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TUSCANia 

 

Dickson, James McDuff 
1890 TX – 1969 TX 

   
 

  
TX, WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-QSV8-

Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
D17G&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-W31D-
6?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5T-

K2HH&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 
TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062787-
01224?pId=61170211 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062787-01224?pId=61170211
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062787-01224?pId=61170211
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/4357591 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts
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 Abilene TX 
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Life: 
 

 

Excerpts -  Houston TX 
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 Austin TX 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wife Lillie Holder: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330039904300/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/1532398 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/1532398
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Abilene TX 

 
 
 

 
Children: 

 

 

Son James LeJeune Dickson (1920-1983) –  
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 Abilene TX 
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Daughter Jennie Avanelle Dickson Dutra (1924-2008) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/105891603 

 
 

 

 Santa Barbara CA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/105891603
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Lompoc CA 
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Abilene TX 

Son Thomas Latamer Dickson (192-1993) 

 
 

  
Denton TX 
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Daughter Eleanor Ann Dickson Stockstill (1932-2016) -  
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Willie Rayburn Dickson, Hooker Franklin Banks, Eddie McQueary Gordon Ex Student 10 18 

2018 
Son Willie Rayburn Dickson (1936-2019) - Find A Grave 239371440 
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Son Norman Lee Dickson (1942-2013) - 
https://obituaries.mineralwellsindex.com/obituary/norman-dickson-729393732 

 

 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330062342927/facts 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_04

11-01929?pId=685754 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330062342927/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/104188841/person/330062342927/facts
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Mother: 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-

01906?pId=21586647 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-01906?pId=21586647
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-01906?pId=21586647
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Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Cordia Ann Dickson Welty (1867-1952) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062416-
00371?pId=22862943 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062416-00371?pId=22862943
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062416-00371?pId=22862943
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/25238809?tid=104188841&p

id=330062343015&queryId=b830bb2e-ed6d-446e-9a95-
a62bcaec9881&_phsrc=cPx42116&_phstart=successSource 

Brother William Thomas Dickson (1870-1896) –  
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/25238809?tid=104188841&pid=330062343015&queryId=b830bb2e-ed6d-446e-9a95-a62bcaec9881&_phsrc=cPx42116&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/25238809?tid=104188841&pid=330062343015&queryId=b830bb2e-ed6d-446e-9a95-a62bcaec9881&_phsrc=cPx42116&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/25238809?tid=104188841&pid=330062343015&queryId=b830bb2e-ed6d-446e-9a95-a62bcaec9881&_phsrc=cPx42116&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Dolphus Lee Dickson (1876-1914) -   
San Angelo TX 

 

 

  Lubbock 
TX 

 
 

Brother Christoppher Franklin Dickson (1880-1939) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22911234 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22911234
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sister Hester Emiline Dickson Mayo (1883-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062526-
02620?pId=22861948 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062526-02620?pId=22861948
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062526-02620?pId=22861948


25 
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Brother Noah Columbus Dickson (1886-1946) -  
 Lubbock TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004145595_01272?pId

=12265501 
 
 
 

 

 
Brother John Jackson Dickson (1888-1917) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6996654?tid=104188841&pi
d=330039904298&queryId=2c1a32a5-ce17-407f-9487-

2a8038da8306&_phsrc=cPx42131&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6996654?tid=104188841&pid=330039904298&queryId=2c1a32a5-ce17-407f-9487-2a8038da8306&_phsrc=cPx42131&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6996654?tid=104188841&pid=330039904298&queryId=2c1a32a5-ce17-407f-9487-2a8038da8306&_phsrc=cPx42131&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6996654?tid=104188841&pid=330039904298&queryId=2c1a32a5-ce17-407f-9487-2a8038da8306&_phsrc=cPx42131&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23153738 

 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23153738
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Name: James McDuff Dickson 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private  
Serial number: 251,416 
Entered service from: Gordon, Palo Pinto TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James M. Dickson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. S.T. Dickson, Gordon TX 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James N. Dickson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Isach/Isaih (the 2 passenger list records 
differ), Dickson, Goran TX (wagoner, Supply Co., 9th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  entered as James McDuff DIXON but signed J.M. 
DICKSON - b. 5 Aug 1891 Gordon TX; res: Rte. 1, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. Single. Farming for 
self, Gordon TX. (partly) dependent father & mother. Tall in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Gordon TX 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as James M. (only) Dickson - b. 5 Aug 1890 Palo Pinto 
TX; res: Rte. 1, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. NOK Mrs. Lillie Gordon. Employed W.P.A. District #7, 
US Courthouse, Fort Worth TX, at Gordon TX. Height: 6’3” – 220 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 
1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as James Mc Duff Dickson 
Enlisted 7 Oct 1917 
Discharged 18 Aug 1919 
Address:  Rt. #1, GordonTX 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Sup Co, 9 Inf 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Aug 1890 Gordon, Palo Pinto Co. TX  
Died: 3 Jun 1969 Weatherford, Parker TX (Senior Citizens Nursing Home)  
Find A Grave record: 30981259, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: Gordon, Palo Pinto TX 
Cemetery: Doty 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas Wagoner US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Noah Thomas Dickson, 30 Mar 1843 Dallas, Lafayette Co. MS – 6 Oct 1924 Gordon, 
Palo Pinto TX.  
Son of Thomas William Dickson & Elizabeth Rayburn (1829-1878) who married in 1842 
when Elizabeth was 13 years old. There are 14 children listed on her Find A Grave record.  
Noah served in the Civil War – Co. E, 1st Regiment, Mississippi Cavalry, Confederate States 
of America.  
Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. 
Find A Grave: 30890019 
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Mother:  Senirah Jane Johnston Dickson, 9 Jul 1851 Dallas Co. MS [alternatively: Water 
Valley, Yelobusha MS] – 5 Mar 1930 Gordon, Palo Pinto TX.  
Daughter of Abel (Abe) Johnston & Ruth Sarah Johnston Frazier. Abel Johnston fought in the 
Civil War for the Confederate States of America. 
Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. 
Find A Grave: 30981278 
Parents’ marriage: 27 Sep 1866 Dallas, Lafayette MS 
 
Spouse:  Lillie Dulcia Holder Dickson, 14 May 1898 Gordon, Palo Pinto TX – 17 Jan 1979 
Eastland Co.TX.  
Daughter of Latimer Holder & Mary Henrietta Edwards. 
Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 30981261 
Marriage: 14 Nov 1919 Montgomery Co. TX. 
 
Children: survived by 3 daughters & 5 sons 

• James LeJeune Dickson, 31 Oct 1920 Gordon, Palo Pinto TX– 29 Jul 1983 Mineral 
Wells, Palo Pinto or Parker Co. TX. - Served in WWII as a private 1st class in the Army. 
- Referred to as LeJeune. - Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 
30981263 

• Jennie Avanelle Dickson Dutra, 17 Sep 1924 Gordon, Palo Pinto TX – 25 Dec 2008 
Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. – Graduate of Gordon (TX) High School in 1942. Moved to CA 
in 1945. Married in CA on 19 Sep 1946 to Alfred Anthony Dutra (1918-1959, F: 
66398259). They obtained a marriage license in Aug 1946 in Santa Barbara CA. – In 
1979 returned to Gordon TX. Alfred was the son of M.P. Dutton of Lompoc CA. -  
Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 6398639 

• Thomas Latamer/Latimer (“Tommy”) Dickson, 16 Oct 1926 Palo Pinto Co. TX – 29 
Dec 1993 Stephenville, Erath TX. – Original birth certificate (and amended version 
on 21 Jan 1983) list his name as Latimer Thomas Dickson. - Served in WWII as a 
private 1st class. – Married Ruby Lee Jones (b. 1932) on 7 Oct 1949.  They obtained a 
marriage license in Sep 1949 in Denton TX.- Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo 
Pinto TX. F: 30981276 

• Eleanor Ann Dickson Stockstill, 24 Oct 1932 Gordon, Palo Pinto Co. TX – 26 Dec 
2016 Palo Pinto Co. TX. - Birth certificate indicates her mother has given birth to 3 
children previously, all of whom are living. - Died at age 84; raised in Gordon TX; 
graduate of Class of 1951. - On 21 Dec 1951 she married William Terrance Stockstill 
in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. - She was survived by her husband, son, daughter & 2 
brothers: Raymond Dickson (wife Bonnie) & Albert Dickson (wife Shirley). – William 
is buried as W.T. (“Stocky”) Stockstill (1929-2017, F: 263742747). - Buried in Doty 
Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 174598421 

• Johnie (Johnnie) Elizabeth Dickson Hansen, 19 Dec 1934 Gordon, Palo Pinto Co. TX 
– 24 Mar 1978 Yuma, Yuma AZ. - SSN 459-48-4352. - Wife of Jerry Wayne Hansen 
(1929-1987, F: 50790362) whom she married 5 Oct 1952 in Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. - 



31 
 

The 1964 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA city directory lists Jerry Hansen & Johnie, 
employee of Douglas [Aircraft], 500 E. Lemon Ave. - Resident of Lompoc CA in Jun 
1969. Deceased by Jul 2019. - Buried in Yuma Cemeter, Yuma, Yuma AZ. F: 
50790363 

• Willie Rayburn Dickson, 29 Dec 1936 Gordon, Palo Pinto Co. TX – 3 Jul 2019 Gordon, 
Palo Pinto TX. – Known as “Rayburn.” - Married to Bonnie Mae Schluter (1937-2022, 
F: 239371057) on 29 Dec 1958 in Rhome TX. – Survivor sibling of his sister Eleanor, 
who died Dec 2016. - Listed as W.R., he was living in Fort Worth TX in Jun 1969. - 
Online obituary at: https://www.microplexnews.com/willie-rayburn-dickson/ The 
obituary lists his pallbearers but no interment.  Says preceded in death by parents 
James McDuff Dickson & Lillie Patricia (Holder) Dickson & 7 siblings (but then says 
brother Albert Dickson & Albert’s wife survive him but obituary also has listed Albert 
as predeceasing him): Lejune Dickson, Tommy Dickson, Albert Dickson, Norman 
Dickson, Jennie Dutra, Elenor [sic] Stockstill & Johnnie Hanson. – Buried in Doty 
Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 239371440 

• Albert Edward Dickson, 7 Jan 1939 Palo Pinto Co. TX. - Married to wife Shirley A. 
Thomas in Santa Barbara CA on 6 Aug 1935. - Survivor of his sister Eleanor, who 
died Dec 2016. In Lompoc CA in Jun 1969. - In his brother Willie’s online obituary, 
Albert is both listed as predeceasing his brother & (with wife Shirley) surviving him. 

• Norman Lee Dickson, 8 Feb 1942 TX – 14 Nov 2013. – Graduate of Gordon (TX) High 
School in 1961. - Husband of Uveila (“Sam”) Christian (1940-2001, F: 30981274) 
whom he married 1 Mar 1979 in Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. Her 1st husband was Burl 
Winfred Davis Sr. (1935-2020, F: 215958792).  - Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, 
Palo Pinto TX. 

 
Siblings: James was the youngest of 10 children. Three of his siblings had died by the 1900 
census. 

• Cordia Ann Dickson Welty, 10 Dec 1867 Dallas, Lafayette MS – 7 Oct 1952 Gordon, 
Palo Pinto Co. TX.-  The 2nd wife of James Matthew Welty (1853-1930, F: 31036705). 
James had married in 1874 to Mary Latechia Moore (1858-1884). – Cordia & James 
married 11 Jan 1885 in Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. - Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, 
Palo Pinto TX. F: 31036700 

• William Thomas (“Tommy”) Dickson, 30 Jan 1870 Jack Co. TX – 19 Mar 1896 Palo 
Pinto Co. TX. – Married Julia Florence Calvert (1869-1946, F: 30981269) on 17 Dec 
1891 in Erath Co. TX; she shares his tombstone. – Married Malcom (“Lit”) Williams 
(1861-1939). - Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 30981271 

• Lafayette Mayo [or Mayo] Dickson, 2 Jul 1872 Jack Co. T – 3 Nov 1873 T. Not listed in 
1880 census. Apparently 1 of the 3 siblings who died by the 1900 census.  

• Dolphus Lee (“Dolph”) Dickson, 5 Mar 1876 Jack Co. TX – 20 May 1914 Palo Pinto 
Co. TX. - Husband of Mary Emma Glenn (1874-1964, F: 53392928) whom he married 
at her home at Mount Zion TX on 28 Jun 1896. - Buried in New Gordon Cemetery, 
Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 53392922 

https://www.microplexnews.com/willie-rayburn-dickson/


32 
 

• Elizabeth Jane Dickson, 30 Jun 1878. Listed in the 1880 census but not in the 1900 
census. May be one of the 3 siblings who died by 1900. 

• Christopher Franklin (“Frank”) Dickson, 25 Dec 1880 Jack Co. TX – 3 Mar 1939 
Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. - Husband of Anna LaDona Zachry (1881-1955, F: 32724613). 
- Buried in New Gordon Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 42337511 

• Hester Emiline Dickson Mayo, 7 Feb 1883 Jack Co. TX – 12 Jun 1958 Mineral Wells, 
Palo Pinto TX. - Wife of Parkiel Samuel (“Parke”) Mayo (1881-1956, F: 49510275) 
whom she married 12 Feb 1905 in Palo Pinto Co. TX. - Buried in New Gordon 
Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 49509578 

• Noah Columbus Dickson, 8 Jul 1886 Gordon, Palo Pinto TX – 18 May 1946 Slaton, 
Lubbock TX. - Husband of Lydia Lee Walker (1888-1970, F: 10687057) whom he 
married in 1906 in Collin Co. TX. - Buried in Englewood Cemetery, Slaton, Lubbock 
TX. F: 10687393 

• John Jackson Dickson, 12 May 1888 Jack Co.  TX – 10 Mar 1917 Gordon, Palo Pinto 
TX. – Married Etta S. Scott (1886-1980, F: 132907010) in 1910 in Gordon, Palo Pinto 
TX. Etta later married Judson Lewis Wartes (1881-1962, F: 132906921). - Died of 
tuberculosis & heart failure. - Buried in Doty Cemetery, Gordon, Palo Pinto TX. F: 
30889945 

 
Notes: 
Online family trees claim a brother named John Monroe Dickson, 1869-1923, but his 
parents are different.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – 1 of the Texans unaccounted for after the 
Tuscania sinking: James M. Dickson, Gordon. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Abilene [TX] Reporter-News" 4 Jun 1969 p 3 - age 78, lifelong resident of Gordon TX, died 3 
Jun in the Senior Citizens Nursing Home in Weatherford TX. Funeral 5 Jun with burial in 
Doty Cemetery. Born 5 Aug 1890 in Gordon TX, the last of 10 children.  WWI veteran, 
member of American Legion. Survived by wife [unnamed], 3 daughters: Mrs. Alva Nell [i.e. 
Avanelle] Dutra (Lompoc CA), Mrs. Johnie Elizabeth Hanson (Lompoc TX), Mrs. Eleanor 
Stockstill (Fort Worth TX) & 5 sons: James J. Dickson (Mineral Wells TX), Thomas Dickson 
(Dallas TX), W.R. Dickson (Fort Worth TX), Albert Dickson (Lompoc CA) & Norman Dickson 
(Gordon TX). 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 4 Jun 1969 p 57 – same information as the Abilene obituary 
– lists him as James McDuff Dickson. 
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Social Security Number:  456-20-0107 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Precinct 4, Jack Co. TX – conducted 8 Jun 1880 
Noah T. Dickson, 38 MS, father b. GA, mother b. TN, farmer 
Scenirah J., 28 MS, father b. AL, mother b. NC, keeping house 
Cordy A., 12 TX, at home 
William F., 10 TX, at home 
Adolphus, 4 TX 
Elizabeth J., 1 TX 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Palo Pinto Co. TX – conducted 18 Jun 1900 
Noah T. DIXON, 56 MS, Mar 1843, father b. NC, mother b. TN, married 33 years, farmer 
Jane, 49 MS, Jul 1857, father b. AL, mother b. NC, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are living 
Franklin, 18? 19? 17? TX, Dec 1882, at school 
Hester, 17 TX, Feb 1883, at school 
Columbus, 14 TX, Jul 1885, at school 
Johnny, 12 TX, May 1888, at school [son] 
James, 10 TX, Aug 1890, at school 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Palo Pinto TX – conducted 25 Apr 1910 
Noah T. Dickson, 67 MS, father b. GA, mother b. TN, in 1st marriage, married 43 years, 
farmer, home farm 
Senira J., 58 MS, father b. AL, mother b. NC, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are 
living 
John J., 21 TX 
James Mc., 17 TX 
On the same census page are listed Columbus [i.e. Noah Columbus], 25 TX, parents b. MS, 
with his wife Lillie L. (29 TX) & their 2 children, married 2 years, she has given birth to 2 
children, 2 of whom are living 
[on the same page are James W. Welty & his wife, Cordia Welty [who is James’s sister] 
 
1920 
 
1930 Justice Precinct 3, Palo Pinto TX – conducted 18 Apr 1930 
James M. Dickson, 39 TX, parents b. MS, age 30 at 1st marriage, farmer, farm, WWI veteran 
Lillie D., 31 TX, parents b. TX, age 22 at 1st marriage 
James L., 9 TX 
Alva L., 6 TX 
Thomas L., 3 TX 
 
1940 
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1950 Palo Pinto Co., TX – N. Haskell – conducted 18 Apr 1950 
James M. Dickson, 59 TX, line man, R.E.A. 
Lillie D., 51 TX 
Eleanor A., 17 TX 
Johnnie Beth, 15 TX 
Willie Rayburn, 13 TX 
Albert Edward, 11 TX 
Norman Lee, 8 TX 
 
 


