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TUSCANia 
  

DeVroy, Anthony John 
1890 WI – 1972 WI 

 

 
Anthony John DeVroy - “Green Bay Press-Gazette” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186209784/ 
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Anthony John DeVroy – Find A Grave 236955323 
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captioned Anton John 

DeVroyhttps://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/memories/9X29-BG4 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-
WCF3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP82-

MKYQ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 
 
 

 
WI, Milwaukee, Holy Cross Cemetery, Interment Records – Buried in block 18, section 4, lot 

5, number of interment 86884  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34L-W937-

B?cc=3714667&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ7D2-41PZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34L-W937-B?cc=3714667&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ7D2-41PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34L-W937-B?cc=3714667&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ7D2-41PZ
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150626878?tid=114527287&

pid=310150936135&ssrc=pt 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150626878?tid=114527287&pid=310150936135&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150626878?tid=114527287&pid=310150936135&ssrc=pt
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113896-
00561?pId=523468 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113896-00561?pId=523468
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113896-00561?pId=523468


7 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114527287/person/310150935855/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/15379636 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114527287/person/310150935855/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114527287/person/310150935855/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/4147282 

 
 

 
Life: 

CAUTION: There are several men named Anthony DeVroy in Wisconsin. Some of these 
newspaper citations may NOT be the right man. 
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Bloomington WI 
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 Racine Wi 
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article continues
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 Racine WI 
 

 

 Racine WI 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Anthony & Marie are not yet married at Christmastime 1922 – they marry in Jun 1923 
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Racine WI 
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Wife/ex-wife Marie is not in the group -   Two Rivers WI 
 

 
Racine WI 
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Racine WI 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Marie Pauline Hilger 
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Find A Grave 163286375 
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birthdate of 3 Aug 1904 –  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts 
 
 

 
Death date does not agree with record above - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3050573?tid=103586892&pi
d=202192953552&queryId=35bec91f-c7fa-4a40-b393-

8d64dcef8b1a&_phsrc=cPx41803&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/103586892/person/202192953552/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1067769?tid=114527287&p

id=310150935855&queryId=e48b644e-eb4f-4cf5-b5c4-
57f83bf2431c&_phsrc=cPx41765&_phstart=successSource 
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Green Bay WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3562111?tid=103586892&p
id=202192955553&queryId=8fc71b37-64f8-49d0-94db-

ba745080a02f&_phsrc=cPx41794&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5330327 
 

 
Appleton WI 
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Daughter 

 

 
Daughter Manette DeVroy Christiansen(1925-2013) – Find A Grave 84203340 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/manette-christiansen-obituary?id=1605614 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/manette-christiansen-obituary?id=1605614
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Manette’s marriage notice does not mention her father 

 
 
 

 
Father 
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Green Bay WI 
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Mother 
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Two Rivers WI 
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Death of Anna’s brother John M. Van Donsel on 10 May 1932 – Anna’s husband John 

DeVroy died two days later (12 May 1932) – Green Bay WI 
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Born 9 Feb 1869 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35026794?tid=114527287&
pid=310150936137&queryId=a609e7c1-8850-4388-8764-

448baac4df20&_phsrc=cPx41747&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

 

 
Siblings: 
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Brother Reuben Joseph DeVroy (1894-1973) 

 Kenosha WI 
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Born Joseph R. Devroy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4750/records/179983?tid=114527287&pid
=310150936306&queryId=93a802a6-a09a-4c6f-8e64-

8952d2ae63cf&_phsrc=cPx41759&_phstart=successSource 
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Green Bay WI 
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 Racine WI 
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Sister Viola Henrietta DeVroy Wachtel (1897-1988) – Green Bay WI 
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this WI birth record lists birth on 26 Oct 1897 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/155051182 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/155051182
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This WI birth record list birth on 24 Oct 1897 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4750/records/179988?tid=114527287&pid

=310150936478&queryId=b6e7f2f1-b925-4717-9ebc-
4bc7f050848d&_phsrc=cPx41762&_phstart=successSource 
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 Manitowoc WI 
 

 

 Green Bay WI 
 

 
Green Bay WI 
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Green Bay WI 
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Madison WI 

 
 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

Name: Anthony John DeVroy 
Name variations: Anthony John De Vroy, Anton J. DeVroy 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Sanitary #2 - private 
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Serial number: 18,209 
Entered service from: Green Bay, Brown WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Anthony J. De Vroy 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John De Vroy, 415 N. Ashland Ave., Green Bay WI  
Returned from war on:  "Louisiana" May 1919 [Fold3.com misspells “Louisiana” as 
“Lousiana” so it is necessary to spell it incorrectly when searching online in order to find 
the ship] 
Sailed on return ship as: Anthony J. Devroy 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Jane Devroy, 415 N. Ashland Ave., Green 
Bay WI (sgt, San. Sq. 8) [note: Fold3 misspells Louisiana as Lousiana]  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Anthony John De Vroy - b. 20 Aug 1890 Green Bay 
WI; res: 1520 (?) Owen Ave., Racine WI. Single. Inspector, Webster Electric Co., Racine WI. 
Medium height, slender build. Military experience: private, ambulance, National Guard. 
WWI draft found at: https://www.fold3.com/file/564365091 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  1939 NTSA: 2527 W. Veliet [Vliet] St., 
Milwaukee WI - 1955 WI Survivors: 7353 Harwood Ave., Wauwatosa WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Anthony John De Vroy - b. 20 Aug 1890 Green Bay, 
Brown WI; res: 7353 Harwood Ave., Wauwatosa, Milwaukee WI. NOK Dr. W.F. Hilger of the 
same address. Employed by Gilbert Haasch, 2523 W. Vleit St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Signed as DeVroy; entered as De Vroy. Height: 5’7 ½” – weight: 170 lbs. “question about 
mold [sic/mole?] on back of neck.” Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Anthony John Devroy 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address:  432 – 26th St., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:   sergeant, 2nd Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Aug 1890 Green Bay, Brown WI (or 1891) (WI Births: Anton J. Devroy)  
Died: 2 Jun 1972 Wauwatosa, Milwaukee WI  
Find A Grave record: 236955323 
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery: Holy Cross Cemetery [according to its records, he was a resident of 7353 
Harwood Ave., which matches his WWII draft card] 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Augustine John DeVroy, 23 Jun 1863 WI – 12 May 1932 Green Bay, Brown WI.  
The man born in DePere, Brown WI on 28 Aug 1866 had different parents. 
Son of Anton Devroye & Jeanne Bruyninga.  
Buried as John DeVroy in Fort Howard Memorial Park, Green Bay, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave: 84203334 
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Mother:  Anna Maria Josephine (“Jane”/”Johanna”) Van Donsel/VanDonzel DeVroy, 9 Feb 
1869 Green Bay, Brown WI [1871 in obituary]– 25 Jan 1954 in Fair Hill Nursing Home, 
Maribel WI. 
Daughter of Johannes (John) Martin Van Donsel Sr. (1823-1899, F: 84577637) & Anna Maria 
(Mary) Kuijpers/Cooper/Kuypers/Cuijpers (1832-1888, F: 210639559). 
She is not the Anna Van Donsel born 19 Mar 1869. 
Her brother John M. Von Donsel died 10 May 1932, two days before her husband.  
Buried in Fort Howard Memorial Park, Green Bay, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave: 84203328 
Parents’ marriage: ca. 1888 – in 1889 in Green Bay, Brown WI according to Anna’s obituary  
 
Spouse:  Marie Pauline Hilger DeVroy Tillman, 2 Aug 1904 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 15 
Mar 1978 [not 21 Mar 1979] Mount Prospect, Cook IL.  
Birthname was Maria Paulina Hilger, born 3 Aug 1904 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. [note one-
day variation of date of birth compared to later records] 
Daughter of William (Wilhelm) Fredrick/Fredrich Hilger (1873-1943, F: 84797535 & 
Katherine Lauer (1885-1979, F: 84797766), who are buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.  
Katherine Lauer Hilger was the half-sister of Edward Theodore Lauer Sr., who sailed on 
“Tuscania” with Anthony DeVroy and became the ship’s historian and archivist. Katherine 
and Edward’s father was Peter Lauer. Katherine’s mother was Peter’s wife Maria Anna 
Wolff, while Edward Lauer’s mother was Peter’s wife Paulina Lutzenberger. 
Her later husband is listed as Frank J. Tillman. 
Was he the Frank J. Tillman who died 7 Jun 1947 in Milwaukee Co. WI? There are numerous 
Frank J./Frank James/Frank Joseph Tillmans to choose from. 
Died with surname Tillman & buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 163286375 
Marriage:  19 Jun 1923 at St. Michael’s Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. A 
lthough Anthony lists himself as widowed & lives with Marie Pauline’s parents in the 1940 
census, it appears Marie was still alive. de 
 
Child: 

• Manette Marie DeVroy Christiansen, 21 Nov 1924 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 30 
Aug 2020 Liberty, Weber UT. – Married William Robert Christiansen (Sr.) (1920-2011, 
F: 185801419) on 27 Nov 1943 in St. Bernard’s Church in Wauwatosa, Milwaukee 
WI; they were married 67 years. – Lived in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX while William 
served in the US Navy. He was transferred to Jacksonville FL where their son William 
Jr. was born. – They moved back to Milwaukee WI where children Ann & Jon were 
born. They also resided in Cedar Rapids IA & Mount Prospect IL. Moved to Pleasant 
View UT after retirement. – Buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, Ogden, Weber UT. F: 
218080334 

 
Siblings: Anthony was the oldest surviving child – an additional child had died by the 1910 
census 
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• Reuben Joseph DeVroy, 18 Dec 1894 Green Bay, Brown WI – 26 Dec 1973 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. – Birthname listed as Joseph R. DeVroy. – WWI veteran. Husband of 
Ethel Florence DeVine (1897-1974. F: 176484619), the daughter of Thomas Michael 
Devine & Mary Gorman, whom he married 12 May 1920 in Racine, Racine WI. - WWI 
veteran. - Obituary: “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 27 Dec 1973 p 36 – age 79, of 
713 – 57th St., Kenosha, died at his home on 26 Dec. Born 18 Dec 1894 in Green Bay, 
where he attended school. Married Ethel DeVine on 12 May 1920. Had moved to 
Racine in 1917 & to Kenosha in 1942. Traveling inspector for the US Post Office until 
he retired in 1965. Survived by his wife, 2 sons, 3 daughters & sister Mrs. Viola 
Wachtel of Two Rivers. - His obituary in the “Racine Journal Times” 27 Dec 1973 p 
25 – adds that Reuben was preceded in death by his brother Anthony. Buried in St. 
James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 176484646 

• Viola Henrietta DeVroy Wachtel, 24 Oct 1897 or 26 Oct 1897 [her 2 WI birth records 
differ as to date in Oct] Green Bay, Brown WI – 19 Nov 1988 Two Rivers, Manitowoc 
WI. - Wife of Elmer M. Wachtel (1896-1952, F: 132879508) whom she married 17 
Sep 1919 in St. Patrick’s Church, Green Bay, Brown WI. - Obituary: “Green Bay (WI) 
Press-Gazette” 20 Nov 1988 p 57 – Mrs. Viola Wachtel, 91, resident of St. Mary’s 
Home in Manitowoc, d. 19 Nov 1988 at Holy Family Medical Center, Manitowoc. 
Daughter of the late John & Johanna (VanDonsel) DeVroy of Preble. Survived by 2 
sons & 2 daughters. Husband Elmer d. 1953, son Robert also predeceased her. - 
Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Two Rivers, Manitowoc WI. F: 132879513 

 
 
Note: There are other men named Anthony DeVroy & Tony DeVroy in Wisconsin who also 
resided in DePere WI and Green Bay WI and who served in WWI.  
He is not the father of Eugene DeVroy or Earl DeVroy;  
he did not marry Mae O’Neil;  
he did not die on 23 Jan 1948 in Green Bay WI.  
The newspaper references included appear to be those for the Tuscania survivor – but may 
not be his. 
 
Pre-war – may not be the right Anthony DeVroy: 
 
1909 Green Bay WI city directory 
Anthony J.V. Devroy, student, 415 N. Ashland Ave. 
John Devroy, laborer, 415 N. Ashland Ave. 
 
? “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 9 Mar 1910 p 9 – One of the 3 taking the affirmative in the 
debate question “Should Green Bay adopt the commission form of government?” was 
Anthony DeVroy. 
 
? -“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 5 Mar 1914 p 4 – Anthony DeVroy took a job at the 
Thomas Overall factory in Green Bay. 
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? - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 3 Jul 1916 p 11 – Clarence Paterson & Anthony DeVroy 
have taken positions at the De Pere Delivery Co. filling two vacancies for employees who 
left for employment in car factories. 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 Green Bay WI city directory 
De Vroy, Anthony J., USA [US Army], h 415 N. Ashland av 
De Vroy, John, laborer, h 415 N. Ashland av 
De Vroy, Reuben, USA, h 415 N. Ashland av 
 
Post-war: may refer to another Tony/Anthony DeVroy: 
 
? - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 15 Feb 1927 p 25 – real minstrel songs were presented 
by 5 singers, including Anthony DeVroy, along with other minstrel entertainment (in black-
face) by the DePere Legionnaires at Nicolet High School on 14 Feb. 
 
? - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 5 Sep 1928 p 17 – The 1928-1929 elections at 
Heesacker Post 230 American Legion – Anthony Devroy elected 1st vice president. 
 
? - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 18 Jun 1928 p 16 – At a boating jaunt on 17 Jun, Tony 
DeVroy spoke to the crowd about the upcoming 4th of July celebration of the DePere 
Legionnaires at the Northwestern Wisconsin Fairgrounds. 
 
1933 Milwaukee WI city directory 
DeVroy, Anthony J. (Marie) hdw 2525-27 W. Vliet, h 1344 N. 26th 

 
Occurring in 1926 – “Manitowoc (WI) Herald Times” 27 Apr 1961 p 22 – 25 years ago in Two 
Rivers: Guests of Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Wachtel were Anthony DeVroy & daughter Minette 
DeVroy of Milwaukee & Mrs. Anna DeVroy of Green Bay WI. 
 
1942 Milwaukee WI city directory – listed separately 
DeVroy, Anthony J., salesman, Gilbert S. Haasch, resident Wauwatosa 
Devroy, Marie, nurse, Rectal Center 
 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 31 May 1957 p 11 – Tony DeVroy & Mrs. Katie Hilger of Wauwatosa 
called at the Leo Hiltgen & John N. Paulus homes on Sunday. [Katie Hilger was his mother-
in-law] 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 389-14-8722 
 
Censuses: 
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1895 WI state census – Green Bay, Brown WI – conducted 20 Jun 1895 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1055/records/20583?tid=114527287&pid=
310150936137&queryId=608fb374-c9d8-4130-bd35-
9c8f0b049bb9&_phsrc=cPx41749&_phstart=successSource 

 
In the household of J. Devroy, 4 people – 3 males & 1 female (which would be John & Anna 
& sons Anthony & Reuben) 
 
1900 Green Bay, Brown WI – 415 N. Ashland Ave. – conducted 5/6 Jun 1900 
Except for the names, the rest of the records are blank with note “not at house” 
John DeVroy 
Anna [wife] 
Anton [son] 
Ruben [son] 
Viola – notation as to son or daughter was left blank 
 
1905 WI state census – Green Bay, Brown WI 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJ3-
5BQ?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMMS6-
2SS&action=view&cc=1443899&lang=en 

 
John Devroy, 42 WI, parents b. Belgium, commissioner 
Anna, 36 WI, parents b. Holland 
Antonetta, 15 WI, daughter [i.e. Anthony/Anton, their son] 
Reuben, 10 WI 
Viola, 7 WI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1055/records/20583?tid=114527287&pid=310150936137&queryId=608fb374-c9d8-4130-bd35-9c8f0b049bb9&_phsrc=cPx41749&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1055/records/20583?tid=114527287&pid=310150936137&queryId=608fb374-c9d8-4130-bd35-9c8f0b049bb9&_phsrc=cPx41749&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1055/records/20583?tid=114527287&pid=310150936137&queryId=608fb374-c9d8-4130-bd35-9c8f0b049bb9&_phsrc=cPx41749&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJ3-5BQ?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMMS6-2SS&action=view&cc=1443899&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJ3-5BQ?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMMS6-2SS&action=view&cc=1443899&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WJ3-5BQ?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMMS6-2SS&action=view&cc=1443899&lang=en
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1910 Green Bay, Brown WI – N. Ashland – conducted 26 Apr 1910 
John DeVroy, 41 WI, parents b. Belgium (Flemish), in 1st marriage, married 21 years, 
foreman, Larsen Co. 
Anna, 41 WI, parents b. Holland (Dutch), in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Antony B., 20 WI, single 
Ruben J., 15 WI 
Viola A.E. or H.E., 12 WI 
 
1920 cannot locate him 
 
1930 cannot locate him 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 2610 W. Vleit St. - same house in 1935 – Anthony’s 
wife/William & Catherine’s daughter Marie Paulilne Hilger Devroy dies in 1978 
William Hilger, 66 WI, doctor, private office 
Catherine Hilger, 54 WI [his wife] 
Marjorie Hilger, 24 WI, single, operator, utilities, telephone [his daughter] 
Anthony Devroy, 49 WI, widowed, salesman, hardware [his son-in-law] 
Manette Devroy, 15 WI [William’s granddaughter]   
 
1950 Wauwatosa, Milwaukee Co. WI – conducted 1 Apr 1950 – now Anthony resides with 
his ex-wife Marie Hilger DeVroy Tillman & her mother 
Marie P. Tillman, 45 WI, widow, child care attendant, county home for dependent children 
[head of household] 
Catherine Hilger, 64 WI, widow [mother] 
Anthony J. DeVroy, 58 WI, divorced, salesman, retail hardware store [lodger but actually 
Marie’s ex-husband] 
 
 


