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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sivyer, Benjamin Edwin, Jr. 
1896 WI – 1978 FL 
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University of Wisconsin football team 1917 – Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. is seated in the front row – 

4th from left – “Wisconsin Alumni Magazine” vol. 19 #2 Dec 1917 - 
https://search.library.wisc.edu/digital/ABPDQWKA7XYTR78J/full/AUFI4OUJHDK5VW8Q 
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Benjamin Sivyer Jr. is 2nd from left in the seated row – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 21 Oct 

1967 p 12 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268738401/media/d3e4007a-577c-48bd-bca8-5d0fe51bf9f5 
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Obituary of Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. – “Miami (FL) Herald” Friday 3 Feb 1978 p 161 
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Milwaukee WI birth record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00093-
00543?pId=300139446 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00093-00543?pId=300139446
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00093-00543?pId=300139446
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWJP-SH3Z 

 
Life: 

 

 
U of WI Badger football – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 12 Aug 1917 p 11 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWJP-SH3Z
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[article continues] 

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 16 Sep 1917 p 7 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 30 Sep 1917 p 11 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 6 Oct 1917 p 12 

 
 

 
Was not going to be able to play against Notre Dame due to injury (but he did) -  

“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 13 Oct 1917 p 8 
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Sivyer plays left end in the scoreless game (0-0) against Notre Dame University, the 2nd game 

played at Camp Randall Stadium at the U of WI, Madison – attendance: 1,500 - “Wisconsin State 
Journal” Sunday 14 Oct 1917 p 7 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 17 Oct 1917 p 6 
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U of WI Badger scrimmage against U of MN Gophers – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Wednesday 24 Oct 1917 p 9 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 1 Nov 1917 p 6 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 23 Nov 1917 p 9 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 12 Dec 1917 p 11 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 13 Dec 1917 p 7 

 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 14 

 

 
“Keokuk (IA) Daily Gate City & Constitution-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 7 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 12 Apr 1918 p 8 
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[article continues] 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 20 Jun 1918 p 6 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 27 Apr 1919 p 18 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 2 Aug 1919 p 5 

 

 
Returns to U of WI for homecoming – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 1 Nov 1919 

p 5 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 3 Sep 1921 p 5 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 10 Jul 1931 p 13 

 

 
“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Sunday 25 Apr 1937 p 3 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 20 Oct 1967 p 39 

 
 
 
 

 
Wife Marguerite Beach 
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Marguerite Beach Sivyer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740878/media/c4240bbf-0bd2-4e48-b771-e8e8cd23716e 
 

 
Marriage on 20 Dec 1920 in Aberdeen SD of Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. & Marguerite Beach – 

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 21 Dec 1920 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740878/media/c4240bbf-0bd2-4e48-b771-e8e8cd23716e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740878/media/c4240bbf-0bd2-4e48-b771-e8e8cd23716e
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By the time this was published, Marguerite Beach & Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. were already married 
– on 20 Dec 1920, either in Hennepin Co. MN (according to the MN marriage record) or in Aberdeen 
SD (at the home of her parents) - “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 17 Dec 1917 p 5 

 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1151210:70873 
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Obituary of Marguerite M. Beach Sivyer, died 24 Oct 1965 Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL – “Fort 

Lauderdale (FL) News” Monday 25 Oct 1965 p 8 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 16 May 1939 p 14 

 
 

Wife Claudia Jones 
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Benjamin’s 2nd wife Claudia Jones is pictured seated on her father Pressley Fredrick Jones’s lap (at 
left) with siblings Mamie Louise Jones (Webb) standing in center, Fredrick Sparks Jones standing at 

far right & Sallie Jones (Cleavenger) seated in center – Find A Grave 157891561 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=8784&h=2852391&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843 
 
 

 

  
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=7338&h=3251375&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=8784 
 

 
Children: 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=8784&h=2852391&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=8784&h=2852391&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
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Unsourced - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740879/media/289f5699-e0b4-414c-8799-1852b9e09901 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740879/media/289f5699-e0b4-414c-8799-1852b9e09901
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740879/media/289f5699-e0b4-414c-8799-1852b9e09901
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Glorianne Sivery Boyle with husband, Robert Thomas Boyle - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268764213/media/c100ad34-017b-491d-8565-bbb32940636f 
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TX death record of daughter Glorianne Sivyer Boyle (1922-1974), died in a automobile/truck/train 
crash - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/61078881:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=400456d3b7c5cdaea61994c89ad2e2e3&_phsrc
=hFB56430&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61078881:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=400456d3b7c5cdaea61994c89ad2e2e3&_phsrc=hFB56430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61078881:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=400456d3b7c5cdaea61994c89ad2e2e3&_phsrc=hFB56430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61078881:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=400456d3b7c5cdaea61994c89ad2e2e3&_phsrc=hFB56430&_phstart=successSource
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Son Robert Beach Sivyer (1926-2005)  - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740985/media/e1b18418-dca7-424d-8791-7e931ae68bd7 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740985/media/e1b18418-dca7-424d-8791-7e931ae68bd7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51119975/person/332268740985/media/e1b18418-dca7-424d-8791-7e931ae68bd7
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44047_11_00052-
01521?pId=199191531 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44047_11_00052-01521?pId=199191531
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44047_11_00052-01521?pId=199191531
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 11 Jul 1951 p 14 
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Obituary of son Robert Beach Sivyer, d. 9 Feb 2005 – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Friday 11 Feb 2005 p 
7 
 

 
 
 

Father: 
 

 
“Shullsburg (WI) Southwestern Local” Sunday 8 Apr 1888 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Wednesday 5 Sep 1894 p 1 
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“Sevenoaks Chronicle, Westerham Courier & Kentish Advertiser” (Sevenoaks, Kent, England) 

Friday 13 May 1932 p 17 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/808415537/ 
 

Sibling: 
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Allen Walters Sivyer – senior at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1914 yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96650759:1265 

 
Obituary of brother Allen Walters Sivyer (1891-1946) – “Mount Union (PA) Times” Thursday 26 Dec 

1946 p 1 
 
 



50 
 

 

 

 
Brother Allen Walters Sivyer – veteran tombstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1878:2375 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1878:2375
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Marriage of Allen Walters Sivyer to Evelyn Maude Heitman – “Mount Union (PA) Times” Friday 27 

Jun 1919 p 4 
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Name:  Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. 
Name variations:  Benjamin Edward on WI birth record  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,753 
Entered service from: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Benjamin E. Sivyer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father B.E. Sivyer, 258 - 10th St., Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "De Kalb" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Benjamin E. Sivyer, Jr. 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Benjamin E. Sivyer, 258 - 10th St., Milwaukee WI (cpl, 
Engrs.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Benjamin E. Sivyer Jr. - b. 3 Feb 1896 Milwaukee WI; 
res: 258 – 10th, Milwaukee WI. Single. Employed at Valecia Evaporated Milk Co., Middleton WI. 
Private, 1 year, U of WI. Claimed exemption from draft: “food production” – medium height & build. 
Card not dated. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): two addresses: 366 Brannan St., San 
Francisco CA (Jr.) & 4924 W. Woodlawn Ct., Milwaukee WI (no Jr. designation) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Benjamin Edwin Sivyer Jr. - b. 3 Feb 1896 Milwaukee 
WI; res: 5312 N. Shoreland Ave., Whitefish Bay, Milwaukee Wi. NOK wife Marguerite Sivyer, same 
address. Employed at Chain Belt Co., 1600 W. Bruce St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Height: 5’10” – 
180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  not listed 
Address:  446 Menlo Ave., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:    corporal, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Feb 1896 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
Died: 1 Feb 1978 Oakland Park, Broward FL (at his residence, 4061 NE 18th Ave., Oakland Park FL)  
Find A Grave record:  no interment noted in obituary: "Miami [FL] News" 3 Feb 1978 p4 - services 
at Baird Case Funeral Home, 4343 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale FL  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Benjamin Edwin Sivyer, Sr., 1863 – 1940. Son of Edwin Henry Sivyer & Anne 
Woulard. Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave:  89232414 
 
Mother: Mathilda (Tillie) Walters Sivyer, Dec 1862 Watertown, Dodge or Jefferson WI -  
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Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  1891 
 
Spouse: Marguerite Beach Sivyer, Jul 1899 IA - 24 Oct 1965 Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL. 
Daughter of Charles Nelson Beach (1864-1940, F: 107735842) & Hulda Louisa Martin (187-
1911, F; 107735868), both buried in SD. In the 1900 census for Bethel, Fayette IA, 
Marguerite lived with her parents, Charles Beach (35 WI, Sep 1864) & Hulda L. (29 IA, Dec 
1870).  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 20 Dec 1920 Aberdeen SD (according to newspaper account) or in Hennepin Co. 
MN (according to MN marriage record – moms.mn.gov 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/51119975/person/332268740878/facts 
 
Spouse: Claudia Jones Weinberg Crooks Sivyer, 22 Feb 1898 Marion Co. SC – 4 Aug 1980 
Broward Co. FL. Benjamin’s surviving wife at his death.  
Daughter of Pressley Fredrick Jones & Anita Harry Sparks. 
In the 1900 census for Wahee, Marion SC, Claudia Jones, b. Feb 1898 SC, lived with her 
mother Neta S. Jones & siblings.  
In 1921, Claudia was married to Lester Stanley Weinberg, 2 Jul 1893 Manning, Clarendon 
SC – 24 Jan 1937 Kingstree, Williamsburg SC. Buried in Jewish Cemetery, Sumter, Sumter 
SC, F: 33924536. Claudia & Lester had a daughter, Mary Jacobs Weinberg (later Mrs. 
Edward Emerson Wooten), 1922-2002, F: 203052889. 
Claudia married William Troy Crooks (26 Oct 1913 Williamsburg Co. SC – 26 Apr 2004) in 
1943. Claudia J. Crooks divorced William T. Crooks in 1953 in Alachua Co. FL. William is 
buried in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX, F: 72731949 
Burial details unknown. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  157891561 
Marriage:  May 1967 Broward Co. FL 
 
 
Children: 

• Glorianne Sivyer Boyle, 14 Feb 1922 Chicago, Cook IL – 30 Jun 1974 TX Webster, Harris TX 
(on Highway 3). SSN 337-16-5093. Married 1 Jul 1944 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to Robert 
Thomas Boyle (23 Apr 1916 Topeka, Shawnee KS – 27 Nov 2008 Huntsville, Walker TX). Died 
of a “fractured skull, crushed chest and broken back” as a passenger in a motor car 
involved in an auto-truck-train accident. Dead on arrival at Clearlake Hospital, Webster, 
Harris TX.  Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/51119975/person/332268740879/facts. Buried in Memorial Oaks 
Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 144596550 

• Robert Beach Sivyer, b. ca. 1927 MI – 9 Feb 2005 TX. Married 7 Jul 1951 in Pewaukee Lake, 
Waukesha WI to Nancy Bur Brenk, daughter of Robert J. Brenk (1893-1970, F: 83348776) & 
Catherine Bur (1897-1970, F: 83348759).  

 
Sibling:  
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• Allen Walters Sivyer, 27 Feb 1891 Milwaukee Co. WI – 10 Dec 1946 Milwaukee Co. WI. 
Medical doctor. Served as a 1st lieutenant in the Medical Corps in WWI (29 Jan 1918 to 14 
Mar 1919). Married 3 Jul 1919 to Evelyn Maude Heitman (1894-1988, F: 89232465) at the 
home of her parents in Mount Union, Huntingdon PA. Her father was Charles E. Heitman. 
Allen & Evelyn met when she was in nursing training at the U of PA Hospital. Allen is buried 
in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 89232516 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
varsity football player at U of WI, playing last game Nov 1917 before joining the Army, in Aug 1919 
announced he planned to return to the university & football, was winner of "W" award cabled 
home one word "Safe" after sinking 
 
 
"Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette" 23 Nov 1917 p 9 – Benjamin is 1 of 3 Milwaukee WI boys who will 
enlist after the Badger football game in Chicago on 24 Nov 1917. He was out most of the season 
with a bad ankle. He "cut a wide swath" when he played with Milwaukee West division team.  
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 13 Dec 1917 p 13 – played right end for U of WI Badgers football team. 
Left 12 Dec 1917 for TX. 
 
"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 8 Feb 1918 p 9 - Ben Sivyer of Milwaukee, on Tuscania – played left end, 
1917 U of WI football team  
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - enlisted in Engineers Corps here in Madison WI. 
"Safe" was the only word in the telegram to his father. His uncle is H.H. Walters of Valecia Malted 
Milk Co.  
 
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 6 Mar 1918 p 7 - [hard to read] This varsity athlete swam to a lifeboat. 
Was in the boat 6 hours. Played end for U of WI 1917 football team. Enlisted after the end of the 
season. He doubted his letter to a friend doubted would pass the censor. He watched boxing & 
then was in the upper berth in a stateroom. Jumped in after a runaway empty boat but could not tie 
a rope to it alone, so Lt. Smith & Cooper helped me. The raft was an unsinkable kind. The waves 
were rolling over, it was cold, would think you were going up into the clouds before coming down to 
scrape bottom. Found onboard matches, lantern, oil, compass, fresh water, hardtack & signal 
rockets. Set off 11 rockets, then saw the dark shadow of the trawler that picked them up. Men were 
in the lifeboat were yanked out 1 by 1 as the lifeboat rose to deck level. He was jammed in the 
forecastle with 8-10 others. Treatment by English on the trawler was splendid. Met by a large crowd 
in Ireland that knew they were coming. Gave them parties, dances, food. Is now in a convalescent 
camp. 
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"Madison Capital Times" 12 Apr 1918 p 8 – letter home discussing Tuscania. Sivyer claims he is in 
England with "Sontar a Beta" who was on the Tuscania with him (?)   
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Miami [FL] News" 3 Feb 1978 p 4 – died at age 81. A 13-yearr resident of Ft. Lauderdale FL. 
Formerly of Milwaukee WI. Survived by wife Claudia J. & son Robert. Member U of WI Fifty Club  
 
Social Security number: 545-05-3087 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 258 – 10th St. – conducted 8 Jun 1900 
Edwin Sivyer, 58 WI, Aug 1841, parents b. England, married 39 years, landlord 
Annie, 63 England, Nov 1836, parents b. England, emigrated 1844, in US for 56 years, gave 
birth to 6 children, 6 are living [wife] 
Benjamin E., 37 WI, Aug 1862, father b. WI, mother b. England, married 9 years, 
superintendent, cement mills [son] 
Mattie B., 37 WI, Dec 1862, father b. WI, mother b. England, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are 
living [daughter-in-law] 
Allen W., 9 WI, Feb 1891, at school [grandson] 
Benjamin E., 4 WI, Feb 1896 [grandson] 
 
1910 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 258 – 10th St. 
Benjamin E. Sivyer [indexed as SINGER], 45 WI, father b. WI, mother b. England, in 1st 
marriage, married 20 years, concrete, builder 
Mathilda, 45 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Allen W., 19 WI 
Benjamin E. Jr., 14 WI 
& sister-in-law Mary Walters, 46 WI, parents b. Germany, single [misindexed as Watters] 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 258 – 10th St. – occupations information too blurry/faint to 
read 
Benjamin E. Sivyer, 56 WI, father b. WI, mother b. England 
Matie B., 58 WI, parents b. Germany 
Benjamin E., 23 WI, single 
& sister-in-law Mary Walters, 60 WI, single, parents b. Germany 
 
1930 Rockford, Winnebago IL – 1711 Harlem Blvd. – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Benjamin SERJER (but written as SIVJER), 34 Wi, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, 
superintendent, manufacturing, WWI veteran 
Margaret M., 31 IA, father b. WI, mother b. IA, age 22 at 1st marriage 
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Gloria A., 8 years 1 month IL 
Robert B., 4 years 1 month IL 
& servant for private family Elly Oberg, 20 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, single 
 
1940 San Mateo Co. CA – 2938 Hillside Dr. – in 1935 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Benjamin F. Sivyer, 44 Wi, sales manager, wholesale production machinery 
Margurite M., 41 IA 
Gloria Anne, 18 IL 
Robert B., 14 WI 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


