regina Phillipi. 
In 1959, when her father died, she is listed as “Genieve Carter” in his obituary.  
Died in 1981 with the surname Chesney.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 7 Feb 1939 Orange Co. CA. 
Lyle Thomas Dignan, age 40, b. WI, son of Thos. J. Dignan & Bessie Masten, resident West 
Hollywood, Los Angeles CA & Mary Genevieve Brockman, age 21, b. MO, daughter of John 
A. Brockman & Berbie L. Cooper. Resident of West Hollywood, Los Angeles CA. Married in 
Santa Ana CA by a Presbyterian minister. 
Divorced: 15 Jul 1949 in Josephine Co. OR. Thomas Lyle Dignan, resident of Josephine Co. 
OR & Mary Genevieve Dignan, resident of Lane Co. OR. Claimed to have married in 1938. 
The plaintiff was the husband; the divorce was awarded to the husband. No children were 
involved. The divorce was not contested. 
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Stepdaughter: 
• Loretta Anne Curnett Reed Shirley Ryan, 12 Feb 1937 Los Angeles Co. CA - . – 

Loretta Curnett married Rodney F. Reed on 8 Jan 1955 in Orange Co. CA. – Loretta 
Anne Reed married Byron Richard Shirley on 2 Dec 1963 in Carson City NV. Listed 
as surviving stepdaughter Loretta Shirley of Placerville CA in Lyle’s 1970 obituary. 
Loretta & Byron divorced 22 Apr 1970 in Miami-Dade Co. FL. – Their son Michael 
Kevin Shirley (1961 Placerville, El Dorado CA – 3 Jan 2015 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Co. OK) has Find A Grave 140940880).  At the time of Michael Shirley’s death in 
2015, he was survived by his mother, Loretta & her husband Jackie D. Ryan of 
Seminole,  

  
Siblings: Lyle was the oldest child (or perhaps oldest surviving child). His mother indicates 
in the 1910 census that she had given birth to 6 children, 3 of whom were living. Three are 
listed in that census: Lyle, Harold, Bernadine. John is born later that year. Earl was born & 
died in 1897.   

• Earl Thomas Dignan, ca. Apr 1897 – 14 Sep 1897 Montague, Muskegon MI. Died at 
the age of 5 months from cholera infantum. 

• Harold Alexander Dignan, 16 Dec 1899 Mellen, Ashland WI – 20 Nov 1980 Vista, San 
Diego CA. In WWII draft residing in Chicago, Cook IL with NOK Mary V. Dignan. 
Husband of Mary VeronicaLong  (1907 IN -1974 CA, F: 202645421) whom he married 
14 Aug 1934 in Chicago, Cook IL. - Buried in Eternal Hills Memorial Park, Oceanside, 
San Diego Co. CA. F: 202645408 

• Irene E. Dignan, 18 Apr 1902 WI – 16 Aug 1905 Rib Lake, Taylor WI. Buried in 
Lakeview Cemetery, Rib Lake, Taylor WI. F: 73534431 

• Bernadine Margaret Dignan Tonstad Curd, 6 Dec 1906 WI – 20 Dec 1982 Iron River, 
Bayfield Co. WI. - Married Sigurd Oliver (“Siggy”) Tonstad (1892-1968, F: 98178325) 
on 28 Aug 1927 in the Congregational Church at Hayward, Sawyer WI. Their son was 
Lawrence Sigurd Tonstad (1928-2016).  In the 1930 census, Sigurd, Bernardine & 
Lawrence are living in Hayward WI. - Presumably divorced because when Sigurd 
Tonstad’s obituary is published in the “Madison Capital Times” 30 Nov 1968 p 17 
(and Bernardine is still alive), there is no mention of her.-  Wife of Laurie C. Curd 
(1913-1983, F: 10959520). – Bernardine Curd is buried in Clam Lake Cemetery, 
Clam Lake, Ashland WI with husband Laurie Curd & their baby (born/died 1945). F: 
10959528 

• John Joseph Dignan, 17 Sep 1910 Dunham, Gogebic MI – 18 Mar 1946 St. Louis Co. 
MN. In 1930 & 1940 census & on 1942 draft card, resident of Hayward, Sawyer WI. - 
Husband of Allene Irene Collette (later Nelson) (1914-2007, F: 227284572) whom he 
married 25 Jun 1936 in Sawyer Co. WI.  Allene married 9 Dec 1951 to Kenneth 
Eugene Nelson (1903-1979, F: q124474316). His mother “Lizzie Dignan” is living 
with him in 1930.  – Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Hayward, Sawyer WI. F: 
243741496 
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Notes: Birthname was Thomas Lyle Dignan. Social Security notes his name at time of 
death was Thomas Dignan.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 21 Feb 1918 p 6 – a survivor: Dignan, L.T., Draper 
 
Post-war: 
 
1924 CA voter registration – Los Angeles CA 
Dignan, Lyle T., cook, Republican, resident of 1608 W. Washington st. 
 
1930 CA voter registration – Los Angeles CA 
Tom Dignan, cook, Republican, resident of 8807 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
 
1941 Los Angeles CA city directory 
Dignan, Lyle T. (Mary), restaurant at 8960 Santa Monica Blvd., resident of 931 Larrabee 
 
1942 CA Voter Registration (and other dates also available online) 
Lyle T. Dignan, 935 Larrabee St., Los Angeles, Democrat, cook 
Mrs. Genevieve Dignan, 935 Larrabee St., Los Angeles, Democrat, housewife 
 
1956 Reno NV city directory: 
Dignan, Thos., porter, Riverside Hotel. Resident of 32 W. Commercial Row. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Reno [NV] Gazette-Journal" 29 Jul 1970 p 36 – Lyle T. Dignan, age 72, of 547 Ralston St., 
Reno NV, died in a Reno hospital. Lived in Reno for 15 years; retired casino porter. WWII 
[sic/WWI] Army veteran; member of VFW. Survived by sister Bernadine Gurd (Curd) & 
brother Harold Dignan,  both of Wentworth WI & stepdaughter Loretta Shirley of Placerville 
CA. Requiem High Mass funeral, with burial in Mountain View Cemetery.  
 
Social Security Number: 562-07-5728 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 
 
1905 WI state census – Rib Lake, Taylor WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Thomas DEGMAN, 35 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, cook 
Bessie, 31 MI, parents b. MI, housewife 
Lyle, 7 WI 
Harold, 6 WI 



60 
 

 
1910 Mellen, Ashland WI – 164 Taylor St. – conducted 25 Apr 1910 
Lyle Thomas DIGMAN, 38 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, 
emigrated 1886, naturalized, cook, woods 
Bessie, 35 MI, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 3 are living 
Lyle, 11 WI 
Harold, 10 WI 
Bernardine, 3 WI 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – Municipal Pier, Motor Transport Corps [US Army] – conducted 10 
Jan 1920 – line 11 
Lyle T. Dignan [indexed as Luly but incorrectly], 21 WI, single, father b. Ireland, mother b. 
MI, cook 
 
1920 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – E. 8th St. – rest of his family – conducted 23 Jan 1920 
Frances Kenny, 63 WI, father b. NY, mother b. IL, widow, head of household 
Her boarders: 
Thomas Dignan, 48 WI, widowed, parents b. Ireland, cook 
Harold Dignan, 20 WI, father b. WI, mother b. MI, cook 
Berardine Dignan, 13 WI, father b. WI, mother b. MI 
Jannie Dignan, 9 WI, father b. WI, mother b. MI 
Frank Becker, age 1 year 11 months WI, parents b. Germany 
 
1930 
 
1940 Beverly Hills, Los Angeles CA – 931 Larrabee - conducted 20 Apr 1940 
L. Thomas Dignan, 41 WI, married, cook, own café, he resided in the same place in 1935 
Mary G., 22 MO, married, waitress, own café, resident of Hawthorne CA in 1935 [wife] 
 
1950 Josephine Co. OR – 1733 Harbick – conducted 20 Apr 1950 
Thomas Dignan, 54 WI, divorced, cook, restaurant 
Lodger with Floyd L. & Carmen McIntyre & family 
 


