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TUSCANia 
  
 

Crzenahowski, Paul John [later Paul John Zernie] 
1886 Russia/Poland – 1934 MI 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-77Q6-
G?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRW9-

Z7PZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
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WWI draft registration - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/19395635?tid=&pid=&queryI

d=66b9d52b-ade3-47f4-86c5-
a9b2869256ee&_phsrc=cPx38894&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1068/records/267662?tid=105101420&pid
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=182004479476&queryId=6ef9659b-edfd-4ef4-919d-
9642c88cf9fb&_phsrc=cPx38911&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPL2-W6HB?lang=en 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPL2-W6HB?lang=en
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70780/records/1717?tid=&pid=&queryId=2

78fc07a-cc5a-44ba-a6ed-b35038f6877c&_phsrc=cPx38881&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70780/records/1717?tid=&pid=&queryId=278fc07a-cc5a-44ba-a6ed-b35038f6877c&_phsrc=cPx38881&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70780/records/1717?tid=&pid=&queryId=278fc07a-cc5a-44ba-a6ed-b35038f6877c&_phsrc=cPx38881&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/752481536 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2231990?tid=&pid=&queryId
=59be53cb-46c8-41c6-8c4b-f0d88f699802&_phsrc=cPx38857&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 

 
In the 1920 Grand Rapids MI city directory as ZERNIE - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/421984314 
 

 

 
And in the 1920 Grand Rapids MI city directory at the same address as Paul Czrenahowski - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/421923031?tid=&pid=&quer

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2231990?tid=&pid=&queryId=59be53cb-46c8-41c6-8c4b-f0d88f699802&_phsrc=cPx38857&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2231990?tid=&pid=&queryId=59be53cb-46c8-41c6-8c4b-f0d88f699802&_phsrc=cPx38857&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/421984314
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yId=21624e1d-8d87-47f0-8903-
28b124800b70&_phsrc=cPx38865&_phstart=successSource  

 

 Grand Rapids MI 
 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 15812299 
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Find A Grave 15812299 Grand Rapids MI 
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   Find A Grave 15812299 
 

 
Life: 

 

 

 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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Muskegon MI  

 

 
 

Father: 
 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4844/records/5973 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/3107553 and on Find A 

Grave 7146932 
 
 

 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/3107553
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2549/records/246808 
 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Victoria Czernichowski Lapenska Blain (1883-1954) – Find A Grave 13491157 

 

 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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Note Victoria, who says she was married once before, lists a surname of LaPenskia, with a 

father named John LaPenskia & a mother named Reger Blozewin -
0https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479475/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479475/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479475/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2549/records/345660?tid=105101420&pid

=182004479475&queryId=29649369-5c41-4594-b320-
05b753f8012b&_phsrc=cPx38905&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2549/records/345660?tid=105101420&pid=182004479475&queryId=29649369-5c41-4594-b320-05b753f8012b&_phsrc=cPx38905&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2549/records/345660?tid=105101420&pid=182004479475&queryId=29649369-5c41-4594-b320-05b753f8012b&_phsrc=cPx38905&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2549/records/345660?tid=105101420&pid=182004479475&queryId=29649369-5c41-4594-b320-05b753f8012b&_phsrc=cPx38905&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Boleslaw Andrew (William) Czerney (1890-1937) – Find A Grave 96531975 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/1050846217?tid=&pid=&que

ryId=f146a6bb-3784-480d-815b-
f802049bed79&_phsrc=cPx38887&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Baby boy born 1914 -  
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 Grand Rapids MI 
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 Grand Rapids MI 
Marriage license Nov 1920 

 

 

 
Brother Patrick (Padde) Vlad Sirney (1892-1956) – Benton Harbor MI 
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Lansing MI 
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  St. Joseph MI 
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27 
 

 
Grand Rapids MI 
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Grand Rapids MI 
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30 
 

 
 

Kalamazoo MI 
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Brother Bernie George Zernie (1894-1948) – Bay City MI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/759632860 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/30558440?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=fa9abc3c-1a1e-4190-84e7-21f452b069f0&_phsrc=cPx38869&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 Saginaw MI 
Marriage of wife Alice Sawden to Raymond Mosher Mar 1912 

 
 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/1040426 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/1040426
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 Grand Rapids MI 
 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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 Grand Rapids MI 
 
 

 Grand Rapids MI 
 

 Bay City MI 
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Brother Joseph William Czerny (1900-1977) – Grand Rapids MI 
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Grand Rapids MI  
 



40 
 

 
Grand Rapids MI  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 



41 
 

Name:  Paul John Czrenahowski [later became Paul John Zernie] 
Name variations:  Chrzanowski, Czrenawski, Czernichowski, Cernichowski, Czrenakowski, 
Czerniokowski, Czeriec, Czeriechowski, Czerniechowski, Zernie, Zerney, Czerny, Czernie 
Emigrated as Pawel Cernichowska, age 2, aboard the “Sprite” from Hamburg, Germany, on 
28 Feb 1891.  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 8th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,874 
Entered service from: Dorr, Allegan MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  as Paul J. Chrzanowski (Fold3, p. 42 of roster) & Paul J. 
Czrenahowski (p. 572 of roster) 
Next-of-kin on Tuscania:  mother Regina Chrzanowski in 1 list (handwritten, crossing off 
Czrenahowski), other list Czrenawski, Dorr MI 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Paul J. Czrenahowski 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: Mrs. Regina Czrenahowski, Rot Tree, Dorr MI (pvt, 100th 
Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Paul John Czrenahowski - b. 26 Jun 1886 Chicago 
IL; res: 418 S. Burdick, Kalamazoo MI. Locomotive fireman, NY Central Railroad, 
Kalamazoo MI. Single. Has “dependent mother.”  “mother solely dependent on me for her 
support” – medium height & build 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: Czernahowski, Paul John and Zernie, Paul John 
Enlisted 22 Aug 1917 
Discharged 17 Jun 1919 
Address: RFD 3, Box 97, Door [sic/Dorr] MI 
Rank/unit: pvt, 100th Aero Squadron A S C 
 
MI, Census of WWI Veterans [viewed index only, not document] 
Paul J. Czrenahowski, entered service 22 Aug 1917 at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis MO. 
Resident of Grand Rapids MI. Private. 100th Aero Squadron. Born 28 Jun 1886 Chicago IL. 
Son of John Czrenahowski & Regena Blazwitz. 
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Birth & death: 
Born:   28 Jun 1886 Poland (or Chicago, Cook IL - WWI) or Jul 1887 Russia (at the time 
Poland/Russia, according to MI death record) [father emigrated in 1889 & mother in 1890 
so the Chicago birth claim is unlikely)  
Died: 28 Oct 1934 (or 27 Oct 1934 MI Deaths) Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI (of a cerebral 
hemorrage)  
Paul has two Find A Grave records: 
As Paul J. Zernie: 
Find A Grave record: 15812299, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
As Paul J. Czrenahowski: 
Find A Grave record: 15091313, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Grand Rapids, Kent MI 
Cemetery: Michigan Veterans Home at Grand Rapids  
Tombstone: buried as Paul J. Zernie - veteran tombstone: Michigan Pvt 100 Aero Sq. Air 
Service 
 
Father:  Jan (“John”) Czernichowski, 1855 Poland – 20 Sep 1932 Grand Rapids, Kent MI. 
Immigrated 1890. 
Son of John Czernichowski, according to his MI death record, with mother unknown.  
A Jan Czernichowsky sailed on the “Taormina” to the US on 15 Apr 1890. 
His obituary states he was survived by 1 daughter & 5 sons, all unnamed. Alive were 
Victoria, William, Paul, Patrick, Bernie & Joseph.  
Shares tombstone with wife Regina 
Buried in Saint Stanislaus Cemetery, Dorr, Allegan MI. 
Find A Grave: 7146932 
 
Mother:  Regina Blazzie Czernichowski, 15 May 1856 Poland – 19 Feb 1929 Hilliards, 
Allegan MI.   
Maiden surname also found as Blasziewicz, Blazvech, Blaziewicz, Blaswitz, Blazwitz, 
Blozewin, etc. Shares tombstone with husband Jan. Immigrated 1890. 
Buried in Saint Stanislaus Cemetery, Dorr, Allegan MI 
Find A Grave: 7146956 
Parents’ marriage:  presumably in Poland as they immigrated with some children 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:  
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings: Paul was the 2nd-oldest child. He & his siblings used various spellings of their 
surname during their lives. See https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479475/facts 

• Victoria Czernichowski Lapenske/Lapenskia Blain, 24 Aug 1883 Poland Russia – 24 
Jan 1954 Shelbyville, Allegan MI. – Used the surname of Lapenske in the 1910 
census of Grand Rapids, Kent MI, in which she was married (with no husband 
present) & had 2 children, John (5) & Annie (3) Lapenske. When she married George 
Blaine, she said she had been married once before & listed her surname as 
LaPenskia (with her father listed as John LaPenskia). - Wife of George Blain (1865-
1953), whom she married 6 Jan 1912 in Allegan, Allegan MI. - From MI death record: 
Victoria Blain, buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Wayland MI. Widowed, age 70, 
housewife, resident of Shelbyville MI. Daughter of John & Regina Czernithowski. 
Husband was George Blaine. From Find A Grave: Died in Shelbyville MI after an 
illness of 2 days. Lived in Shelbyville the last 5 years after moving from the home 
farm in Hopkins township. Survived by 4 daughters, 1 son & 2 brothers: Pat Cerney 
& Joe Cerny of Grand Rapids MI. – Listed as Mrs. George Blaine of Bradley MI when 
her father died in Oct 1934. - Buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Wayland, Allegan MI. F: 
13491157 

• Boleslaw Alexander (William) Czerney, 15 Aug 1890 Poland Russia – 13 Nov 1937 
Grand Rapids, Kent MI. – William married Josephine Weit on 17 Apr 1912 in Grand 
Rapids, Kent MI. Both were residents of Grand Rapids MI, both born in Russia. He 
was age 22, a press hand, son of John Czerniech--- & Regina Blazvech. Josephine 
was age 19, a domestic, daughter of Jos. Weit & Mary ---. William’s brother Pade 
Czernichouski was 1 of the 2 witnesses. - Registered for the WWI draft as Bill 
Alexander Czernichowski. - Obtained a marriage license in Grand Rapids, Kent MI in 
Nov 1920 with Stella Marianne Szymczak (1898-1989).  – Willliam was a resident of 
Grand Rapids MI in Oct 1934 when his father died. - MI death record: Resident of 
651 Garfield Ave., Grand Rapids MI at time of death. Died 13 Nov 1937 at age 47 
years, 2 months, 28 days. Employed Grand Rapids Hardware Co. Born in Poland 15 
Aug 1890. Son of John Czernichowski (Poland) & Regina [surname unknown], b. 
Poland. – His obituary lists his names as William A. Czernichowski and Czerney. 
Buried in Polish Catholic Cemetery, also known as Holy Cross Cemetery, Grand 
Rapids, Kent MI. F: 96531975 

• Patrick (Pade/Padde) Vlad Sirney [Pade Vlad Czernichowski], 27 Nov 1892 Chicago, 
Cook IL – 5 Aug 1956 Douglas, Allegan MI. - Husband of Anna Wilma Marshall (1894-
1956, F: 129021055).- In 1917 Elkhart IN city directory, Pade J. Czrenahowski, 
engineer NYCCRR, residing at 418 State. - Registered for the WWI draft as Pade J. 
Czrenahowski at 418 State St., Elkhart IN, b. Chicago IL 27 Nov 1892, locomotive 
engineer for the NY Central Railroad, married. – When their 1st child Ruth R. 
Czernahowski is born 8 Jan 1918 in Elkhart IN, his name is listed as May Pade 
Czernahowski, 25, b. Chicago IL, age 25 & Anna Marshall, 23, b. Detroit MI. – Listed 
as Pat Cerney of Grand Rapids MI in his father’s Oct 1934 obituary. - Death: Patrick 
& Anna died from injuries in a car accident on 5 Aug 1956 outside Douglas MI. - 
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“Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium” 6 Aug 1956 p 11 – The car of Mr. & Mrs. 
Patrick Sirney of Grand Rapids MI left Highway 31 a mile south of Douglas MI & hit a 
tree Sunday afternoon 5 Aug 1956 in Allegan Co. - “Lansing (MI) State Journal” 6 Aug 
1956 p 8 – Patrick Sirney, 64 & wife Ann, 62, were killed Sunday when their car left 
Highway 31 & hit a tree 5 miles west of Douglas MI in Allegan Co.  - “St. Joseph (MI) 
Herald-Press” 6 Aug 1956 p 1 – Although police think a bird may have struck the 
windshield, causing the car accident of Mr. & Mrs. Patrick (Pade) Sirney of Grand 
Rapids MI on Sunday, 5 Aug 1956, at 1:30 p.m., they are not sure why the 64-year-
old NY Central engineer of 40 years drove off the highway without braking & struck a 
tree. Ann, 62, was crushed to death in the crash, with head & chest injuries & arm & 
leg fractures. Patrick died in a Holland MI hospital shortly afterwards, with a 
crushed chest and skull & leg fractures.- Buried with wife in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Grand Rapids, Kent MI.  F: 6326703  

• Bernie (Bernard) George Zernie, 23 Sep 1894 Chicago, Cook IL – 10 Sep 1948 Bay 
City, Bay MI.  – Bernie married Anna Lillian/Lillian Ann Williams Taylor on 6 Aug 1919 
in Charlotte, Eaton MI. On their marriage license: Lillian A. Taylor, nee Williams, age 
30, a domestic, resident of Custer MI, daughter of Oliver Williams & Clara Kintner 
(spelling?), married once before, born MI. – Lillian applied for a divorce in Grand 
Rapids, Kent MI on 14 Jul 1933 & again in Oct 1933. In 1936, he married Alice E. 
Sodden (Sawden) Mosher (1888-1957, F: 89383212). - Marriage license: Bernie 
George Zernie, son of John G. Zernie & Regina A. Blazwitz, age 42, resident Hood 
Hotel, Grand Rapids MI, born Chicago IL, express messenger, previously married 1 
time – to Alice E. Mosher, daughter of George Sodden & Carrie Cubbag, age 38, 
resident Bay City MI, born Grand Rapids MI, previously married 1 time, maiden 
surname Sodden.  Married 25 Nov 1936 Grand Rapids, Kent MI. – Alice Sawden, age 
19, had obtained a marriage license with Raymond Mosher, age 22, in Saginaw MI in 
Mar 1912. – Buried in Elm Lawn Cemetery, Bay City, Bay MI. F: 89383244 

• Frank Czernichowski, ca. 1897 IL. Listed as age 13 in the 1910 census. 
• Joseph W. Czerny, 31 Dec 1900 Chicago, Cook IL – 3 Oct 1977 Grand Rapids, Kent 

MI. - Husband of Mary Christine Grawn Pike (1894-1971, F: 32967095), whom he 
married 28 Nov 1922 in Grand Rapids MI. She was a widow; her 1st husband was 
George David Pike (1892-1921). - The son of Mary & George Pike was Lowell Albert 
Pike (1916-1977). - In the 1930 census for Walker, Kent MI, Lowell A. Pike, 13 MI, is 
living with John Czernichowski, 75 Poland. Joseph W. Czerny (29 IL, parents b. 
Poland), age 22 at 1st marriage, clerk at storage company, not a veteran, with wife 
Mary C. 34 MI, age 20 at 1st marriage (father b. Sweden, mother b. Canada) & 
daughter Dorthy M., 6 MI. – Listed as Joe Cerney of Grand Rapids MI in his father’s 
Oct 1934 obituary. – Joseph is buried in Idlewild Cemetery, Kent City MI, sharing 
tombstone with wife Mary C. (1894-1971) & daughter Dorothy (1924-1999).  F: 
32967105 

 
Notes: 
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The family lived in Chicago IL before moving to MI as some of Paul’s siblings were born in 
Chicago after the family immigrated from Russia/Poland. 
 
See family tree at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479472/facts 

 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – Among the survivors, city not given: Paul 
Czernahowski 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479472/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105101420/person/182004479472/facts
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MI death record: Paul J. Zernie - Born Jul 1887 Russia, d. 27 Oct 1934 Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo MI. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery. Age 47, laborer, single. Resident Michigan 
Soldiers Home. Son of John Czernichowski & Regena [surname not listed]. 
 
Veteran headstone application: Paul Zernie, service in WWI, private 100th Aero Squadron 
as Paul J. Czrenahowski. Died 28 Oct 1934. Headstone to Michigan Soldiers’ Home 
Cemetery in Grand Rapids.  
 
Censuses: 
 
 
1910 Dorr, Allegan MI – conducted 21 Apr 1910 - rest of family 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/196612201?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=fa75f993-55dc-46ec-aa50-
02b4e191725f&_phsrc=cPx38898&_phstart=successSource 
John Czernichowski, 53 Russia Poland, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, emigrated 1899, 
naturalized, farmer, general farm 
Regina Czernichowski, 47 Russia Poland, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1890, gave birth to 8 
children, 7 are living [wife] 
Victoria Lapenske, 26 Russian Poland, emigrated 1890, in 1st marriage, married 10 years, 
gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living [daughter] 
Pade Czernichowski, 17 IL, farm laborer, home farm [son] 
Frank Czernichowski, 13 IL [son] 
Jos. Czernichowski, 9 IL [son] 
[For Pade, Frank & Joseph: both parents born Russia/Poland] 
John Lapenske, 5 IL [John’s grandson] 
Annie Lapenske, 3 IL [John’s granddaughter] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1920 Grand Rapids, Kent MI – 21 Lyon St. – conducted 28 Jan 1920 – Paul with brothers 
Bernie & William 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/75012527?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=01ceec2b-63f4-4bf9-8110-e6021f9e0c2c&_phsrc=cPx38879&_phstart=successSource 
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Bernie Czrenahoski, 27 IL, parents b. Poland, shipping clerk, propeller factory [head of 
household] 
Lillian, 30 MI, father b. MI, mother b. OH [wife] 
Paul, 32 IL, parents b. Poland, single, fireman, steam railroad [brother] [not likely born in IL 
as parents had not immigrated] 
William, 29 IL, parents b. Poland, divorced, machine hand, furniture [brother] 
George, 6 IL, father b. IL, mother born Russia/Poland [nephew] 
 
1920 Dorr, Allegan MI – conducted 28 Jan 1920 – his parents & brother Joseph 
John Czrenahowski, 62 Poland, parents b. Poland, unknown emigration date, papers filed, 
farmer 
Regina, 55 Poland, parents b. Poland, unknown emigration date, alien [wife] 
Joseph, 19 MI, farm hand, home farm [son] 
 
1930 Walker, Kent MI – 288 Jones St. – conducted 23 Apr 1930 – his father John & brother 
Joseph 
Joseph W. Czerny, 29 IL, parents b. Poland, age 22 at 1st marriage, clerk, storage company 
Mary C. Czerny, 34 MI, parents b. Sweden [wife] 
Dothy Czerny, 6 MI, father b. IL, mother b. MI [daughter] 
John Czernichowski, 75 Poland, parents b. Poland, widow [father] 
Lowell A. Pike, 13 MI, parents b. MI [son – i.e. the son of Mary by her 1st marriage] 
 
1930  
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/105862203 
 

 
1940 dead 


