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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA  

 

*brother of Tuscania passenger Conrad Simmons 
Simmons, Gilbert 
1893 OR – 1978 OR 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ94-B1T2 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ94-B1T2
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Life: 
 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 10 Dec 1917 p 5 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
[list continues] 
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
 

 
Gilbert & brother Guy Simmons - “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 25 Jun 1919 p 6 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Siblings Conrad Simmons, Gilbert Simmons & Sylvia Simmons (Mrs. George) Deffenbacher – 

“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 31 Jan 1936 p 7 
 

 
Wife: 
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Emily Clara Stoneberg Simmons - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037002/media/660de9b2-b3d0-48ee-829c-
bd6f1b2d27b0 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037002/media/660de9b2-b3d0-48ee-829c-bd6f1b2d27b0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037002/media/660de9b2-b3d0-48ee-829c-bd6f1b2d27b0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037002/media/660de9b2-b3d0-48ee-829c-bd6f1b2d27b0
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Marriage on 20 Aug 1923 at the house of A.A. Stoneberg, of Gilbert Simmons & Emily 
Stoneburg [sic] - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_172028004420
_0587-03504?pId=121811360 

 

 
The guests were invited to an anniversary party & instead ended up at the wedding of Emily 

Clara Stoneberg & Gilbert Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 25 Aug 1923 p 10 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Saturday 6 Aug 1927 p 2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_172028004420_0587-03504?pId=121811360
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_172028004420_0587-03504?pId=121811360
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“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 28 Oct 1928 p 17 

 

 
Gilbert Simmons & his brother-in-law George Deffenbacher – “Eugene (OR) Register” 

Sunday 14 Jul 1929 p 17 
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“Eugene (OR) Register” Sunday 31 Aug 1930 p 4 
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Left margin cut off in original – 86th birth of father Archibald Simmons hosted by Earl 

Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 25 Jul 1932 p 3 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 2 Mar 1933 p 4 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 7 Oct 1934 p 3 

 

 
Gilbert’s birthday part – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 20 May 1936 p 4 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 8 Sep 1937 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 23 Aug 1940 p 12 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 17 Sep 1956 p 11 
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Children: 
 

 
Daughter Gladeus Eugenia Simmons Pupke (1924-2016) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037063/media/2188db75-79d9-4a67-9c45-

7e6792f092a0 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037063/media/2188db75-79d9-4a67-9c45-7e6792f092a0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037063/media/2188db75-79d9-4a67-9c45-7e6792f092a0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/83712015/person/132166037063/media/2188db75-79d9-4a67-9c45-7e6792f092a0


12 
 

 

 
Marriage of Gladeus Eugenia Simmons to Ronald Irving Pupke on 5 Jun 1948 in Multnomah 

Co. OR -  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598

_0068-02552?pId=90058397 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 4 Mar 1932 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_0068-02552?pId=90058397
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_0068-02552?pId=90058397
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 24 Aug 1936 p 2 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 12 Sep 1942 p 6 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 25 Oct 1942 p 13 

 
 
 
 
 



15 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 11 Jul 1948 p 20 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/registerguard/name/gladeus-pupke-
obituary?id=17911486 
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Marriage of daughter Millicent Louise Simmons to Shamseddin Afnan - “Eugene (OR) Guard” 

Sunday 23 Oct 1960 p 34 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 27 Apr 1942 p 10 

 
 



24 
 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 4 Jun 1961 p 24 
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26 
 

 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900296014:2531 

 

 
Marriage license - “Idaho State Journal” (Boise ID) Wednesday 17 Aug 1960 p 11 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900296014:2531
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/574862:7849 
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https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/education/2015-08-31/a-boise-educator-is-
teaching-kids-math-with-a-tablecloth 
 
 

https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/education/2015-08-31/a-boise-educator-is-teaching-kids-math-with-a-tablecloth
https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/education/2015-08-31/a-boise-educator-is-teaching-kids-math-with-a-tablecloth
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https://www.tabletimelookandlearn.com/pages/about-us 
 
 

 
Obituary of Micky Simmons’s husband Shamseddin (Shamsi) Afnan – Find A Grave 
176177635 
 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.tabletimelookandlearn.com/pages/about-us
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Obituary of father Archibald Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 15 Mar 1939 p 2 
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40 
 

 

 



41 
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43 
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Lengthy interview with father Archibald Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 3 May 

1925 p 12 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/111126710/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/111126710/


46 
 

 

 
An article on the 91st birthday of Clara Awilda Sevey Wilkins Wassom, referencing Archibald 

Simmons as Bud Simmons, with son Earl Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” February 29 Nov 1957 p 
5 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 22 May 1904 p 8 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 28 May 1910 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 23 Aug 1931 p 2 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Martha A. Vaughan Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 9 Oct 1912 p 8 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher (1880-1960) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 27 Nov 

1960 p 2 
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OR death record of Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher - fshttps://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/657739:61675 
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Probate of sister Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher (1880-1960) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 29 

Dec 1960 p 2 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 25 Jul 1924 p 1 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Guy Simmons (1881-1970), published in the “Eugene (OR) Register-Guard” 20 

Jun 1970 – Find A Grave 111056457 
 

 
Marriage of Guy Simmons to his 2nd wife, Daisie Belle Patterson Lyons, on 7 Aug 1943 – “Eugene 

(OR) Guard” Monday 16 Aug 1943 p 6 
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Obituary of Guy’s 1st wife Ida Matilda Bettis – Find A Grave 70689366 
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Obituary of Daisie Belle Patterson’s 1st husband, Sherman LeRoy Lyons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” 

Saturday 5 Oct 1935 p 1 
 
 
 

 



56 
 

 

WA 
marriage of brother Earl Simmons (1884-1974) to Nelly Campbell on 28 Sep 1910 in Spokane Co. 
WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7946966:2378 
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Earl Simmons - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85900:61257 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85900:61257
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Obituary of brother Howard Simmons (1887-1935) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 19 Jun 1935 

p 3 
 

 
Howard Simmons – funeral – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 20 Jun 1935 p 3 
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Howard’s visit to Coburg OR – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 12 Aug 1919 p 2 

 

 
OR death record of sister Gladys Simmons (1891-1912) – father is listed as Bud Simmons -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/260116:61675 
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Name:  Gilbert Simmons 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,872 
Entered service from:  Coburg, Lane OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Gilbert Simmons 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Archibald Simmons, Coburg OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Gilbert Simmons 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Sylvia Doffenbacker, Coberg OR (wagoner, 
18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) – this is actually his sister Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Gilbert Simmons - b. 16 May 1893 Coburg OR; res: 
Coburg, Lane OR. Single. Teamster, Weed Lumber Co., Weed CA. Tall in height, medium 
build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Coburg OR 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Gilbert Simmons - b. 16 May 1893 Coburg OR; res: 
Rt. 2, Eugene OR. NOK Emily Stoneberg Simmons, same address. Self-employed. Height: 
5’10” – 210 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  not included 
Discharged:  not included 
Born: 16 May 1893 
Address:  Motor Route B, Eugene OR 
Rank/unit:   wagoner engr, 18th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 May 1893 Coburg, Lane OR  
Died: 8 Jan 1978 Eugene, Lane OR   
Find A Grave record: 41676972 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Eugene, Lane OR 
Cemetery:  Coburg IOOF 
Tombstone: veteran flat: US Army WWI    
 
Father:  Archibald (“Bud”) Simmons, 18 Jul 1846 Vincennes, Knox IN – 15 Mar 1939 Coburg, 
Lane OR. Son of William Simmons (1803-1888, F: 51614432) & Catharine Rader (1817-
1849, F: 218721385). Came with his parents to OR in 1847 as part of the Blue Bucket Mine 
expedition. His father moved to the Mohawk Valley, becoming the 1st Caucasian settler 
there.  
Name listed as Bud Simmons on his daughter Grace’s 1912 OR death certificate. 
Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
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Find A Grave:  41649483 
 
Mother: Martha A. Vaughan Simmons, 9 Jul 1860 Lane Co. OR – 9 Oct 1912 Coburg, Lane 
OR. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
Find A Grave:  41649523 
Parents’ marriage:  24 Sep 1879 OR 
 
Spouse:  Emily Clara Louise Stoneberg Simmons, 20 Jun 1899 Bishop Hill, Henry IL – 10 Feb 
1992 Everett, Snohomish WA. Daughter of Andrew A. Stoneberg & Anna Eugenia Nystrom. Buried in 
Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  41677080 
Marriage:  20 Aug 1923 Coburg, Lane OR 
 
Children: 

• Gladeus Eugenia (“Sim”) Simmons Pupke, 10 Dec 1924 Bishop Hill, Henry IL – 18 Sep 2016 
OR. Attended LA State U, graduated from U of OR. Wife of Ronald Irving Pupke, whom she 
married 5 Jun 1948 in Multnomah Co. OR. Their marriage license said they were both 
schoolteachers.  

• Millicent Louise (“Micky”) Simmons Afnan. Attended U of OR. Married “Shamsi Afnan” of 
Shiraz, Iraq, on 27 Aug 1960 in Boise, Ada ID. Shamseddin Afnan was born 1932 in Shiraz, 
Fars, Iran & died 9 Oct 2016 Boise, Ada ID. He was the son of Nasrullah & Farah Afnan. 
Shamsi was naturalized 7 Dec 1964 & is buried in Morris Hill Cemetery, Boise, Ada ID. F: 
176177635. 

 
Siblings: Gilbert was the last of 7 children. 

• Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher, 29 Jun 1880 Harrisburg [or Cobur], Linn OR – 23 Nov 1960 
Coburg, Lane OR (at her home). Wife of George C. Deffenbacher (1878-1950, F: 41649395). 
Resident of Lompoc CA in May 1946. From OR death record: cause of death “Cause 
unknown – Died during the night in bed – Possible vascular disease” with contributing 
cause of obesity. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. F: 41649421 

• Guy Simmons, 4 Sep 1881 Coburg, Lane OR – 18 Jun 1970 Dexter, Lane OR. – Married Ida 
Matilda Bettis (1878-1947, F: 70689366) ca. 1906 in OR. They had a daughter, Dorothy 
Simmons (later Randall), 1908-1983. Divorced between 1920 & 1930.– Married 7 Aug 1943 
in Drain, Douglas OR to widowed Daisie Belle Patterson Lyons (1899-1986, F: 111056315) 
whose 1st husband was Sherman LeRoy Lyons (1890-1935, F: 48706816). - Buried in Mount 
Vernon Pioneer Cemetery, Springfield, Lane OR. F: 111056457 

• Earl Simmons, 28 Jul 1884 Coburg, Lane OR – 11 Jul 1974 Lane Co. OR. SSN 541-22-
6970Resident of Eugene OR in May 1946 & Jun 1970. – Married 28 Sep 1910 in Spokane Co. 
WA to Nelly Campbell, daughter of Lew Campbell & Grace Love. – Married 14 Nov 1926 in 
Lane Co. OR to Margaret Green. Buried in Lane Memorial Gardens, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 
106264704 

• Howard Simmons, 28 Jun 1887 OR – 18 Jun 1935 Eugene, Lane OR. Husband of Lena 
Mehrtens (1888-1985, F: 71539311), whom he married 14 Nov 1919 in Stockton, San 
Joaquin CA. Buried in Rest-Haven Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 71539346 
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• Conrad Simmons, 16 Feb 1889 Coburg, Lane OR – 27 May 1946 Eugene, Lane Co. Husband 
of Clara Evelyn Beaudry. Fellow passenger of Gilbert on the Tuscania; see Conrad’s 
separate biography. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. F: 196427500 

• Gladys Simmons, 21 Mar 1891 OR – 8 Nov 1912 Lane Co. OR. Died at age 21 years, 7 
months, 21 days of “organic heart disease.” Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, 
Lane OR. F: 41649465 

• Gilbert Simmons, 16 May 1893 Coburg, Lane OR – 8 Jan 1978 Eugene, Lane OR. Husband of 
Emily Clara Louise Stoneberg (). Fellow passenger with his brother Conrad on the Tuscania. 
See Gilbert’s separate full biography. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
F: 41676972 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Eugene (OR) Guard" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 & 8 - son of B. Simmons of Coburg OR, nephew of Mrs. 
J.W. Shumate of Eugene OR 
 
Post-war: 
 
There are hundreds of newspaper articles in the "Eugene [OR] Guard" about him & his wife 
(Emily Clara Louise Stoneberg Simmons) - mostly social news 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 544-01-7956  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Willamette, Lane OR 
[head of household] A. Simmons, 53 IN, Jul 1846, parents b. IN, married 21 years, farmer 
M.A., 39 OR, Jul 1860, father b. WV, mother b. MO, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Sylvia, 19 OR, Jun 1880, school teacher 
Guy, 18 OR, Sep 1881, at school 
Earl, 16 OR, Jan 1884, at school 
Howard, 12 OR, Jun 1887, at school 
Conrad, 11 OR, Feb 1889, at school 
Gladeus, 9 OR, Mar 1891 
Gilbert, 7 OR, May 1893 
 
1910 Willamette, Lane OR 
Archibald SIMMERS, 63 IN, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, carpenter, house 
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Martha, 49 IN, father b. VA, mother b. MO, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Earl, 26 OR, carpenter, house 
Howard, 22 OR, laborer, odd jobs 
Conrad, 21 OR, laborer, odd jobs 
Gladys, 19 OR 
Gilbert, 17 OR 
 
1920 Wendling, Lane OR 
Gilbert Simmons, 25 OR, parents b. OR, single, rigger man, lumber camp 
 
1930 Willamette, Lane OR 
Gilbert Simmons, 36 OR, parents b. OR, age 30 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI veteran 
Emily C., 30 IL, father b. IL, mother b. Sweden, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Gladys E., 5 IL 
 
1940 Coburg, Lane OR – in same house in 1935 
Gilbert Simmons, 46 OR, general farmer, farm 
Emily, 40 IL 
Gl;adeus, 15 IL 
Millicent, 4 OR 
 
1950 Lane Co. OR 
Gilbert Simmons, 56 OR, farmer, farm 
Emily, 50 IL 
Micky, 15 OR 
 
 


