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DISCLAIMER 

This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
TUSCANIA 

 

Sladek, William Arnold 
1896 TX – 1956 TX 

 
Obituary of William Arnold Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Friday 13 Apr 1956 p 16 
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Death of William Arnold Sladek – “Seminole (OK) Producer” Friday 13 Apr 1956 p 2 
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TX death record of William Arnold Sladek - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23762579:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b5e2a7f6fd09807680c9b44962ea79aa&_phsrc
=hFB56660&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23762579:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b5e2a7f6fd09807680c9b44962ea79aa&_phsrc=hFB56660&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23762579:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b5e2a7f6fd09807680c9b44962ea79aa&_phsrc=hFB56660&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23762579:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b5e2a7f6fd09807680c9b44962ea79aa&_phsrc=hFB56660&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/848984:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7K8-LTN2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/848984:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7K8-LTN2
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TX, WWI service record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

ZWNH?i=2038&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-N6KC 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZWNH?i=2038&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-N6KC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZWNH?i=2038&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-N6KC
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Monday 13 Jan 1919 p 2 
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“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 1 May 1930 p 6 
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“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 8 Feb 1931 p 8 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 12 Jul 1936 p 14 
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“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 7 May 1942 p 7 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Wednesday 22 Jul 1942 p 3 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Wednesday 17 Mar 1943 p 3 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 6 Apr 1943 p 2 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Friday 17 Nov 1944 p 5 

 

 
“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Wednesday 5 Jan 1949 p 4 

 



14 
 

 

 
“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Monday 26 May 1951 p 4 

 

 
The 3 deceased children were Leopold, Della & Lydia - “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 7 Jul 1953 

p 3 
 

Wife Alice Elizabeth Leonard 
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CO marriage record on 30 Oct 1920 in Glenwood Springs, Garfield CO – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/900374195:61366?tid=26938342&pid=1993015842&queryId=ec33b882278381c7d0

636f4d169bb20f&_phsrc=hFB56635&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900374195:61366?tid=26938342&pid=1993015842&queryId=ec33b882278381c7d0636f4d169bb20f&_phsrc=hFB56635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900374195:61366?tid=26938342&pid=1993015842&queryId=ec33b882278381c7d0636f4d169bb20f&_phsrc=hFB56635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900374195:61366?tid=26938342&pid=1993015842&queryId=ec33b882278381c7d0636f4d169bb20f&_phsrc=hFB56635&_phstart=successSource
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Alice Elizabeth Leonard Sladek married Milton H. Jones on 20 Dec 1927 in Denver, Denver CO - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/900206224:61366?tid=26938342&pid=1993015842&queryId=247bc054b23d7e3440
a73257f112d211&_phsrc=hFB56648&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Wife Edith Mae Barton Slack 
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Wife Edith Mae Barton Slack (1911-1936) – Find A Grave 2064215 
 
 

 

 
Marriage of Bill Sladek to Edith Mae Barton on 22 Dec 1927 in Wewoka, Seminole OK - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64039641:61379 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64039641:61379
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TX death record of wife Edith Mae Barton, likely from lobar pneumonia, not “labor” pneumonia - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062119-
03354?pId=24042144 

 
 

 
Edith Barton Sladek & son Billie – “Seminole (OK) Producer” Monday 3 Feb 1930 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062119-03354?pId=24042144
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062119-03354?pId=24042144
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Obituary of Edith Mae Barton Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Thursday 17 Dec 1936 p 13 
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Obituary of Edith Barton Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Friday 18 Dec 1936 p 19 

 
Wife Neva Helen Barton 



21 
 

 

 
2nd wife (and 1st wife’s sister) Neva Helen Barton (1915-1982) – Find A Grave 30653409 
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TX death record of Neva Barton Sladek - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063132-
02721?pId=979392 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063132-02721?pId=979392
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063132-02721?pId=979392
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William & wife Neva Helen Barton & William’s 4 children by Neva’s sister Edith Barton – “Seminole 

(OK) Producer” Sunday 19 Jul 1942 p 3 
 

 
News of 10 years ago – on 17 Sep 1944 - “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Friday 17 Sep 1954 p 5 
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“Seminole (OK) Producer” Thursday 3 Feb 1955 p 11 
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Neva Barton Sladek & the children of her sister Edith Barton Sladek: Bill, James & Carol – with 
Winfred absent at the U of TX, Austin – “Seminole (OK) Producer” Sunday 10 Jun 1956 p 9 

 
Daughter Dorothy by Alice Leonard  

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1559857:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069715533&queryId=c6a050cc9a866d0369b
df42c36b9f857&_phsrc=hFB56630&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1559857:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069715533&queryId=c6a050cc9a866d0369bdf42c36b9f857&_phsrc=hFB56630&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1559857:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069715533&queryId=c6a050cc9a866d0369bdf42c36b9f857&_phsrc=hFB56630&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1559857:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069715533&queryId=c6a050cc9a866d0369bdf42c36b9f857&_phsrc=hFB56630&_phstart=successSource
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Social Security record of daughter Dorothy Bernice Sladek Zielinski - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/49265354:60901 
 

 
Obituary of Dorothy Bernice Sladek Zielinski - “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Wednesday 27 Sep 

2000 p 19 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/49265354:60901
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Note that her half-siblings are not listed as survivors in the obituary of Dorothy Bernice Sladek 

Zielinski – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Tuesday 26 Sep 2000 p 16 
 

 
Dorothy Sladek’s birthday party at the home of her father William’s sister, Lydia Sladek Todd – 

“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 23 Aug 1932 p 2 
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Dorothy Sladek Zielinski & husband Edward feted at party by William Sladek, her stepmother Neva 

Barton Sladek & her half-siblings – “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 19 Jun 1945 p 4 
 
 



30 
 

 

 
“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Wednesday 27 Oct 1999 p 128 

 
Children by 2nd wife Edith Barton: 
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TX birth record of son William Arnold Sladek Jr. (Billy Gene Sladek) (1928-2004) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1395480:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069710853&queryId=e392c8587653db9cdcb

07f8df219c904&_phsrc=hFB56713&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1395480:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069710853&queryId=e392c8587653db9cdcb07f8df219c904&_phsrc=hFB56713&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1395480:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069710853&queryId=e392c8587653db9cdcb07f8df219c904&_phsrc=hFB56713&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1395480:2275?tid=54042198&pid=242069710853&queryId=e392c8587653db9cdcb07f8df219c904&_phsrc=hFB56713&_phstart=successSource
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Revised TX birth record filed 25 May 1946 for Billy Gene Sladek - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-H639-CR?i=219&cc=1803956 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-H639-CR?i=219&cc=1803956
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Son James Clinton (Jim) Sladek (1931-2016) – Find A Grave 162063520 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Friday 6 Sep 1946 p 19 
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Marriage of James Clinton Sladek to Bernice Fisher – “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Sunday 23 Jan 1955 p 
5 
 

 
Son Winfred Lee Sladek (1933-2000) – Southwest Texas State Teachers College yearbook 1952 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/350468642:1265 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/350468642:1265
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Daughter Carol June Sladek Raper (1936-2000) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/167716476/person/282302520490/media/cd5c3d65-ab6b-4f14-878c-
9342a4c95f7b?_phsrc=hFB56715&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Carol lives with her maternal grandparents rather than with her parents – “Seminole (OK Producer” 

Wednesday 26 May 1954 p 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/167716476/person/282302520490/media/cd5c3d65-ab6b-4f14-878c-9342a4c95f7b?_phsrc=hFB56715&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/167716476/person/282302520490/media/cd5c3d65-ab6b-4f14-878c-9342a4c95f7b?_phsrc=hFB56715&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/167716476/person/282302520490/media/cd5c3d65-ab6b-4f14-878c-9342a4c95f7b?_phsrc=hFB56715&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Carol June Sladek to Harold Glen Raper 26 Dec 1959 – although her parents are dead, 

her stepmother who raised her from birth, her mother’s sister Neva Barton Sladek, is still alive -  
“Ada (OK) Evening News” Monday 7 Dec 1959 p 3 

 
Parents: 
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Left: father Henry V. Sladek, Find A Grave 18776386 – right: mother Adelia Cervenka Sladek, Find A 

Grave 18776343 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 6 Nov 1934 p 1 
 

  
“Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 20 Nov 1935 p 6 

 
Father: 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Friday 9 Jun 1933 p 3 

 

 
Obituary of father Henry Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Saturday 7 Nov 1936 p2 

 
Mother: 
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TX death record of mother Adelia Sladek - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/68881519:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959438526&queryId=043b0279245992ebfd774
abcbafb37ab&_phsrc=hFB56681&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68881519:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959438526&queryId=043b0279245992ebfd774abcbafb37ab&_phsrc=hFB56681&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68881519:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959438526&queryId=043b0279245992ebfd774abcbafb37ab&_phsrc=hFB56681&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68881519:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959438526&queryId=043b0279245992ebfd774abcbafb37ab&_phsrc=hFB56681&_phstart=successSource
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Thursday 3 May 1945 p 2 
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 29 Oct 1933 p 20 

 

 
Obituary of mother Adelia Cervenka Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 26 Feb 1936 p 5 

 
Siblings: 
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TX death record of brother Leopold Lawrence Sladek (1887-1949) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23922011:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714572&queryId=4c6ec91fef6b3c889f57

d0dc6d7fbca9&_phsrc=hFB56664&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Thrall TX news – “Austin (TX) American” Sunday 1 Nov 1925 p 16 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23922011:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714572&queryId=4c6ec91fef6b3c889f57d0dc6d7fbca9&_phsrc=hFB56664&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23922011:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714572&queryId=4c6ec91fef6b3c889f57d0dc6d7fbca9&_phsrc=hFB56664&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23922011:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714572&queryId=4c6ec91fef6b3c889f57d0dc6d7fbca9&_phsrc=hFB56664&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of brother Henry Vincent Sladek (1889-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21456752:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714573&queryId=12b098880cef4a2419a

8cde469507be5&_phsrc=hFB56662&_phstart=success 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21456752:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714573&queryId=12b098880cef4a2419a8cde469507be5&_phsrc=hFB56662&_phstart=success
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21456752:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714573&queryId=12b098880cef4a2419a8cde469507be5&_phsrc=hFB56662&_phstart=success
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21456752:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714573&queryId=12b098880cef4a2419a8cde469507be5&_phsrc=hFB56662&_phstart=success
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TX death record of brother Ludwig John Sladek (1892-1972) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1214477:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714574&queryId=7e69f094954454d90e99

ef7698b2a2a1&_phsrc=hFB56666&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1214477:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714574&queryId=7e69f094954454d90e99ef7698b2a2a1&_phsrc=hFB56666&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1214477:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714574&queryId=7e69f094954454d90e99ef7698b2a2a1&_phsrc=hFB56666&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1214477:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714574&queryId=7e69f094954454d90e99ef7698b2a2a1&_phsrc=hFB56666&_phstart=successSource
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Family attends wedding of Ludwig John Sladek – “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Wednesday 8 Feb 1922 p 
4 
 
 
 
 

  

 
TX death record of sister Anna Louise Sladek Schlickeisen (1894-1980) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1595074:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714576&queryId=4f0d2dee7496c49bb591

625da8a3c0b7&_phsrc=hFB56668&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1595074:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714576&queryId=4f0d2dee7496c49bb591625da8a3c0b7&_phsrc=hFB56668&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1595074:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714576&queryId=4f0d2dee7496c49bb591625da8a3c0b7&_phsrc=hFB56668&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1595074:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714576&queryId=4f0d2dee7496c49bb591625da8a3c0b7&_phsrc=hFB56668&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of brother Albert Peter Sladek (1897-1966) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1099315:2272?tid=54042198&pid=242069714575&queryId=a1f372fc2c4936aa36ce

01b567632eec&_phsrc=hFB56671&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Albert Peter Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Sunday 20 Nov 1966 p 6 
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Marriage of Albert Sladek & Sophie Kovar – “Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 27 Nov 1921 p 7 

 
 
 
 

 
Sister Della (Adelhite/Adelia) Sladek Brazil (1899-1927) – Find A Grave 18776152 
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Obituary of Della Sladek Brazil/Brazill – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 29 May 1927 p 2 
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TX death record of sister Mary Helen Sladek Bramlett (1901-1980) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/727832:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959480825&queryId=3d86c9ed9a6ecde3c355dff

3a71b50ad&_phsrc=hFB56690&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/727832:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959480825&queryId=3d86c9ed9a6ecde3c355dff3a71b50ad&_phsrc=hFB56690&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/727832:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959480825&queryId=3d86c9ed9a6ecde3c355dff3a71b50ad&_phsrc=hFB56690&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/727832:2272?tid=26938342&pid=1959480825&queryId=3d86c9ed9a6ecde3c355dff3a71b50ad&_phsrc=hFB56690&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Mary Sladek to Ester Bremlett – “Austin (TX) American” Thursday 20 Sep 1923 p 3 
 
 

 

 
TX death record of brother Raymond Paul Sladek (1903-1971) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/431668:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770134798&queryId=d23882d8bdf7437915e460

5a106f8d81&_phsrc=hFB56694&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/431668:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770134798&queryId=d23882d8bdf7437915e4605a106f8d81&_phsrc=hFB56694&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/431668:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770134798&queryId=d23882d8bdf7437915e4605a106f8d81&_phsrc=hFB56694&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/431668:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770134798&queryId=d23882d8bdf7437915e4605a106f8d81&_phsrc=hFB56694&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Raymond Sladek – “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Sunday 25 Oct 1931 p 2 
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Raymond Paul Sladek & wife Bertha Neumann Sladek, in 1940 in Brenham - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/113505985/person/210111669661/media/e35b7c24-3922-442f-a151-

8006de2e3df0?_phsrc=hFB56696&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/113505985/person/210111669661/media/e35b7c24-3922-442f-a151-8006de2e3df0?_phsrc=hFB56696&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/113505985/person/210111669661/media/e35b7c24-3922-442f-a151-8006de2e3df0?_phsrc=hFB56696&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/113505985/person/210111669661/media/e35b7c24-3922-442f-a151-8006de2e3df0?_phsrc=hFB56696&_phstart=successSource
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Raymond Paul Sladek & bride Bertha Neumann on their wedding day, 16 Oct 1931 – Find A Grave 

178326638 
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TX death record of sister Lydia Sladek Todd (1905-1945) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21767962:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770135417&queryId=4fb44add808dddda2b2

7b4403ea7cf51&_phsrc=hFB56698&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21767962:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770135417&queryId=4fb44add808dddda2b27b4403ea7cf51&_phsrc=hFB56698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21767962:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770135417&queryId=4fb44add808dddda2b27b4403ea7cf51&_phsrc=hFB56698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21767962:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770135417&queryId=4fb44add808dddda2b27b4403ea7cf51&_phsrc=hFB56698&_phstart=successSource
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Friday 2 Mar 1945 p 2 

 
 

 
Obituary of sister Lydia Sladek Todd – “Austin (TX) American” Thursday 26 Jul 1945 p 13 
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Obituary of brother Victor Steve Sladek (1906-1984) – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 

13 Dec 1984 p 2 
 

 
Marriage of Victor Steve Sladek – “Austin (TX) American” Saturday 29 Oct 1927 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3303105:2275 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3303105:2275
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TX death record of brother Alfred Frank Sladek (1909-1981) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1341918:2272?tid=29247578&pid=12770136132&queryId=8f9543b51f63cfd1c31152

4c535454d2&_phsrc=hFB56703&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 
Name:  William Arnold Sladek 
Name variations:  Willie – Bill – W.A. Sladek  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,594 
Entered service from:  Taylor, Williamson TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Willie A. Sladek 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Henry Sladek, Rte 7, Taylor TX 
Returned from war on: "Prinz Friedrich Wilhelm" Apr 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: William A. Sladek 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Henry Sladek, Taylor TX (pvt, Co. L, 165th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Willie Sladek - b. 12 Jan 1896 Fayetteville TX; res: Route 
7, Taylor, Williamson TX. Single. Farmer, Henry Sladek Sr. Dependents: 3 brothers & 1 sister. Claim 
exemption from draft: yes, crossed through, then NO written. Tall, medium build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Taylor TX 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Arnold Sladek - b. 12 Jan 1896 Fayetville 
[sic] TX; res: Route 2, Box 54, Taylor, Williamson TX. NOK Victor Sladek, Route 2, Taylor TX. 
Employed at Taylor Refining Company, Taylor TX. Height: 5’11” – 185 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  18 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  15 May 1919 
Address:  Taylor TX 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Infantry Co. L, 165th Infantry, 42nd Division    
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Jan 1896 Fayetteville, Fayette TX  
Died: 12 Apr 1956 Houston, Harris TX   
Find A Grave record: 20642258 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Taylor, Williamson TX 
Cemetery:  Taylor City 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas Cpl Co L 165 Inf 42 Div WWI   
 
Father:  Henry (Heinrich) Vincent Sladek Sr., 8 Jun 1853 Wilkowitz, Moravia, Austria-
Hungary [now in the Czech Republic] – 4 Nov 1936 Williamson Co. TX. Son of Frank J. 
Sladek. Arrived in the US in 1894. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. 
Find A Grave:  18776386 
 
Mother: Adelia Cervenka Sladek, 17 Oct 1865 Moravia, Austria-Hungary [now in the Czech 
Republic] – 28 Feb 1936 Williamson Co. TX. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, 
Williamson TX. 
Find A Grave:  18776343 
Parents’ marriage:  1885 in Norava, Czechoslovakia – celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in Nov 1935 
 
Spouse: Alice Elizabeth Leonard Sladek Jones, 13 Jun 1901 CO – 25 Feb 1972 [these dates 
are from Ancestry.com & not verified – she was born in Colorado]. Daughter of Joseph 
Babcock Leonard (1877 CO – 1944, F: 123468021) & Edyth Anna Hurst (1878 WI – 1929, F: 
97877914) who married in 1900. - In the 1920 census Alice E. Leonard (18 CO) lived in 
Aspen, Pitkin CO with father Joseph B. Leonard (42 CO) & mother Edyth A. Leonard (42 WI). 
Mother of Dorothy Bernice Sladek. – On 20 Dec 1927 Alice E. Sladek married Milton H. 
Jones in Denver, Denver CO. – In the 1930 census, incorrectly listed as age 47, Alice 
LEONARD lived with her father Joseph B. Leonard (52 CO, widowed, carpenter for the light 
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company) & her brother Warren Leonard (17 CO, market delivery boy) & her daughter, 
Dorothy “Sadek” (age 7, b. TX, father b. TX, mother b. CO). She was a housewife. Alice E. 
Leonard, 36 CO, divorced, was a lodger in Durango, La Plata CO, WPA sewing project 
supervisor.  Unclear what surname Alice had at the time of her death – or when & where 
she died. 
Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 30 Oct 1920 Glenwood Springs, Garfield CO. 
 
Spouse: Edith Mae Barton Sladek, 31 Aug 1911 OK – 16 Dec 1936 Taylor, Williamson TCX. 
Daughter of Floyd Oscar Barton & Dora M. Langford. Edith had given birth to her 4th child, 
Carol June Sladek, on 21 Nov 1936 & died less than 1 month later. Buried in Taylor City 
Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  20642215 
Marriage: 22 Dec 1927 Wewoka, Seminole OK 
 
Spouse: Neva Helen Barton Slack, 23 Dec 1915 OK [1916 on her TX death record] – 10 Aug 
1982 Taylor, Williamson TX. Daughter of Floyd Oscar Barton & Dora M. Langford. Younger 
sister of Willie’s 1st wife, Edith Mae Barton. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, 
Williamson TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  20642309 
Marriage: 1 Mar 1937 Caldwell Co. TX – 2 ½ months after her sister Edith Barton Sladek 
died 
 
Child: by his 1st wife, Alice Elizabeth Leonard 

• Dorothy Bernice Sladek Zielinski, 22 Aug 1921 Taylor, Williamson TX – 24 Sep 2000. In the 
1940 census, Dorothy “Sadek” – age 7, b. TX, father b. TX, mother b. CO – lived with her 
mother Alice Leonard (incorrectly listed as age 47, but more likely 27, divorced, father b. 
CO, mother b. WI, 1st married at age 19) in Monte Vista, Rio Grande CO, with her 
grandfather Joseph B. Leonard (52 CO, widow, carpenter for light company) & her uncle, 
Warren Leonard (age 17 CO, market delivery boy). Wife of Edward L. (“Ski”) Zielinski, 23 Aug 
1914 – 26 May 2009, US Marine Corps lieutenant colonel, F: 49341271, whom she married 
26 Aug 1943 in San Diego, San Diego CA. Nurse. Her obituary says she raised her 3 brothers 
& 1 sister. Served in the US Navy. Dead by Jun 2004 when her brother Billy died. Listed as 
Dorothy Zglinski of North Carolina in her father William’s Apr 1956 obituary & as Dorothy 
Zelinsky, predeceasing her brother Jim Sladek when he died in May 2016.  She & her 
husband are buried in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. F: 49341269. 

 
Children: by his 2nd wife, Edith Barton 

• Billy Gene (“Bill”) Sladek, 21 Sep 1928 Taylor, Williamson TX – 19 Jun 2004. TX birth record 
lists him as W.A. Sladek Jr. Married in Dallas, Dallas TX on 26 Jan 1951 to Janice Fisher 
(1931-2020, F: 209983469). Resident of Hillsboro TX in Apr 1956 when his father William 
died. Buried in Stratford Cemetery, Stratford, Sherman TX. F: 19827908 

• James Clinton (Jim) Sladek, 2 May 1931 Thorndale or Taylor, Williamson TX – 1 May 2016 
Royse City, Rockwall TX. Resident of Hillsboro TX in Apr 1956 when his father William died. 
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Survived by wife of 61 years, Bernice Fisher, whom he married 15 Jan 1955 in Hunt Co. TX. 
Buried in Royse City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 162063520 

• Winfred Lee (“Winty”) Sladek, 13 Mar 1933 Taylor, Williamson TX – 20 May 2000 Temple, 
Bell TX. SSN 454-50-2172. Resident of San Marcos TX in Apr 1956 when his father William 
died. Married Shirley Jean Meyer on 23 Jan 1956. Buried in Bellwood Memorial Park, 
Temple, Bell TX. F: 107609712 

• Carol June Sladek Raper, 21 Nov 1936 Taylor, Williamson TX – 4 Aug 2000 Konawa, 
Seminole OK. In the 1950 census for Econtuchka, Seminole OK, Carol J. Sladek, 13 TX, lived 
with her maternal grandparents: Floyd O. Barton (61 TX) & Dora M. Barton (58 MO). Wife of 
Harold Glen Raper (1931-2005, F: 11281466) whom she married 26 Dec 1959. Her father 
William’s Apr 1956 obituary lists her as Miss Caroll June Sladek of Seminole OK. Buried in 
Konawa Memorial Cemetery, Konawa, Seminole OK. F: 30935179 

 
Siblings: according to the 1910 census, Henry & Adelia Slack had 12 children. William was 
born after Anna. In the 1900 census, his mother said she had given birth to 9 children, 7 of 
whom were living. Named were Leopold, Henry, Ludwig, Anna, William, Albert & Adelhite.  

• Leopold Lawrence (“Leo”) Sladek, 5 Sep 1887 Moravia, Austria-Hungary [now the Czech 
Republic] – 27 Jun 1949 Corpus Christi, Nueces TX. Married 7 Jul 1910 in Harris Co. TX to 
Louise P. Volcik (1893-1983, F: 211585788). He had a grocery store & service station & 
Sladek’s Tavern. After Leopold died, Louise tended bar at Sladek’s Tavern, which he had 
started. Their son Bob had taken over operations. Buried in Seaside Memorial Park, Corpus 
Christi, Nueces TX. F: 211585614 

• Henry Vincent [Vladislav] Sladek, Jr., 27 Jun 1889 Vsetin, Czech Republic – 27 Jan 1958 
Williamson Co. TX. Husband of Mary Annie Schiller (1889-1981, F: 18776300). Resident of 
Thrall TX in Apr 1956 when his brother William died. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, 
Williamson TX. F: 18776260 

• Ludwig John (“Louis”) Sladek, 27 Dec 1892 Mistek, Austria [now Czech Republic] – 14 Jan 
1972 Corpus Christi, Nueces TX. Realtor. Married 7 Feb 1922 in Bell Co. TX to Tillie Mae 
Janosky (1902-1983, F: 194081693). Resident of Corpus Christi TX in Apr 1956 when his 
brother William died. Buried in Seaside Memorial Park, Corpus Christi, Nueces TX. F: 
194081628 

• Anna Louise (“Annie”) Slack Schlickeisen, 14 Jun 1894 Fayetteville, Fayette TX – 11 Sep 
1980 San Antonio, Bexar TX. Wife of Leon Schlickeisen (1900-1950, F: 18781502) whom she 
married 28 Jan 1921 in Williamson Co. TX. William’s WWI next-of-kin contact. Resident of 
Taylor TX in Apr 1956 when her brother William died. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, 
Williamson TX. F; 18781518 

• Albert Peter Sladek, 23 Apr 1897 Fayetteville, Fayette TX – 19 Nov 1966 Taylor, Williamson 
TX. Husband of Sophie Kovar (1900-1970, F: 26679680) whom he married 14 Nov 1921 in 
Williamson Co. TX. Resident of Thrall TX in Apr 1956 when his brother William died. Buried 
in Saint Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. F: 26679656 

• Della (Adelhite/Adelia) Sladek Brazil (Brazill), 27 Oct 1899 TX – 27 May 1927 Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. As Adela Sladek, married 7 Apr 1923 in Taylor Co. TX to Earl Brazil [also found as 
Brazill]. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. F: 18776152 

• Mary Helen Sladek Bramlett, 1 Aug 1901 Fayetteville, Fayette TX – 15 Oct 1980 Baytown, 
Harris TX. Wife of Martin Ester Bramlett (1900-1979, F: 9770473) whom she married 15 Sep 
1923 in Travis Co. TX. Resident of Baytown TX in Apr 1956 when her brother William died. 
Buried in Cedar Crest Cemetery, Baytown, Harris TX. F: 97770498 
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• Raymond Paul Sladek, 26 Jun 1903 Fayette Co. TX – 12 Oct 1971 Austin, Travis TX. Resident 
of Hutto TX in Apr 1956 when his brother William died. Husband of Bertha Neumann (1911-
2003, F: 178326638) whom he married 16 Oct 1931 in Williamson Co. TX. Buried in Cook-
Walden Capital Parks Cemetery & Mausoleum, Pflugerville, Travis TX. F: 180861593 

• Lydia Bernice (“Liddie”) Sladek Todd, 23 Feb 1905 Fayette Co. TX – 23 Jul 1945 Williamson 
Co. TX. Married 11 Apr 1928 in Williamson Co. TX to Boyd Rouse Todd (1897-1946, F: 
18776447). Their only known child was a stillborn daughter in 1929. Buried in Taylor City 
Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. F: 85979008 

• Victor Steve Sladek, 23 Dec 1906 Fayette, Williamson Co. TX – 11 Dec 1984 San Angelo, 
Tom Green Co. TX. Husband of Ann Marie Kneblik (1909-1986, F: 200062897), whom he 
married 26 Oct 1927 in Taylor, Williamson TX. Resident of Rowena TX in Apr 1956 when his 
brother William died. Buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, San Angelo, Tom Green TX. F: 
200062918 

• Alfred Frank Sladek, 29 Nov 1909 Williamson Co. TX – 23 Feb 1981 Littlefield, Lamb TX. 
Married in 1929 to Juliet Cuba (1904-1994, F: 155419443) whom he married 11 Sep 1929 in 
Williamson Co. TX. Resident of Littlefield TX in Apr 1956 when his brother William died. 
Buried in Littlefield Memorial Park, Littlefield, Lamb TX. F; 155419432 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – among the Texans on board 
Tuscania: W.A. Sladek of Taylor TX 
 
"Taylor [TX] Daily Press" 13 Jan 1919 p 2 - letter dated 10 Dec 1918 from Cpl. Sladek, Co. L, 165th 
Inf., to his sister Miss Anna Sladek of Taylor. His ship was torpedoed at 5:45 p.m. on 5 Feb 1918. He 
was on the ship for 2 hours & 30 minutes – and it sank at 2 hours & 45 minutes so "didn't have much 
time to save our lives." He landed 6 Feb 1918 at 3 a.m. in Ireland, where he stayed 5 days, then 
went to England for 7 weeks, where he only wrote letters. All has changed - "I don't worry about 
anything at all now, and am glad of it, too" – was in France 27 Mar 1918 & in trenches 5 Jul 1918 at 
Champagne for 14 days, then went to Chateau Thierry (where he got not a scratch), then St. Mihiel, 
then Verdun. And "when the armistice was signed let me tell you I was a happy soldier." He 
then went to Belgium, then Germany where he was treated nicely. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Austin (TX) American" Friday 13 Apr 1956 p 16 - William Arnold Sladek, age 60, of Taylor TX, died in 
a Houston hospital. Born Fayetteville TX, lived near Taylor since 1907. Oil field worker for Taylor Oil 
& Gas Co. WWI veteran. Survived by wife Meva, 3 sons, 2 daughters, 6 brothers, 2 sisters  
 
"Austin (TX) American" 14 Apr 1956 p 12 - funeral 15 Apr at Taylor TX, burial in Taylor Cemetery  
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Social Security number: 449-10-0915 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Fayette Co. TX – conducted 4 Jun 1900 
Henry Sladek, 46 Austria, Jun 1853, parents b. Austria, naturalized, emigrated 1894, in US 
for 6 years, married 14 years, shoemaker 
Adelle, 34 Austria, Nov 1865, parents b. Austria, emigrated 1894, in US for 6 years, gave 
birth to 9 children, 7 are living 
Leopold, 12 Austria, Sep 1887, at school 
Henry, 11 Austria, Jun 1888, at school 
Ludwig, 7 Austria, Dec 1892, at school 
William, 4 TX, Jun 1896 
Albert, 3 TX, Apr 1897 
Anna, 5 TX, Jun 1894 
Adelhite, 7 months TX, Oct 1899 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 6, Williamson TX 
Henry Sladek, 56 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, emigrated 1895, farmer 
Adella, 55 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, emigrated 1894, farm laborer, 
home farm 
Leo, 22 Austria, farm laborer, home farm 
Henry Jr., 20 Austria, farm laborer, home farm 
Rudwick, 17 Austria, farm laborer, home farm 
Annie, 15 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Willie, 14 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Albert, 13 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Adella, 10 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Mary, 8 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Raymon, 6 TX 
Liddie, 4 TX 
Victor, 3 TX 
Alfred, 5 months TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 6, Williamson Co. TX 
Henry Sladek, 66 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1894, naturalized 1904, farmer, 
general farm 
Adela, 54 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1894 
Anna, 25 TX 
William, 23 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Albert, 22 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Adela, 20 TX 
Mary, 18 TX 
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Raymond, 16 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Lydia, 14 TX 
Victor, 12 TX 
Alfred, 9 TX 
 
1930 Precinct 6, Williamson Co. TX – the column is blank where veteran question is asked 
on entire page 
William SADCK, 34 TX, parents b. Czechoslovakia, age 26 at 1st marriage, laborer, oil field 
Ida, 19 OK, parents b. OK, age 16 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Billie, 1 TX, father b. TX, mother b. OK [son] 
Ramond, 26 TX, parents b. Czechoslovakia [brother] 
[The previous census entry is for William’s parents Henry & Adelia. The next census entry is 
for his brother Victor, his wife Anna & their family.] 
 
1940 Caldwell Co. TX – in 1935 in Williamson Co. TX 
W.A. Sladek, 44 TX, pumper, petroleum company 
Neva, 24 OK [in 1935 in Ada OK] 
Billie Jene, 11 TX 
Jimmie, 8 TX 
Windford, 7 TX 
 
1950 Williamson Co. TX – Highway 112 
W.A. Sladek, 54 TX, oil field superintendent [spelled “supertendent”], oil field 
Neva, 34 OK, school teacher, public school 
Jimmy, 18 TX, farmer, farm 
Winford L., 17 TX, farm helper, arm 
 


