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TUSCANIA 
 

Van Valzah, Shannon Laurie 
1888 PA – 1933 CO 

 

 
Shannon Laurie Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/5119c979-7619-
4fe2-a656-d486473bf417?_phsrc=hFB64410&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/5119c979-7619-4fe2-a656-d486473bf417?_phsrc=hFB64410&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/5119c979-7619-4fe2-a656-d486473bf417?_phsrc=hFB64410&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/5119c979-7619-4fe2-a656-d486473bf417?_phsrc=hFB64410&_phstart=successSource
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Shannon Laurie Van Valzah, at the University of Oregon, 1911 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/a1c278e4-3fa5-

40a1-8092-3398c44ac77a?_phsrc=hFB64411&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/a1c278e4-3fa5-40a1-8092-3398c44ac77a?_phsrc=hFB64411&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/a1c278e4-3fa5-40a1-8092-3398c44ac77a?_phsrc=hFB64411&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/169273352/person/102192910940/media/a1c278e4-3fa5-40a1-8092-3398c44ac77a?_phsrc=hFB64411&_phstart=successSource
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Brothers Robert Clark Van Valzah (left) & Shannon Laurie Van Valzah (right) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/120837818/person/261002048689/media/22b18e7a-8512-

4820-8849-2466829fac9d?_phsrc=hFB64412&_phstart=successSource 
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Shannon Laurie Van Valzah – “Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun” 8 Feb 1918 p 

20 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/368088091/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/368088091/


5 
 

  
“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1082682974/ 
 
 

 
Arlington National Cemetery – Find A Grave 49331047 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQ9J-

V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7PS-N7ZM 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1875919:2590 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQ9J-V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7PS-N7ZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQ9J-V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7PS-N7ZM
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7400628:2451 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9FH-

SSGB?i=1152&cc=2193241&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVSH-WL4Z 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1867893:2345 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9FH-SSGB?i=1152&cc=2193241&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVSH-WL4Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9FH-SSGB?i=1152&cc=2193241&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVSH-WL4Z
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Shannon Laurie Van Valzah was a 
1st lieutenant and Army physician 
aboard Tuscania. Born in 1888, he 
received his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Oregon in 1910, 
and his medical degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1914. He 
served as part of the Medical 
Reserve Corps at Ancon Hospital, 
Panama Canal Zone, as of 
September 1916. Shannon 
graduated from the Army Medical 
School in 1917, and became a 1st 
lieutenant in the Medical Reserve 
Corps on September 16, 1917, and 
then was named with the same rank 
to the Army Medical Corps on 
February 5, 1917, exactly one year 
before his adventure on the 

Tuscania. He was promoted to captain on March 28, 1918, and to major on May 28, 1928. The 1920 
federal census found Shannon as an officer at the National Soldiers’ Home in Elizabeth City, 
Virginia. In 1922, transferring from Camp Eustis, Virginia, Van Valzah was assigned to Fitzsimons 
General Hospital, Aurora, Colorado, where he was assistant chief of the medical corps at the time 
of his death.  Van Valzah was the co-author of the article, “Line of Duty in Pulmonary Tuberculosis,” 
in the Military Surgeon journal of July 1929. Dr. Van Valzah’s diagnosis of a former soldier is part of 
the 1931 court case Barksdale v. United States. Described as one of the best medical officers at 
Fitzsimons, he died of peritonitis in 1933 following an operation for an intestinal ailment. The 
east/west Shannon Van Valzah Road, southeast of the Chaffee Gate at Fort Bliss Army base at El 
Paso, Texas, is named for him, as was South Van Valzah Street (now Wheeling Street), in Aurora, 
Colorado. He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia. 

Excerpt above from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” – p 382 
 

  
And zooming out: 
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Shannon Van Valzah Rd., Fort Bliss TX 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shannon+Van+Valzah+Rd,+Fort+Bliss,+TX+79916/@31.821

8922,-
106.4106671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86e7509df3c34d59:0x35cc7948158ddb78!8m2!3

d31.8218922!4d-106.4106671!16s%2Fg%2F11h6nt4dy9 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shannon+Van+Valzah+Rd,+Fort+Bliss,+TX+79916/@31.8218922,-106.4106671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86e7509df3c34d59:0x35cc7948158ddb78!8m2!3d31.8218922!4d-106.4106671!16s%2Fg%2F11h6nt4dy9
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shannon+Van+Valzah+Rd,+Fort+Bliss,+TX+79916/@31.8218922,-106.4106671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86e7509df3c34d59:0x35cc7948158ddb78!8m2!3d31.8218922!4d-106.4106671!16s%2Fg%2F11h6nt4dy9
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shannon+Van+Valzah+Rd,+Fort+Bliss,+TX+79916/@31.8218922,-106.4106671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86e7509df3c34d59:0x35cc7948158ddb78!8m2!3d31.8218922!4d-106.4106671!16s%2Fg%2F11h6nt4dy9
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shannon+Van+Valzah+Rd,+Fort+Bliss,+TX+79916/@31.8218922,-106.4106671,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86e7509df3c34d59:0x35cc7948158ddb78!8m2!3d31.8218922!4d-106.4106671!16s%2Fg%2F11h6nt4dy9
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Excerpt: 
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https://casetext.com/case/barksdale-v-united-states 

 
 
 

https://medcoeckapwstorprd01.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/pfw-images/dbimages/TB%20-
%20chapter%2005-mark%20final.pdf 

 

Dr. Shannon L. Van Valzah,  

107th Mobile Laboratory, 32nd Division 

Morn Hill, England 

 

 

Ada B. Van Valzah 

North 2nd St. 

https://casetext.com/case/barksdale-v-united-states
https://medcoeckapwstorprd01.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/pfw-images/dbimages/TB%20-%20chapter%2005-mark%20final.pdf
https://medcoeckapwstorprd01.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/pfw-images/dbimages/TB%20-%20chapter%2005-mark%20final.pdf
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Springfield, Oregon 

 

March 1918 

 

Dear Mother, 

 

We are still here and will stay a while yet. I suspect until we get our 

new equipment. It is awfully hard to tell just what to write. I will tell 

you of my own plight and conditions though. 

 

I was quite sick on the boat; I had the grippe, with an awfully sore 

throat for three days before we were struck. At the time I was in my 

berth asleep. I was fully dressed and ready for any emergency, so when 

I heard the report and all the glass flying and felt the shudder of the 

ship, I put on my life belt and made for the life boat station. Everything 

went smoothly for a while. The ship listed toward the side struck, but 

that was all. She did not sink rapidly, Reader and I, along with three 

other men stuck together.  

 

After about an hour and 30 minutes; one of the torpedo-boats came 

alongside and took off several hundred men. Many had gone in lifeboats 

and were later picked up by trawlers. We didn’t get away on the first 

torpedo-boat, so we waited about a half hour longer, when a second one 

came alongside, all the rest of us on board went on her. A third stood off 

and picked up lots of men on rafts and in boats. We were then taken 

into the coastal towns and kept for the remainder of the night. I couldn’t 

speak above a whisper, so I laid low the next day and felt much better. 

Then we started our journey and never stayed more than 36 hours in 

any one place until we got here, a rest camp, somewhere in England. I 

have grown steadily better, so that now I am O.K. 

 

The men left the ship in complete uniform, and we saved all our records 

so we have not suffered at all, except as to the change of underwear and 

shirts, which we get from English stock. The only thing wrong is that 

we had to leave all our personal effects onboard. I don’t mind that 

though, as I got away with my life. I am as happy as a clam now. I could 

not cable you at first, as we were not near a cable office and all the 

wires were busy with government stuff, so ours might be held up for 
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days. 

 

I have almost all the things I need now, so I am about as well off, as 

when I started. Hereafter I shall take what I need to get along. So much 

stuff is in the way, it is heavy to move about and is a total loss in case of 

a hurried get-away. Most of what we need can be procured any place in 

case of urgent need. I lost about $500 worth of stuff at the very highest 

figure, while many lost $1000 worth or even more. What I get now will 

cost me not more than $200 and I’ll have plenty and will be able to 

move it well. As it is used up I can get more and never have so much 

that any of it is in my way. Don’t try to send me a lot of new stuff, at 

least for a while, as I don’t know what I’ll need or want. I have plenty 

and can get more as needed. 

 

You’re Son, 

 

Shannon L. Van Valzah 
 

Letter courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 
 

Life: 
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[excerpt:] 

 
“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 30 May 1910 p 3 

 

 
[list continues] 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 13 Oct 1916 p 7 
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CRECB-1917-pt1-v54/pdf/GPO-CRECB-1917-pt1-v54-

13.pdf 
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Note that 1st Lt. George S. Patton also receives a transfer – “Washington (DC) Post” Sunday 4 Feb 
1917 p 4 

 

 
“Cambridge (MD) Daily Banner” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
          

“Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 20 

 
"Baltimore MD) Sun" Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/373372370/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/373372370/
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
[list continues] 

“Baltimore (MD) Sun” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
 



18 
 

 
“Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 5 Dec 1921 p 5 

 

 
Transfer from Camp Eustis VA to Fitzsimons General Hospital, Denver CO – “Washington 

(DC) Post” Thursday 4 May 1922 p 17 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 16 May 1933 p 12 
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“Portsmouth (VA) Star” Monday 10 Jul 1933 p 8 
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“Medford (OR) Mail-Tribune” Monday 10 Jul 1933 p 2 
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Shannon survived the Tuscania in 1918, not the Lusitania (when the US was not at war) “Eugene 

(OR) Guard” Monday 10 Jul 1933 p 3 – obituaries appeared nationwide 
 
 
 
 

Wife:  
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  Shannon’s father had died about 6 weeks before his wedding - "Baltimore 

(MD) Sun" Sunday 15 Oct 1916 p 6  
 

 
“Baltimore (MD) Sun” Sunday 13 Jun 1920 p 50 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Sunday 29 Sep 1935 p 54 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of Viola Irene Summers Van Valzah Buck – “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Saturday 15 Nov 

1969 p 30 
 

Father: 
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Parents Ada Bernice Shannon & Robert Grier Van Valzah - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/120837818/person/261002001906/media/07b14191-e6f7-48f7-8c7c-

407e0028a919 
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Springfield OR news: “Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Wednesday 26 Jul 1916 p 2 
 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Thursday 7 Sep 1916 p 2 

 

 
“Ithaca (NY) Journal” Monday 18 Sep 1916 p 7 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Tuesday 14 Nov 1916 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/135879:7833?ssrc=pt&tid=120837818&pid=261002001906 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135879:7833?ssrc=pt&tid=120837818&pid=261002001906
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135879:7833?ssrc=pt&tid=120837818&pid=261002001906
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OR death record of Robert Grier Van Valzah, cause of death: nephritis  - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/288453:61675 
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OR 
– will of father Robert Grier Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/274611:9078 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Ada Beatrice Shannon Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/120837818/person/261002001907/media/01bafc4a-6924-48c9-9176-
7b2c1eeba452 
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Obituary of mother Ada Bernice Shannon Van Valzah – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 12 Oct 1944 

p 5 
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PA marriage in Northumberland Co. – 8 Feb 1887 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3916433:61381 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Robert Clark Van Valzah, DDS (1894-1942) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” 

Sunday 22 Nov 1942 p 3 
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Obituary of Robert Clark Van Valzah – “Medford (OR) Mail Tribune” Thursday 19 Nov 1942 p 

10 
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OR death record of Robert Clark Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30729:61675 
 

 
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Monday 16 Feb 1942 p 3 
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Robert dies less than a month after his hunting trip with brother Caryl Gerald Van Valzah – 

“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Tuesday 27 Oct 1942 p 3 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Dr. Caryl Gerald Van Valzah, DDS (1899-1958) – Find A Grave 76475254 
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Caryl Gerald Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/120837818/person/261002001868/media/346992bb-98ad-421c-b58f-
642af4665301 
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OR birth record of Caryl Gerald Van Valzah - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/15038759:61676 
 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15038759:61676
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15038759:61676
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The Caryl home becomes the Buhrman House bed & breakfast, with one room named for 
his wife - https://ladygenevabedandbreakfast.com/accommodation/lady-ann/ 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Shannon Laurie Van Valzah 
Name variations:  VanValzah (Veterans Administration Master Index)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Mobile Med – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI but Veterans 
Administration Military Index lists serial number as 4051 
Entered service from:  Baltimore, Baltimore City Co. MD 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Shannon L. Van Valzah 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Shannon Van Valzah, 1042 N. Broadway, Baltimore 
MD 
Returned from war on: "Rotterdam" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Shannon L. Van Valzah 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Viola Vanvalzah [sic], 1042 N. Broadway, 
Baltimore MD (major, M.C., Base Lab Inter. Sect.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  name recorded as Van-Valzah 
Born 18 Sep 1888 
Died: 9 Jul 1933 
Enlisted:  date not listed 
Discharged:  date not listed 
Address:  101 North St., Fort Monroe VA 
Rank/unit:    Major, Medical Corps 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Sep 1888 PA  [one obituary claims Hughesville, Lycoming PA) 
Died: 9 Jul 1933 Aurora, Adams CO (Fitzsimons Army Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 49331047 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Major Medical Corps  
 
Father:  Robert Grier Van Valzah, 8 Oct 1863 Union Co. PA – 5 Sep 1916 Springfield, Lane 
OR. Son of Shepherd Laurie Van Valzah & Mary Elizabeth Grier. Physician. Buried in 
Lewisburg Cemetery, Lewisburg, Union PA. 
Find A Grave:  106795609 
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Mother:  Ada Bernice Shannon Van Valzah, 11 Jul 1868 Centre Hall, Centre PA – 10 Oct 
1944 Springfield, Lane OR. Daughter of Rev. Samuel Galbraith Summers (1838-1918, F: 
143506958) & Eliza Veronica Herring (1838-1920, F: 143506991). 
Her two sons – Shannon & Robert – preceded her in death.  
Buried in Rest-Haven Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. 
Find A Grave:  76475179 
Parents’ marriage:  8 Feb 1887 in Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Northumberland Co. PA 
 
Spouse: Viola Irene Summers Van Valzah Buck, 17 Mar 1893 Baltimore MD – 11 Nov 1969 
Aurora, Adams CO (in Fitzsimons Army Hospital). Daughter of George D. Summers.  
Married Colonel Carroll DeForest Buck (1876 VT – 1972 CO, also buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery, F: 49222972). He was the son of DeForest C. Buck & Florence Willey. 
Viola is buried as “Van Valzah Buck” with Shannon in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Arlington VA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  26099135 
Marriage: 14 Oct 1916 Baltimore MD 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Robert Clark Van Valzah, 11 Feb 1894 OR – 18 Nov 1942 Medford, Jackson OR. Dentist. 
Graduate of Northern Pacific Dental College in 1924. Married Zelda M. Hamilton (1893-
1969) on 27 Feb 1921 in Multnomah Co. OR. Cremated. 

• Caryl Gerald Van Valzah, 28 Nov 1899 Springfield, Lane OR – 27 Jul 1958 Douglas Co. OR. 
Also found as Gerald Caryl Van Valzah. Dentist. Married 1 Jan 1931 in Springfield, Lane Co. 
OR to Anne Isabel Gorrie (1900-1971, F: 76475395). Anne was the daughter of Charles 
Irvine Gorrie & Margaret Leaak Linklater. – Caryl & Anne name their daughter Shannon. -  
Graduate of the U of OR & Northern Pacific Dental College. World War I veteran.  F: 
76475254 

 
Notes:  
Graduate of the University of Oregon. Graduate of Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 1915, 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Springfield, Lane OR 
Robert G. Van Valzah, 37 PA, Oct 1862, parents b. PA, married 12 years, physician 
Ada B., 31 PA, Jul 1868, parents b. PA, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Shannon, 11 PA, Sep 1888, at school 
Robert C., 6 OR, Feb 1884 
Gerald C., 6 months OR, Nov 1899 
 
1910 Pleasant Hill, Lane OR 
Robert G. Van Valzah, 46 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Ada B., 42 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Shannon L., 21 PA, single 
Robert C., 16 OR, single 
Caryl J.S., 10 OR 
& hired man Silas Gay, 24 OR, parents b. MO, single, laborer, farm hand 
& mother Mary E. Van Valzah, 68 PA, parents b. PA, widow, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
 
1920 Elizabeth City VA 
Shannon L. Vanvalzah, 31 PA, parents b. PA, officer (Major), Medical Corps U.S.A., 
commissioned 
Viola I., 26 MD, parents b. MD 
 
1930 Sable, Adams CO – Fitzsimons Hospital, US Army 
Sharmol/Shaund L. Van Valzak/Valyak, 41 PA, parents b. PA, age 28 at 1st marriage, Army 
doctor, Army hospital, WWI veteran 
Viola T., 32 MD, parents b. MD, age 23 at 1st marriage 
 
 


