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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

Skelton, Stanford William (Sr.) 
1895 MT – 1973 MT 

  
 
 

 
Stanford William Skelton Sr. – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 3 January 1973 p. 1 
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National radio personality Paul Harvey (center) talks with Stanford (Bay) Skelton (right) – “Great 

Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 15 Feb 1970 p 45 
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Obituary of Stanford William Skelton Sr. – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 3 Jan 1973 p 1 & p 

26 
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Stanford William Skelton - “Long Beach (CA) Telegram & The Long Beach Daily Telegram” 11 Feb 

1918 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/608297947/?terms=%22stanford%20skelton%22&match=1 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WW43-SNT2 
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MT death record of Stanford William Skelton Sr. - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1110613:5437?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9
beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56492&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1110613:5437?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1110613:5437?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56492&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1110613:5437?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56492&_phstart=successSource
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MT, WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/37612:62068?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9b

eedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56494&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/37612:62068?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56494&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/37612:62068?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56494&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/37612:62068?tid=17723210&pid=28021115446&queryId=a5a9d4bd4d20537f546e9beedb23a0be&_phsrc=hFB56494&_phstart=successSource
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Stanford (Bay) & brother Carl play baseball - “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 31 May 1906 p 4 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 24 Jan 1917 p 7 
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“Long Beach (CA) Telegram & The Long Beach Daily News” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Los Angeles Evening Post-Record” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 9 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Long Beach (CA) Daily Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 18 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 
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“Long Beach (CA) Telegram & The Long Beach Daily News” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 2 
 

 

 
[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 22 Jun 1918 p 8 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Friday 16 May 1919 p 12 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 11 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 1 Jul 1926 p 3 

 

 
[excerpt:] 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 4 Jul 1926 p 1 

 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 21 Apr 1935 p 11 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 6 Jun 1935 p 10 
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“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Friday 16 Aug 1935 p 8 

 

 
“The Californian” (Salinas CA) Saturday 20 Jul 1946 p 15 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 7 Feb 1954 p 43 

 
 
 

 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Friday 14 Oct 1966 p 9 

 
 

Wife: 
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Huberta Placada Sienkiewicz Skelton - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/169620072/person/322202443545/media/d4cef4da-e1a2-4bd0-bd3e-5705d331f196 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 7 Dec 1969 p 10 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/169620072/person/322202443545/media/d4cef4da-e1a2-4bd0-bd3e-5705d331f196
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/169620072/person/322202443545/media/d4cef4da-e1a2-4bd0-bd3e-5705d331f196
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CA marriage record of Huberta P. Sienkiewicz & Stanford William Skelton – 1 Feb 1929 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61460/images/47732_B354063-
00440?pId=900852676 
 

 

 

 
MT death record of Huberta Placada Sienkiewicz Skelton - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0921-
00039?pId=1097134 

 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of son Stanford William Skelton Jr. (1930-2014) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 3 

Dec 2014 p M2 
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MT marriage record of son Stanford William Skelton Jr. to Barbara Hardenbrook Porter - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11856-
71437-56?pId=367834 

 

 
Which child? - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/15405296:61591?ssrc=pt&tid=17723210&pid=28021115446 
 

 
Birth of Sharon Skelton Harris – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 2 Mar 1933 p 1 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11856-71437-56?pId=367834
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11856-71437-56?pId=367834
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Obituary of Roy Harris, husband of daughter Sharon Skelton Harris - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/dailyherald/name/roy-harris-obituary?id=30201091 

 
Father: 
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Father William Skelton - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17723210/person/1001419192/media/64c885ae-63bb-4635-a6b2-44dbf0a23687 

 
Stanford’s father William B. Skelton was the model for “The First Furrow” by famous Western artist 
Charles Marion Russell (1864-1926). According to Stanford Skelton Jr.’s Find A Grave 141012744, 

the painting was originally given to the Skelton family, who in turn gave it to a doctor to pay a 
medical bill for one of the sick Skelton children.  

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/vintage-charles-russell-print-first-26285936 
 
 

https://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/vintage-charles-russell-print-first-26285936
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 24 Oct 1938 p 5 
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Obituary of father “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 21 Dec 1943 p 10 

 
Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17723210/person/28021115433/media/4cd5cccf-a69d-45d2-af2c-939e28d99ad7 
 

 

 
[article continues] 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17723210/person/28021115433/media/4cd5cccf-a69d-45d2-af2c-939e28d99ad7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17723210/person/28021115433/media/4cd5cccf-a69d-45d2-af2c-939e28d99ad7
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 7 Feb 1954 p 43 
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“Montana Standard” (Helena MT) Sunday 7 Jun 1973 p 16 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother William H. (Willie) Skelton (1881-1902) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 3 
Jan 1903 p 8 
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40 
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Biography of sister Martha Skelton Coughlin (1885-1982) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 25 

Oct 1964 p 36 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 22 Dec 1921 p 11 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 23 Sep 1975 p 8 

 
 
 



45 
 

 

 
25 years ago – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 17 Sep 2000 p 48 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 22 Mar 1982 p 6 
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Obituary of Martha Skelton Coughlin – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 21 Mar 1982 p 14 
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Death of brother Van/Vann Joseph Skelton (1887-1935) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 11 

Sep 1935 p 9 
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Joseph Vann Skelton – left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034281390/media/bc0baba0-496b-4b93-be65-7d76bef5df21 

and right: Joseph Vann Skelton & wife Sophie Agnes Anderson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034659825/media/c37a6b74-82b3-425d-8480-c8b2aeefd69c 
 

 
Brothers Van & Carl in trouble with the law - “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 25 Dec 1924 p 10 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034281390/media/bc0baba0-496b-4b93-be65-7d76bef5df21
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034281390/media/bc0baba0-496b-4b93-be65-7d76bef5df21
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034659825/media/c37a6b74-82b3-425d-8480-c8b2aeefd69c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034659825/media/c37a6b74-82b3-425d-8480-c8b2aeefd69c
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Obituary of brother John L. Skelton (1888/1889 – 1962) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Friday 28 Sep 

1962 p 8 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 3 Oct 1962 p 8 
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Obituary of brother Peter Allen Skelton (1891-1961) - “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 30 Jul 

1961 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Nina Kathryn Skelton Hogan (1893-1981) – “Helena (MT) Independent-Record” 

Friday 6 Nov 1981 p 8 
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Sister Nina Kathryn Skelton Hogan (1893-1981) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034489191/media/f8f37730-a1a1-4c94-87c7-1cdcca9b57da 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034489191/media/f8f37730-a1a1-4c94-87c7-1cdcca9b57da
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034489191/media/f8f37730-a1a1-4c94-87c7-1cdcca9b57da
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MT birth record of Katheryne (Nina) Skelton - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/47730_1220706333_0081-

00610?pId=30099238 
 
 

 
Obituary of sister Vaitleain Charlotte (Lee) Skelton Sweeney (1896-1983) – “Helena (MT) 

Independent-Record” Wednesday 25 May 1983 p 8 
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Vaitleain Charlotte (Lee) Skelton Sweeney – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 27 Jun 1920 p 26 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/89010877/person/432034281397/media/119d2c1f-0787-4f11-ade3-28dd42ee246f 
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Obituary of brother Carl M. Skelton (1899-1978) – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 7 May 1978 p 

18 
 

 
Carl rides in rodeo in London, England – “Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Saturday 26 Apr 1924 p 

4 
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Carl Skelton’s 1st marriage, to Grace Katherine McAfee Hosner – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 

Wednesday 21 May 1924 p 7 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 21 May 1924 p 6 
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Marriage of Carl’s 1st wife, Grace McAfee, to her 1st husband, Benjamin Franklin (not middle initial 

J.) Hosner 28 Jul 1919 in Billings MT – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 3 Aug 1919 p 12 
 

 
“Butte (MT) Miner” Friday 9 Sep 1921 p 10 
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Name:  Stanford William Skelton (Sr.) 
Name variations: nickname: Bay 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:   
Entered service from:  Great Falls, Cascade MT (passenger list: Long Beach CA) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stanford W. Skelton 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. William Skelton, Broadway Apts., Long Beach CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Stanford W. Skelton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Lena Skelton, Geyser MT (wagoner, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Stanford Skelton - b. 31 Jan 1895 Stanford MT; res: 
Geyser MT; registered in NV. Single. Miner for Bullion Mining Co., Jean. Claimed exemption from 
draft: “rupture” – medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Stanford William Skelton - b. 31 Jan 1895 Stanford 
MT; res: Stanford, Judith Basin MT. NOK Mrs. Stanford Skelton, same address. Self-employed, 
ranch, 3 ½ miles southwest of Stanford, Judtih Basin MT. Height: 5’8 ½” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 11 Jun 1919   
Address:  Geyser MT 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  31 Jan 1895 Stanford, Judith Basin MT (Judith Basin County was formed in 1920)  
Died: 2 Jan 1973 Great Falls, Cascade MT    
Find A Grave record: 52435784 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Stanford, Judith Basin MT 
Cemetery:  Stanford 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Montana Wagoner 16 Co 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father:  William (“Bill”) Skelton, 22 Oct 1850 Holme, Abbey, Cumberland, England – 20 
Dec 1943 Great Falls, Cascade MT. Son of Henry Skelton & Martha Chambers. The first 
Caucasian to settle the Judith Basin. Was a woodchopper for Missouri River steamboats. 
Prospected for gold in the Black Hills SD gold rush. Was at the Little Big Horn when chief 
Sitting Bull motioned back his warriors from pursuing William & his friend, and went on to 
defeat the 7th Cavalry under General George Custer. Was a range rider, rancher & 
cattleman. Personal friend of Western artist Charles Marion Russell & missionary Catholic 
priest Father Pierre-Jean De Smet, S.J. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade 
MT. 
Find A Grave:  54524990 
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Mother: Vaitleain (Lena) Vann Skelton, 26 Jul 1865 Fort Snelling, Hennepin MN – 13 Jul 
1955 Great Falls, Cascade MT. Daughter of Peter Vann & Mary Jane Belgarde. Came to MT 
in 1868. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade MT. 
Find A Grave:  54525018 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Dec 1879. Vaitleain was 14 years old.  
 
Spouse: Huberta Placada/Placida Sienkiewicz Skelton, 11 Oct 1904 PA [1903 on Social 
Security record] – 4 Dec 1969. Daughter of Julian Louis Sienkiewicz (1876 – 17 Jul 1904 PA). 
Her other, Natalie Osecka (1882-1966) married Joseph Baron (1876 Poland – 1949 IL) in 
Luzerne Co. PA on 1 Sep 1904. Her surname found as Sienkiewicz on her marriage record 
with Stanford St. and as Baynor (likely a misreading of her stepfather’s surname Baron) on 
her son Stanford Jr.’s records. Buried in Stanford Cemetery, Stanford, Judith Basin MT.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  52435783 
Marriage: 30 Jan 1929 Hollywood, Los Angeles CA 
 
Children: 

• Stanford William (“Bill”) Skelton Jr., 3 Jun 1930 Geyser, Judith Basin MT – 25 Nov 2014 Great 
Falls, Cascade MT. Born on the family ranch, which was a homestead settled in 1882. 
Attended MT State University but dropped out shortly before graduation when his mother 
died. Served in the US Army. Assisted with the TV “60 Minutes” production of a feature on 
Charles Marion Russell & the Judith Gap area; he & his steers are included in the footage. It 
aired 7 Jan 1970. Member of MT Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame. – Married 10 Jan 1973 in Great 
Falls, Cascade MT to Barbara Hardenbrook Porter. – Buried Stanford Cemetery, Stanford, 
Judith Basin MT. F: 141012744 

• Sharon Skelton Harris, 28 Feb 1933 Great Falls, Cascade MT (at Columbus Hospital) - . 
Listed as Mrs. Roy Harris of Libertyville IL in her father’s Jan 1973 obituary.  Roy Harris was 
born 14 Aug 1925 Chicago, Cook IL & died 17 Jul 2002 Libertyville, Lake IL. He is buried in 
Lakeside Cemetery, Libertyville, Lake IL, F: 7316449 

 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, mother Vaitleain says she has given birth to 10 children, 9 are 
living. Listed as William, Martha, Joseph (Van), John, Peter, Maud (Nina), Stanford, Lena 
(Lee) & Carl. [Mary Ann has died] In the 1910 census, she says she has given birth to 11 
children, 8 of whom are living. [Mary Ann, Willie & Florence have died.]  

• William H. (“Willie”) Skelton, Nov 1881 Stanford, Judith Basin MT – 29 Dec 1902 Stanford, 
Judith Basin MT. Husband of Catherine M. Died at age 21. Buried as Willie Skelton in 
Steamboat Butte Cemetery, Stanford, Judith Basin MT. F: 60693726 

• Mary Ann Skelton, 1883 NT – 1886 MT. Buried in Steamboat Butte Cemetery, Stanford, 
Judith Basin MT. F: 60693705 

• Martha Maria Skelton Coughlin, 15 Aug 1885 Judith Basin Co. MT – 16 Mar 1982 Pleasant 
Hill [or Danville], Contra Costa CA. Married in Great Falls, Cascade MT on 27 Sep 1911 to 
Louis Francis Coughlin (1885-1920, F: 54524950). She was a resident of Geyser MT in Sep 
1935 when her brother Van died & of Great Falls MT in Jan 1973 when her brother Stanford 
died. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade MT. F: 54525049 

• Van Joseph Skelton, 5 Aug 1887 Stanford, Judith Basin MT – 9 Sep 1935 Stanford, Judith 
Basin MT. Also found as Joseph Van Skelton & with “Van” spelled “Vann” (which is his 
mother’s birth surname). Married in Great Falls, Cascade MT on 21 Nov 1916 to Sophie 
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Agnes Anderson (1896-1988, F: 117948422). Died in a car accident near Stanford MT. 
Buried in Geyser Cemetery, Geyser, Judith Basin MT. F: 59292679 

• John Louis Skelton, 18 Mar 1889 [also found as 1888] Stanford, Judith Basin MT – 26 Sep 
1962 Great Falls, Cascade MT. Married in Spokane, Spokane WA on 6 Mar 1913 to Sarah 
Ann (“Sadie”) Huff (1893-1986, F: 54531106). Resident of Great Falls MT in Sep 1935 when 
his brother Van died. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade MT. F: 54531106 

• Peter Allen Skelton, 6 Jul 1891 Stanford, Judith Basin MT – 28 Jul 1961 Missoula, Missoula 
MT. Married 30 Oct 1915 in Lewistown, Fergus MT to Ida Bechard. They had 2 children & 
divorced. Marie Ida Bechard (SSN 570-01-5123) was the daughter of Joseph Bechard (1859-
1935) & Esther Arsenault. Ida was born 9 May 1896 Matapediac, Canada & died as Marie Ida 
Nottveit in Santa Barbara Co. CA on 3 Feb 1982. Buried in Goleta Cemetery, Goleta, Santa 
Barbara CA, F: 82731260. – On 1 Jan 1927 in Anaconda, Deer Lodge MT Peter married Agnes 
Mary Casey (1902-1997, F: 134382298). Resident of Two Dot MT in Sep 1935 when his 
brother Van died. Buried in Saint Mary’s Cemetery, Missoula, Missoula MT. F: 134382277 

• Nina Kathryn Skelton Hogan, 16 Jun 1893 Judith Basin Co. MT – 5 Nov 1981 Helena, Lewis & 
Clark Co. MT. In the 1900 census, she is apparently listed as “Maud V.” Wife of James 
Walter Hogan (1883-1972, F: 141270906), whom she married 25 May 1914 in Great Falls, 
Cascade MT. Nina Hogan was a resident of Chicago IL in Sep 1935 when her brother Van 
died & of Helena MT in Jan 1973 when her brother Stanford died. Buried in Highland 
Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade MT. F: 141270978 

• Vaitleain Charlotte (“Lee”) Skelton Sweeney, 11 Jul 1896 Stanford, Judith Basin MT – 24 May 
1983 Great Falls, Cascade MT. Wife of William Cruse Sweeney (1892-1954, F: 31011551), 
whom she married 24 Jul 1920 in Great Falls, Cascade MT. Resident of Tucson AZ in Sep 
1935 when her brother Van died & of Helena MT in Jan 1973 when her brother Stanford died. 
Buried as Lee Sweeney in Resurrection Cemetery, Helena, Lewis & Clark MT. F: 31011557 

• Carl Milton Skelton, 15 Aug 1899 MT – 6 May 1978 Great Falls, Cascade MT. – Married on 19 
May 1924 in Great Falls, Cascade MT to Grace Katherine McAfee Hosner, the daughter of 
Henry L. McAfee & Katherine Messing. Grace was born 30 Jan 1902 Minot, Ward ND & died 
25 Sep 1983 Billings, Yellowstone MT. Grace’s 1st husband was Benjamin Franklin Hosner (4 
Aug 1889 Sibley, Osceola IA – 2 May 1956 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA, F: 3718851), whom 
she married 28 Jul 1919 in Billings, Yellowstone MT. Following her marriage to Carlton 
Skelton, Grace married Cleveland Alfred Vannoy (1888-1979, F: 39749905) in 1925 in Cody 
WY & is buried with him as Grace Vannoy in Riverside Cemetery, Thermopolis, Hot Springs 
WY, F: 39749537. - Married to Jane Catherine Lloyd (1913-2007) in 1935 in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. They had 3 children. Resident of Stanford MT in Sep 1935 when his brother Van 
died. Buried in Highland Cemetery, Great Falls, Cascade MT. F: 51334331 

• Florence Skelton, 9 Nov 1900 – 1 Feb 1903. Presumably born & died in MT. Buried in 
Steamboat Butte Cemetery, Stanford, Judith Basin MT. F: 60693684 

 
Notes:  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judith_Basin_County,_Montana 
Judith Basin County, Montana, was formed on 10 Dec 1920 from the western part of Fergus 
County & the eastern part of Cascade County. Ancestry.com family trees vary from 
indicating Stanford MT being in Fergus County (which it was when the Skelton children 
were born there) or using the current form of Judith Basin County. In this biography, the 
name of Judith Basin County was used for the location of Stanford MT. 
 
Do not confuse with his nephew of the same name, the son of Van Joseph Skelton.    
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Daily Missoulian" (Missoula MT) & "Billings (MT) Gazette" 18 Feb 1918 p 8 - cable was received 17 
Feb 1918 by his family that Fergus Co. resident Stanford Skelton is safe 
 
"Great Falls (MT) Tribune" 16 May 1919 p 12 – Corporal Skelton was in France, returned to US, 
should be in Great Falls MT in a few days, telegram received by parents Mr. & Mrs. W.B. Skelton 
yesterday 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Billings (MT) Gazette" 9 Jan 1973 p 12 - MT Legislature - HR 2,  the bill "honors recently deceased 
Judge Basin County rancher Stanford Skelton" 
 
"Great Falls (MT) Tribune" 3 Jan 1973 p 1 & 2 - Stanford "Bay" Skelton, 77, son of early Judith Basin 
pioneer homesteaders Mr. & Mrs. William Skelton, an early Stanford MT ranch couple, was 1 
pioneer rodeo man, a Western movie actor, friend of the late artist Charles M. Russell. Brn on his 
parents' ranch, which was his home all his life. Attended Utica grade school & the 1st grade school 
built in Stanford MT, also schools in Great Falls & Missoula. WWI veteran, Tuscania survivor. He & 
brother Carl were pioneer rodeo participants & producers. He went to Hollywood & appeared in 
several Western movies. Was a friend of Noah Beery, Jack Holt, Bebe Daniels, Yakima Canute. He 
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met Huberta in Hollywood & they married 30 Jan 1929. They returned to the ranch in Stanford MT. 
Huberta died 4 Dec 1969. In Mar 1972 Stanford received the Bob Schriver bronze buffalo skull 
award at the annual C.M. Russell Art Auction (given to friends of Russell). Member of MT Cowboys 
Association, MT Stockgrowers, Elks Lodge, Eagles, American Legion (Stanford MT), Historical 
Society of Stanford, Sons & Daughters of Pioneers. Survived by son Bill & daughter, 3 sisters, 
brother Carl. Funeral 5 Jan 1973, with burial in Stanford MT.    
 
 
Social Security number: 516-46-4057 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stanford, Fergus MT [now located in Judith Basin Co.]  - conducted 2 Jun 1900 
William Skelton, 48 England, Oct 1851, parents b. England, emigrated 1865, in US for 35 
years, married 20 years, naturalized, farmer 
Vaitlain, 34 MN, Jul 1865, father b. Canada (French), mother b. ND, gave birth to 10 
children, 9 are living 
William, 14 MT, Nov 1881, cowboy 
Martha M., 14 MT, Aug 1885, at school 
Joseph V., 12 MT, Aug 1887, at school 
John L., 11 MT, May 1889, at school 
Peter A., 8 MT, Jul 1891, at school 
Maud V., 6 MT, Jun 1895, at school 
Stanford, 5 MT, Jan 1895 
Lena C., 2 MT, Jul 1897 
Carl M., 10 months MT, Aug 1899 
& servant John S. Nolan, 30, Apr 170 [sic], farm labor 
 
1910 Kibby, Cascade MT  
William Skelton, 60 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1856, naturalized, in 1st 
marriage, married 30 years, retired rancher, own income 
Vaitline, 45 MN, parents b. Canada, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 8 are living 
Martha, 23 MT, farmer, general farm 
Van J., 21 MT 
John L., 20 MT 
Peter, 17 MT 
Nina, 18 MT 
Standford J., 14 MT 
Lena C., 12 MT 
Carl M., 10 MT 
 
1920 Great Falls, Cascade MT 
William Skelton, 70 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1865, naturalized 1880 
Vaitleain, 54 MN, parents b. Canada (French) 
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Stanford W., 25 MT, single, rancher, farm 
Lena, 22 MT, single, rancher, farm 
Karl M., 20 MT, single 
 
1930 White School, Judith Basin MT 
Stanford W. Skelton, 34 MT, father b. England, mother b. MN, age 33 at 1st marriage, 
farmer, general farm, WWI veteran 
Ulberta Skelton, 26 PA, parents b. Poland, age 25 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Carlos M. Skelton, 30 MT, single, father b. England, mother b. MN, farmer, general farm 
[brother] 
 
1940 Stanford, Judith Basin MT – in same house in 1935 
Stanford W. Skelton, 44 MT, farmer 
Huberta P., 35 PA  
Stanford W., 9 MT 
Sharon H., 7 MT 
& servant Margory M. Hafenmacher, 19 WI 
& 2 hired men 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 


