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TUSCANia 

 

Cotton, Warren Lee 
1893 WI – 1962 IL 

 
 

 
 

Warren Lee Cotton - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=gallery&s

ort=-created 
 
 
 

  
On p. 194 & 195 in: 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=gallery&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=gallery&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=gallery&sort=-created
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89066171281&view=1up&seq=218 

 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-
J42S?view=index&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5416206?tid=168817668&p

id=282228971460&queryId=b00cb871-8f9e-4b8a-853f-
674c12655505&_phsrc=cPx37326&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5416206?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=b00cb871-8f9e-4b8a-853f-674c12655505&_phsrc=cPx37326&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5416206?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=b00cb871-8f9e-4b8a-853f-674c12655505&_phsrc=cPx37326&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/5416206?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=b00cb871-8f9e-4b8a-853f-674c12655505&_phsrc=cPx37326&_phstart=successSource
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Life: 
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Portage Wi 
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  Portage Wi 
 
 

 

 Portage WI 
 

 Portage Wi 
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Madison WI 

 

 

  Stevens Point WI 
 
 
 
 

  Oshkosh WI 
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 Kenosha WI 
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“Decatur (IL) Herald and Review” 14 Mar 1918 p 4 
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  Portage WI 
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  Fox Lake WI 
 

 Wisconsin Rapids Wi  
    



12 
 

 Portage WI 
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Portage WI 
 

  Wisconsin Rapids WI 
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  Oshkosh WI 
 
 

  Stevens Point WI 
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  Wisconsin Rapids Wi 
 

  Wisconsin Rapids Wi 
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  Wisconsin Rapids Wi 
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Wisconsin Rapids WI 
 

 Stevens Point WI 
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Stevens Point WI 
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 Wisconsin Rapids WI 
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  Stevens Point WI 
 

 

  Oshkosh WI 
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  Oshkosh WI 
 
 

 

  Wisconsin Rapids WI 
 

 
Wisconsin Rapids WI 
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 Beaver Dam WI 
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Stevens Point WI 
 
 

  Oshkosh WI 
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Portage WI 
 
 



26 
 



27 
 

  Appleton WI 
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CORPORAL, not Colonel, Warren Lee Cotton’s letter found by his niece Ruth Trudell in the 

mementoes of her father, Warren’s brother Hubert Cotton 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 10 Nov 1984 p 1 & p 2 

 
 

Wife Mona Marion Smith Cotton Brandt 
 



30 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/facts 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/memories/L56N-RSS 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971460/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140182162?tid=168817668

&pid=282228971460&queryId=ac558a71-f39a-4484-a86c-
817cd15f3378&_phsrc=cPx37329&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140182162?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=ac558a71-f39a-4484-a86c-817cd15f3378&_phsrc=cPx37329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140182162?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=ac558a71-f39a-4484-a86c-817cd15f3378&_phsrc=cPx37329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140182162?tid=168817668&pid=282228971460&queryId=ac558a71-f39a-4484-a86c-817cd15f3378&_phsrc=cPx37329&_phstart=successSource
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Fond du Lac WI 

 

 
Wife Mildred Louise Bigsby 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/840605?tid=27398617&pid

=12570167734&queryId=306a19be-249a-47d8-9301-
781a70691b17&_phsrc=cPx37338&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27398617/person/12570167734/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/840605?tid=27398617&pid=12570167734&queryId=306a19be-249a-47d8-9301-781a70691b17&_phsrc=cPx37338&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/840605?tid=27398617&pid=12570167734&queryId=306a19be-249a-47d8-9301-781a70691b17&_phsrc=cPx37338&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/840605?tid=27398617&pid=12570167734&queryId=306a19be-249a-47d8-9301-781a70691b17&_phsrc=cPx37338&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27398617/person/12570167734/facts
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Oshkosh WI 

 

  
 

Wife Lucile Robertson 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/5428138?tid=&pid=&queryId

=63805393-bd4a-4032-b7ac-f8af8dfdfba9&_phsrc=cPx37269&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
Just a few of the many choices - 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=lucile&q.marriage

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/5428138?tid=&pid=&queryId=63805393-bd4a-4032-b7ac-f8af8dfdfba9&_phsrc=cPx37269&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/5428138?tid=&pid=&queryId=63805393-bd4a-4032-b7ac-f8af8dfdfba9&_phsrc=cPx37269&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=lucile&q.marriageLikeDate.from=1957&q.marriageLikePlace=Chicago%2C%20Cook%2C%20Illinois%2C%20United%20States&q.spouseGivenName=warren%20lee&q.spouseSurname=cotton&q.surname=robertson
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LikeDate.from=1957&q.marriageLikePlace=Chicago%2C%20Cook%2C%20Illinois%2C%2
0United%20States&q.spouseGivenName=warren%20lee&q.spouseSurname=cotton&q.s

urname=robertson   
 
 
 

 

Children: by Mona Smith 
 
 

 
Son Merlin Lee Cotton (1920-1983) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/168817668/person/282229579761/media/de86
a27c-9e05-4ec5-b6cc-adf4c139ede9 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=lucile&q.marriageLikeDate.from=1957&q.marriageLikePlace=Chicago%2C%20Cook%2C%20Illinois%2C%20United%20States&q.spouseGivenName=warren%20lee&q.spouseSurname=cotton&q.surname=robertson
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=lucile&q.marriageLikeDate.from=1957&q.marriageLikePlace=Chicago%2C%20Cook%2C%20Illinois%2C%20United%20States&q.spouseGivenName=warren%20lee&q.spouseSurname=cotton&q.surname=robertson
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=lucile&q.marriageLikeDate.from=1957&q.marriageLikePlace=Chicago%2C%20Cook%2C%20Illinois%2C%20United%20States&q.spouseGivenName=warren%20lee&q.spouseSurname=cotton&q.surname=robertson
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Kenosha WI 

 
 

  
Kenosha WI 
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 Kenosha WI 
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  Kenosha WI 
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Son Kenneth William Cotton (1922-1993) -  Fond du Lac WI 
 

 
Kenneth William Cotton - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/168817668/person/282229579762/media/4610af91-9acc-445e-9c4b-
89ed7095c431 
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 https://www.newspapers.com/image/247976720/ 
Oshkosh WI 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/247976720/
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  Oshkosh WI 
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 Oshkosh WI 
 

Son George Keith Cotton/Cotton (1925-2005) –  
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  Oshkosh WI 
 

 

 
 

Children: by wife Mildred Bigsby 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/383628899 

 
son Warren Robert Cotton (1939 -                      

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/383628899
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/274887957 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/274887957
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/348632677?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=a48797c2-b6d1-4a68-bdcd-
9b688d38aa0a&_phsrc=cPx37267&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/348632677?tid=&pid=&queryId=a48797c2-b6d1-4a68-bdcd-9b688d38aa0a&_phsrc=cPx37267&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/348632677?tid=&pid=&queryId=a48797c2-b6d1-4a68-bdcd-9b688d38aa0a&_phsrc=cPx37267&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/348632677?tid=&pid=&queryId=a48797c2-b6d1-4a68-bdcd-9b688d38aa0a&_phsrc=cPx37267&_phstart=successSource
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  Paducah KY 
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Son Ronald L. Cotton (1947 –  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/56929455?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=15c3551e-9e4e-4e09-9c8c-

782043694125&_phsrc=cPx37274&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

Father 
 

   

 
 

  
2 articles on same page - Stevens Point WI 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/56929455?tid=&pid=&queryId=15c3551e-9e4e-4e09-9c8c-782043694125&_phsrc=cPx37274&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/56929455?tid=&pid=&queryId=15c3551e-9e4e-4e09-9c8c-782043694125&_phsrc=cPx37274&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/56929455?tid=&pid=&queryId=15c3551e-9e4e-4e09-9c8c-782043694125&_phsrc=cPx37274&_phstart=successSource
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Lee Cotton’s store in Coloma, Waushara WI - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-
4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-

77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=28219794206
9&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

Mother Angela Page 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=282197942069&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=282197942069&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=282197942069&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=282197942069&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/168817668/person/282197942069/media/420d3f8a-564e-4fe4-86d5-3f07a1599b9c?queryId=325a19f1-b188-4080-b6ae-77acb1cdf3b0&searchContextTreeId=168817668&searchContextPersonId=282197942069&_phsrc=cPx37316&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00209-

01726?pId=2183878 
 

 
Siblings 
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Brother Hubert Earl Cotton (1886-1959) – Appleton WI 
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Hubert Earl Cotton – woman not identified - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/168817668/person/282228971218/media/9929afe1-e0d2-4cc4-a424-
544a9a383193 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971218/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971218/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282228971218/facts
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 Wisconsin Rapids WI 
 
 
 
 

************************* 
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Brother Edgar Page Cotton (1888-1977) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063017-
02372?pId=60550306 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063017-02372?pId=60550306
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063017-02372?pId=60550306
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282229388899/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282229388899/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062261-
00348?pId=23831442 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282229388899/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168817668/person/282229388899/facts
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
Name: Warren Lee Cotton 
Name variations: Warren Lee Colton 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number: 251,900 
Entered service from: Coloma, Waushara WI   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Warren L. Cotton 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Lee H. Cotton, Coloma WI 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Warren L. Cotton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Lee H. Cotton, Coloma WI (sgt, Co. F, 2nd Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Warren Lee Cotton - b. 26 Feb 1893 New Chester 
WI; res: Coloma, Waushara WI. Single. Printer & book keeper, Follett & Son, Coloma WI. 
Tall & slender.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Ripon WI - 1955 WI Survivors: 862 
Roscoe St., Chicago IL 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Warren Lee Cotton -- b. 26 Nov 1893 Adams Co. 
WI; res: Lane St., Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. Mailing address: General Delivery, Ripon WI. NOK 
Mrs. Mildred Cotton, no address provided. Employed at Home Printing Co., Ripon WI. 
Height: 5’11” – weight: 140 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 2 Aug 1917 
Discharged 15 Aug 1919 
Address: Wautoma WI 
Rank/unit: sergeant, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 26 Feb 1893 (26 Nov 1893 - II) New Chester, Adams WI  
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Died: 16 Feb 1962 Chicago, Cook IL (Illinois Masonic Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 222937247 (cemetery info from Cook Co. IL death record & obit 
"Chicago Tribune" 18 Feb 1962 p 34  
Burial location: Hillside, Cook IL 
Cemetery: Oakridge-Glen Oak 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Lee Harvey Cotton, Oct 1853 Adams Co. WI – 12 Apr 1935 Coloma, Waushara WI.  
Son of Emulous Plutarch Cotton & Caroline L. Lee. 
Obituary: “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 18 Apr 1935 p 5 – Lee H. Cotton, who conducted a 
small store at Coloma Corners for several years, died Friday morning, 12 Apr 1935, after 
the illness of a few weeks. Although his health had not been good a long time, he did not 
consult specialists until a few weeks ago. He is survived by his wife & 3 sons: H.E. Cotton 
(Wautoma WI), W.L. Cotton (Ripon WI) & Edgar Cotton (Ranger TX). He was about 73 years 
old. Funeral held at his home on 15 Apr, with interment in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Coloma 
WI. 
Buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Coloma, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave: 78615917 
 
Mother:  Angela Page Cotton, May 1854 NY – 1935 Coloma, Waushara WI.  
Name also found as Angelia & Angelea.  
Daughter of Rev. Philip C. Page (F: 78853490) & Betsey F. Pool (F: 78853489) 
Buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Coloma, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave: 78615914 
Parents’ marriage: 1884 
 
Spouse:  Mona Marion Smith Cotton Brandt, 14 May 1899 Coloma, Waushara WI – 5 Jun 
1977 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI.   
Daughter of William M. Smith (1872-1955, F: 118092301) & Grace O. Dulin (1875-1960, F: 
118092312).  
After Mona & Warren divorced, she married Herbert Frederick Brandt on 24 Dec 1941.  
Herbert was born 24 Apr 1900 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI & died 19 Oct 1974 Ripon, Fond 
du lac WI. F: 182136174. 
Obituary of Herbert Brandt: “Oshkosh Northwestern” 21 Oct 1974 p 23 – Herbert Frederick 
Brandt, 74, d. 19 Oct 1974 in Fond du Lac. Born 24 Apr 1900 in Milwaukee. After his 1st wife 
Elsie Grams Brandt died, he married Mona Smith Cotton on 24 Dec 1941. Buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ripon WI.  
Mona’s obituary: “Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” 6 Jun 1977 p 24 – Mrs. Mona Brandt, 78, 
formerly of 712 Metomen St., Ripon WI. Died Sunday, 5 Jun 1977 at Berlin Memorial 
Hospital after a long illness. Born 14 May 1899 in Coloma WI, daughter of William & Grace 
(Dulin) Smith. Educated in Wautoma schools. Housewife in Ripon since 1931. Married 
Warren Cotton 19 Oct 1919. Married Herbert Brandt 24 Dec 1941. Member American 
Legion Auxiliary. Survived by 3 sons: Merlin Cotton (Kenosha WI), Kenneth Cotton (Ripon 
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WI) & George Cotton (Ripon WI) & 1 stepson Herbert Brandt, Jr. of Milwaukee. Her husband 
Herbert preceded her in death.  
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 182136139 
Marriage to Mona: 19 Oct 1919. The couple had 3 sons.  
Warren & Mona divorced 21 Mar 1936 in WI. 
Warren remarried on 12 Apr 1937. Mona remarried in 1941. 
 
Spouse: Mildred Louise Bigsby Cotton, 8 Feb 1909 Mosinee, Marathon WI- 13 May 1955 
Chicago, Cook IL. 
Daughter of Ernest Samuel Bigsby (1869-1959, F: 116402831) & Rayphie (Raphael) E. 
Merryfield (1876-1918, F: 116402792). 
 Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 14 May 1955 p 53 – Mrs. Mildred Cotton, age 46, 862 Roscoe 
St., wife of Warren L. Cotton (a proofreader for the “Chicago Tribune”) died 13 May 1955 in 
Augustana Hospital. Survived by 2 sons: Warren R. & Ronald L. Cotton, her father Ernest 
Bigsby, 2 sisters & 3 brothers. [Note Warren’s 3 sons by his 1st marriage are not 
mentioned].  
Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 14 May 1955 p 53 – Mildred L. Cotton, 862 Roscoe St., d. 13 
May 1955, Wife of Warren L. Cotton, mother of Warren R. & Ronald L. Cotton. Daughter of 
Ernest Bigsby. Interment in Glen Oak Cemetery. 
Buried in Oakridge-Glen Oak Cemetery, Hillside, Cook IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  220529172 
Marriage to Mildred: 12 Apr 1937 in Waukegan, Lake IL. “Oshkosh Northwestern” 16 Apr 
1937 p 12 – Warren L. Cotton married Miss Mildred L. Bigsby of Mosinee at Waukegan IL on 
Monday afternoon, 12 Apr 1937. She is the daughter of Ernest Bigsby of Mosinee & was for 
several years a Fond du Lac resident, where she was assistant superintendent of the 
Children’s Home. For the past few months she has been employed in Chicago. Warren 
came to Ripon 7 years ago from Wautoma & is foreman of the composing department of 
“The Ripon Press.” At present Warren & Mildred are living with Mrs. Demings on Watson St. 
 
Spouse: Lucile/Lucille Robertson Cotton 
It is unclear if “Robertson” is her maiden surname or a married surname. 
She was Warren’s surviving widow.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  
Marriage to Lucile: 1 Mar 1957 Chicago, Cook IL – Warren L. Cotton [widowed] & Lucile 
Robertson 
 
Children: by 1st wife Mona Smith 

• Merlin Lee Cotton, 9 Jul 1920 Endeavor, Marquette WI – 7 Oct 1983 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. - Husband of Mary Alice Watring (11 Jun 1921-13 Jul 1992, F: 
178170427) whom he married 22 Oct 1949. She was the daughter of Burton Daniel 
Watring & Mary Callahan. - WWII veteran. - Obituary: “Kenosha Sunday News” 9 Oct 
1983 p 12 – photo - Merlin L. Cotton, 63, 6309 – 50th Ave., d. 7 Oct 1983 in Kenosha 
Memorial Hospital. Son of the late Warren L. & Mona (Smith) Cotton. Born 9 Jul 1920 
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Endeavor WI. Moved to Ripon WI at an early age. Moved to Kenosha in 1949. 
Graduate of Ripon High School, Ripon College, Columbia University & the U of WI 
(Madison) School of Law. US Navy officer in South Pacific in WWII. Married Mary 
Alice Watring 22 Oct 1949. Practiced law in Kenosha since 1949. Survived by wife, 
daughter & 2 brothers: Kenneth W. Cotton (Ripon) & George K. Cotton (Racine) & 2 
half-brothers: Warren Cotton (Chicago) & Ronald (CA).- Buried in St. James 
Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha Wi.  F: 178170416 

• Kenneth William Cotton, 27 Mar 1922 Augusta, Eau Claire Co. WI – 4 Apr 1993 
Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. - Married 15 Feb 1948 to Ferrel Scholler (3 Feb 1924 
Oshkosh, Winnebago WI- 30 May 2001 Neenah, Winnebago WI, F: 126805144) 
whom he married 15 May 1948. Ferrel was the daughter of William Scholler & Mary 
Hempel. -  Obituary on Find A Grave: employed at Speed Queen, rural mail carrier, 
sportswriter. Survived by 1 brother George (wife Irene) of Searcy AR & 2 half-
brothers: Warren Cotton (Chicago IL) & Ron Cotton (Largo FL) [his father’s sons by 
his 2nd wife] & stepbrother Herbert Brandt [the son of his mother’s 2nd husband]. 
Preceded in death by parents & brother Merlin Cotton. Buried in Rosendale 
Cemetery, Rosendale, Fond du Lac WI. F: 125322618 

• George Keith Cotton, 24 Nov 1925 Wautoma, Waushara WI – 25 Jun 2005 Searcy, 
White AR. - Husband of Irene M. Kreger (1922-2004k, F: 127330374). Obituary: 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 29 Jun 2005 p 15 – George Keith Cotton, 79, of Searcy AR, 
formerly of Ripon WI, died 25 Jun 2005 at his home. Born 24 Nov 1925 Wautoma WI, 
son of Warren & Mona (Smith) Cotton. US Navy in WWII. Lifetime member of the 
Ripon VFW. Married Irene Kreger 14 Aug 1948. Worked for Speed Queen for over 25 
years. Moved to Searcy AR in 1970. Survived by 2 sons. His wife Irene d. 27 Feb 
2004. Preceded in death by his parents & brothers Merlin & Kenneth. Burial in 
Woodlawn, Ripon WI. [His half-brothers are not mentioned] – Buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. F: 127450994 

 
Children: by 2nd wife Mildred Bigsby 

• Warren Robert Cotton, 8 Feb 1939 WI -  Was age 1 in 1940 census. 
• Ronald L. Cotton, 20 Apr 1947 -      

Siblings: 
• Hubert Earl Cotton, 1 Sep 1886 Adams Co. WI – 28 Apr 1959 Appleton, Outagamie 

WI. - Married Susie Marie Stilwell (1892-1961, F: 78615920) on 23 [28?] Sep 1913 in 
Plainfield, Waushara WI. Buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Coloma, Waushara WI. 
F: 78615915 

• Edgar Page Cotton, 5 Jun 1888 Preston, Adams WI – 16 Oct 1977 Ranger, Eastland 
TX. - Husband of Katie Shorey (1879-1944, F: 69322843) whom he married 31 Mar 
1912 in Waushara Co. WI. Katie was the daughter of Asher Page Shorey & Rosilla F. 
Christian; she was earlier married to Elmer James Walker on 18 Jun 1899 in 
Waushara Co. WI. They had 2 children, born 1900 & 1901.  – Elmer James Walker (12 
Dec 1870-13 Sep 1961, both in Wautoma, Waushara WI, F: 112182571). - TX deaths: 
Edgar Page Cotton, son of Lee Harvey Cotton & Angelea Page. Born Preston WI 5 Jun 
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1888. Farmer. SSN 456-07-8020. – His headstone is inscribed COTTEN. His TX death 
certificate & obituary & his wife’s headstone spells his name COTTON. - Buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Ranger, Eastland TX. F: 69322843 

 
 
Notes: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cotton_(minister) 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cotton_(minister)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_Mather 
Cotton Mather was the grandson of Rev. John Cotton. His mother was John’s daughter 
Maria Cotton; his father was Increase Mather, the son of Richard Mather. Cotton Mather 
was a figure in the Salem MA witch trials. 
 
The Cotton family tree: 
 
Rowland Cotton & Mary Hurlbert 
 
 
John Cotton – reverend, Puritan, Massachusetts Bay Colony, grandfather of Cotton Mather 
(son of John’s daughter Maria Cotton & Increase Mather) – born 4 Dec 1585 England, died 
23 Dec 1952 MA. Came to New England in Sep 1933, to the Boston area. 
 
 
 Seaborn Cotton (named because he was born at sea as John Cotton sailed to Boston MA) – 
a reverend 
 

S 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_Mather


74 
 

 
 
 
John Cotton – a reverend, born CT 
 
Thomas Cotton – born CT 
 
Thomas Cotton– born CT, served in the Revolutionary War from CT 
 
Willard Cotton – Served in the Revolutionary War as part of the Windsor Co. VA militia 
 
Owen Cotton – served in the War of 1812, had 23 children 
 
Emulus Plutarch Cotton – moved to Oconomowoc WI, then further north, miller who 
dammed Roche-A-Cri Creek 
 
Lee Cotton – born at Roche-A-Cri WI 
 
Warren Lee Cotton – Tuscania survivor & subject of this biography 
 
Kenneth William Cotton & his siblings & half-brothers 
 
 
 
Pre-war:  
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” 8 Jun 1912 p 3 – Among the graduates of Endeavor 
Academy, whose commencement ceremony will be held 11 Jun – the largest class in 
history with 16 graduates – is Warren L. Cotton. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 10 Nov 1984 p 1 – on the occasion of Veterans Day, Ruth 
Trudell called to offer a letter she found in her father Hubert Cotton’s mementos from his 
brother, Colonel [Corporal] Warren L. Cotton, of the American Expeditionary Forces on the 
occasion of the 11 Nov 1918 Armistice.  There was a peculiar reaction when soldiers heard 
the news. “The Germans celebrated. The Americans contemplated.” The letter dated 19 
Nov 1918 is copied above. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” 7 May 1920 p 1 – “Epitome is Taken Over by Former Coloma 
Soldier Newspaperman” - Warren L. Cotton, Coloma, is the new proprietor of the 
“Marquette County Epitome” newspaper, having purchased it from G.D. Browne. Cotton is 

J
o
h
n 
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well-known in Endeavor as he attended school there for several years. He has run a 
printing business except for the time spent for Uncle Sam overseas. This past winter he 
was working at Grand Rapids WI for a daily newspaper. 
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” 1 Mar 1921 p 1 – The newspaper “The Marquette County 
Epitome” is now in its 20th year. It began as the “Endeavor Epitome” in 1900, and was 
purchased 1 Jan 1914 by Hubert E. Cotton & Warren L. Cotton. They operated the paper 
until their partnership was dissolved in 1914. Hubert stayed on until 1917; in spring 1917 
purchased by Union Publishing Co. Then repurchased by original founder G.D. Browne. 
“The present editor, Warren L. Cotton, purchased it from Mr. Browne in May, 1920.” 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chicago Tribune" 17 Feb 1962 p 44 – Warren L. Cotton, age 70, of 5450 Windsor Ave., was 
proofreader for “Chicago Tribune” since 1946. Died 16 Feb 1962 in Illinois Masonic 
Hospital. Formerly at “The Ripon Press” (Ripon WI) as typographer & press foreman. 
Survived by wife Lucille & 5 sons: Merlin, Kenneth, George, Warren R. & Ronald Cotton & 1 
brother [unnamed] survive. Funeral on 19 Feb in chapel at 4553-61 Milwaukee Ave. 
 
“Chicago Tribune” 18 Feb 1962 p 34 – repeats information above but adds name of brother 
Edgar. Interment Glen Oak Cemetery. Member Masons & International Typographical 
Union, Local 16. 
 
IL, Cook County Deaths: Warren Lee Cotton, 5450 W. Windsor Ave., age 68, married, proof 
reader, b. 26 Feb 1893 Newchester WI. Burial in Glen Oak. Informant: Reed Franklin. 
 
Social Security Number: 393-07-7518 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hancock, Waushara WIc- conducted 12 Jun 1900 
Lee H. Cotton, 36 WI, Oct 1863, parents b. NY, married 16 years, farmer 
Angelia, 46 NY, May 1854, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Herbert E., 13 WI, Sep 1886, at school 
Edgar P., 11 WI, Jan 1888, at school 
Warren L., 7 WI, Feb 1893 
 
1905 WI state census – Coloma, Waushara WI 
Lee H. Cotton, age [number illegible] WI, parents b. NY, merchant 
Angelia, 50 NY, parents b. NY, house work 
Warren, 12 WI 
 
1910 Coloma, Waushara WI – conducted 26 Apr 910 
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Lee H. Cotton, 47 WI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, retail merchant, 
general store 
Angelia A., 55 NY, father b. VT, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are 
living 
Edgar P., 21 WI, single, laborer, odd jobs 
Warren, 17 WI 
 
1920 Coloma, Waushara WI – conducted 6/7 Feb 1920 
Warren L. Cotton [Catton], 26 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, printer, for shop 
Monah M. [Marrah], 22 WI, father b. WI, mother b. IN 
 
1930 Wautoma, Waushara WI – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Warren L. Cotton, 37 WI, parents b. WI, age 26 at 1st marriage, printer, publishing, World 
War I veteran 
Mona M., 30 WI, father b. WI, mother b. IN, age 20 at 1st marriage, saleslady, variety store 
Merlin, 9 WI 
Kenneth, 8 WI 
George, 4 WI 
 
1940 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – Oakroch (spelling?) Rd. – rented – in 1935 the Cotton family 
lived in Chicago, Cook IL – conducted 10/11 Apr 1940 
Warren L. Cotton, 47 WI, printer, printing 
Mildred L., 31 WI, foster mother, boarding house 
Warren Robert, 1 WI 
And niece: 
Betty Jane Fitch, 14 IL, resident of Fond du Lac in 1935 
And foster children: 
Winifred Johnson, 16 WI, in Fond du Lac in 1935 
Vern O’Laughlin, 6 WI 
Eileen O’Laughlin, 3 [blank for state of birth] 
 
1950  Chicago, Cook IL – 862 Roscoe – conducted 19 Apr 1950 
Warren L. Cotton, 56 WI, proofreader, daily newspaper 
Mildred, 41 WI 
Warren R., 11 WI 
Ronald L., 3 IL 
 
 
 


