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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Shields, Ernest Neil 
1897 MI – 1964 MI 
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Name misspelled - “Grand Rapids (MI) Press” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1111519297/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1111519297/
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2816516:2375 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSN3-P4MM 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2816516:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSN3-P4MM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:78JL-FVPZ 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:78JL-FVPZ
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[list continues] 

“Port Huron (MI) Times-Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Traverse City (MI) Record-Eagle” Monday 22 Apr 1957 p 3 
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“Traverse City (MI) Record-Eagle” Monday 27 Apr 1972 p 4 

 
 

Wife: 
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One of the women is Ethel Hendricks Shields (no identification, except in the 1970s in 

Max’s house in Cadillac MI) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/179396559/person/232360844002/media/cc32c575-9bc4-4e1e-af5c-

1ee0dbcb9646 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/179396559/person/232360844002/media/cc32c575-9bc4-4e1e-af5c-1ee0dbcb9646
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/179396559/person/232360844002/media/cc32c575-9bc4-4e1e-af5c-1ee0dbcb9646
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/179396559/person/232360844002/media/cc32c575-9bc4-4e1e-af5c-1ee0dbcb9646
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342327-

00231?pId=1201010268 
 

 
divorce 7 Nov 1930 El Paso Co. CO - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1311085:60927?ssrc=pt&tid=179396559&pid=232360844002 

 
 

Children: 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342327-00231?pId=1201010268
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342327-00231?pId=1201010268
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Daughter Irene M. Shields Dumont (1921-1941) – unidentified school yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/179396559/person/232360843998/media/3647ecba-c6b7-4891-bb81-
b87540d9e74e 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Monday 20 Oct 1941 p 3 
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Obituary of son Douglas Frank Shields (1924-   ) - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sentinel-standard/name/douglas-shields-
obituary?id=16816273 

 
Siblings: 
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Sisters Alice Adelia Shields Cronkright (1892-1977) & Lily Shields Cronright – “Traverse City 

(MI) Record-Eagle” Thursday 26 Oct 1961 p 4 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
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bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=4110103&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=6054
1 

 
MI death record of brother Mortimer Shields (1894-1899) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355254-
02144?pId=752992607 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355254-02144?pId=752992607
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355254-02144?pId=752992607
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Obituary of sister Leta Louise Shields Graham (1903-1994) – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” 

Thursday 20 Jan 1994 p 10 
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Obituary of sister Alice Adelia Shields Fletcher (1906-1988) – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. 

Petersburg FL) Monday 22 Aug 1988 p 132 
 
 

Name:  Ernest Neil Shields 
Name variations: one Find A Grave record for his parents claims the family name was 
Shiels in Canada; the other claims the Shiels name on his parents’ marriage license is just 
sloppy handwriting   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,053 
Entered service from:  Lowell, Kent MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ernest N. Shields 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Alice Shields, Lowell MI 
Returned from war on: "Scotian" Sep 1918, "to Ellis Island for treatment" 
Sailed on return ship as: Ernest Shields 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: no NOK are indicated on this list (pvt, 158 Aero 
Squadron) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ernest Neil Shields – b. 27 Feb 1897 Rapid City MI; 
res: RFD 2, Ionia, Ionia MI. NOK wife Ethel Shields, same address. “scar on left trunk / scar 
on right leg” – Height: 5’8 ½” – 154 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  1 Jan 1919 
Address:  Ionia MI 
Rank/unit:   private, Co. A, 158th Aero Squadron  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  27 Feb 1897 Rapid City, Kalkaska MI  
Died: 17 Jun 1964 Saginaw, Saginaw MI (veterans' hospital)   
Find A Grave record:  86468685 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Berlin Center, Ionia MI  
Cemetery:  Balcom 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Ohio Pvt Co A 158 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father:  Neil E. Shields, 28 Mar 1869 Port Elgin, Sturgeon, Saugeen, Bruce, Ontario, Canada 
– 1934 Rapid City, Kalkaska MI. Buried in Clearwater Township Cemetery, Rapid City, 
Kalkaska MI. 
Find A Grave:  162756558  
 
Mother:  Ada Alice Russell Shields, ca. 1870 Port Elgin, Sturgeon, Saugeen, Bruce, Ontario, 
Canada – 1956 Rapid City, Kalkaska MI. Daughter of George Russell & Maria Steinhoff. 
Buried in Clearwater Township Cemetery, Rapid City, Kalkaska MI. 
Find A Grave:  162756591  
Parents’ marriage:  6 Aug 1890 Port Elgin, Sturgeon, Saugeen, Bruce, Ontario, Canada [also 
found as 30 Jul 1880] 
 
Spouse:  Ethel M. Hendricks Shields, 5 May 1896 Grand Rapids, Kent MI – 16 Feb 1978. 
Buried in Balcom Cemetery, Berlin Center, Ionia MI. Daughter of Frank Hendricks & Mable 
Ellis. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  136217119 
Marriage:  6 Feb 1919 MI in Ionia, Ionia MI. They obtained a license & married the same day. 
Ernest N. Shields, age 21, b. Rapid City MI, resident of Ionia MI, woodworker, son of Neil 
Shields & Alice Russell, not previously married – and -  They are not the Ernest E. & Ethel E. 
Shields who divorced on 7 Nov 1930 in El Paso Co. CO. 
 
Children: 

• Irene M. Shields Dumont, 1921 Lyons, Ionia MI – 19 Oct 1941 Port Dover, Ontario, Canada.   
Married 1 Oct 1940 in Agnew, Ottawa MI to Richard Keith (“Dick”) Dumont (1914-1976). 
Despondent over the death of her 5-week-old son Richard Keith Dumont Jr., she committed 
suicide with a gun. Richard Jr. was born in Jennings MI, no birthdate on MI death record & 
died on 10 Sep 1941 in East Grand Rapids, Kent MI at age 1 month 4 days of congenital 
heart disease. Death record of Richard Jr.: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355437-

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355437-03072?pId=752401634
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03072?pId=752401634. Richard Jr. is buried in Balcom Cemetery but is not on Find A Grave 
as of 14 Nov 2022. Irene is buried in Balcom Cemetery, Berlin Center, Ionia MI. F: 
135883261 

• Douglas Frank Shields, 12 May 1924 Jennings, Missaukee MI – 28 Feb 2016 Greenville, 
Montcalm MI. Twin of Donald Neil Shields. – In 1942 was employed by Webber Electric Co. 
& lived at RFD 2, Ionia MI, listing his father Ernest at the same address as his NOK. - Enlisted 
in the US Army on 30 Jan 1943 from Ionia MI. Married 11 Jan 1950 in IN to Barbara June 
Chase. – Married 11 Mar 1987 in Clark Co. NV to Janice E. Reinhardt. This is listed in his 
obituary as his marriage to Janice E. Rudd on 22 Jun 1959 in Evart.  

• Donald Neil Shields, 12 May 1924 Jennings, Missaukee MI – 3 Oct 1982 Lowell, Kent MI. 
Twin of Douglas Frank Shields. Married 27 Sep 1947 in Ionia, Ionia MI to Mary Lou Welsh 
(1926-2008, F: 148661090). Buried in Balcom Cemetery, Berlin Center, Ionia MI. F; 
148661120 

• Ernest N. (“Ernie”) Shields, 11 Jun 1932 Ionia, Ionia MI – 22 Mar 2003 Grand Rapids, Kent MI. 
SSN 383-30-3688. Served as a private 1st class in the US Army in the Korean War. Buried in 
Balcom Cemetery, Berlin Center, Ionia MI. F: 148795050 

 
 
Siblings:  

• Lillian (Lily) Shields Cronkright, 19 Jan 1892 MI – 21 Jul 1977 Grand Rapids, Kent MI. Married 
27 Jul 1912 in Cadillac, Missaukee MI to Walter Cronkright (1893-1974, F: 139917845). 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Grand Rapids, Kent MI. F: 139917725 

• Charlotte Viola (“Lottie”) Shields Moore Lux Ostrander, 15 Feb 1892 Mancelona, Antrim MI 
– Oct 1970 Lake City, Missaukee MI. Married John Moore (or was he named Thomas?) on 8 
May 1909. – Married Paul Edward Lux (1879-1938, F: 37240935) on 12 Jul 1913. They had 6 
children. In the 1930 census Paul & Charlotte lived in West Branch, Missaukee MI. - Married 
6 Sep 1952 in Kalkaska, Kalkaska MI to Bert Marion Ostrander (1878-1955, F: 166984287). 
when she was age 60. Died with the surname Ostrander. Buried in Lake City Cemetery, 
Lake City, Missaukee MI. F: 197033540 

• Mortimer Shields, 16 Feb 1894 Clearwater township, Missaukee MI – 3 Mar 1899 Rapid City, 
Kalkaska MI. Died of an “abscess of liver with succeeding blood poisoning.” Find A Grave 
record spells name as Mortimore R. Shields, buried in Clearwater Township Cemetery, 
Rapid City, Kalkaska MI. F: 162756515 

• Leta Louise (“Lettie”) Shields Graham, 20 Sep 1903 Clearwater, Kalkaska MI – 18 Jan 1994 
Charlotte, Eaton MI. Married to Stuart Hamblin Graham (1901-1995, F: 64159263) when she 
was 18 years old, on 3 Sep 1920 in Iona Co. MI. Buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, Charlotte, 
Eaton MI. F: 64159206 

• Alice Adelia Shields Fletcher, 24 Sep 1906 Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI – 20 Aug 1988 
Pasco Co. FL. Married to Harold Henry Fletcher (1898 MI – 1999 FL, F: 52894981), age 34, 
born in & a resident of Muir MI, son of Charles Fletcher & Elizabeth Fogerty, a bookkeeper – 
Adelia Shields, age 26, resident of Lyons MI, b. Traverse City MI, daughter of Neil Shields & 
Alice Russell, a clerk – neither previously married, obtained marriage license 20 Dec 1932 in 
Ionia Co. MI & married 21 Dec 1932 by the pastor of the Griggs Street Evangelical Church, 
Grand Rapids, Kent MI with witnesses Walter Conkright & Lita Graham. She is buried as A. 
Adelia Fletcher in Meadowlawn Memorial Gardens, New Port Richey, Pasco FL. F: 
52894982 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355437-03072?pId=752401634
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Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  366-18-4626 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 cannot locate – may have been in Canada or in transit 
 
1910 Norwich, Missaukee MI – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
Niel [sic] Shields, 41 Canada (English), parents b. Canada (English), in 1st marriage, 
married 20 years, emigrated 1900, naturalized, sawyer, lumber yard 
Alice, 39 Canada (English), parents b. Canada (English), in 1st marriage, emigrated 1900, 
gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living, dressmaker, at home [wife] 
Viola Moore, 19 MI, in 1st marriage, married 2 years, housekeeper, private family [daughter] 
Lily, 18 MI, housekeeper, private family [daughter] 
Ernest, 13 MI [son] 
Leta, 7 MI [daughter] 
Delia, 4 MI [daughter] 
Thomas Moore, 1 year 2 months MI, parents b. MI [grandson] 
[For the Shields children, both parents b. Canada] 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Ionia, Ionia MI – conducted 14 Apr 1930 
Ernest N. Shields, 33 MI, parents b. Canada (English), age 22 at 1st marriage, electrician, 
consumer’s company, WWI veteran 
Ethel N., 33 MI, father b. US, mother b. MI, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Irene M., 9 MI 
Douglas F., 5 MI [twin] 
Donald M., 5 MI [twin] 
 
1940 Ionia, Ionia MI – same house in 1935 
Ernest Shields, 43 MI, electrician, automotive work 
Ethel, 43 MI 
Irene, 18 MI, production line, General Motors 
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Duglass, 16 MI 
Donald, 16 MI 
Ernest, 8 MI 
 
1950 Ionia, Ionia MI 
Ernest N. Shields, 53 MI, electrician, electric co. 
Ethyl M., 54 MI, sells cosmetics, cosmetic retail 
 


