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TUSCANia 

Dearth, Ernest Wilbur  
1897 IN – 1965 WI 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/1433178891 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 13 Mar 1918 p 4 
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Veterans Administration Master Index –  

 

 
 

WWII draft registration, 14 Feb 1942 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co. WI – he is noted as 
“deaf” 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/14708711 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2708285 
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Life: 
 

 

 Indianapolis IN 
 

 

 Muncie IN 
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Eau Claire WI 
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Eau Claire WI – Ernest as Peter Pan & brother Harold as Happykin (an elf?)  
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Eau Claire WI 
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 Eau Claire WI – excerpts 
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 Eau Claire WI 
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Eau Claire WI – excerpts 
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Eau Claire WI 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eau Claire WI 
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Green Bay WI -  
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 Muncie IN 
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Eau Claire WI 

 
 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 24 Feb 1918 p 12 
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Excerpts -  Eau Claire WI 
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 Eau Claire WI 
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The name should read George Alexander McDonell - 
Eau Claire WI 
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Excerpts -  Eau Claire WI 
 

 Eau Claire WI 
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 Eau Claire WI 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
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 Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Eau Claire WI – beginning of lengthy article 
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 Chippewa Falls WI 
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Eau Claire WI 

 

 

Oconomowoc WI -  
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Wife Esther Lillian Stedman 

 

 

  Eau Claire WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142475252000/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142475252000/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142475252000/facts
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 Eau Claire WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/1465545499 
 

 Eau 
Claire WI – Mrs. ? Janet Dearth 
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  Eau Claire WI 
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 Eau Claire WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/993196883?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=09abb6f9-ea51-4666-ada5-
f5242293cd23&_phsrc=cPx40516&_phstart=successSource 
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 Klamath Falls OR 
 

 Janet Marie Dearth Heimann – Find A Grave  
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Wife Margaret M. Kowelefski Tomaschko 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423024028/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423023931/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423023931/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423023931/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423023931/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/412423023931/facts 
 
 
 

 
Daughter by Lillian Stedman 
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 Eau Claire WI 
Daughter Janet M. Dearth –  
 

 
Stepdaughters: 
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Dolores Tomaschko Spiegl 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/466811990 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/138793510 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/59142643 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/jsonline/name/delores-spiegl-
obituary?id=3274994 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/59142643
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Stepdaughter June D. Tomaschko Schlesinger (1929-2022) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93060384 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62265/records/90475434 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93060384
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https://www.jsonline.com/obituaries/mjs060559 
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Father 
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Muncie IN 
 

 Redondo CA 
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 Eau Claire WI 
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 Alton IL 
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 Muncie IN 
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 Redondo CA 
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 Redondo CA 
 
 
 

 
Mother 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/7716074 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/68489189/person/411000873699/media/edf8b7f9-dd8d-

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/7716074
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43cd-b8ce-fcab0d2c9795?queryId=73101d35-c864-406c-883d-
ff3c3bda7cce&searchContextTreeId=68489189&searchContextPersonId=411000873699&
_phsrc=cPx40479&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/68489189/person/411000873699/media/930f6219-947b-
4acd-ba03-3cd0b74dab67?queryId=ad5a5829-4a73-433d-bd8d-
b2c525db3068&searchContextTreeId=68489189&searchContextPersonId=411000873699
&_phsrc=cPx40480&_phstart=successSource 
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Stepmother 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61370/records/1123334 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61157/records/3577106 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61370/records/1123334
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61157/records/3577106
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873660/facts 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873660/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873660/facts
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 Muncie IN 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Ruth/Rutha Mary Dearth (1899-1899) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/600784284 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/600784284
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Sister Mildred Caroline Dearth Panowski (1900-1988) – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/i3897159-
00018?rc=&queryId=731e71a2-d50b-45a7-a4b7-
d685e6073c15&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx40485&_phstart=successSource&pId=2151296
48 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/801221/person/-2043495963/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/801221/person/-2043495963/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/801221/person/-
2043495363/media/d8250e82-6040-46cc-8dad-f40c39ff2bf9?queryId=a3c53e8e-1a4a-
47d7-ac31-d71fbf1d25e3&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=-
2043495363&_phsrc=cPx40484&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

 
Brother Harold Fletcher Dearth (1901-1965) – Find A Grave 3396028 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-
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2107838450/media/4dbdf93e-7a01-44ab-b1f2-b74f9495fac7?queryId=c243bf1c-5229-
4780-9279-
d0f17d20d13d&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182634&_p
hsrc=cPx40488&_phstart=successSource 
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 Long Beach CA 
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  Long Beach CA 
His Dearth siblings – other than half-sister Mary Frances Dearth – are not on the invitation 
list. His parents are listed but not invited? 
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 Long Beach CA 
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 Eau Claire WI 
 



78 
 

  Baltimore MD 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Brother Robert Leonard Dearth (1903-1974) – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-
bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-
7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_p
hsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_phsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_phsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_phsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_phsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/220813/person/-2087240284/media/e2ff0a83-4501-40e7-bde5-cfb41f9b0184?queryId=5d6abc1a-d55e-4931-bea9-7c976d8c0c62&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_phsrc=cPx40492&_phstart=successSource


79 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/68489189/person/411000873835/media/a1a17163-3660-
44f4-8769-66a6f2f5088d?queryId=93e91750-9695-4f62-8e6c-
c46e020838b8&searchContextTreeId=801221&searchContextPersonId=55001182635&_p
hsrc=cPx40493&_phstart=successSource 
 

 Wausau WI 
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 Wausau WI 
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Wausau WI 
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Wausau WI 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142475245630/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142475245630/facts 
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 Redondo CA 
 

  Ventura CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2167387 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476511963/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476511963/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476511963/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476508264/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476508264/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114262478/person/142476508264/facts
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 Redondo CA 
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 Redondo CA 
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 Venice CA 
 
 
 

 Torrance CA 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/florean-crawford-
obituary?pid=179150170%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26u
tm_campaign%3Dobitsharebeta 
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 Muncie IN 
 

 Muncie IN 
 
Brother Horace Elmore Dearth (1907-1908) 
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Half-sibling (by his father’s 2nd marriage) 

 

half-sister Mary Frances Dearth Goen (1911-1998) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/154197428 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/154197428
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 Redondo CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873661/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873661/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/68489189/person/411000873661/facts
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Redondo CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/171995696 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Name: Ernest Wilbur Dearth 
Name variations: Earnest Wilbur Dearth 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Sanitary #1 - private 
Serial number: 18,193 
Entered service from: Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ernest Dearth 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Ernest Dearth, 317 Summit Ave., Eau Claire WI 
Returned from war on: "Rhode Island" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ernest W. Dearth 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Ernest C. Dearth, Eau Claire WI (PFC, San. Sqd. 7) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): can locate father's draft card but not Ernest Wilbur’s -
Ernest did not need to register on 5 Jun 1917 as he had enlisted pre-draft on 10 May 1917, 
discharged 26 May 1919 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ernest Wilbur Dearth – b. 7 Oct 1897 Royerton IN; 
res: 1801 N. 19th St., Milwaukee WI. NOK Margaret Dearth [no address]. Employed at Falk 
Corp., 3001 W. Canal St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. “deaf” Height: 5”5 ½” – 168 lbs. 
Registered 14 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 May 1917 
Discharged 26 May 1919 
Address: 317 Summit Ave., Eau Claire WI 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Sanitary Squad #7, 32nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Oct 1897 Royertown, Delaware Co. IN  
Died: 1 Aug 1965 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
Find A Grave record: 284532786 (created 2 Jul 2025) 
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery: Pinelawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone: from veteran headstone application: PFC, Army 1st Sanitary Squad #7, 32nd 
Division 
 
Father:  Ernest Clifford Dearth, 21 Jul 1875 Franklin Co. OH or Franklin, Warren OH [Jul 
1874 in 1900 census] – 5 May 1951 Woodriver or Alton, Madison IL.  
Name often found as “Clifford.”  
Son of Alvin Ira Dearth & Mary Ann Zaph.  
Until recently before the death of his 1st wife Cora in Dec 1908, he had been employed at 
the Muncie IN post office. 
On his WWI draft card, dated 12 Sep 1918, Ernest Clifford lived at 317 Summit Ave., Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI. He was a general auditor for the Wisconsin-Minnesota L&P Co., 204 
S. Boston, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. He was of medium height & build. Next-of-kin was 
Clara B. Dearth of the same address. 
Following the death of Cora (Ernest W.’s mother), he married Clara Blemmer Brownlee in 
1910.  
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 11 Mar 1916 p 5 – Held title of 1st tribune in the Eau 
Claire branch of the Jovian Order, a group of electrical people in NW Wisconsin. 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 16 Oct 1918 p 5 – After 4 years as general auditor with 
WI-Light & Power Co., Ernest C. Dearth has opened a public auditing & accounting office in 
the Schlegelmilch Building.  
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 30 Jan 1919 p 8 – ad for Ernest C. Dearth, public 
accountant & auditor, tax work, confidential reports. Located in the Schlegelmilch Building 
at 118 S. Barstow in Eau Claire.  
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 1 Mar 1919 p 8 – with 2 partners sets of Guaranteed 
Development Company (a land company).  
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 9 Mar 1920 p 5 – Stood for election to the board of the 
Eau Claire Civic & Commerce Association.  
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 20 Jun 1926 p 11 – Miss Thelma Peterson of 324 Summit 
Ave. who was in CA over 8 months, having gone there with her uncle Otto Dahl & family, 
visited several people there, including the E.C. Dearth family, now residents of Redondo 
Beach CA.   
Obituary: “Alton (IL) Telegraph” 7 May 1951 p 15 – Eugene Clifford Dearth, 75, whose wife 
Clara B. Dearth is a sister of Mrs. William P. Boynton, died at a hospital at 6 p.m. on 5 May 
1951. He had been visiting with Judge & Mrs. Boynton at their home at 517 Prospect since 
January & was moved to the hospital in Feb 1951 due to illness. He was born 21 Jul 1875.  
In 1944 he retired as manager of Associated Telephone Co. at Redondo Beach CA where 
he was active in the Rotary & Chamber of Commerce, but lived at La Mesa CA. He was a 
graduate of Northwestern IN University with a degree in commerce & science. Survived by 
his wife, 3 sons: Ernest W. Dearth (Milwaukee WI), Robert Dearth (El Segundo CA), Harold 
F. Dearth (La Mesa CA) & 2 sisters [error: these are his 2 daughters] Mrs. Albert Panowski 
(Waukegan IL) & Mrs. Dixon Goen (Washington DC) & brother Ira Dearth of Burbank CA. 
Funeral at Muncie IN.   
Also obituary in “Muncie (IN) Star-Press” 7 May 1951 p 2 – which adds that Ernest Clifford 
was the brother of the late Judge Clarence Dearth. [This obituary has several errors] 
Buried in Beech Grove Cemetery, Muncie, Delaware Co. IN.   
Find A Grave: 77584900 
 
Mother:  Cora Elizabeth/Etta Pittenger Dearth, 25 Dec 1874 Delaware Co. IN – 16 [or 17] 
Dec 1908 Paris, Edgar IL.  
Daughter of Joseph Humphrey Pittenger & Caroline Lavinia Shafer.  
Obituary: “Muncie (IN) Evening Press” 18 Dec 1908 p 1 – Cora Pittenger Dearth, 34, wife of 
Clifford Dearth, d. at their home in Paris IL on 17 Dec 1908 after an illness of 3 weeks. She 
was the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pittenger. Former teacher in the Delaware Co. IN 
schools. Her husband was employed at the Muncie Post Office until recently. Her body 
was taken to the home of her parents 4 miles north of Muncie for the funeral on the 
afternoon of 18 Dec, with burial in Beech Grove. She was well-known in Delaware Co. IN & 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Buried in Beech Grove Cemetery, Muncie, Delaware Co. IN.   
Find A Grave: 77584946 
Parents’ marriage: 29 May 1897 Delaware Co. IN. [in 1900 census said had been married 4 
years.]  
 
Stepmother: Clara Blemmer Brownlee Dearth, 21 Apr 1883 Marin Co. IN – 9 Apr 1979 La 
Mesa, San Diego Co. CA.  
Daughter of John Q. Brownlee & Frances Eliza Wyckoff.  
Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Alton, Madison IL.  
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 92464729 
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Stepmother’s marriage: 24 Jan 1910 Jerseyville, Jersey IL.  
 
Spouse:  Esther Lillian Stedman Dearth, 17 May 1898 WI – Jul 1932 Eau Claire Co. WI.   
Daughter of Fay Benjamin Stedman (1859-1943: F: 100061133) & Albertina Steadman 
(1864-1944, F: 100061159).   
Funeral card of thanks: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 15 Jul 1932 p 12 – card of thanks 
for assistance following the death of their wife, daughter & sister – signed Mr. Ernest Dearth 
& family, Mr. & Mrs. F.B. Stedman & family, Mr. & Mrs. Earl Aldworth [her sister] & family. 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire Co. WI (same cemetery as her 
parents.) 
Spouse Find A Grave: 100061209  
Marriage: 14 Oct 1922 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI.  
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 15 Oct 1922 p 9 – Esther Lillian Stedman, daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. F.B. Stedman of the town of Washington & Ernest W. Dearth, formerly of Eau 
Claire, were married at 9:30 a.m. on 14 Oct 1922 at the parsonage of the 1st Methodist 
Episcopal Church by Rev. A.M. Harkness. The bride was attended by Miss Mildred Dearth 
(the groom’s sister). The groom was attended by Sidney F. Stedman (the bride’s brother). 
Both are well-known in the Eau Claire area, having lived here several years. Ernest is a 
graduate of the local high school & the University of Wisconsin. The couple left at noon for 
their home in Milwaukee where he is employed as a chemist at “The Phoenix.” 
 
Spouse: Margaret M. Kowelefski Tomaschko Dearth, 9 Sep 1908 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
- 9 Mar 1966 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI .   
Her maiden name is spelled a variety of ways; her birth record spells it Kowelefski. In 1910 
censs for Milwaukee, spelled Kowelefski. IN 1920 the family name is spelled Kowelfsky. 
Her birth record is for Margaretha Kowelefski. Also Kowelefska, Kowalifsky, etc. 
Tomaschko is also spelled several ways.  
Daughter of Herman Kowelefsky (1868-1939, buried in Union Cemetery, Milwaukee WI, F: 
115302323) & Bertha Pagel (1873-1939, also buried in Union Cemetery, F: 115302295). Her 
parents were born in East Prussia, Germany & married 8 Aug 1896 in Milwaukee WI. 
Margaret was married to Charles Edward Tomaschko (son of Jacob/Jack Tomaschko & Tilly 
Giese, b. 24 Sep 1903 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - d. 30 Aug 1958 Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
WI), by whom she had two daughters: Delores (later Spiegl] and June [later Schlesinger].   
In the 1930 census Charles & Mary reside in Milwaukee. 
In the 1940 census, Charles Tomaschke, 36 WI, with married status crossed through, was 
a patient in the County Infirmary at Wauwatosa, Wauwatosa WI.  
The two girls are residing with their remarried mother Margaret & listed as Ernest Dearth’s 
stepdaughters in the 1940 census.  
When Charles registered for the WWII draft in 1942, he was a patient at the Muirhead 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium; his next-of-kin was his ex-wife Mrs. Margaret Dearth of 1801 N. 
19th St., Milwaukee. A note reads “rt arm amputated 3 inches below elbow.” 
In the 1950 census, Charles Tomaschko, 46 WI, divorced, is an inmate in the Milwaukee 
County Hospital in Wauwatosa WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  
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Marriage: 17 Jun 1939 Milwaukee Co. WI 
 
Child: daughter by his first wife, Esther Lillian Stedman 

• Janet Marie Dearth Heimann, 26 Mar 1926 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 21 Mar 2017 
Klamath Falls, Klamath OR. Engaged to Wilfred Steven (Bill) Heimann (1920 WI – 
2010 OR, F: 60130793) of Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI in Apr 1948. – In the 1930 & 1940 
censuses, she lived with her maternal grandparents Fay B. & Albertina Stedman in 
Eau Claire Co. WI. - Obtained a marriage license in May 1948 & married in Sacred 
Heart Church, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI on 5 Jun 1948. – In 1949, the couple moved 
to Klamath Falls, Klamath OR. – Janet Heimann is buried in Mount Calvary Catholic 
Cemetery, Klamath Falls, Klamath OR. F: 177691406 

 
 
Stepdaughters: 

• Dolores Tomaschko Spiegl, 21 Mar 1926 WI – 15 Jan 2015 WI. Married 12 Jul 1952 in 
Fond du Lac Co. WI to Peter Spiegl. Peter was born 15 Jun 1924 in Milwaukee Co. WI 
& died 24 Oct 1997.  

• June M. Tomaschko Schlesinger, 15 Jun 1929 WI – 23 Mar 2022 Milwaukee Co. WI. 
Married 29 Oct 1949 in Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to 
Robert F. Schlesinger (1927-1976, F; 130953216). – In the 1950 census for 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, Robert F. Schlesinger (22 WI, repair freight cars, railroad 
yards) lives with wife June D. (20 WI, payroll clerk, trucking concern) on N. 19th St. -  
June is buried in the same cemetery as her stepfather Ernest: Pinelawn Memorial 
Park, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 261263335. 

  
Siblings: Ernest was the oldest of 6 children by Ernest Clifford Dearth & his 1st wife Cora 
Pittenger Dearth. 

• Ruth (Rutha on death certificate) Mary Dearth, 19 Mar 1899 IN – 12 Oct [Nov on Find 
A Grave record] 1899 either Cicero, Jackson, Hamilton Co. IN or Muncie, Delaware 
Co. IN. Died at 11 months according to IN death record. – Died of inflammation of 
the brain, convulsions, exhaustion. - Buried in Beech Grove Cemetery, Muncie, 
Delaware Co. IN. F: 77584964 

• Mildred Caroline Dearth Panowski, 9 Feb 1900 Cicero, Hamilton IN – 24 Nov 1988 
Lake Bluff, Lake IL. - Wife of Albert Panowski (1894-1992) whom she married 2 Feb 
1929.  - Buried in                                              Gurnee, Lake IL. F: 37529451 

• Harold Fletcher Dearth, 1 Nov 1901 Muncie, Delaware IN – 21 Jan 1965 Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles Co. CA. - Graduate of the US Naval Academy, Annapolis MD in 1925. 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 28 May 1925 p 5 – A letter written to an Eau 
Claire friend by Harold F. Dearth, son of Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Dearth from Eau Claire, 
from the US Naval Academy at Annapolis MD. He will graduate in 1 week & then be 
commissioned an officer in the US Navy. It has been the most pleasant 4 years but 
studies are difficult. He ranks in the top half of the graduating class of around 450 
students. He has taken 3 fine summer cruises – 2 to Europe & 1 to the West Indies. 
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He will report for duty on the USS “Mississippi” at Honolulu, Hawaii & sail 1 Jul 1925 
for Australia to complete Pacific maneuvers. He hopes someone else from the area 
will be recommended for his vacancy at the academy.  Veteran tombstone: Indiana 
Commander US Navy WWII. - Husband of Marion Charlsie Runge (1907-1986, F: 
51179828) whom he married 26 or 29 Dec 1932 in Long Beach, Los Angeles CA in St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church. She was known as “Charlsie.” - Buried in Fort Rosecrans 
National Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 3396028 

• Robert Leonard Dearth Sr., 11 Jan 1903 Terre Haute, Vigo Co. IN – 23 Nov 1974 El 
Segundo, Los Angeles CA. - The mother of his son Robert Leonard Jr. (born 26 Nov 
1927 IL, died 1999 VA) was Catherine Florence Geisel, whom he married 26 Nov 
1924 in the Universal Church of the Redeemer, Chicago, Cook Co. IL. She was the 
daughter of Fred Frank Geisel (1879-1963, F: 115326704) & Lydia L. Henkel (1879-
1964, F: 115326712). Catherine (25 Mar 1905 Wausau, Marathon WI – 7 Aug 1996 
Wausau, Marathon WI) later married Nels C. Rasmussen (1883-1968, F: 115337896) 
on 30 Dec 1964 in Waukon IA. – Robert Sr. & Catherine divorced Jul 1935. – Married 
in May 1937 in Santa Barbara Co. CA to Virginia A. Holbrook McBride. Virginia was 
the daughter of John William Holbrook (1863-1951, F: 125135060) & Lucy Helen 
Waring (not Warning) (1862-1942, F: 239385342) who had married 2 Apr 1884. – 
Virginia Holbrook married Lowell McBridge on 15 Apr 1925 in Los Angeles Co. CA. In 
the 1930 census for Redondo Beach, Los Angeles CA, Lowell McBride (28 TX, 
parents b. TX, truck driver for the telephone company) lived with his wife Virginia (24 
CO, parents b. KY, a bookkeeper at a retail company). Also in the household was her 
mother Lucy Holbrook, 67 KY, widow. - When he married Florean Estelle Baker 
Bowden in CA on 3 Dec 1949, he indicated this was his 3rd marriage; it was her 2nd 
marriage – maiden name Baker, daughter of Harold Baker & Effie Calkins. -  Florean 
married Crawford & is buried in Green Hills Cemetery.  

• Horace Elmore Dearth, 14 Aug 1907 Muncie, Delaware Co. IN – 8 Jun 1908 Muncie, 
Delaware IN.  - Buried in Beech Grove Cemetery, Muncie, Delaware Co. IN. F: 
77584928 

 
Half-sister: by his father Ernest Clifford Dearth’s 2nd marriage, to Clara Brownlee 

• Mary Frances (“Ginger”) Dearth Goen, 18 [also found as 20] Jul 1911 Indianapolis, 
Marion IN – 11 Aug 1998 San Diego, San Diego CA. - Wife of Dixon Goen (1918-1997, 
F: 92464784) whom she married in Santa Monica, Los Angeles CA on 15 Jul 1937. - 
Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Alton, Madison IN (same cemetery as her mother). F: 
92464764 

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 25 Dec 1914 p 4 – The First Methodist Sunday School 
put on the cantata, “Why Santa is Happy.” Ernest Dearth portrayed Peter Pan. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 6 Feb 1917 p 5 – Following the commencement 
ceremonies for the 45 high school graduates, the seniors presented their class play, “Mary 
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Goes First.” Portraying Sir Thomas Bodsworth was graduate Ernest Dearth. [How ironic 
that exactly one year later, Ernest’s day would have dawned after the sinking of the 
Tuscania the night before.] 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – On the War Department official list of 
Tuscania passengers is Ernest Dearth of Eau Claire. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – Four from the city are on the Tuscania 
passenger list; there is a large WI contingent. Ernest Dearth is the son of E.C. Dearth, 317 
Summit Ave., who works for the Wisconsin Minnesota Light & Power Co. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 26 May 1918 p 10 – A remembrance service will be held 
at the YMCA on Sunday 26 May 1918 for those former members in military service. One is 
Pvt. Ernest W. Dearth, Med.  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram”22 Jun 1920 p 3 – Ernest Dearth, who was attending 
Lawrence College in Appleton WI, is now at home. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 15 Aug 1924 p 12 – Mrs. Earl Alworth visited her 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. F.B. Stedman near Eau Claire on Saturday & Sunday. She was 
accompanied to her home by her sister, Mrs. Ernest Dearth of Milwaukee, to be her guest 
for a few days. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 16 Jun 1925 p 7 – Mrs. Ernest Dearth, nee Esther 
Stedman, visited her parents, Mr. & Mrs. F.B. Stedman. 
 
1928 Milwaukee WI city directory: 
Dearth, Ernest W. (Esther L.) mach h1467 – 13th 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 19 Sep 1928 p 3 – Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Dearth of 
Milwaukee returned home after visiting her parents, Mr. & Mrs. F.B. Steadman. 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 4 Jan 1930 p 9 – Earnest Dearth of Milwaukee spent the 
holidays at the F.B. Stedman house. [his in-laws] 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 5 Feb 1933 p 2 – “World War Tragedy Took Lives of 225” 
[i.e. 215] – None of the Eau Claire men who survived the Tuscania will attend the 15th 
reunion to be held in Chicago IL from Feb 4-7. Only 3 survivors live in Eau Claire at the 
present, one of them being Ernest Dearth. Captain Wilhelm Meyer, captain of the 
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submarine which sunk the ship, was supposed to attend the NTSA reunion but there was a 
diplomatic incident. 
 
1955 Milwaukee WI city directory: 
Ernest W. & Margaret M. Dearth, 2749 N. 34th, tool grinder at Falk 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 388-01-1867 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Jackson, Hamilton IN – conducted 8 Jun 1900 
Clifford Dearth, 25 IN, Jul 1874, parents b. OH, married 4 years, book keeper, glass fcty 
Cora E., 25 IN, Dec 1874, parents b. IN, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living [Ruth has died] 
Earnest, 2 IN, Oct 1897 
Mildred, 3 months IN, Feb 1900 
 
1910 Indianapolis, Marion IN – 2905 Washington Blvd. – with his father & stepmother – 
conducted 27 Apr 1910 
Ernest C. Dearth, 24 OH, parents b. OH, in 2nd marriage but answers married 13 years, 
traveling auditor, light-heat power co. 
Clara B., 27 IN, father b. IN, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 0 children 
Earnest W., 13 IN 
Mildred C., 10 IN 
Harold F., 9 IN 
Robert L., 8 IN 
For the children: parents b. IN 
 
1920 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 317 Summit Ave. – conducted 22 Jan 1920 
E.C. Dearth, 44 OH, parents b. Denmark [?], traveling salesman 
Clara, 35 IN, parents b. IN 
Earnest, 22 IN, single [no occupation listed] 
Mildred, 19 IN, teacher 
Harold, 18 IN 
Robert, 16 IN 
Mary, 8 IN [Ernest W.’s half-sister] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – this looks like an “add-on” entry not attached to rest of 
family – conducted 14 Apr 1930 
Ernest W. Dearth, 31 IN, parents b. IN, head of household, married, age 25 at 1st marriage, 
assembler, gear co., WWI veteran 
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1930 Washington, Eau Claire Co. WI – conducted 12 Apr 1930 – his wife & daughter with 
her parents 
Fay B. Stedman, 70 WI, parents b. NY, age 24 at 1st marriage, farmer 
Albertina Stedman, 65 WI, parents b. Germany, age 20 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Esther Dearth, 31 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, married [daughter] 
Janet Dearth, 4 WI, father b. IN, mother b. WI [niece] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  - his future wife – conducted 4 Apr 1930 
Charles Tomaschko, 26 WI, age 22 at 1st marriage, laborer in steel factory 
Margaret, 22 WI, parents b. Germany, age 18 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Dolores, 4 WI [daughter] 
June, zero WI [daughter] 
Georger, 24 WI, single, mover, moving van [brother] 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – same place in 1935 - conducted 
Ernest Dearth, 41 WI [incorrect], time keeper, steel products 
Margaret, 31 WI [Ernest’s 2nd wife] 
& stepdaughters: 
Dolores Tomaschka, 14 IW 
June Tomaschka, 10 WI 
 
1940 Washington, Eau Claire Co. WI – his daughter 
Fay B. Stedman, 80 WI 
Albertina Stedman, 75 WI [wife] 
Sidney Stedman, 45 WI, single [son] 
Janet Dearth, 14 Wi [granddaughter] 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – conducted 3 Apr 1950 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/118018916?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=2ee177cd-ad65-43e3-ada4-
c9f04893daf9&_phsrc=cPx40529&_phstart=successSource 
Ernest W. Dearth, 52 IN, tool maker, machine shop, steel foundry  
Margaret M. Dearth, 41 WI [wife] 
Delores Tomaschko, 24 WI, never married, pay-roll clerk, advertising agency 
Two entries later is Ernest’s other stepdaughter: 
Robert F. Schlesinger, 22 WI 
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June D. [Tomaschko] Schlesinger, 20 WI 
 


