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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

*Brother of Tuscania passenger Gilbert Simmons 
Simmons, Conrad 
1889 OR – 1946 OR 
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Obituary of Conrad Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 28 May 1946 p 3 
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Obituary of Conrad Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 28 May 1946 p 9 
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OR death record of Conrad Simmons - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/555771:61675?tid=1424505&pid=-
1942345332&queryId=286af9607a5b098a0d823684a7cceaa9&_phsrc=hFB56199&_phstart=succe

ssSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555771:61675?tid=1424505&pid=-1942345332&queryId=286af9607a5b098a0d823684a7cceaa9&_phsrc=hFB56199&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555771:61675?tid=1424505&pid=-1942345332&queryId=286af9607a5b098a0d823684a7cceaa9&_phsrc=hFB56199&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555771:61675?tid=1424505&pid=-1942345332&queryId=286af9607a5b098a0d823684a7cceaa9&_phsrc=hFB56199&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555771:61675?tid=1424505&pid=-1942345332&queryId=286af9607a5b098a0d823684a7cceaa9&_phsrc=hFB56199&_phstart=successSource
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WA state WWI service record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/273183:62272 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQMR-CLZM 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/273183:62272
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQMR-CLZM
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Wednesday 6 Aug 1924 p 2 

 

 
“Lebanon (OR) Express” Wednesday 13 Aug 1924 p 1 
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Siblings Conrad Simmons, Gilbert Simmons & Sylvia Simmons (Mrs. George) Deffenbacher – 

“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 31 Jan 1936 p 7 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 8 Sep 1937 p 3 
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[list continues] 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 1 Sep 1944 p 2 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 15 May 1945 p 10 

 
 
 

Children: 
 

 
 
 

WA birth record of son Theodore Conrad (“Ted”) Simmons (1916-2006) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/49199017:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=a5cb3a97e106eb9600c3b4bb78e50e4c&_phsrc=hFB56175&_phstart=successSource


9 
 

 

content/view/49199017:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=a5cb3a97e106eb9600c3b4bb78e50e4c&_phsr
c=hFB56175&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Daughter Maxine Simmons (1918 -   ) – West Seattle High School yearbook 1937 (junior class) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/462621412:1265 
 
 
 

 
Daughter Alene Kay Simmons White (1936-2005) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/17600912:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=7a463866c185f16b623ed0b76a8cc489&_phsr
c=hFB56178&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/49199017:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=a5cb3a97e106eb9600c3b4bb78e50e4c&_phsrc=hFB56175&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/49199017:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=a5cb3a97e106eb9600c3b4bb78e50e4c&_phsrc=hFB56175&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/462621412:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17600912:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=7a463866c185f16b623ed0b76a8cc489&_phsrc=hFB56178&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17600912:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=7a463866c185f16b623ed0b76a8cc489&_phsrc=hFB56178&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17600912:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=7a463866c185f16b623ed0b76a8cc489&_phsrc=hFB56178&_phstart=successSource


10 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/8159116:7545?tid=&pid=&queryId=6ea5fae6d8a265fa446e96f6fbc8b56c&_phsrc=h

FB56180&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ok/county/ellis/obits/whiteaks.htm 

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ok/county/ellis/obits/whiteaks.htm
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Father: 
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Obituary of father Archibald Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 15 Mar 1939 p 2 
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Lengthy interview with father Archibald Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 3 May 

1925 p 12 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/111126710/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/111126710/
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An article on the 91st birthday of Clara Awilda Sevey Wilkins Wassom, referencing Archibald 

Simmons as Bud Simmons, with son Earl Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” February 29 Nov 1957 p 
5 
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 22 May 1904 p 8 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 28 May 1910 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 23 Aug 1931 p 2 

 
Mother: 

 



30 
 

 

 
Obituary of mother Martha A. Vaughan Simmons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 9 Oct 1912 p 8 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher (1880-1960) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Sunday 27 Nov 

1960 p 2 
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OR death record of Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher - fshttps://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/657739:61675 
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Probate of sister Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher (1880-1960) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 29 

Dec 1960 p 2 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 25 Jul 1924 p 1 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Guy Simmons (1881-1970), published in the “Eugene (OR) Register-Guard” 20 

Jun 1970 – Find A Grave 111056457 
 

 
Marriage of Guy Simmons to his 2nd wife, Daisie Belle Patterson Lyons, on 7 Aug 1943 – “Eugene 

(OR) Guard” Monday 16 Aug 1943 p 6 
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Obituary of Guy’s 1st wife Ida Matilda Bettis – Find A Grave 70689366 
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Obituary of Daisie Belle Patterson’s 1st husband, Sherman LeRoy Lyons – “Eugene (OR) Guard” 

Saturday 5 Oct 1935 p 1 
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WA 
marriage of brother Earl Simmons (1884-1974) to Nelly Campbell on 28 Sep 1910 in Spokane Co. 
WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7946966:2378 
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Earl Simmons - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85900:61257 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85900:61257
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Obituary of brother Howard Simmons (1887-1935) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 19 Jun 1935 

p 3 
 

 
Howard Simmons – funeral – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 20 Jun 1935 p 3 



40 
 

 

 

 

 
Howard’s visit to Coburg OR – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 12 Aug 1919 p 2 

 

 
OR death record of sister Gladys Simmons (1891-1912) – father is listed as Bud Simmons -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/260116:61675 
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Conrad’s home in Seattle, King WA 
 

 
3936 SW Ida St., Seattle WA – 2022 value $858,000 - https://www.redfin.com/WA/Seattle/3936-

SW-Ida-St-98136/home/469657 
 
 
  
Name:  Conrad Simmons 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,863 
Entered service from:  Renton, King WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Conrad Simmons 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Clara E. Simmons, Renton WA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Conrad Simmons 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Clara E. Simmons, Renton WA (PFC, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Conrad Simmons - b. 16 Feb 1889 Coburg OR; res: 
2125 – 7th Ave., Seattle WA. Married. Dependents? – “yes, wife and 1 child.” Claimed exemption 
from draft: “yes, dependant [sic] wife & child” – Laborer, not employed at present. Private in OR 
National Guard for 3 years. Tall & stout.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Conrad Simmons - b. 16 Feb 1889 Coburg OR; res: 
Coburg, Lane OR. NOK Mrs. Sylvia Deffenbacker [sic], Coburg OR. Self-employed, Coburg OR. 
Height: 5’11” – 260 lbs.  
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 15 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  3936 Ida St., Seattle WA 
Rank/unit:   private 1st class, 18th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Feb 1889 Coburg, Lane OR  
Died: 27 May 1946 Eugene, Lane Co. OR (Rhoads Clinic & Hospital)  
Find A Grave record: 196427500 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Eugene, Lane OR 
Cemetery: Coburg IOOF      
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Archibald (“Bud”) Simmons, 18 Jul 1846 Vincennes, Knox IN – 15 Mar 1939 Coburg, 
Lane OR. Son of William Simmons (1803-1888, F: 51614432) & Catharine Rader (1817-
1849, F: 218721385). Came with his parents to OR in 1847 as part of the Blue Bucket Mine 
expedition. His father moved to the Mohawk Valley, becoming the 1st Caucasian settler 
there.  
Name listed as Bud Simmons on his daughter Grace’s 1912 OR death certificate. 
Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
Find A Grave:  41649483 
 
Mother: Martha A. Vaughan Simmons, 9 Jul 1860 Lane Co. OR – 9 Oct 1912 Coburg, Lane 
OR. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. 
Find A Grave:  41649523 
Parents’ marriage:  24 Sep 1879 OR 
 
Spouse: Clara Evelyn Beaudry Simmons, May 1893 Seattle, King WA -      . Daughter of Alexis 
Marcel Euclide Beaudry & Marie Evelyn Mero (1869 NY – 1931 WA, F: 96183209). In the 1900 
census, Clara lived with her parents in Ship Harbor, Skagit WA. In the 1910 census, she lived with 
her parents in Anacortes, Skagit WA. Clara was alive when the 1940 census was conducted 11 Apr 
1940 & is listed in Conrad’s obituaries as predeceasing him. Conrad died 27 May 1946. No records 
of her death were located. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  62247161 
Marriage: ca. 1915 
 
Children: 

• Theodore Conrad (Ted) Simmons, 1 Sep 1916 Seattle, King WA – 19 Jan 2006 Lake Forest, 
Lake IL. When he registered on 16 Oct 1940 for the WWII draft, he was a student at the U of 
WA. Married 1 Jun 1942 in Seattle, King WA to Dorothy Pauline (“Dee”) Maltese (1920-1975, 
F: 7214547). In the 1950 census, Ted (a newspaper reporter) & Dorothy lived in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA. Buried as Ted C. Simmons in Green Hills Memorial Park, Rancho Palos 
Verdes, Los Angeles Co. CA. F: 72145270 
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• Maxine Clara Simmons, 5 or 6 (records differ) Mar 1918 King Co. WA - ?. Baptized 26 Dec 
1930 in Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Seattle, King WA. She was deceased by the time of 
her sister Alene’s death in Jun 2005. 

• Alene Kay Simmons White, 2 Oct 1936 Seattle, King WA – 20 Jun 2005 Arnett, Ellis OK. SSN 
567-42-8310. She is not listed with the family in the 1940 census; cannot locate the 1950 
census. Married Clinton Shaw White (1932 KY – 2018 LA, F: 187115045) on 7 Jun 1958 in 
Gardena, Los Angeles Co. CA. Clinton served in the US Navy 1953-1972. Alene & Clinton 
adopted 2 children. Buried in Debolt Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. F: 83945604  

 
Siblings: Conrad was the 5th of 7 children. 

• Sylvia Simmons Deffenbacher, 29 Jun 1880 Harrisburg [or Cobur], Linn OR – 23 Nov 1960 
Coburg, Lane OR (at her home). Wife of George C. Deffenbacher (1878-1950, F: 41649395). 
Resident of Lompoc CA in May 1946. From OR death record: cause of death “Cause 
unknown – Died during the night in bed – Possible vascular disease” with contributing 
cause of obesity. Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. F: 41649421 

• Guy Simmons, 4 Sep 1881 Coburg, Lane OR – 18 Jun 1970 Dexter, Lane OR. – Married Ida 
Matilda Bettis (1878-1947, F: 70689366) ca. 1906 in OR. They had a daughter, Dorothy 
Simmons (later Randall), 1908-1983. Divorced between 1920 & 1930.– Married 7 Aug 1943 
in Drain, Douglas OR to widowed Daisie Belle Patterson Lyons (1899-1986, F: 111056315) 
whose 1st husband was Sherman LeRoy Lyons (1890-1935, F: 48706816). - Buried in Mount 
Vernon Pioneer Cemetery, Springfield, Lane OR. F: 111056457 

• Earl Simmons, 28 Jul 1884 Coburg, Lane OR – 11 Jul 1974 Lane Co. OR. SSN 541-22-
6970Resident of Eugene OR in May 1946 & Jun 1970. – Married 28 Sep 1910 in Spokane Co. 
WA to Nelly Campbell, daughter of Lew Campbell & Grace Love. – Married 14 Nov 1926 in 
Lane Co. OR to Margaret Green. Buried in Lane Memorial Gardens, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 
106264704 

• Howard Simmons, 28 Jun 1887 OR – 18 Jun 1935 Eugene, Lane OR. Husband of Lena 
Mehrtens (1888-1985, F: 71539311), whom he married 14 Nov 1919 in Stockton, San 
Joaquin CA. Buried in Rest-Haven Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 71539346 

• Gladys Simmons, 21 Mar 1891 OR – 8 Nov 1912 Lane Co. OR. Died at age 21 years, 7 
months, 21 days of “organic heart disease.” Buried in Coburg IOOF Cemetery, Coburg, 
Lane OR. F: 41649465 

• Gilbert Simmons, 16 May 1893 Coburg, Lane OR – 8 Jan 1978 Eugene, Lane OR. Husband of 
Emily Clara Louise Stoneberg (1899-1992, F: 41677080). Fellow passenger with his brother 
Conrad on the Tuscania. See Gilbert’s separate full biography. Buried in Coburg IOOF 
Cemetery, Coburg, Lane OR. F: 41676972 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
“Eugene [OR] Guard" 28 May 1946 p 3 - age 57, res: 132 - 8th Ave W, Eugene OR. Late wife Clara. 
Survived by son, 2 daughters, 3 brothers (including Gilbert of Eugene OR), sister. Born Coburg OR. 
 
Social Security number: 543-28-9683 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Willamette, Lane OR 
[head of household] A. Simmons, 53 IN, Jul 1846, parents b. IN, married 21 years, farmer 
M.A., 39 OR, Jul 1860, father b. WV, mother b. MO, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Sylvia, 19 OR, Jun 1880, school teacher 
Guy, 18 OR, Sep 1881, at school 
Earl, 16 OR, Jan 1884, at school 
Howard, 12 OR, Jun 1887, at school 
Conrad, 11 OR, Feb 1889, at school 
Gladeus, 9 OR, Mar 1891 
Gilbert, 7 OR, May 1893 
 
1910 Willamette, Lane OR 
Archibald SIMMERS, 63 IN, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, carpenter, house 
Martha, 49 IN, father b. VA, mother b. MO, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Earl, 26 OR, carpenter, house 
Howard, 22 OR, laborer, odd jobs 
Conrad, 21 OR, laborer, odd jobs 
Gladys, 19 OR 
Gilbert, 17 OR 
 
1920 Seattle, King WA – 3936 W. Ida St. 
Conard [sic] Simmons, 29 OR, father b. US, mother b. OR, laborer, saw mill 
Clara, 25 WA, father b. Canada (English), mother b. NY 
Teddy, 3 WA 
Maxine, 1 year 8 months WA 
& brother Earl Simmons, 35 OR, father b. US, mother b. OR, divorced, ship carpenter, on boat 
 
1930 Seattle, King WA – 3936 W. Ida St. 
Conrad Simmons, 41 OR, parents b. US, age 26 at 1st marriage, police, city, WWI veteran 
Clara, 36 WA, father b. Canada (English), mother b. NY, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Theodore, 13 WA 
Maxine, 12 WA 
 
1940 Seattle, King WA – 3936 W. Ida St.- note daughter Alene Kay (born 1936) is not listed 
Conrad Simmons, 51 OR, patrolman, police department 
Clara, 45 WA 
Maxine, 22 WA 
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