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TUSCANIA 
 

Vanderburg, Harry Peter (Sr.) 
1893 Netherlands – 1973 WI 

 
 

 
Harry Peter Vanderburg – Find A Grave 97277509 
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Harry Peter Vandenburg – “Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Monday 29 Jan 1968 p 7 
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Harry Peter Vandenburg is standing at far left - 

 
 
"Tucson Daily Citizen" Saturday 6 Feb 1965 p 5 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/17438539/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/17438539/
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Another version of the group photo – “Tucson (AZ) Citizen” Saturday 6 Feb 1965 p 5 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K9B5-

8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQWY-BGT2 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K9B5-8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQWY-BGT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K9B5-8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQWY-BGT2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93D-99MK-B?i=277&cc=2046887 
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  Obituary of Harry Peter Vanderburg - "La Crosse (WI) Tribune" Monday 12 Feb 1973 
p 5  
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Obituary of Harry Peter Vanderburg in "Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman" 13 Feb 1937 p 18  
 

Life: 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Saturday 12 Jan 1946 p 3 
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“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Thursday 20 Oct 1955 p 17 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 13 Feb 1958 p 11 
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Numerous errors in this article from the “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 27 Mar 1966 p 20 – among 
them, number of soldiers on board, number of casualties (215), burial in Kilnaughton (only one 
grave remains there of an American from Tuscania) and that Captain Meyer spoke at the NTSA 
convention (he did not) 
 

 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 1 Feb 1969 p 2 
 
 

 
 

Wife Mabel Florence Taylor 
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“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Tuesday 4 Oct 1949 p 5 
 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Friday 5 Dec 1947 p 7 

 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 24 Sep 1952 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Presumably a want ad for a caretaker for wife Mabel Taylor Vanderburg, who dies 27 Jan 1953 – 

“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 8 Oct 1952 p 10 
 

Wife Gertrude Elva Halderson Arnston Halderson Van Wyk 
 



23 
 

 
“Winona (MN) Daily Times” Friday 16 Dec 1955 p 11 
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“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Tuesday 20 Dec 1955 p 8 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/23593763/ 
 

 

 
Dade City FL news: “Tampa (FL) Tribune” Saturday 4 Feb 1956 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/511292115/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/23593763/
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Obituary of Gertrude Elva Halderson Vanderburg – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Wednesday 3 May 
1989 p 14 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91056337:61484 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92763167:70873 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91056337:61484
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92763167:70873
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/328120:61705 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/328120:61705
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Monday 12 Aug 1946 p 2 
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“Winona (MN) Daily News” Tuesday 24 Oct 1967 p 12 
 

Children: 
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Son Otto Harry Vanderburg (1921-1974) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/153212617/person/252403966151/media/91fed1a1-ac25-425d-8d62-93a964744497 
 

 
AR marriage license of Otto Harry Vanderburg & Doris Lorraine Jacobson – 30 Oct 1943 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/802397:61775 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/153212617/person/252403966151/media/91fed1a1-ac25-425d-8d62-93a964744497
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/153212617/person/252403966151/media/91fed1a1-ac25-425d-8d62-93a964744497
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/802397:61775
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Daughter Virginia Agnes Vanderburg Jones (1926-2011)  – “Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Saturday 

19 Apr 1947 p 5 
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Marriage on 19 Jun 1948 in North Prairie WI – Virginia Agnes Vanderburg & Trevor Arthur Jones – 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 23 Jun 1948 p 5 
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“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 23 Jun 1948 p 19 
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Marriage license of daughter Mabel Isabel Vanderburg (ca. 1928) & Edward J. Janovitz – “Waukesha 
(WI) Daily Freeman” Friday 19 Mar 1948 p 5 
 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 8 Oct 1947 p 5 
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https://www.facebook.com/isabel.janovetz/ 

 
https://www.facebook.com/people/Isabel-Vanderburg-
Janovetz/pfbid0BycfWriemSLTXp9AY3vRPCVDMNteASnoeTvRQKwFofAG9kgCTafbw78DgyPmhs3il
/ 
 

Daughter (Mabel) Isabel Vanderburg Janovetz 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/isabel.janovetz/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Isabel-Vanderburg-Janovetz/pfbid0BycfWriemSLTXp9AY3vRPCVDMNteASnoeTvRQKwFofAG9kgCTafbw78DgyPmhs3il/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Isabel-Vanderburg-Janovetz/pfbid0BycfWriemSLTXp9AY3vRPCVDMNteASnoeTvRQKwFofAG9kgCTafbw78DgyPmhs3il/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Isabel-Vanderburg-Janovetz/pfbid0BycfWriemSLTXp9AY3vRPCVDMNteASnoeTvRQKwFofAG9kgCTafbw78DgyPmhs3il/
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Obituary with two of the many photos available - Isabel’s husband Edward J. 
Janovetzhttps://www.maplecrestfh.com/obituary/Edward-Janovetz 
 
 
 

birth records (which 
vary on date) of son Harry Peter Vanderburg Jr. (1929- 

(https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=harry+peter_vanderburg&birth=1930_wisconsin&coun

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=harry+peter_vanderburg&birth=1930_wisconsin&count=50&father=harry+peter_vanderburg&mother=mabel+florence_taylor&residence=_california-usa_7
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t=50&father=harry+peter_vanderburg&mother=mabel+florence_taylor&residence=_california-
usa_7 

 
 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 2 Feb 1955 p 10 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=harry+peter_vanderburg&birth=1930_wisconsin&count=50&father=harry+peter_vanderburg&mother=mabel+florence_taylor&residence=_california-usa_7
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=harry+peter_vanderburg&birth=1930_wisconsin&count=50&father=harry+peter_vanderburg&mother=mabel+florence_taylor&residence=_california-usa_7
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Harry Peter Vanderburg Jr. – “Waukesha (WI) Daily Freeman” Wednesday 20 Oct 1954 p 9 
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Hometown of Tzummarum, Waadhoeke municipal district, Friesland, Netherlands - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzummarum 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Harry Peter Vanderburg (Sr.) 
Name variations:  nickname: “Preacher” – Van De Burg  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - private 
Serial number:  251,057 
Entered service from:  Trempealeau, Trempealeau WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Harry Peter Vanderburg 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend Miss Gertrude E. Halderson, Trempealeau WI [later the 
woman he marries] 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Harry P. Vanderburg 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Gertrude E. Halderson, Trempealeau WI (cpl, Co 
B., 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Harry Peters Van Derburg - b. 23 Oct 1893 
Tzummarane, Friesland, Holland; res: Trempealeau, Trempealeau WI. Single. Theo. 
[theology/theological] student. Signed Harry Peters VanDerburg. Tall in height, medium 
build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: Mukwonago WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: Rte 1, Mukwonago WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Harry Peter Vanderburg - b. 23 Oct 1893 
Tzummarum, Nederland [sic]; res: Route 1, Mukwonago, Waukesha WI. NOK Mrs. Mabel 
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Vanderburg, no address. Self-employed at Mukwonago, Waukesha WI. Height: 5’11 ½” – 
210 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Route 4, Mukwonago WI 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. B, 107th Supply Train   
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  23 Oct 1893 Tzummarum, Franekaradeal Municipality, Friesland, Netherlands (WWI 
draft: Tzummerane, Holland)  
Died: 11 Feb 1973 La Crosse, La Crosse WI   
Find A Grave record: 97277509 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Centerville, Trempealeau WI 
Cemetery:  Evergreen 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Cpl Co B 107 Supply Tn WWI  
 
Father:  Peter Vanderburg 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Agnes Van Der Zee Vanderburg 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Mabel Florence Taylor Vanderburg, 4 Jul 1899 Beldenville, Pierce WI – 27 Jan 1953 
North Prairie, Waukesha WI. Daughter of Otto Vermillion Taylor & Anna Mathia Svensen. 
Returned home to North Prairie WI from a lengthy stay in a NY hospital in Sep 1952. Buried 
in North Prairie Cemetery, North Prairie, Waukesha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  75138677 
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Gertrude Elva  Halderson Arntson Halderson Vanderburg, 4 May 1888 Vernon Co. 
WI – 1 May 1989 Galesville, Trempealeau WI.  
Daughter of Albert Halderson & Rosalia Mary Caswell. SSN 145755284 
Harry’s WWI next-of-kin, listed as his "friend," becomes his second wife. – According to a later 
newspaper article, Gertrude had refused his offer of marriage. In 1917. Harry was stowing 
Gertrude's photo under his bunk on Tuscania, kneeling down. His roommates thought he was 
praying, as he as a theological student had held religious services on board & had earned the 
nickname “Preacher.” Harry told them he thought they were going to be torpedoed – and it did.  As 
of 1965, Gertrude’s faded photograph was still in his wallet.  
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 On 25 Dec 1922, Gertrude Halderson married Harold Palmer Arnston (1891 WI – 1955 MN, F: 
21510480) in Trempealeau Co. WI. Harold is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse 
WI. 
 
On 16 Sep 1927, Gertrude married Herman Louis Halderson (1873-1946, F: 145192923), who was 
earlier married to Leona L. Stephan (1892-1967, F: 145964524), the daughter of Wendell Stephan & 
Mary E. Kobler. Herman & Leona had three daughters, who are mentioned in his & her obituaries: 
Mary A. Halderson (Mrs. Martin Olson), ca. 1919 – Helen L. Halderson (ca. 1921) – Ruth Adeline 
Halderson Sacia Gerard (ca. 1924). Herman is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Centerville, 
Trempealeau WI. In the 1920 census, Herman (45) & wife Leona (27 MN) lived in Trempealeau, 
Trempealeau WI with daughters Ruth (5) & Mary (1).  
 
In the 1930 census for Trempealeau, Trempealeau Co. WI, Herman Halderson (57 WI, parents b. 
Norway) had no occupation. Living with him were his wife Gertrude (40 WI, parents b. Norway) & 
daughters Ruth (16 WI), Mary (11 WI) & Helen (9 WI). He had married for the 1st time at age 50 & 
Gertrude had married for the 1st time at age 32, they reported. 
 
With this marriage, Gertrude returned to her maiden surname of Halderson. 
 
Harry reconnected with Gertrude after he was widowed & found out she was widowed when 
attending a Tuscania survivors reunion.  
 
Spouse Find A Grave:  75138677 
Marriage:  15 Dec 1955 Nashua, Chickasaw IA – in the “Little Brown Church in the Vale” 
 
 
 
Children: by Harry’s 1st wife, Mabel Florence Taylor 

• Otto Harry Vanderburg, 7 Sep 1921 Exeland, Sawyer WI – 13 Aug 1974 Gainesville, Alachua 
FL. Married 30 Oct 1943 in Blytheville, Mississippi Co. AR to Doris Lorraine Jacobson (1924 
Wi – 2018 WI, F: 187714437), the daughter of Craney (Jake) Jacobson & Veronica Smasal. 
She later married Edward William Bloede (1923-2010). – Otto was a 1st lieutenant in the US 
Army Air Corps. Buried in North Prairie Cemetery, North Prairie, Waukesha WI. F: 37817629 

• Virginia Agnes Vanderburg Jones, 14 Aug 1926 WI – 21 Sep 2011. Wife of Trevor Arthur Jones 
(1926 WI-1993 FL, F: 14504393), the son of Arthur N. Jones & Clara Jane Tarrant. They 
married 19 Jun 1948 in North Prairie, Waukesha WI. Resident of FL in Feb 1973 when her 
father died. Resident of Seminole FL in Sep 1996 when she received Sigma Sigma Sigma 
award. Buried in Seminole Cemetery, Seminole, Pinellas FL. F: 214878139 

• (Mabel) Isabel Vanderburg Janovetz, ca. 1928 WI. On 3 Apr 1948, Isabel (who used her 1st 
name) married Edward J. (“Eddie”) Janovetz (1926-2015, F: 149724727) in St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, Waukesha, Waukesha WI. Edward is buried in Central Wisconsin 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery, King, Waupaca WI. Resident of WI in Feb 1973 when her 
father died. – On Facebook as of 23 Apr 2023. 

• Harry Peter Vanderburg Jr., 13 or 15 Dec 1929  WI -   . Married on 29 Jan 1955 in Los Angeles 
Co. CA to Patricia J. Cameron (1935-2018 CA, F: 187495363, burial details unknown.). They 
resided in Visalia CA.  
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Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/105745727/person/250046087406/facts?_phsrc=hFB64451&_phstart=su
ccessSource 
 
Emigrated 1911 aboard “Noorland” 
Petition for naturalization 7 Apr 1916 in Trempealeau Co. WI. 
Oath of allegiance as citizen administered 8 Oct 1919. 
 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 395-32-5253 
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – Evangelistic Bible Study – conducted 13 Jan 1920 – his name is 
reversed but this appears to be Harry 
Peter H. Vanderburg, 26 Holland, parents b. Holland, single, emigrated 1911, naturalized 
1916, student for ministry 
 
1930 Mukwanago, Waukesha WI – conducted 16 Apr 1930 – County Trunk E 
Harry P. VANDEBURG, 36 Holland, parents b. Holland, emigrated 1911, naturalized, spoke 
German, age 27 at 1st marriage, broker, livestock, WWI veteran 
Mabel, 30 WI, parents b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Otto H., 8 WI 
Virginia A., 3 WI 
M. Isabell, 1 WI 
Harry P. 4 (?) months WI 
& sister-in-law Myrtle Taylor, 17 WI, parents b. WI, single, servant, private family 
 
Harry is double-counted in the 1940 census, once with his family & once in the veterans’ 
hospital 
1940 Mukwonago, Waukesha WI – conducted 16 Apr 1940 – same house in 1935 
Harry VANDERBERG, 46 Holland, no occupation listed 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105745727/person/250046087406/facts?_phsrc=hFB64451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105745727/person/250046087406/facts?_phsrc=hFB64451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105745727/person/250046087406/facts?_phsrc=hFB64451&_phstart=successSource
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Mabel, 40 WI 
Otto, 18 WI, laborer, condensing milk company 
Virginia, 13 WI 
Isabell, 12 WI 
Harry Jr. 10 WI 
& servant Beatrice Stiegen, 17 WI, in rural Sawyer Co. WI in 1935, maid, private family 
 
1940 Waukesha, Waukesha WI – US Veterans Administration Station R-30, Waukesha 
Annex – conducted 15 Apr 1940 
Harry P. Vanderburg, 45, place of birth note entered for anyone, single, inmate 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


