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TUSCANia 

 
 

DeBoer, Martin John 
1896 WI – 1959 WI 

         
 
Martin John DeBoer – Left: “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 7 Feb 1949 p 2 – Center: “Winona (MN) 

Daily News” 7 Feb 1950 p 7 – Right: “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 7 Feb 1955 p 3 
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Martin DeBoer is standing in the back row, in the center (in front of “stars”) – “Winona (MN) 

Republican” Tuesday, 7 Feb 1950 p 7 – rest of story: 
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Martin DeBoer center of back row
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 Eau Claire WI 
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The De Boer family – Peter, mother Elizabeth, Martin, Edith, Isaac, Clarence, father John & 

Cornelius 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/7281aecd-22f9-4259-8266-
e8768653f2f8?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/7281aecd-22f9-4259-8266-e8768653f2f8?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/7281aecd-22f9-4259-8266-e8768653f2f8?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/7281aecd-22f9-4259-8266-e8768653f2f8?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
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Martin John DeBoer & his 1st wife Alice Luella (Mulder) De Boer –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/c0ddd346-2224-4f85-8646-

12191a8296b6?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/c0ddd346-2224-4f85-8646-12191a8296b6?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/c0ddd346-2224-4f85-8646-12191a8296b6?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/48918869/person/20178016856/media/c0ddd346-2224-4f85-8646-12191a8296b6?_phsrc=bIM489&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/454657 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-
WS5H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ57T-

K8GX&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5360644?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=fc93bfbe-56c3-4d22-9615-99c41d68f1f0&_phsrc=cPx40542&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5360644?tid=&pid=&queryId=fc93bfbe-56c3-4d22-9615-99c41d68f1f0&_phsrc=cPx40542&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5360644?tid=&pid=&queryId=fc93bfbe-56c3-4d22-9615-99c41d68f1f0&_phsrc=cPx40542&_phstart=successSource
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Life: 

 

 

 La Crosse WI 
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Oshkosh WI 

 

 Madison WI 
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Galesville WI news: Winona MN 
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“La Crosse Tribune” 20 Mar 1928 p 2 – His WWII draft card in 1942 notes “third finger right 

hand, missing” 
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 Winona MN 
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Martin & brother Isaac 
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Winona MN 
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Son Bronno Junior DeBoer -  
 
 

 
La Crosse WI 

 

 

 Winona MN 
 

 
Marshfield WI 
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Winona MN 
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 La Crosse WI 
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Excerpts – WWII -   
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 La Crosse WI 
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Another war recalls an earlier war – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 6 Feb 1944 p 3 
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Winona MN 
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Winona MN 
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When the torpedo struck, DeBoer had the best hand in poker, and he wasn’t letting go – 

told at the meeting of the Trempealeau County Tuscania Club reunion on 5 Feb 1950, the 
32nd anniversary – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 9 Feb 1950 p 3 
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Marshfield WI – Martin not in photo 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 5 Feb 1958 p 11 
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 La Crosse WI 
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Note Martin’s retirement does not mention his children from his first marriage 
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Wife Anna Luella Mulder 
 

  
Find A Grave 32195836 

 
 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/511007953/ 

 La Crosse WI 
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 Winona MN – Galesville WI news 
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 La Crosse WI 
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Wife Julitta Hoeschen Schrepel 

 

 
“La Crosse Tribune” Thursday 26 Dec 1946 p 8 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 30 Oct 1946 p 14 – the dance following Martin’s wedding to his 2nd 

wife, Julitta Hoeschen Schrepel on 1 Nov 1946 in La Crosse WI 
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Was she married a few days later in Caledonia MN? -  
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St. Cloud MN – death of Julitta’s mother 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Children: 
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https://books.google.com/books/about/National_Directories_for_Use_in_Marketin.html?i

d=DX1Z0QEACAAJ 
Son Lloyd Martin DeBoer (1923-2007) –  
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Excerpts -  
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 Martin is not mentioned in his son’s engagement notice 
 

 

 
 



75 
 

 

 

At the University of Illinois -  Urbana IL 
 

 
Urbana IL 

 



76 
 

 



77 
 

 

 
Urbana IL 
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 Petersburg VA 
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Richmond VA 
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Akron OH 



81 
 

 

 

 
Akron OH 

 

 

Excerpts -  Dayton OH 
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 Akron OH 
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Marshfield WI 

Her father Martin De Boer did not attend, nor was he mentioned.  
Daughter Mildred Alice DeBoer Hall (1925 

 
 

 Mildred’s birth 
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Gertrude’s birth 

 

 annual recap – September births 
 

 

 La Crosse WI 
 

Son Bronno DeBoer (1931-2008) 
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Winona MN -  
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Madison WI 
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 La Crosse WI 
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 La Crosse WI 
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Stepdaughter: 
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Father 
 

 
 

 Marshfield WI 
 

 

 

 

For sale -  
 
 
 

 
 



97 
 

 

Mother: 
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Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Clarence John DeBoer (1895-1984) 
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Here his mother’s maiden name is Fennema - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/645064716 
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Brother Cornelius John DeBoer (1897-1969) – Find A Grave 46180023 
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Find A Grave 46180023 
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 La Crosse WI 
 
 

Brother Peter John DeBoer (1899-1936) 
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Brother Isaac John DeBoer (1901-1969) 
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 Find A Grave 118191890 
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La Crosse WI 

 
 

Sister Edith DeBoer Larson (1905-2003) 
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Pettibone Island lies in the Mississippi River, on the Wisconsin side of the state line 

between Wisconsin and Minnesota - https://www.google.com/maps/@43.8147223,-
91.2576025,4304m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYzMC4wIKXMDSoASAF

QAw%3D%3D 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:   Martin John DeBoer 
Name variations: Martin John De Boer [estate probated with name spelled DeBoer] 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. F - corporal 
Serial number: 251,292 
Entered service from: Galesville, Trempealeau WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  as Martin J. De Boer - (Fold3.com indexed as DeBoer, p. 365 & as 
Mattin J. De Boer, p. 562) 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father John De Boer, RR 1, Galesville WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Martin J. De Boer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father John De Boer, Galesville WI (cpl, Co. F, 107th 
Supply Train)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Martin De Boer [can be found indexed as De 
Baer/DeBaer] b. 2 Feb 1896 La Crosse WI; res: Galesville, Trempealeau WI. Single. Farmer 
for father, town of Gale. Medium height & build. Signed: Martin De Boer 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  1939 NTSA: Galesville WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: Pettibone Island, R I, La Crosse WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Martin John DeBoer - b. 2 Feb 1896 Onalaska Twp 
WI; res: S. Pettibone, RR 2, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. NOK Mrs. Elizabeth DeBoer, RR1, 
Onalaska [his mother?] Employed by US government, Federal Building, La Crosse, La 
Crosse WI. “third finger, right hand, missing” Height: 5’8” – 165 lbs. Card signed M.J. 
DeBoer. Registered 27 Apr 1942.    
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 20 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: Galesville WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. F, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 2 Feb 1896 Onalaska Twp, La Crosse WI (WWI draft: in La Crosse WI)  
Died: 3 Sep 1959 La Crosse WI (resident of La Crosse, La Crosse Co. WI according to 
probate records)   
Find A Grave record: 118191843, presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location: La Crosse, La Crosse WI 
Cemetery: Oak Grove 
Tombstone: tombstone application: Wisconsin Cpl Co. F 107th Sup Tn, 32nd Div 
 
Father:  John Simon (“Jan”) De Boer, 1869 Netherlands – Jan 1937 La Crosse Co. WI. [His 
funeral was held 12 Jan 1937]  
Also found listed with a birth date of 13 Aug 1868 Holwerd, Dongeradeel, Friesland, 
Netherlands and 28 Jan 1868.  
Son of Simon John DeBoer & Aaltje Klazes Bruinsma.  
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Appears to have emigrated in 1895/1896, between the birth of his 2 oldest children – 
Clarence b. 14 Aug 1894 or 1895 in Holland & Martin b. 2 Feb 1896 in Wisconsin. (There is 
not much “space” between the birth of these two children if Clarence was born in 1895.) 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 16 Jan 1937 p 9 – Mr. & Mrs. Epa DeBoer returned 
Wednesday from La Crosse where they attended the funeral of Epa’s uncle, John DeBoer, 
on Tuesday, 12 Jan 1937.  
“La Crosse Tribune” 20 Aug 1937 p 13 – Elizabeth DeBoer, executor of the estate of John 
DeBoer, is presenting her final accounting. 
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. 
Find A Grave: 87752009 
 
Mother:  Elizabeth (Elisabeth/Lizzie/Lijsbert) Pieters Fennema Grond De Boer, 1870 
Netherlands [or 30 Dec 1872 according to Find A Grave, although tombstone is inscribed 
1870] – 22 Apr 1954 La Crosse, La Crosse WI. Also found as 29 Dec 1871 Blija, 
Ferwerdersdiel, Friesland, Netherlands.   
Unsure of maiden name; also found as Grond.  
Obituary: “La Crosse Tribune” 23 Apr 1954 p 2 – Mrs. Elizabeth DeBoer, 83, of Midway, died 
22 Apr 1954 at a La Crosse hospital after a short illness. She is survived by 1 daughter Mrs. 
H.A. Larson of Onalaska & 4 sons: Clarence DeBoer (Milwaukee), Martin DeBoer 
(Onalaska), Cornelius DeBoer (Onalaska) & Isaac DeBoer (Rushford WI). Survived by 2 
sisters in the Netherlands. She was preceded in death by her husband & 1 son [Peter].  
Interment in Oak Grove. – 
“La Crosse Tribune” 1 Jun 1954 p 16 – estate of the deceased Elizabeth DeBoer to be 
determined 31 Aug 1954. 
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI.   
Find A Grave: 87751954 
Parents’ marriage: 2 Apr 1895 Netherlands. 
 
Spouse:  Alice Luella Mulder DeBoer, 16 Oct 1894 Onalaska, La Crosse WI [Find A Grave: 
born La Crosse, La Crosse WI]– 29 Sep 1974 Onalaska, La Crosse WI.  
Daughter of Bronno W. Mulder & Gertrude (“Gertie”) Stellingwerf.   
She lived in CA in 1960.  
Living with Martin in the 1930 census in Galesville WI but with the symbol M for married 
crossed out & then living with their children in Onalaska WI in 1940.  
Obituary: “La Crosse Tribune” 30 Sep 1974 p 7 – Mrs. Alice L. Deboer, 79, of Onalaska WI 
died at a West Salem WI nursing home on Sunday, 29 Sep 1974. She was born in La Crosse 
in 1894. She is survived by 2 daughters: Mrs. Eldon (Mildred) Hall of Medford WI & Mrs. 
Calvin (Gertrude) Paudler of Onalaska & 2 sons: Dr. Lloyd DeBoer (Kent OH) & Bronno 
DeBoer (Onalaska). She was preceded in death by her husband Martin & 1 sister. Burial in 
Onalaska WI.  
Buried in Onalaska City Cemetery, Onalaska, La Crosse WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 32195836 
Marriage: 1922.  
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“La Crosse Tribune” 16 Nov 1922 p 6 – marriage license obtained by Martin J. DeBoer & 
Alice Mulder, both of Midway.  
Divorce: ““La Crosse Tribune” 8 Jun 1934 p 6 – “Contested Divorce Case Before Court” – a 
contested case is being heard by Judge Robert S. Cowie in circuit court on 8 Jun. Martin 
DeBoer sued Alice DeBoer on grounds of cruel & inhuman treatment; there is a counter-
suit for separate maintenance. 
 
Spouse:  Julitta A. (“Julie”) Hoeschen Schrepel DeBoer Hauswirth, 18 Dec 1906 Avon, 
Stearns MN – 14 Sep 1997 La Crosse, La Crosse WI.  
Daughter of Theodore Hoeschen & Rosa Micklish. 
Julitta Hoeschen married Paul Henry Schrepel 6 Jun 1927 in St. Cloud, Stearns MN; they 
divorced in Sep 1943. She married 1 Nov 1946 to Martin De Boer of La Crosse.  
Paul Schrepel was born 26 Mar 1905 Le Sueur Co. MN & died 13 Oct 1984 in Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. He was cremated; ashes scattered in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, 
Fort Worth, Tarrant TX.    F: 239409480 
Her only child was Cheryl P. Schrepel (1929-2006); see below. 
After Martin DeBoer’s death, she married Rudolph R. Hauswirth (1908-1991, F: 124198227) 
on 9 Jul 1971 in Iowa.  
Obituary of 3rd husband: “La Crosse Tribune” 23 Jun 1991 p 13 – Rudolph R. Hauswirth, 82, 
of La Crescent MN d. 21 Jun 1991 in La Crosse WI; b. 23 Oct 1908. Married Julitta De Boer 9 
Jul 1971 in IA. Burial in Catholic Cemetery of La Crosse WI.  
Mother’s obituary: “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 22 Apr 1954 p 17 – Mrs. Catherine Rose 
Hoeschen, 74, d. 17 Apr 1954 in Waite Park, St. Cloud MN [misspelled as Wade Park]. She 
had 12 children, 1 of whom is Mrs. Martin (Julitta) De Boer.  
Obituary: “La Crosse Tribune” 16 Sep 1997 p 11 – Julitta A. (Julie) Hauswirth, 90, former 
resident of Pettibone Island & La Crescent MN, d. Sunday 14 Sep 1997 at Bethany-St. 
Joseph Care Center, La Crosse. She was born 18 Dec 1906 to Theodore & Rosa (Micklish) 
Hoeschen. She married Paul Schrepel 6 Jun 1927 in St. Cloud, Stearns MN; they divorced. 
Married 1 Nov 1946 to Martin De Boer of La Crosse WI; he died 3 Sep 1959. Married 
Rudolph Hauswirth 9 Jul 1971; he died 21 Jun 1991. She worked at Electric Auto Lite for 16 
years until the plant closed. She took great joy in her 4 houses on Pettibone Island. She is 
survived by her only child, Cheryl P. (Calvin) Yeske of La Crosse WI.  
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. 
Shares the tombstone with Martin although she had remarried; she was his surviving 
widow. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 118191825 
Marriage: 1 Nov 1946 La Crosse, La Crosse WI.   
“La Crosse Tribune” 23 Oct 1946 p 10 – marriage license obtained in La Crosse Co. WI by 
Martin J. DeBoer, R. 1, La Crosse & Julietta Schrapel [sic], R 1, La Crosse Co., to be married 
1 Nov 1946 in La Crosse.  
“La Crosse Tribune” 26 Dec 1946 p 8 – photo of the newlyweds Julita Schrepel & Martin J. 
DeBoer [copied above]. 
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Children: by Alice Luella Mulder 

• Lloyd Martin DeBoer, 20 Nov 1923 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – 15 Oct 2007 Riverton, 
Fremont WY. - Age 6 years 5 months WI on 17 Apr 1930 (census). - “La Crosse 
Tribune” 27 May 1941 p 4 – photo – The largest graduating class in the history of 
Holmen High School – numbering 34 – will hold its commencement ceremony on 29 
May 1941. Addressing the attendees will be valedictorian Miss Echo Price and 
salutatorian, Lloyd DeBoer, son of Mrs. Alice DeBoer. [note his father is not 
mentioned] Both were members of the Holmen High School band & chorus, 
participated in forensics, were in the 4-H Club; Lloyd belonged to Future Farmers of 
America, was in the cast of the senior play and had perfect attendance in high 
school. - Married Virginia Anita Rano (1922-2011) ion 28 Aug 1948 in Cambridge MA. 
Marriage: ““La Crosse Tribune” 16 Aug 1948 p 8 – Mrs. Ethel Maude Rano of 
Cambridge MA announces the forthcoming marriage on Saturday, 28 Aug 1948 at 
First Baptist Church, Cambridge MA of her daughter Virginia Anita Rano to Lloyd 
Martin DeBoer. He is the son of Mrs. Alice DeBoer, Onalaska WI. - Lived in OH, FL, 
MA, VA, WY, etc. - “Akron (OH) Beacon-Journal” 14 Feb 1973 p 3 – Lloyd obtained a 
B.S. degree in 1947 from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign & an MBA 
from Harvard University Business School. Dr. Lloyd M. DeBoer, marketing 
professor, has been named director of the doctoral programs in the College of 
Business Administration at Kent State University. – In Nov 1973 Dr. DeBoer was the 
chairman of the Kent State University faculty senate. He also taught at the 
University of Illinois (Champaign-Urbana) & George Mason University (Fairfax VA).   

• Mildred Alice DeBoer Hall, 2 Apr 1925 Galesville, Trempealeau WI – 20 Dec 2020 
Browning, Taylor WI. - Birth: “La Crosse Tribune” 19 Apr 1925 p 6 – A daughter was 
born to Mr. & Mrs. Martin DeBoer on 2 Apr 1925. She was age 4 years 11 months WI 
on 17 Apr 1930. - Marriage: “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 8 Jun 1951 p 9 – Mildred 
Alice DeBoer, daughter of Mrs. Alice DeBoer, Rte. 1, Onalaska WI, married Eldon W. 
Hall, son of Mr. & Mrs. William Hall of Medford WI at the New Amsterdam 
Presbyterian Church on the afternoon of 2 Jun 1951. Her maid of honor was her 
sister Gertrude DeBoer of Onalaska. Her brother Lloyd A. DeBoer came from 
Champaign IL to present his sister in marriage. Her brother Bronno DeBoer was the 
groomsman. The couple will live on a farm at Medford. Mildred was teaching home 
economics at Medford High School. She is a graduate of Holmen High School, La 
Crosse State Teachers College & Stout Institute (Menominee).  Among guests 
attending the wedding were Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd DeBoer & daughter Patricia of 
Champaign IL, Mrs. Gertie Mulder & Mrs. Alice DeBoer of Onalaska WI. [note her 
father Martin did not attend the wedding or walk her down the aisle; nor is he 
mentioned as her father] - When Mildred’s daughter Susan Kay Hall d. 6 Jan 2005, 
both her parents were alive. Susan was buried in Medford Evergreen Cemetery II. - 
Also buried in this cemetery in Medford WI is Mildred’s husband Eldon Hall (1927-
2015, F: 154945093). The couple had 7 children. The tombstone photograph on Find 
A Grave has an open date year.  – Buried in Evergreen Cemetery II, Medford, Taylor 
WI. F: 220174392.  
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• Gertrude Beth (“Trudy”) DeBoer Paudler, 24 Sep 1927 Galesville, Trempealeau WI – 
13 Apr 2016 La Crosse Co. WI. - The “La Crosse Tribune” of 1 Jan 1928 p 12 notes 
that a daughter was born 24 Sep 1927 to Mr. & Mrs. Martin DeBoer of Galesville WI. - 
Age 2 years 6 months WI on 17 Apr 1930 (census). - Married 16 Jul 1960 to Calvin 
Paudler. – She was a graduate of Holmen High School & La Crosse State College 
(where she majored in elementary education). She taught school after graduation in 
Eau Claire WI, St. Louis Park MN, Onalaska & La Crosse for 33 years. Survived by 
sister Mildred Hall; preceded in death by parents & 2 brothers, Lloyd & Bronno 
DeBore. – Married Calvin O. Paudler (1926-2023, F: 284424188) on 16 Jul 1960. - 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. F: 161030451 

• Bronno Junior DeBoer, 26 Feb 1931 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – 9 Jul 2008 Holmen, La 
Crosse WI. - “La Crosse Tribune” 12 Feb 1932 p 13 – The year-old son of Martin 
DeBoer injured his leg in a fall from a high chair. - Bronno was age 9 WI in 1940 
census. – Engaged to Delpha Rae Herbert of Madison WI in Jul 1957. She was the 
daughter of Clarence M. Herbert of Richland Center WI. Bronno & Delpha married 
17 Aug 1957 in the Lutheran Church at Richland Center, Richland WI. - Buried in 
Green Mound Cemetery, Holman, La Crosse WI. F: 125086308 

 
Stepdaughter: by his 2nd wife Julitta Hoeschen Schrepel’s 1st marriage, to Paul Schrepel 

• Cheryl P. Schrepel Yeske, 11 Apr 1929 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 6 Jun 2006 La 
Crosse, La Crosse WI. – Married Calvin H. (Cal) Yeske (1925-2000, F: 231143239) on 
18 Oct 1947 in the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in La Crosse, La Crosse WI. 
Calvin was the son of William Yeske. – Buried in Mormon Coulee Memorial Park, La 
Crosse, La Crosse WI, F: 231143245 

 
Siblings:  Martin was the 2nd-oldest child. He was the 1st child born in the US. 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L6L7-LTD/martin-john-deboer-1896-1959 

• Clarence John (“Klaas”) DeBoer, 14 Aug 1895 [Aug 1894 in 1900 census] Holwerd, 
Dongeradeel, Friesland, Netherlands – 17 Feb 1984 King, Waupaca WI. - Emigrated 
1894.  - Husband of Mabel Dale (1891-1967), whom he married in 1920. - They were 
residents of South Milwaukee WI when Mabel’s father Harry Dale died 29 Jan 1934 & 
also in the 1930 & 1940 censuses. 

• Cornelius John (“Con”) DeBoer, 2 Jul 1897 Onalaska, La Crosse WI – 11 Nov 1969 
Onalaska, La Crosse WI. - Husband of Myrtle Charolette Greeno (1900-1971, F: 
46180033). - Buried in Onalaska City Cemetery with Myrtle. F: 46180023 

• Peter John DeBoer, 23 May 1899 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – 5 Sep 1936 Holmen, La 
Crosse WI (in St. Francis Hospital). - Married 31 May 1919 to Georgiana Esther 
Dettinger/Dettenger (1899-1930, F: 118482484) of Galesville WI. She died 18 Feb 
1930; in the 1930 census, conducted 10 Apr 1930, he is living in Onalaska WI, 
widowed, with his 4 children.  - Married 7 Oct 1932 to June Pearl Smith (1913-1958, 
F: 126083773); they had 2 children. On 2 Apr 1939 June DeBoer married Marvin 
Millard Poss (1918-2004, F: 79535351). They divorced & she married Cyrus Clement 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L6L7-LTD/martin-john-deboer-1896-1959


119 
 

 

Cott (1914-2007, F: 19716748) on 8 Feb 1957.  - Died at age 37 after being ill 2 days. 
- Buried in Pine Cliff Cemetery, Galesville, Trempealeau WI. F: 118482523 

• Isaac John DeBoer, 28 Feb 1901 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – 10 Jul 1969 Winona, 
Winona MN. - Husband of Lillian M. Koester (1905-1947, F: 118191890) whom he 
married ca. 1922.  They celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary in Sep 1942l - 
Lillian’s obituary naming her as Isaac’s wife in “La Crosse Tribune” 1 Apr 1947 p 12. 
- Husband of Lorraine Margaret Kryzer (1926-1958, F: 113026053), whom he married 
30 Nov 1948 in Rushford, Fillmore MN. - Husband of Cecelia Elizabeth Masyga 
DeBoer Kutchara (1906-1990, F: 190170623). Cecelia’s Find A Grave record lists 5 
spouses. - Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Winona MN. F: 190170441 

• ?? Buried as “daughter” in the plot in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse WI with John 
& Elizabeth DeBoer is Della M. De Boer, 1902-1978. A mystery. - Edith DeBoer 
Larson’s obituary reads she was preceded in death by 5 brothers & 1 sister, and this 
may be her sister Della as no other candidates for a “sister” have as yet been 
located.  Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. F: 174084009 

• Edith DeBoer Larson, 22 Jun 1905 Onalaska, La Crosse WI – 28 Nov 2003 Onalaska, 
La Crosse WI. - In 1930 living in Onalaska WI with her parents, the only child left at 
home. - Wife of Axel Harold (“Harry”) Larson (1888-1971, F: 32196841). Obituary: 
“La Crosse Tribune” 30 Nov 2003 p 22 – Edith Larson, age 98, died at Onalaska Care 
Center on 28 Nov 2003. Born 22 Jun 1905 in Galesville WI to John & Elizabeth 
(Grond) DeBoer. She married Axel Larson in Mar 1931; he d. 28 Nov 1971. Survived 
by a son & daughter. Preceded in death by 5 brothers & 1 sister. - Buried in Onalaska 
City Cemetery, Onalaska. La Crosse WI.  F: 32196845 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 29 Sep 1928 p 8 – The William F. Rowles Post American Legion in 
Galesville has new officers; Martin DeBoer is the 1st vice president. 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 4 Sep 1929 p 4 – From Arpin WI, 31 Aug – Martin DeBoer, his 
wife & 3 children – Lloyd, Gertrude & Mildred – arrived for a weekend visit with his cousin 
Epa DeBoer. On Friday Martin renewed acquaintances with his former Army captain, Fred 
Braem, now a clerk at the Marshfield Post Office, who was commanding officer of Co. F., 
107th Supply Co. They served together in France in WWI. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 19 Nov 1929 p 23 – Joe Hablitzel has taken over management of the 
Standard Oil Company’s sales department here, succeeding Martin DeBoer.  
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“La Crosse Tribune” 26 Oct 1931 p 2 – Mr. & Mrs. Martin DeBoer & their infant son [Bronno, 
b. Feb 1931] have taken a trip to South Dakota. Their other children are being cared for by 
their grandmother. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 2 Jun 1932 p 16 – J.B. Hamre from Madison WI has opened a funeral 
home in Galesville in the former Martin DeBoer residence. Added stock rooms on the 2nd 
floor. 
 
Numerous articles on Newspapers.com about Martin’s hobby of curling (the sport played 
on ice) – such as “La Crosse Tribune” 29 Dec 1934 p 4 – The La Crosse Curling Club 
schedule listed; large membership in history. Each club is named for a rough fish; the 
“Chubs” has as its skips Martin DeBoer & Isaac DeBoer. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 28 Sep 1937 p 2 – John S. Spors was granted a default judgement in a 
foreclosure action against Martin J. DeBoer. 
 
Was a baseball umpire in 1938. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 2 Aug 1943 p 7 – “Claims Two Soldiers Injured Him Saturday” – Martin 
J. DeBoer, age 47, South Pettibone Island, was taken from his home to the hospital via 
police ambulance at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. He claims he was injured by 2 soldiers on 
Saturday night. He had 2 fractured ribs, a black eye & bruises. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 8 Feb 1948 p 18 – The Trempealeau Co. Tuscania Club was organized 
last week on the 30th anniversary of its sinking. There were 6 men present; hope to add 
more members. 
 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune" 7 Feb 1949 p 2 - photo at Tuscania reunion, from La Crosse WI  
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 9 Feb 1950 p 3 – photo – There were 31 attendees at the 
annual Trempealeau County Tuscania Club banquet at Whitehall on 5 Feb. This is the 32nd 
anniversary of the sinking. Listed as Martin J. DeBoer in the photo caption but Martha J. 
DeBoer in the text. He was 1 of the survivors from Trempealeau Co. 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 6 Feb 1956 p 1 – On the 38th anniversary of the Tuscania, 14 
survivors met 5 Feb 1956 at the Elks Club. The WI Tuscania Survivors Association will 
confer with 3 other survivor groups about combining. Attendee Martin DeBoer of La Crosse 
got ill during the event & left before it ended. 
 
1956 La Crosse WI city directory 
DeBoer: 
Bronno, appr tool & die mkr, Eustice Tool & Die, r RD 1 Onalaska WI 
John W. (Ione A.), driver, La Crosse Concrete, h 619 N. 10th 
Julitta, emp Elec Auto-Lite r RD 1, S. Pettibone 
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Martin J. (Julitta), carrier PO, r RD 1 
In the 1958 La Crosse directory, Julitta is entered as Jule. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 5 Feb 1958 p 11 
The 40th anniversary of the Tuscania, marked by the WI Tuscania Survivors in its annual 
reunion on 8 Feb in Eau Claire at the Edwards Hotel. One of the survivors is Martin J. 
DeBoer, formerly of Galesville, now a resident of Rt. 1, Pettibone Island. He has been a La 
Crosse city mail carrier about 30 years. His letter home was printed in the Galesville paper 
in 1918. 
 
"La Crosse Tribune" 6 May 1958 p. 14 - age 62, Martin J. DeBoer retired from the US Post 
Office, his last day being 26 Apr 1958; he was serving as the carrier on Route 11. Residence 
Rte 1, Pettibone Island. Named substitute carrier as of 16 Nov 1936, regular carrier as of 1 
Mar 1944. Born in the township of Holland. Was in the oil business & farming before his 
Post Office employment, Served in the Army 1917-1918, surviving the sinking of the 
Tuscania in Feb 1958, very active in Tuscania Survivors Association, being in charge of its 
arrangements for Feb 1959 meeting in La Crosse. Member American Legion & Masons. 
Survived by wife Julitta; the couple have no children. Enjoyed fishing, hunting, trapping, 
member. His 1st retirement job is to build a boat dock.  
 
 
 
 
Obituary: 
"La Crosse [WI] Tribune" 10 Sep 1959 p 17 lists members of American Legion Post at his 
funeral. 
 
“La Crosse Tribune” 11 Sep 1959 p 11 – La Crosse County Court – in probate: Martini J. De 
Boer, also known as Martin DeBoer, late of the city of La Crosse, La Crosse Co. – will dated 
5 Apr 1948 submitted for probate. Session on 6 Oct 1959. 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – 1923 Kane St. – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
John Debour, 30 Holland, Jun 1869, parents b. Holland, emigrated 1896, alien, married 7 
years, farmer 
Lizzie, 30 Holland, Jun 1869, parents b. Holland, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living, 
emigrated 1896 
Klaas, 5 Holland, Aug 1894, emigrated 1896 
Martin, 4 WI, Feb 1896 
Cornealus, 2 WI, Jul 1897 
Peter, 1 WI, May 1899 
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1905 WI state census – Onalaska, La Crosse WI 
John De Boor, 36 Holland, parents b. Holland, farmer 
Elizabeth, Holland, parents b. Holland 
Clarence, 10 Holland 
Martin, 9 WI 
Cornelius, 7 WI 
Peter, 6 WI 
Isaac, 4 WI 
 
1910 Onalaska, La Crosse WI – conducted 27 Apr 1910 
John De Boer, 41 Holland, parents b. Holland, emigrated 1894, papers filed, in 1st marriage, 
married 17 years, farmer, general farming 
Elisabeth, 40 Holland, parents b. Holland, emigrated 1894, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are 
living 
Clarance, 15 Holland, emigrated 1894 
Martin, 14 WI 
Cornilies, 12 WI 
Peter, 10 WI 
Isac, 9 WI 
Edie, 4 WI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1930 Galesville, Trempeauleau WI – census conducted 17 Apr 1930 
Martin J. De Bour/Debaer, 34 WI, parents b. Holland, age 26 at 1st marriage, salesman, oil 
station [entire page of the census left the question about veteran status blank] 
Alice L., 35 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Holland, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Lloyd, 6 years 50 months WI 
Mildred, 4 years 11 months WI 
Gertrude B., 2 years 6 months WI 
 
1940 Onalaska, La Crosse WI – in 1935 living in La Crosse WI 
Alice De Boer, 45 WI, the M for married is crossed through, no occupation 
Lloyd, 16 WI 
Mildred, 14 WI 
Gertrude, 12 WI 
Bronno, 9 WI 
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1950 La Crosse, La Crosse WI – conducted 6 Apr 1950 
Martin J. De Boer, 54 WI, mail carrier, postal department 
Julitta A., 43 MN, assembler, auto parts factory 


