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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Simonson, Stanley Stoddard (Sr.) 
1892 CA – 1981 CA 
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    Stanley Stoddard Simonson 
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Obituary of Stanley Stoddard Simonson Sr. – “Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Wednesday 28 Jan 

1981 p 9 
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US passport application 11 Dec 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1447-
0103?pId=390784 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1447-0103?pId=390784
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1447-0103?pId=390784
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US passport application 31 Mar 1910 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9DX-
79J8?i=546&cc=2185145&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKDX-1KJC 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQRH-QVW2 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89Z5-

QC7X?i=725&cc=2141044&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVR9-P1KZ 
 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQRH-QVW2
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“Merced (CA) Express” Saturday 12 Jun 1909 p 3 
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“Peninsula Times Tribune” Thursday 7 Jan 1915 p 5 

 

 
“Merced (CA) Express” Saturday 26 May 1917 p 3 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 10 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Saturday 18 May 1918 p 6 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Tuesday 13 Aug 1918 p 9 

 

 
News of 20 years earlier – “Merced (CA) Express” Thursday 22 Jun 1939 p 2 
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“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Thursday 10 Apr 1924 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Salinas (CA) Morning Post” Friday 21 Mar 1930 p 14 
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“Merced (CA) Express” Friday 16 Jan 1931 p 1 
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Transaction involves Stanley’s father John Henry Simonson, himself, his wife Elsa & her Olcese 

relative – “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Saturday 27 Feb 1932 p 3 
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“Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Wednesday 9 Mar 1932 p 3 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Saturday 29 Oct 1932 p 1 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 27 Feb 1936 p 18 

 

 
“The Californian” (Salinas CA) Tuesday 1 Nov 1949 p 16 
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“Merced (CA) Express” Thursday 9 Jun 1955 p 1 
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Wife: 
 
 

 
Obituary of Elsa Agnes Olcese Simonson – “Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Wednesday 15 Jan 1975 p 20 
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Graduate of Merced High School 1911 – “Atwater (CA) Signal” Friday 9 Jun 1911 p 3 

 
 

 
Marriage license – “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 9 Dec 1917 p 22 
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Marriage on 8 Dec 1917 in Merced, Merced CA – “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 9 Dec 

1917 p 22 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 9 Dec 1917 p 3 

 

 
Their wedding color was the crimson of Stanford University – the US flag was also displayed – “San 

Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 16 Dec 1917 p 5 
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“Concord (CA) Transcript” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
 

 
The Olcese family emigrated from Italy – “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 22 Dec 1917 p 8 

 
 
 

 
“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Monday 25 May 1931 p 12 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Saturday 13 Jan 1940 p 2 
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“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Friday 16 Jan 1953 p 18 
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Obituary of mother-in-law Agnes Moran Olcese – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 10 Jan 1950 p 12 

 
 
 
 

Son: 
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Obituary of son Stanley Stoddard Simonson Jr. (1922-1996) – “Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Thursday 7 

Mar 1996 p 4 
 

 
“Merced (CA) Express” Thursday 25 Feb 1937 p 3 
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Birth of Stanley Stoddard Simonson Jr. – “Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 3 Oct 1922 p 5 

 
 
 
 

         
Father: 
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Father John Henry Simonson – Find A Grave 26235995 
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Obituary of father John Henry Simonson -  the large headline just above his obituary on 

page 1 reads “Lindbergh Baby Vanishes - “Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Wednesday 2 Mar 1932 p 
1 & p 3 
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“Merced (CA) Sun-Star” Tuesday 15 Mar 1932 p 3 

 
 
 

 
Name:  Stanley Stoddard Simonson (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps – 2nd lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Merced, Merced CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stanley S. Simonson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. S.S. Simonson, 424 - 21st St., Merced CA 
Returned from war on: "Floridian" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Stanley S. Simonson 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Elsa A. Simonson, 560 - 21st St., Merced CA 
(1st lt, Field & Staff, 148th F.A.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Stanley Stoddard Simonson - b. 30 Jan 1892 Merced 
CA; res: 424 – 21st St., Merced, Merced CA. Single. Secretary, State Council of Defense, State 
Railroad Commission, 833 Market St. [no city] Tall & slender. Registered on 2 Jun 1917 in advance 
of national registration day on 5 Jun 1917. In response to the question if he claimed exemption from 
the draft, “Not answered – in service of, and salary paid by State Council of Defense.” 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Merced CA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Stanley Stoddard Simonson - b. 30 Jan 1892 Merced 
CA; res: 940 “M” St., Merced, Merced CA. Mailing address: 601 – 17th St., Merced CA. NOK wife Elsa 
A. Simonson, same address. Self -employed at 601 – 17th St., Merced, Merced DA. Height: 5’11” – 
155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jan 1918 
Discharged:  not recorded 
Address:  529 – 20th St., Merced CA 
Rank/unit:    1st lieutenant, Field Artillery 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 Jan 1892 Merced, Merced CA  
Died: 24 Jan 1981 Salinas, Monterey Co. CA (tombstone - 25 Jan 1981) (obituary says in 
Carmel CA hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 25954425 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Merced, Merced CA 
Cemetery:  Merced 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: John Henry Simonson, 6 Nov 1850 near Hamburg, Germany – 2 Mar 1932. Son of 
Jasper Simonson & Anna Maria Slausen. The Simonson family emigrated to the US in 1857, 
settling in Minnesota, where John went to school & was employed as a clerk before moving 
to CA. 
Came to Merced Co. CA in 1876. Elected on the Republican ticket to the post of Merced 
Co. CA clerk (until Jan 1887, re-elected twice). In 1890 elected as county assessor, serving 
to Jan 1899. Senior partner in Simonson-Harrell Abstract Company (an abstract/real 
estate/insurance business). Founder & secretary/manager of Merced Mutual Building & 
Loan Associtioni.  
Buried in Merced Cemetery, Merced, Merced CA.  
Find A Grave:  26235995 
 
Mother: Jessie Benton Stoddard Simonson, 29 May 1861 Calaveras Co. CA – 5 May 1953 
Santa Clara Co. CA. Daughter of Ebenezer Maxwell Stoddard & Cynthia Benton.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage: 1885 in Merced, Merced CA  
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Spouse: Elsa Agnes Olcese Simonson, 20 Dec 1892 CA – 12 Jan 1975 Monterey Co. CA. 
Daughter of John Baptist Olcese & Agnes Moran (her father’s 2nd wife). Her father was the 
mayor of Merced, Merced CA & an early settler. Attended Stanford University. Buried in 
Calvary Cemetery, Merced, Merced CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  47593809 
Marriage: 8 Dec 1917 in Merced, Merced CA at the home of her parents, by a Catholic 
priest 
 
Children: 

• Stanley Stoddard Simonson Jr., 1 Oct 1922 Merced, Merced CA – 5 Mar 1996 Monterey Co. 
CA. Buried in Merced Cemetery, Merced, Merced CA. F: 25954459 

 
Siblings: only child 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
Attended grammar & high school in Merced, Merced CA. Spent about one-and-a-half years 
traveling in Europe before attending Stanford University, from which he graduated in 1915 
with a B.A. degree. For the next year, he served as a student advisor at Stanford. Was 
employed 6 months with the Simonson-Harrell Co. (his father’s business), Stanley became 
secretary to the Petroleum Conservation Commission, a division of the CA State Railroad 
Commission. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"San Francisco Chronicle" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - The bride of Lt. Simonson returned 9 Feb to 
Merced CA. The couple had taken their bridal journal to the Atlantic Coast as he proceeded 
to war. 
 
Stanley enlisted & attended the Second Officers’ Training Camp. He was commissioned a 
second lieutenant in the Field Artillery & was later commissioned a first lieutenant. He 
served most of his time overseas, in the Champaign-Marne defensive & the Aisne-Marne, 
St. Mihiel & Meuse-Argonne offensives.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 552-03-1535   
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Township #2, Merced Co. CA 
John H. Simonson, 49 Germany, Nov 1850, parents b. Germany, married 15 years, 
emigrated 1857, in US for 43 years, naturalized, abstractor 
Jessie, 34 CA, May 1861, parents b. NY, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is alive 
Stanley S., 8 CA, Jan 1892, at school 
& sister-in-law Nellie M. Stoddard, 27 CA, Jul 1872, single 
 
1910 Township 2, North West Merced, Merced CA – 21st St. 
John H. Simonson, 59 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, 
abstractor, own office 
Jessie B., 49 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Stanley, 18 CA 
 
1920 District 5, Merced Co. CA – 529 --- 
Stanley S. Simonson, 24 CA, father b. Germany, mother b. CA, accountant, abstract office 
Elsa A., 24 CA, parents b. CA 
[on this same page are both their sets of parents: John B. & Agnes M. Olcese & John H. & 
Jessie B. Simonson] 
 
1930 Merced, Merced CA 
Stanley S. Simonson, 38 CA, father b. Germany, mother b. CA, age 25 at 1st marriage, 
officer manager, title office, WWI veteran 
Elsa A., 37 CA, parents b. CA, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Stanley S., Jr., 7 CA 
 
1940 Merced, Merced CA – 940 L St. – same house in 1935 
Jessie Simonson, 78 CA, widow [head of household] 
Stanley Simonson, 48 CA, abstractor, private business [son] 
Elsa Simonson, 47 CA [daughter-in-law] 
Stanley Simonson Jr., 17 CA [grandson] 
& maid Mildred Eason, 22 KS, same place in 1935 
 
1950 Monterey, Monterey CA 
Stanley Simonson, 58 CA, manager, association building & loan 
Elsa A., 57 CA 
Stanley S., 27 CA, never married, delivery [unintelligible word], publishing 
& cook, domestic, Wina Hong, 32 China, married, Chinese race 


