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TUSCANia 

  
 

Degan, James Edward 
1887 - 1954 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-W998-
X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR4-

Y3RM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-W998-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR4-Y3RM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-W998-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR4-Y3RM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-W998-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR4-Y3RM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId=
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Born Harel John Degan 23 Sep 1887 Chicago, Cook IL - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7WS-6P6?lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/2142603 - note veteran 

burial card reads: “Name and address of nok [next-of-kin] unavailable. Widow 
unavailable.”  

 
 

         
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/2142603
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1486 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn NY – built in 1920 – his address on his Veterans 

Administration Military Index card -https://www.trulia.com/p/ny/brooklyn/1486-eastern-
pkwy-brooklyn-ny-11233--2009846689 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trulia.com/p/ny/brooklyn/1486-eastern-pkwy-brooklyn-ny-11233--2009846689
https://www.trulia.com/p/ny/brooklyn/1486-eastern-pkwy-brooklyn-ny-11233--2009846689


5 
 

 

Below: Two records for the Minnekada which left Liverpool, England, on 24 Nov 1918 
heading for Camp Mills NJ, with the sick & wounded head for Ellis Island in NYC, where it 
arrived 4 Dec 1918: 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604415399/31-jan-1918-31-jan-1919-page-93-us-army-
wwi-transport-service-passenger-lists-1918-1919?rec=627149359 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604415399/31-jan-1918-31-jan-1919-page-93-us-army-wwi-transport-service-passenger-lists-1918-1919?rec=627149359
https://www.fold3.com/image/604415399/31-jan-1918-31-jan-1919-page-93-us-army-wwi-transport-service-passenger-lists-1918-1919?rec=627149359
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61174/records/6997244?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=0d1c9a8a-9b86-470d-b774-
29f89baca297&_phsrc=cPx40782&_phstart=successSource 
The other record indicates he was transferred to the “sick & wounded” list – this puts him in 
NY with a mother named J.E. Degan at 10 Douglas St., Jamaica, Long Island NY, a sergeant 

in the Air Service, but not the right serial number (250019) – but close (250090) 
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10 Douglas St., Jamaica, Long Island NY is the address given for James’s mother, J.E. 

Degan, on his return voyage from WWI – note it is the address of draft number #339, James 
Nesdill – and he marries Ann Nesdill 

 

 
Life: 

 

 

 

 
Duluth MN 

 



8 
 

 

 

Oshkosh WI 
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Wife Ann Nesdill 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/GTP6-T3G 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/GTP6-T3G
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/GTP6-T3G 

 

 Jamaica NY 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/GTP6-T3G
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Brooklyn NY 

 
 

 
New Rochelle NY 
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White Plains NY 
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 Tarrytown NY 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/77060812?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=54ba553a-6d42-43f2-9309-
fb40ebee78e2&_phsrc=cPx40748&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/801614763?tid=&pid=&que

ryId=73803eb2-8ec7-4f16-a320-
b4ee8c798a35&_phsrc=cPx40758&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/77060812?tid=&pid=&queryId=54ba553a-6d42-43f2-9309-fb40ebee78e2&_phsrc=cPx40748&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/77060812?tid=&pid=&queryId=54ba553a-6d42-43f2-9309-fb40ebee78e2&_phsrc=cPx40748&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/77060812?tid=&pid=&queryId=54ba553a-6d42-43f2-9309-fb40ebee78e2&_phsrc=cPx40748&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/801614763?tid=&pid=&queryId=73803eb2-8ec7-4f16-a320-b4ee8c798a35&_phsrc=cPx40758&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/801614763?tid=&pid=&queryId=73803eb2-8ec7-4f16-a320-b4ee8c798a35&_phsrc=cPx40758&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/801614763?tid=&pid=&queryId=73803eb2-8ec7-4f16-a320-b4ee8c798a35&_phsrc=cPx40758&_phstart=successSource
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James Nesdill of 10 Douglas St., Jamaica, Long Island NY 
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17 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8800/records/5985116 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8800/records/5985116
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/6495368 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/6495368
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 Brooklyn NY 
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Children: 

 
Daughter Jacqueline Degan/Deegan (1921-1994) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/42538803 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/42538803
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Obituary uses Degan spelling – but father listed as John rather than James - White Plains 

NY 
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daughter Audrey Deegan (1924-1931) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/2060812  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61457/records/1343280 

 

 

 Brooklyn NY 
 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61457/records/1343280
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Father 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2552/records/1406105 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2552/records/1406105
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Buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, River Grove, Cook IL - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2HN-48JG?lang=en 
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https://www.catholiccemeterieschicago.org/locate-a-loved-
one/details/?idf=13564&fn=john&ln=degan&cn=32&scn=0 
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Mother 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N764-V2K?lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/2265798?tid=&pid=&queryId
=1997aa9f-0839-4793-a1c7-bbd24285bd1f&_phsrc=cPx40845&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/4268496 
 
 

 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-

degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyM
y4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlY
jk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzA
wMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajM

kbDAkaDA. 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/4268496
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/218600320/nora-degan?_gl=1*11hvx6b*_gcl_au*MTk5MjMyNjIyOC4xNzQ3MTUxNjY3*_ga*MTc2NTA0MzgyMy4xNzQxMTA2OTc3*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvMTMxJGcxJHQxNzUxNzI2MTE2JGozJGwwJGgw*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*czhkMzAwMTE2LTkzNTYtNDgyNC1iZDUzLWZiZjdlYjk5MGQzOCRvNjgkZzEkdDE3NTE3MjYxMTYkajMkbDAkaDA


33 
 

 



34 
 

 



35 
 

 

https://www.catholiccemeterieschicago.org/locate-a-loved-
one/details/?idf=227480&fn=nora&ln=degan&cn=3&scn=0 

 
 



36 
 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2HF-F9TS?lang=en 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
Name: James Edward Degan 
Name variations:  born Harel John Degan  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number:  250,090 
Entered service from:  Reeseville, Dodge WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James E. Degan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  aunt Mrs. Margaret P. Bushrell, Reeseville WI [note discrepancy 
with return voyage – mother Mary N. Bushnell] 
Returned from war on:  "Minnekada" 1918 - name is crossed off; handwritten "see list of 
sick" and "boat surg." (sgt, Aero Sq).  
Sailed on return ship as: James E. Degan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mary N. Bushnell, Reeseville [indexed as 
Bennsville] WI on the crossed-off “Minnekahda” record but as mother J.E. Degan of 10 
Douglas St., Jamaica, Long Island NY (also the residence of James Nesdill).  
World War I draft registration (1917): according to his veteran headstone application, 
joined the US Army on 29 Apr 1916 & was discharged 4 Jun 1920.  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: serial 250090 
Enlisted 6 Apr 1917 
Discharged 1 Apr 1919 
Address: 86 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn NY 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 628th Aero Squadron 
 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum WWI Database: 
http://museum.dva.state.wi.us/WWIRoster/?page=464 
 

 
US Veterans Gravesite: b. 23 Sep 1888, entered service 29 Apr 1916, discharged 4 Jun 
1920. Died 4 Oct 1954. Interred 8 Oct 1954. Sergeant, US Army, WWI 

http://museum.dva.state.wi.us/WWIRoster/?page=464
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US National Cemetery Interment Control Form – James E. Degan, NY, sergeant, b. 23 Sep 
1887 entered, but shown as 1888, d. 4 Oct 1954, interred 8 Oct 1954 in section 2E, grave 
3095. Enlisted 29 Apr 1916; discharged 4 Jun 1920. Name & address of next-of-kin 
unavailable. Widow unavailable. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Sep 1887 Chicago, Cook IL [Veterans Administration Military Index & Chicago, 
Cook IL birth record] or 1888 [noted on veteran headstone application] – birthname: Harel 
John Degan  
Died: 4 Oct 1954 [Veterans Administration Military Index]  
Find A Grave record: 2654489, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery: Long Island National 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: John Degan, 4 Jul 1861 Chicago, Cook IL – 3 Apr 1922 Chicago, Cook IL. 
Son of Frank J. Degan (born Prussia) & Mary Geogen (born Prussia). 
Name of father found on marriage record with Ann Nesdill. 
In the 1870 census for Franklin, Houghton MI, conducted 2 Jun 1870: 
Frank J. Dagen, 48 Prussia, laborer 
Mary Ann, 47 Prussia, keeping house 
M. Joe, 18 Prussia, shoe maker 
Frank, 9 WI 
John, 7 IL 
In the 1880 census for Chicago, Cook IL, residing at 134 W. Taylor St.: 
Frank Degan, 85 (?) Prussia, parents b. Prussia, works in oil factory 
Mary, 56 Prussia, parents b. Prusia, keeps house 
Joseph, 29 Prussia, shoemaker 
Frank, 19 WI, polisher, furniture 
John, 17 IL, furniture polisher 
At the time of his death, he was a watchman. He resided at 850 Washington Blvd. at the 
time of his death.  
According to Cook Co. IL death record, he was buried in St. Josephine Cemetery, but there 
is no such cemetery in Illinois. The Catholic Cemeteries of Chicago IL record confirms his 
burial in St. Joseph Cemetery, River Grove, Cook IL & a St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in 
Wilmette, Cook IL.  
Find A Grave:   
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Mother: Nora Waters Degan, 9 Mar 1861 Reeseville, Dodge WI – 27 Jul 1930 Chicago, Cook 
IL. 
Name of mother found as Nora Waters on marriage record with Ann Nesdill.  
Found as Mary Bushnell of Reeseville WI on his return voyage from war aboard one of his 
records on “Minnekahda.”  Nora was born in Reeseville, Dodge WI. Undetermined what her 
relationship is to Bushnell/Bushrell. 
Also listed as J.E. Degan of 10 Douglas St., Jamaica, Long Island NY on the other 
“Minnekahda” record. 
Her IL death record lists her father as born in Ireland & her mother, maiden name Walsh, 
also born in Ireland. 
Buried on 29 Jul 1938 in Mount Carmel Cemetery, Hillside Cook IL 
Find A Grave:  218600320 
Parents’ marriage: 19 Nov 1886 Chicago, Cook IL. John Degan, age 23, b. Chicago IL, 
resident of Cook Co. IL & Norah Waters, age 22, b. Chicago [inaccurate], resident of Cook 
Col. IL. Their ages are also inaccurate. 
 
Spouse: Ann Nesdill Degen, altered to Deegan,  22 Jun 1893 Queens NY – 6 Dec 1990 White 
Plains, Westchester NY. 
Daughter of Patrick Nesdill (Aug 1850 Ireland in 1900 census, but ca. 1852 on NY death 
certificate, died 25 Oct 1925 Queens NY, buried in Mount St. Mary Cemetery, Flushing, 
Queens NY, F: 178629534). 
Ann’s mother was Annie Rose McGowan/McGowen, d. 13 Jul 1936, buried in the same 
cemetery as Patrick, F: 176829274.  
Grew up on her parents’ farm in the Jamaica section of Queens NY. In 1981 she began 
employment, retiring in 1988. 
When her father Patrick Nesdill’s will was probated in 1925, her mother Annie Nesdill lived 
at 10 Douglas St., Jamaica NY. He was an employee of NYC at the time of his death. 
When the estate of her mother Annie was probated in Jul 1936, the estate was divided 
among her children: Jane Nesdill, Mary E. Owens, Katherine Kane, James Nesdill & Ann 
Deegan of 300 – 8th Ave., Brooklyn NY. 
In the 1940 census for Kings Co. NY, Ann Deegan claims to be widowed. 
Her obituary reports she was survived by Jacqueline Deegan & predeceased by 2 other 
children. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  
Marriage: 20 Apr 1920 Queens, NYC.  
 
Children: 

• Jacqueline Degan, converted to Deegan, 3 Mar 1921 Jamaica, Queens NY – 7 Aug 
1994. In 1983, Jacqueline lived at 10 N. Broadway, White Plains NY. - A resident of 
White Plains, Westchester NY at the time of her death. 

• Audrey Degan, 12 Oct 1924 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 29 Oct 1931 Brooklyn, Kings NY. 
Resident of & died at 889 Union St. Died of primary bronchopneumonia. Body 
cremated at US crematory, Middle Village, Long Island NY.  
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• Another child, who predeceased his/her mother.  

 
Siblings: 
 
Notes: 
Information on James Edward Degan is very sketchy.  
 
He may be the J.F. Degan who is a guest at the Mills Hotel on Bleecker St. in the 1910 
census for Manhattan NY. None of the guests have any data – like age, state of birth, 
occupation, etc. 
 
He lists himself as an invalid in the 1925 NY state census. 
 
There was a Mary Jane Birge Bushnell, 5 Aug 1836 CT – 16 Feb 1935, married to Ensign A. 
Bushnell (1821-1892, F: 38204819) who is buried in Stone Cemetery, Rolling Prairie, Dodge 
Co. WI, F: 38204938, daughter of Augustus Birge, who may be the Mary Bushnell referred 
to in James’s wartime next-of-kin records, but her obituary does not indicate she had any 
child named James Degan.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Queens, NY – Park Place South St. – conducted 8 Jun 1900 – James’s future wife Ann 
Patrick Nesdill, 49 Ireland, Aug 1850, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1876, in US for 24 
years, naturalized, driver 
Annie, 41 Ireland, Apr 1854, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1877, in US for 23 years, , gave 
birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Mary, 20 NY, Jan 1880, electrician 
Kate, 16 NY, Aug 1883, electrician 
Jennie, 13 NY, Mar 1887, at school 
James, 10 NY, Jul 1889, at school 
Annie, 6 NY, Jul 1893, at school 
 
1900 
 
1910 
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1920 Queens NY – 10 Douglas – conducted 10 Jan 1920 – Anna/Ann Nesdill married James 
Edward Degan on 20 Apr 1920 

 
Patrick Nesdill (indexed as Chestill, Westill, Nesdell), 67 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, 
emigrated 1873,  naturalized 1882, laborer, city 
Anna, 58 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1876, naturalized 1882 
Jennie, 29 NY, single, saleslady, bakery 
Anna, 25 NY, single, file clerk, soap office 
 
1925 NY state census – Brooklyn, Kings NY – 1486 Eastern Parkway (address matches that 
on Veterans Administration Master Index card) 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2704/records/23379301?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=5056817b-77b3-4b50-bc9b-
90a7722e2f13&_phsrc=cPx40802&_phstart=successSource 
James Digon/Degan, 37 US, invalid 
Annie, 32 US, housewife 
Jacqueline, 4 US, home 
Audrey, 8 months US, home 
 


