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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Simonson, Sigurd Richard 
1898 Norway – 1984 WI 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQRH-CF6Z 
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Obituary of Sigurd Richard Simonson – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Monday 12 Mar 1984 p 4 
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Naturalization – filed 1 Jul 1933 – oath of allegiance on 12 Sep 1941 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:ZMM6-H7MM 
 

 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 4 Oct 1931 p 12 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:ZMM6-H7MM
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“Winona (MN) Republican-Herald” Monday 7 Feb 1949 p 3 

 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Esther G. Olson Simonson – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 5 

Jul 1979 p 5 
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Children: 
 
 

 
Obituary of son Sigurd C. (Chuck) Simonson (1930-1996) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 2 Oct 1996 p 2 
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Baptism of Sigurd Charles Simonson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 20 Jan 1931 p 9 

 
 



11 
 

 

 
Obituary of daughter Violet LaMae Simonson Larson (1932-1961) – “Chippewa Herald-

Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 10 Oct 1961 p 4 
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Daughter Violet LaMae Simonson Larson (1932-1961) – Chippewa Falls (WI) High School, 

1949 yearbook – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_10812_1949_0035?

pId=230590733 
 
 
 
 

 
Marriage of daughter Violet LaMae Simonson to Robert John Larson on 19 Mar 1955 – “Eau 

Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Wednesday 23 Mar 1955 p 5 
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Obituary of son Dale R. Simonson (1937-1993) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa 

Falls WI) Wednesday 21 Jul 1993 p 2 
 

 
Birth of Dale Richard Simonson – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Tuesday 27 Jul 1937 p 5 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 3 Mar 1956 p 2 
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Obituary of Dale Richard Simonson’s ex-wife, Mary Shope Simonson – “Eau Claire (WI) 
Leader-Telegram” Saturday 28 Jun 2008 p 10 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Marriage of daughter Gloria Esther Simonson (1940-2014) to Edwin Howard Whitney Jr. – 

“Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Thursday 14 Jan 1960 p 4 
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Daughter Gloria Esther Simonson Whitney – Eau Claire (WI) High School yearbook, 1955 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/303243655:1265 

 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Birth of sister Laura Petrine Simonson (1899-1902) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/986256:2544?tid=&pid=&queryId=c8b824349dc6d5fe2a79e0147d3319f8&_

phsrc=hFB56347&_phstart=successSource 
 



17 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Ivar Arnold Simonson (1906-1982) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Monday 26 Jul 1982 p 4 
 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Marriage of half-sister Ella Signora Lund (1914-2001) to Ralph N. Haas – “Eau Claire (WI) 

Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 15 Nov 1933 p 2 
 
 

 
Half-brother Charles Bernard Lund (1918-2007) – Find A Grave 15189458 
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Obituary of half-brother Arthur Bernard Lund – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 

5 Apr 2007 p 10 
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Marriage of Arthur Bernard Lund to Helen Wilson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 3 Sep 

1940 p 4 
 
 
 

Father: 
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This must be his father Paul, who died by suicide – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Wednesday 23 
May 1928 p 6 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2008194:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=8cae583eef096023c5706cbe73deca65
&_phsrc=hFB56348&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Obituary of Ingeborg --- Simonson Lund – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 13 

Feb 1937 p 3 
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Obituary of mother Ingeborg’s half-brother Hans Semb – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 

22 Jul 1933 p 5 
 

Stepfather Emil Lund: 
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Testimonial advertisement – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Thursday 10 Nov 1927 p 4 
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Emil goes missing “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 13 Oct 1929 p 14 
 

 
“Dunn County News” (Menominee WI) Wednesday 18 May 1936 p 5 

      
 
Name:  Sigurd Richard Simonson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private 
Serial number:  251,725 
Entered service from:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Sigurd R. Simonson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Emil Lund, Route 4, Box 109, Chippewa Falls WI 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Sigurd R. Simonson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Isabel Simonson, Box 109, Route 4 Chippewa 
Falls WI (wagoner, 107th Engineer Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1955 WI Survivors: 1315 - 1st Ave., Eau Claire 
WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Sigurd Richard Simonson – b. 12 Jan 1898 Bergen, 
Norway; res: Rte. 1, Chippewa Falls, Hallie township, Chippewa WI. NOK Mrs. Sigurd 
Simonson, same address. Unemployed. Height: 71 inches, weight: 172 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  27 May 1919 
Address:  Eleva WI 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 107th Engineers Train, 32nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Jan 1898 Biri, Norway [which is in Gjøvik Municipality, Innlandet, Norway) (lists birthplace 
as Bergen, Norway on his WWII draft registration)  
Died: 10 Mar 1984 Eau Claire, Chippewa WI (Sacred Heart Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 94033907 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Hallie, Chippewa WI 
Cemetery:  Prairie View 
Tombstone: veteran flat: US Army WWI    
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Father:  Paul Simonson, ca. 1864 Norway – presumably died by suicide 23 May 1928 
Stoddard, Vernon WI.  The man in the newspaper article was age 65, which computes. In 
Oct 1929, his wife Ingeborg publishes a newspaper appeal asking to learn his 
whereabouts, as he left home28 Jul 1927. In the 1930 census, Ingeborg lists herself as a 
widow but later newspaper accounts place them together in Eleva WI. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Ingeborg B. Semb Simonson Lund, 9 May 1879 Norway – 13 Feb 1937 Pleasant 
Valley, Eau Claire WI. Her maiden surname is often found as Semb (which on an illegible 
record appears to be shortened from a longer name) but also as Larson or Larsdatter. An 
online Ancestry.com family tree lists her as the daughter of Lars Muttsen; her mother’s 
maiden surname is listed as Karn. She is listed as Semb on her son Arthur Bernard Lund’s 
WI birth record. When her brother Matthew Semb dies in Jun 1927, she is listed as his sister 
Mrs. Emil Lund of Eleva WI.  
Married Emil A. Lund. Listed as Mrs. Emil Lund when Sigurd sailed on Tuscania Jan 1918 
but as Mrs. Isabel Simonson when he returned on “Haverford” in May 1919. Emil Lund, 
born 9 Jan 1879 Norway on his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918) lives with wife Ingeborg 
Lund at Route 4, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. In the 1930 census Ingeborg Lund is in 
Pleasant Valley, Eau Claire WI while Emil Lund, listed as married, lives Superior, Douglas 
WI & is a railroad laborer. On his WWII draft registration, he lists a birthdate of 9 Jan 1879 in 
Eastern Toten, Norway – lives at the Tacoma Hotel (515 ½ Superior St., Duluth MN) & works 
at the Northern Pacific Railroad of St. Paul MN in Garrison MT.  
Buried in Eleva Cemetery, Elva, Trempealeau WI.  
Find A Grave:  15189547 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Esther Gladys Olson Simonson, 25 May 1901 Eleva, Trempealeau WI – 5 Jul 1979 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Daughter of Henry Nicolai Olson Sr. & Mary Sahler. Buried 
in Prairie View Cemetery, Hallie, Chippewa WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  94033906 
Marriage: 5 Jul 1929 Winona Co. MN 
 
Children: 

• Sigurd Charles (“Chuck”) Simonson, 8 Dec 1930 Winona Co. MN – 29 Sep 1996 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in Hope Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 99637277 

• Violet LaMae Simonson Larson, 24 Apr 1932 Trempealeau Co. WI – 7 Oct 1961 WI. Baptized 
in Zion Lutheran Church, Galesville, Trempealeau WI on 29 May 1932. Wife of Robert John 
Larson (1934-1998, F: 68144286), the son of Lloyd Arthur Larson & Zia Helen Reidy, whom 
she married 19 Mar 1955 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 95774698 

• Dale Richard Simonson, 27 Jul 1937 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 19 Jul 1993 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Served in the US Army in Korea 12 Nov 1954 to 8 Nov 1957. Married in 
Nov 1958 in Eau Claire Co. WI to Mary Shope (1938-2008, F: 27877526), the daughter of 
Harold Shope & Lulu Thompson. They divorced 11 Jan 1980 in Eau Claire Co. WI. - Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F; 95778395 
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• Gloria Esther Simonson Whitney, 4 Feb 1940 WI – 16 Oct 2014. Wife of Edwin Howard 
Whitney (1937-2014, F: 233746994). Resident of San Clemente CA in Mar 1984, Jul 1993 & 
Oct 1996. Buried in Wildomar Cemetery, Wildomar, Riverside CA. F: 233746953 

 
Siblings:  

• Laura Petrine Simonson, 26 Nov 1899 Galesville, Trempealeau WI – 22 Dec 1902 Galesville, 
Trempealeau WI. Baptized Trinity Lutheran Church in Galesville, Trempealeau WI on 17 Dec 
1899. Burial details unknown. F: 180048072 

• Ivar Arnold Simonson, 20 Oct 1906 Galesville, Trempealeau WI – 24 Jul 1982 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Husband of Eleanor Olson (1911-1984, F: 113883849). Buried in Prairie 
View Cemetery, Hallie, Chippewa WI. F: 113883850 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Ingeborg Semb’s 2nd marriage, to Emil A. Lund 

• Ella Signora Lund Haas, 13 Feb 1914 WI – 15 Apr 2001 Eau Claire Co. WI. Wife of Ralph N. 
Haas (1907-1986, F: 7610260). Buried in Holy Guardian Angels Cemetery, Brackett, Eau 
Claire WI. F: 7610242 

• Arthur Bernard Lund, 16 Dec 1918 Hallie, Chippewa WI – 3 Apr 2007. Married Helen Evelyn 
Wilson (1915-1999, F: 15189493) on 31 Aug 1940 in Decorah, Winneshiek IA. Following her 
death, Arthur married Delores White in 2001. Served in the US Army in WWII. Operated 
Lund’s Equipment and later Lund’s Truck and Auto Sales in rural Eleva WI. Buried in Eleva 
Cemetery, Eleva, Trempealeau WI. F: 15189458 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – 
Maybe His Name Is Here!” – includes name of Sigurd R. Simonson of Chippewa Falls WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
Filed naturalization application 1 Jul 1933. Swore an oath of allegiance to the US on 12 Sep 
1941. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chippewa Herald-Telegram" (Chippewa Falls WI) 12 Mar 1984 p 4 – Died at age 86. 
Resident of Rte. 8, Bateman Township, Chippewa Falls WI. Born 12 Jan 1898 Biri, Norway. 
Moved to Galesville WI as a child & grew up in Chippewa Falls WI. Moved to Eau Claire WI 
in 1950, living there until he returned to Chippewa Falls WI in 1963. Worked at Uniroyal for 
27 years, retiring in 1963. WWI Army veteran, a wagoner, 107th Engineers Train. Tuscania 
survivor. Survived by 2 sons, 1 daughter, 2 half-siblings. 
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Social Security number: 390-01-1821 
 
Censuses: 
 
1905 Galesville, Trempealeau WI 
Paul Simonson, 37 Norway, parents b. Norway, day laborer 
Ingeberg [sic], 27 Norway, parents b. Norway, washer woman 
Segur, 7 Norway 
 
1910 Gale, Trempealeau WI 
Paul SIMMSON, 46 Norway, parents b. Norway, married 12 years, steam mason, on 
buildings 
Isabel, 37 Norway, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 2 children (column for living children 
left blank) 
Sigurd, 12 Norway 
Iver Arnold, 3 WI 
 
1920 Hallie, Chippewa WI 
Emil Lund, 39 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1904, alien, farmer, general farm 
Ingeborg Lund, 39 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1900, alien [wife] 
Ella Lund, 5 WI [daughter] 
Arthur Lund, 1 WI [son] 
Sigurd Simonson, 22 Norway, emigrated 1900, naturalized, date of naturalization 
unknown, farm laborer, general farm [stepson] [note in 1940 he says he is an alien] 
Ivar Simonson, 13 WI [stepson] 
 
1930 Racine, Racine WI – 1128 Marquette St. 
Segurd Somenson, 31 Norway, parents b. Norway, age 30 at 1st marriage, naturalized, 
emigrated 1899, laborer, factory, WWI veteran 
Esther, 28 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Norway, age 28 at 1st marriage [wife] 
 
1930 Pleasant Valley, Eau Claire WI  
Ingeborg Lund, 49 Norway, parents b. Norway, widowed (this is written over the original 
entry in very dark ink), alien, farmer, dairy farming 
Iver Simenson, 23 WI, parents b. Norway, laborer, farm [son – misread as Joer] 
Ella Lund, 16 WI [daughter] 
Arther [sic] Lund, 11 WI 
& lodger Benn Rode, 23 Norway 
 
1930 Superior, Douglas WI – 1424 – 15th St. 
Emil Lund, 48 Norway, parents b. Norway, married, railroad laborer 
 
1940 Hallie, Chippewa WI – in 1935 in rural Trempealeau Co. WI – conducted 8 Apr 1940 
Sigerd Simonson, 41 Norway, alien, curing (?) man, Gillette (?) Co. 
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Gladys, 38 WI 
Charles, 9 MN 
Violet, 8 WI 
Dale, 3 WI 
Gloria, 1 month WI 
 
1950 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 1315 First Ave. 
Sigurd R. Simonson, 52 Norway, bagging man, tire manufacturers 
Esther G., 48 WI 
Sigurel C., 19 MN, farm labor, farm 
Violet L., 17 WI 
Gerald R., 12 WI 
Gloria E., 10 WI 
 


