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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
  
 

Shortell, John Michael 
1884 MO – 1970 CA 

 

 
 

MO birth record for a male child of Michael Shortell & Margaret Murphy- 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1170/images/vrmmo1833_c4972-

0316?pId=1939143 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1170/images/vrmmo1833_c4972-0316?pId=1939143
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1170/images/vrmmo1833_c4972-0316?pId=1939143
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“Maryville (MO) Daily Forum” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/90347402/?clipping_id=87325587&fcfToken=eyJhbGciOiJIU
zI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJmcmVlLXZpZXctaWQiOjkwMzQ3NDAyLCJpYXQiOjE2Njg2Mjg2MzMsI
mV4cCI6MTY2ODcxNTAzM30.FwxxRIsyriW-NsYDQ7jIKOsgJTLasphqCVs5MAvbr2s 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/90347402/?clipping_id=87325587&fcfToken=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJmcmVlLXZpZXctaWQiOjkwMzQ3NDAyLCJpYXQiOjE2Njg2Mjg2MzMsImV4cCI6MTY2ODcxNTAzM30.FwxxRIsyriW-NsYDQ7jIKOsgJTLasphqCVs5MAvbr2s
https://www.newspapers.com/image/90347402/?clipping_id=87325587&fcfToken=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJmcmVlLXZpZXctaWQiOjkwMzQ3NDAyLCJpYXQiOjE2Njg2Mjg2MzMsImV4cCI6MTY2ODcxNTAzM30.FwxxRIsyriW-NsYDQ7jIKOsgJTLasphqCVs5MAvbr2s
https://www.newspapers.com/image/90347402/?clipping_id=87325587&fcfToken=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJmcmVlLXZpZXctaWQiOjkwMzQ3NDAyLCJpYXQiOjE2Njg2Mjg2MzMsImV4cCI6MTY2ODcxNTAzM30.FwxxRIsyriW-NsYDQ7jIKOsgJTLasphqCVs5MAvbr2s
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Obituary – “Napa (CA) Valley Register” Wednesday 6 May 1970 p 15 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2781822:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7JS-XHN2 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2781822:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7JS-XHN2
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Entered service from Minnesota – Michael misspelled – Maryville misspelled - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KLD7-4HV 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KLD7-4HV
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[article continues] 
‘Maryville (MO) Republican” Thursday 3 Apr 1890 p 4 

 

 
“Maryville (MO) Tribune” Thursday 29 Aug 1901 p 8 
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“St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Newspapers across the US complained about the list of survivors – pointing to the case of John M. 

Shortell of De Soto MO - “Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Tri-City Independent” (Festus MO) Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“McCook (NE) Daily Gazette” Monday 11 Apr 1927 p 4 

 

 
“McCook (NE) Tribune” Monday 11 Apr 1927 p 1 

 



11 
 

 

 
“McCook (NE) Tribune” Wednesday 13 Apr 1927 p 1 

 

 
“McCook (NE) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 13 Apr 1927 p 1 

 

 
“McCook (NE) Tribune” Wednesday 7 Sep 1927 p 1 
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“McCook (NE) Daily Gazette” Monday 16 Jan 1928 p 2 
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“McCook (NE) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 6 Mar 1929 p 8 

 

 
“Wauneta (NE) Breeze” Wednesday 1 Feb 1933 p 4 
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“Lincoln (NE) Veterans’ Weekly” Friday 7 Jul 1933 p 1 

 

 
“Lincoln (NE) Veterans’ Weekly” Friday 28 Jul 1933 p 4 

 
 

     
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Michael Shortell – “Maryville (MO) Republican” Thursday 14 Dec 1893 p 4 

 
Siblings: 
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MO death record of sister Mamie (Mary) Shortell (1879 or 1883 – 1937) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1937_00005057-
02040?pId=709836 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1937_00005057-02040?pId=709836
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1937_00005057-02040?pId=709836
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60872&h=1165540&tid=17330800&pid=242319932414&queryId=c6001
a61425761403a2cb2d5adeef0e4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55747&_phstart=successSource 

 
Half-siblings: 

 

 
Obituary of half-sister Mary Elizabeth Shortell Dietz (1893-1927) – “Kansas City (MO) Times” 

Wednesday 31 Aug 1927 p 14 – note her half-siblings Mary, John & Lilly from her father Michael 
Shortell’s 1st marriage are not mentioned 

 
Stepsiblings: 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60872&h=1165540&tid=17330800&pid=242319932414&queryId=c6001a61425761403a2cb2d5adeef0e4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55747&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60872&h=1165540&tid=17330800&pid=242319932414&queryId=c6001a61425761403a2cb2d5adeef0e4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55747&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60872&h=1165540&tid=17330800&pid=242319932414&queryId=c6001a61425761403a2cb2d5adeef0e4&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55747&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of stepbrother Thomas Henry McBrien (1877-1933) – published in the “Richmond (MO) 

Missourian” 18 May 1933, found on Find A Grave 20604688 
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Obituary of stepsister Stella S. McBrien Proffitt (1883-1967) – “Kansas City (MO) Times” Saturday 8 

Jul 1967 p 19 
 

 
        
 
Name:  John Michael Shortell 
Name variations:  Michal on Veterans Administration Master Index card  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,409 
Entered service from:  Desoto, Jefferson MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John M. Shortell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: cousin Lawrence A. Hunt, De Sota MO 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John M. Shortell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Lawrence A. Hunt, De Sota MO (PFC, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John M. Shortell - b. 23 Apr 1884 Maryville, Nodaway 
MO; res: Mariposa, Mariposa CA. NOK Bob Robinson, Mariposa CA. Mailing address: Paicines Post 
Office c/o Panoche Store. Employed at Panoche Quicksilver Mines Co., 220 Montgomery St., San 
Francisco CA, at Panoche, San Benito CA. Height: 5’8” – 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
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Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jun 1919 
Address:  324 W. 1st St., McCook NE 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Apr 1884 Maryville, Nodaway MO  
Died: 5 May 1970 Yountville, Napa Co. CA (in CA Veterans Hospital)     
Find A Grave record: 245717777 (created 17 Nov 2022) 
Burial location:  Napa Valley Memorial Park & Mortuary (listed in obituary in “Napa Valley 
Register” 6 May 1970 p 15 & veteran headstone application as Napa Valley Memorial Gardens)  
Cemetery:  Napa, Napa CA 
Tombstone:  on veteran application: flat tombstone, private 1st class, 672 Casuality [sic] 
Det, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Father:  Michael Shortell, 1844 County Carlow, Ireland – Dec 1893 Richmond, Ray MO. Son 
of Edward (Evan) Shortell & Bridget Murphy. His daughter Mary Elizabeth had been born 16 
November 1893. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Margaret Murphy Shortell, ca. 1852 Ireland – ca. 1889 Richmond, Ray MO. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  3 Jul 1877 Henry Co. IL 
 
Stepmother: Elizabeth M. (Betty/Lizzie) Ogle McBrien Shortell, 27 Feb 1852 Andrew Co. MO 
– 10 Mar 1943 Richmond, Ray MO.  
First married to James William McBrien, then to Michael Shortell. Buried in Sunny Slope 
Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 21286158 
Stepmother’s marriage: ca. 1890 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mary Shortell, Jul 1879 Maryville, Nodaway MO – 5 Feb 1937 St. Joseph, Buchanan MO (at 
2809 Sacramento St.). Single at time of death. In the 1900 census for St. Joseph, Buchanan 
MO, Mary Shortel [sic], age 18, b. MO, lived with her aunt & uncle David & Honora Casky. 
According to her MO death record, she was buried in Maryville, Nodaway MO. 
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• Daniel Edward Shortell, 6 Jun 1881 Maryville, Nodaway MO – 30 Sep 1951 Detroit, Wayne 
MI. SSN 467-18-5323. Married 29 Jul 1912 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN to Alma Jeanette 
Favel (1877-1977).  

• Lilly Shortell, Mar 1888 Richmond, Ray MO -  
 
Half-siblings: by his father Michael’s 2nd marriage, to Elizabeth Ogle McBrien 

• Charles Martin DeMoss Shortell, 8 Apr 1891 Ray Co. MO – 16 Aug 1974 Richmond, Ray MO. 
Married 19 Oct 1913 in Richmond Co. MO to Sarah Josephine (“Jo”) McDonald (1890-1980, 
F: 90460776). Buried in Richmond Memory Gardens, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 21286142 

• Mary Elizabeth (Lizzie) Shortell Dietz, 16 Nov 1893 Richmond, Ray MO – 30 Aug 1927 Kansas 
City, Jackson MO. Married 31 Mar 1918 to Herman Henry Dietz (1891-1988). They had 1 
daughter, Mildred Dietz. Buried in Sunny Slope Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 17257890 

 
Stepsiblings: by Elizabeth Ogle, his father’s 2nd wife, by her 1st husband James William 
McBrien 

• Joseph Harkless (“Hark”) McBrien, 8 Oct 1873 Andrew Co. MO – 20 Jul 1940 Richmond, Ray 
MO. Married in 1894 to Ida L. Sego (1876-1973, F: 20604652). Buried in Sunny Slope 
Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 20604648 

• Thomas Henry McBrien, 13 Nov 1877 Andrew Co. MO – 17 May 1933 Richmond, Ray MO. 
His 1st wife was Kate Hughes, the sister of his 2nd wife Maggie Hughes. Thomas & Kate 
divorced. They had 1 daughter. Second wife Maggie Hughes born 1882, died 1961 (F: 
20604677). Both his wives were daughters of Joseph Hughes, born Ireland. Buried in Sunny 
Slope Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 20604688 

• James William McBrien, 2 Mar 1879 Andrew Co. MO – 6 Nov 1953 Richmond, Ray MO. Coal 
miner for 44 years. First married to Fannie May Olinger (1880-1933, F: 20604644); they 
married 6 Aug 1899. – Married Mrs. Sarah Eva Lee Neal Davidson Davidson (F: 20567967) on 
24 Aug 1940. She was born 18 Jan 1892 MO & died 19 Mar 1967 MO, the daughter of Rev. 
William Alexander Neal & Eliza Jane Harrison. – Circa 1907, Eva Neal married Winston 
Alexander (“Alex”) Davidson (1885-1918, F: 17942353), the son of Stephen M. Davidson & 
Martha Ann Ashford. They had 6 children. Winston died 3 days after being shot in the 
stomach at the Santa Fe depot by Will Fountain. - Then she married Winston’s brother, 
Henry Charles Davidson (1887-1949, F: 17089656). They had 2 children. James William 
McBrien was her 3rd husband; they had no children. Eva is buried in Richmond Memory 
Gardens, Richmond, Ray MO, F: 20567967. James is buried in Sunny Slope Cemetery, 
Richmond, Ray MO. F: 20604672   

• Stella S. McBrien Proffitt, Jan 1883 Andrew Co. MO – 7 Jul 1967 Joplin (either Jasper Co. or 
Newton Co.) MO. Wife of John Proffitt (1871-1955, F: 60695154). Buried in Highland Park 
Cemetery, Kansas City, Wyandotte KS. F: 92672045 

• Margaret Mae (Maggie) McBrien Stanley, 14 Jan 1885 Quitman, Nodaway MO – 13 Jan 1967 
Richmond, Ray MO. Wife of Perry Stanley (1883-1973, F: 20586491). Buried in Woodland 
Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 20586490 

• Nellie McBrien Hankins, 12 Mar 1888 Andrew Co. MO – 15 Jul 1973 Lee’s Summit, Jackson 
MO. Wife of Samuel Lee Hankins (1885-1948, F: 17411209). Buried in Sunny Slope 
Cemetery, Richmond, Ray MO. F: 17411188 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“St. Louis (MO) Star & Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 8 – on board Tuscania: John M. Shortell, 
private, 20th Engineers, De Soto MO 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Napa Valley Register" (Napa CA), 6 May 1970 p 15 - funeral 8 May 1970 at Memorial Chapel of CA 
Veterans Home, Yountville, where John died 5 May 1970. Born Marysville [sic] MO, age 86. Survived 
by friend Mrs. Ted Mctvidt [sic], Mariposa CA. Burial in Veterans Garden of Honor in Napa Valley 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery.  
 
Social Security number: 550-22-2722 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Maryville, Nodaway MO – conducted 14 Jun 1880 – father, mother, sister Mary 
Michael Shortell, 34 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, carpenter 
Margaret, 28 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, keeping house 
Mary, 11 months MO 
 
1900 Port Arthur, Jefferson TX 
John Shortell, 16 MO, parents b. Ireland, railroad laborer, boarder with: 
George E. & Jane Haynes 
 
1905 MN state census – Stanley, Lyon MN 
John Shortell, RFD 2, 21 MO, no parents’ birthplaces listed, farm laborer 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Cottonwood, Lyon MN – line 71 
John M. Shoottell (Shortell), 35 MO, single, parents b. MO, farm laborer, boarder with: 
J.M. & Berent Johna Anderson & their 4 servants 
 
1930 McCook, Red Willow NE – W. 1st - on line 40 
John M. Shortell, 46 MO, single, parents b. Irish Free State, carpenter, contractor, WWI 
veteran, lodger with: 
Fred & Bertina Chappell, their adopted daughter Lucy & another male lodger 
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1940 Mariposa township, Mariposa Co. CA – line 77 in McCook, Red Willow NE in 1935 
John M. Shortell, 55 MO, single, carpenter, building 
 
1950 Mariposa Co. CA  
John M. SHORDELL, 65 MO, never married [occupation left blank] 
 
 


