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TUSCANia 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Diaz, Rosendo 

1889 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WQ3V-
C?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7837-

J9PZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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TX, WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-ZQMH-

G?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
V9XX&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 
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WWI draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/17225127?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=6065ae2a-7d2f-4db2-b724-

83d942e5bb3b&_phsrc=cPx42026&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths – TX - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92F-
N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHC-

1498&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en&groupId= 
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From the section on Tuscania in “To the Line of Fire: Mexican Texans and World War I” by 
José A. Ramirez, Texas A&M University Press, 2009:  

page 84 
For weeks after the attack, the Texas press kept its readers abreast of the latest 

developments in the story, as many Texans were aboard the ill-fated ship. Among these 
were several Tejanos. Most, like Marcos Armijo of El Paso, who saved a nurse from 

drowning after falling overboard [see note below], survived the disaster. But some were not 
so fortunate. Nine Tejanos – Sixto Flores and José Ybarra of Laredo, Rosendo Diaz of Alice, 
Florencio Heras of Alfred, Angel Pérez of Rosenberg, Guadalupe Garza of Benavides, Lucio 
Ramos of San Antonio, Cirilo Rodriguez of Bergsmill, and Juan Pérez of Buerne – perished in 

the frigid waters off the Irish coast. In Alice, the Tejano community held a ceremony to 
honor the victims of the attack. 

 

 
Life: 

 

  
Camp Travis TX news – Houston TX 
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Aboard Tuscania – Rosendo on last line of excerpt – Houston TX 
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Last name -  San Angelo TX 
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 El Paso TX 
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Two newspaper clippings from Find A Grave 153950696 
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Son 

 
“Bryan (TX) Eagle 9 Apr 1919 p 1 – fact-check: his mother actually died 3 Feb 1918, NOT 

1916, two days before his father died on Tuscania  
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“Salt Lake Herald-Republican” (Salt Lake City UT) 14 Sep 1919 p 43 – fact-check: Francisco 

was 6 years old instead of 3 
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“Akron (OH) Evening Times” 28 Apr 1919 p 4 
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Corpus Christi TX 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY13-

3524?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK3DL-
RCC&action=view&cc=1983324&lang=en 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Lazaro Gloria Diaz (1892-1945) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11440470?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=9e58ea00-232d-4eaf-ac89-

9dec5ea3c91b&_phsrc=cPx42037&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11440470?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e58ea00-232d-4eaf-ac89-9dec5ea3c91b&_phsrc=cPx42037&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11440470?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e58ea00-232d-4eaf-ac89-9dec5ea3c91b&_phsrc=cPx42037&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11440470?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e58ea00-232d-4eaf-ac89-9dec5ea3c91b&_phsrc=cPx42037&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22582675 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22582675
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/2122806 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/2122806
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12258961?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=fcfe228a-1227-459e-8708-c2bc7531fe7e&_phsrc=cPx42041&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12258961?tid=&pid=&queryId=fcfe228a-1227-459e-8708-c2bc7531fe7e&_phsrc=cPx42041&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12258961?tid=&pid=&queryId=fcfe228a-1227-459e-8708-c2bc7531fe7e&_phsrc=cPx42041&_phstart=successSource
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is this his sister Victoria Diaz? 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61383/records/900099346?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=3c538648-830a-4e5b-ae17-

5dc15af2f7d7&_phsrc=cPx42046&_phstart=successSource 
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According to Jose del Refugio Estrada’s citizenship declaration of intent, he had married 

Victoria Diaz of San Diego TX & she was dead as of 29 Jun 1918 – San Diego TX is in Jim 
Wells Co. TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2509/records/900053090?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=21e9ca30-3d15-40a6-8f36-

3ae2bf657a8e&_phsrc=cPx42055&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Manuela Diaz Ramon (ca. 1896-1938) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/51522797/person/232090252931/facts?_phsrc=cPx42074&_phstart=suc
cessSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062142-
03092?pId=23073139 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51522797/person/232090252931/facts?_phsrc=cPx42074&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51522797/person/232090252931/facts?_phsrc=cPx42074&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51522797/person/232090252931/facts?_phsrc=cPx42074&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/5662787?tid=51522797&pid
=232090252931&queryId=67b8c23d-dd40-4da0-a473-

ae3797cbb680&_phsrc=cPx42075&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22891974?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=eb95fb88-5889-4100-b9f0-1a45bb624902&_phsrc=cPx42098&_phstart=successSource 

 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Rosendo Diaz 
Name variations: Roscinda Diaz 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 50th Co. - private  
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Najarna TX (this town cannot be located. Is this possibly a 
misspelling of the Spanish word for "orange" – naranja - as Rosendo's home was near 
Orange Grove TX? Inducted into Army at Alice, Jim Wells Co. TX) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Rosendo Diaz 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Miguel Diaz, Najarna TX 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 41, as 
Rosendo Diaz 
Body returned from war: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 
Aug 1920 
Listed on return ship as:  ROSANDO [sic] Diaz 
Rank: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Rosendo Diaz - b. 1 Mar 1889 Realitos TX; res: 
Alice, Jim Wells TX. Farmer, for Robert Williams (spelling?) in Jim Wells Co. TX. Married, 
with wife & child. Spanish-American race. Medium height & build. Was illiterate – made an 
“X” as his mark 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Roscinda Diaz (Family Search indexes as 
Roscinds), address: Orange Grove TX  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born 1 Mar 1890 – died 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Orange Grove TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co. 50, 13th Battalion, 165th Depot Brigade, 90th Division\ 
 
TX, Abstracts of WWI Military Service 
Rosendo Diaz – no serial number, resident of Alice, Jim Wells TX. Inducted into Army at 
Alice TX on 4 Nov 1917 at age 28 years, 8 months. Born Alice TX. Private. Co. 50, 13th 
Battalion, 165th Depot Brigade 4 Nov 1917 to 5 Feb 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 5 Feb 
1918. Killed in action 5 Feb “in sinking of Tuscania.” Notified of death: father Miguel Diaz, 
Najarna TX.  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Mar 1889 [also found as 1890] Realitos, Duval TX 
Died:   5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
Find A Grave records: 153950696 - his presence on Tuscania in text & flower 
Burial location: Orange Grove, Jim Wells Co. TX  
Cemetery: Orange Grove 
Tombstone: his grave is unmarked 
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Father:  Miguel Diaz, ca 1860 Mexico or TX.  
Alive in 1920 census; his wife lists herself as widowed in the 1930 census. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Faustina Gloria Diaz, ca. 1870 Mexico or TX 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Rosenda Rivera Diaz, d. 3 Feb 1918, two days before Rosendo, making their son 
determined to be the first WWI orphan in the US, the results of a nationwide search 
conducted by the Red Cross.  
Some newspaper accounts in 1918 say she died 3 Feb 1916, but on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI 
draft registration, Rosendo indicates he has a wife & child.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Child: 

• Francisco Rivera (“Pancho”) Diaz, 22 Apr 1912 Benavides, Duval TX – 15 Apr 1970 
Alice, Jim Wells Co. TX. - Obituary in “Corpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times” 16 Apr 1970 
on Find A Grave: died at age 57 in the Alice Hospital after a brief illness. Lived in 
Corpus Christi for 10 years before moving to Benavides about one month ago. 
Painter. Survived by 2 daughters & 3 stepsons. When his father was killed on the 
Tuscania on 5 Feb 1918, his mother Rosenda Rivera Diaz was already dead. A letter 
in 1918 from the Red Cross stated the Francisco was the first WWI orphan in the 
U.S. [see also newspaper clippings above on search for first WWI orphan & cash 
gift] - Husband of Maria Rodriguez (1915-1982, F: 135481952).– TX death record: 
Francisco R. Diaz, b. 21 Apr 1912 Benavides TX,  d. 15 Apr 1970 Alice, Jim Wells TX 
at age 57 in P & S Hospital. Residence: General Delivery, Benavides TX. House 
painter. Married. SSN 449-12-7570. Died of hyperglycemia & acidosis. Son of 
Rosendo Diaz & Rosenda Rivera. Buried in Benavides Cemetery. - Buried in 
Benavides Cemetery, Benavides, Duval TX. F: 135482015 

 
Siblings: In the 1910 census, his mother Faustina indicated she had given birth to 11 
children, 8 of whom were living. 

• Lazaro Gloria/Garza Diaz, 19 Nov 1891 San Diego (Duval or Jim Wells) TX – 20 Oct 
1945 Nueces Co. TX. - Age 18 in 1910 census. - WWI veteran – sailed home from war 
on “America” 4 Mar 1919, in 105th Field Artillery, Battalion D, 27th Division, NOK 
Miguel Diaz of Alice TX. - WWII draft: Lazaro Garza Diaz, resident Orange Grove, Jim 
Wells TX. Born 18 Nov 1891 San Diego TX. Self-employed. NOK Francisco Diaz of 
Orange Grove TX. - TX deaths: resident Orange City TX. Single. Parents unknown. 
Died in the US Navy Hospital, Corpus Christi, Nueces TX of an abdominal abscess & 
shock. - Veteran tombstone: TX Pvt 105 Field Arty, 27 Div. Buried in Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery, Corpus Christi, Nueces TX. F: 302127 
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• Victoria Diaz, ca. 1893 TX. Age 17 in 1910 census. – Was she the Victoria Dias who 
married Refugio Estrada in Jim Wells Co. TX on 23 Jan 1914? When Jose del Refugio 
Estrada, age 36, musician, born Queratoro, Mexico on 4 Jul 1882 filed his 
declaration of intent papers for citizenship on 29 Jun 1918, he said his wife had 
been Victoria Diaz, b. San Diego TX, now deceased. 

• Crespian (Crispin?) Diaz, ca. 1895 TX. - Age 15 in the 1910 census. – Is this the 
Crispin Diaz, b. 25 Sep 1894 TX – d. 7 Jan 1978 San Diego CA. – This man is buried in 
San Diego CA. F: 188513316 

• Manuela Diaz, ca. 1896 San Diego TX (which lies in both Duval & Jim Wells counties) 
- 28 Feb 1938 in Orange Grove, Jim Wells TX. Died at age 42 of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. – Her TX death record (which spells her surname Dias) lists her birth 
date as unknown. Daughter of Miguel Dias & Faustiva Dias. Informant: Fabian 
Lemon/Limon. – Manuela Diaz married Vidal Ramon (Sr.) (1891-1978, F: 11571334) 
on 16 Aug 1927 in Jim Wells Co. TX. Although her children have the surname Ramon, 
she is buried as Manuela Diaz in Orange Grove Cemetery, Orange Grove, Jim Wells 
TX. F: 11570087 

• Benita Diaz, ca. 1898 TX. Age 12 in the 1910 census. Did she marry Anacleto/Cleto 
Vasquez & die 8 Sep 1990 in Bexar Co. TX? 

• Francisca Diaz, b. TX. Is she listed as Pancha, age 10, in the 1910 census – ca. 
1900?  

• A female named Pabla Diaz, age 3, b. TX in the 1910 census (b.   ca. 1907). 
• Paula Diaz Gonzalez, 7 Dec 1915 Alice, Jim Wells TX – 10 Oct 1939 Orange Grove, 

Jim Wells TX. - TX death records list her as the daughter of Miguel Diaz (b. TX) & 
Faustina Gloria (b. TX). Widow; husband was Felipe Gonzalez. Died of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. – A note on her TX death certificate says “buried without securint 
burial permit.” The informant was Juanita Ramon (her sister Manuela had married a 
Vidal Ramon.] Buried in Orange Grove Cemetery, Orange Grove, Jim Wells Co. TX. 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
His body on the isle of Islay, Scotland, was identified by fingerprints. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 31 Mar 1918 p 6 – Among the 25 soldiers killed in action on 
the Tuscania – previously listed as missing in action but now identified by fingerprints – is 
Rosendo Diaz of Najarena TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
See clippings above on the return of his body from Scotland. 
 
Obituary: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Nueces Co. TX – conducted 25 Apr 1910 
Megnil DIEZ [can also be read as Meguel], 52 Mexico, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, 
emigrated 1870, farmer, farm work [Miguel] 
Lagloria, 52 Mexico, emigrated 1870, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 8 are living 
[wife – i.e. Faustina Gloria Diaz] 
Rosindo [can be read as such or as Rosendo but indexed as Rosina], 20 Mexico, single, 
farmer, on farm [son – other sources indicate birth in Texas] 
Lazaro [can be read as such but indexed as Lazan], 18 TX, farmer, on farm [son] 
Victoria, 17 TX [daughter] 
Crespian [but indexed as Crsespian], 15 TX, farmer, on farm [son] 
Manuella, 13 TX [daughter] 
Berita [indexed as such but can be read Benita], 12 TX [daughter] 
Pancha, 10 TX [daughter] 
Pabla, 3 TX [indexed as Pablo, but listed as daughter] 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 5, Jim Wells Co. TX – names are misspelled – conducted 28 Jan 1920 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/62885133?tid=38145074&pi
d=422665698766&queryId=9a26e479-69be-44d0-b1b9-
6ece51e046eb&_phsrc=cPx42034&_phstart=successSource 
Magilda DIOS [as indexed, but can be read a Migel], 60 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, 
emigrated 1890, alien [no occupation] 
Faustina, 50 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, emigrated 1890, alien 
Paula, 11 TX 
Monwela, 20 TX [i.e. Manuela], wash woman, at home 
Benita, 19 TX, wash woman, at home 
 
1930 Precinct 3, Jim Wells Co. TX – mother & 2 siblings – conducted 30 Apr 1930 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/62524780?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=28d381b6-d135-4df3-87f2-1ad0d48b42f4&_phsrc=cPx42039&_phstart=successSource 
Lazaro Diaz, 39 TX, parents b. Mexico, single, laborer, odd jobs [head of household] 
Faustina Diaz, 60 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, widow, emigrated 1888, naturalized, married 
at age 18 [mother] 
Paula Diaz, 22 TX, parents b. Mexico, single [no occupation] [sister] 
 


