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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Sherman, Philip Vincent 

1885 Canada – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

 
Philip Vincent Sherman  

 

 
“Burlington (VT) Weekly Free Press” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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https://www.honorstates.org/index.php?id=587221 
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Excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” – page 269 
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https://books.google.com/books?id=XJApAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA414&lpg=PA414&dq=%22philip+vince
nt+sherman%22&source=bl&ots=U5RBG8jQox&sig=ACfU3U07xtJ5QeuXjvLlca05Cc2NKoBFnQ&hl
=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1Ojrzqv7AhXek4kEHQ9QB1AQ6AF6BAggEAM#v=onepage&q=%22phili

p%20vincent%20sherman%22&f=false 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=XJApAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA414&lpg=PA414&dq=%22philip+vincent+sherman%22&source=bl&ots=U5RBG8jQox&sig=ACfU3U07xtJ5QeuXjvLlca05Cc2NKoBFnQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1Ojrzqv7AhXek4kEHQ9QB1AQ6AF6BAggEAM#v=onepage&q=%22philip%20vincent%20sherman%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XJApAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA414&lpg=PA414&dq=%22philip+vincent+sherman%22&source=bl&ots=U5RBG8jQox&sig=ACfU3U07xtJ5QeuXjvLlca05Cc2NKoBFnQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1Ojrzqv7AhXek4kEHQ9QB1AQ6AF6BAggEAM#v=onepage&q=%22philip%20vincent%20sherman%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XJApAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA414&lpg=PA414&dq=%22philip+vincent+sherman%22&source=bl&ots=U5RBG8jQox&sig=ACfU3U07xtJ5QeuXjvLlca05Cc2NKoBFnQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1Ojrzqv7AhXek4kEHQ9QB1AQ6AF6BAggEAM#v=onepage&q=%22philip%20vincent%20sherman%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=XJApAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA414&lpg=PA414&dq=%22philip+vincent+sherman%22&source=bl&ots=U5RBG8jQox&sig=ACfU3U07xtJ5QeuXjvLlca05Cc2NKoBFnQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjs1Ojrzqv7AhXek4kEHQ9QB1AQ6AF6BAggEAM#v=onepage&q=%22philip%20vincent%20sherman%22&f=false
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Find A Grave 184242709 
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“Barre (VT) Daily Times” 19 Feb 1918 p 5 

 
 

 
“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 24 Aug 1920 p 4 
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“Barre (VT) Daily Times” Wednesday 25 Aug 1920 p 6 

 

  
“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 31 Aug 1920 p 4 
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Norwich University 1907 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/246694737:1265 

 

 
Norwich University 1907 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/246694850:1265 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQBC-K92M 

 
 
 
 

Wife: 
 
 

 
“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 7 May 1918 p 4 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/246694737:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/246694737:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/246694850:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/246694850:1265
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“Barre (VT) Daily Times” Thursday 20 Nov 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Barre (VT) Daily Times” Thursday 2 Aug 1923 p 6 
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[article continues] 

“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 5 Aug 1930 p 1 
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At the Daughters of American Revolution meeting – “Barre (VT) Daily Times” Tuesday 16 Oct 1945 p 

6 
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Obituary of Mary Beryl Hildreth Sherman – “Barre (VT) Daily Times” Monday 31 Dec 1945 p 1 
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“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Thursday 10 Jan 1946 p 3 
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VT death record of Mary Beryl Hildreth Sherman - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_203936-
01211?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=110690 

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_203936-01211?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=110690
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_203936-01211?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=110690
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The 1906 Massachusetts marriage - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/11778650:2511 

 

 
The 8 Jul 1908 Vermont marriage - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/951713:4661 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/951713:4661
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/951713:4661
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“Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 14 Jul 1908 p 3 

 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son Philip Kingsland Sherman (1909-1966) – Find A Grave 64524585 
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Obituary of son Philip Kingsland Sherman – “Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Sunday 2 Jan 1966 p 
46 
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VA death record of Philip Kingsland Sherman - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006055_0219-
00024?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=601450720 
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Obituary of Randall Hildreth Sherman (1912-1932) – “Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Tuesday 9 

Feb 1932 p 8 
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“Burlington (VT) Free Press” Friday 5 Feb 1932 p 2 
 
 

 
 
 

Death of Randall Hildreth Sherman – “Barre (VT) Daily Times” Monday 8 Feb 1932 p 4 
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“Burlington (VT) Daily News” Thursday 4 Feb 1932 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1605/images/31394_207428-

00133?pId=761348 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1605/images/31394_207428-00133?pId=761348
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1605/images/31394_207428-00133?pId=761348
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_207428-
00131?pId=405322 

 

 
Son Allen Vincent Sherman (1915-1977) – “Northfield (VT) News & Advertiser” Thursday 5 Jul 1945 p 

1 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_207428-00131?pId=405322
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_207428-00131?pId=405322
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72108967/person/44255848085/facts 

 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Half-brother Herman Patton Sherman (1890-1917) – Find A Grave 172250162 
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Philip’s stepmother Margaret Curry Sherman & her 2 sons by his father George Hiram Sherman: 

Herman Patton Sherman (killed in WWI) & Gordon Sherman (died as an infant) – Find A Grave 
172250162 

 
 
Name:  Philip Vincent Sherman 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Officer Reserve Corps, Casual Officer Engineers Reserve Corps - captain 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Northfield, Washington Co. VT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Philip Vincent Sherman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Philip V. Sherman, Northfield VT 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 43, as Philip V. 
Sherman  
Body returned from war: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 
( 
Body listed on return ship as: Philip V. Sherman 
Rank & unit on return ship: captain, Casual Engineers R.C 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 11 Sep 1885 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 
Address:  7 Vine St., Northfield VT 
Rank/unit:    captain, 23rd Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Sep 1885 Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave: 184242700 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Northfield, Washington Co. VT 
Cemetery:  Mount Hope 
Tombstone: "He lost his life on the Tuscania torpedoed by an enemy submarine while at sea"  
 
Father:  George Hiram Sherman, Sep 1846 Canada – 22 Jan 1908. Son of Anson Gold 
Sherman & Sarah Jacox. Civil War veteran. His 1st wife was Philip’s mother, Selina 
Raymond. After her death in 1887, George married Margaret Curry (b. 1866, F: 221277495) 
in 1888. Margaret was born ca. 1866 in Hemmingford, Quebec, Canada, the daughter of 
John Curry & Esther Patton. She died 16 May 1935 in Hemmingford, Quebec, Canada. 
Margaret is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry 
United Counties, Ontario, Canada.  
George is buried in Lisbon Cemetery, Lisbon, St. Lawrence Co. NY. 
Find A Grave:  53663980 
 
Mother:  Selina Renna Raymond Sherman, 1853 Osnabruck, Stormont, Dundas & 
Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada – 4 Dec 1887 Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & 
Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada. She was originally buried in Christ Church 
Anglican Cemetery, Moulinette, Cornwall Township, a “Lost Villages” cemetery. Her 
headstone was relocated from this cemetery. Buried in Saint Valley Lawrence Cemetery, 
Long Sault, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada. 
Find A Grave:  221269749 
Parents’ marriage:  1872 
 
Spouse: Beryl Mary (Marie Beryl) Hildreth Sherman, 23 Sep 1885 Northfield, Washington 
Co. VT – 31 Dec 1945 Northfield, Washington Co. VT.SSN 009-05-1984. Daughter of 
Truman Bishop Ransom Hildreth (1848-1891) & Emma Jane Wardner (1853-1935). Active in 
women’s organizations & as state publicity agent for the American Legion Auxiliary in VT. 
Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Northfield, Washington Co. VT 
Spouse Find A Grave:  184242709 
Marriage: Apparently married twice. First time, on 27 Dec 1906 in Cambridge MA. The 
second time, on 8 Jul 1908 in Northfield, Washington Co. VT 
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Children: 
• Philip Kingsland Sherman, 13 Oct 1909 St. Louis, St. Louis City MO – 1 Jan 1966 Richmond, 

Henrico VA. MO birth record at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/311002580:1170. In the 1930 census, a midshipman at the US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis MD. Graduate of the US Naval Academy in 1933. Retired from the 
Navy in 1961. Served in WWII & the Korean War. Married in 1934 to Helen Merriman Weitzel 
(1911-2007, F: 64524597). Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Richmond City VA. F: 
64524585  

• Randall Hildreth Sherman, 13 Aug 1912 Northfield, Washington Co. VT – 3 Feb 1932 
Northfield, Washington Co. VT. Graduate of Northfield (VT) High School, 1930. Attended 
General Electric school at Schenectady NY. Killed on a sled/toboggan with other friends 
when it hit an electrical pole as they came down Pearson Hill. Randall was in front & hit his 
head on the pole, fracturing his skull & dying instantly. He was to have attended the US 
Naval Academy in the coming year. Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Northfield, 
Washington Co. VT. F: 184242714 

• Allan Vincent Sherman, 1 Jul 1915 Wichita, Sedgwick KS – 18 Jan 1977 Portsmouth VA. 
Husband of Estelle Rose Blumenthal (1921-2017, F: 179500290) on 22 Nov 1941 in 
Manhattan NY. Served in the US Navy in WWII. Buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Norfolk, 
Norfolk City VA. F: 88767116 

 
Siblings:  

• Caroline Selina Sherman, Feb 1873 – 21 Jun 1878 Osnabruck, Stormont, Dundas & 
Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada. Died at age 4 years, 4 months, 11 days. Buried 
in Saint Lawrence Valley Cemetery, Long Sault, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United 
Counties, Ontario, Canada. F: 221279275 

• Mary Maud Sherman, 12 Apr 1877 Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, 
Canada – May 1898. 

• William Hatala Raymond Sherman, 9 Jan 1881 Simcoe, Ontario, Canada -   Served in 
Married Cora Jackson on 22 Apr 1920 in Montgomery Co. NY. One record says he fought in 
the Spanish-American War, but that soldier was born in Hogansburg NY. Did he also marry 
Una Belle Draher (1885-1918)?  

• Merritt Olivet Sherman, 16 Jul 1883 Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, 
Ontario, Canada – 15 Oct 1944 Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence Co. NY. Married ca. 1906 to Lena 
Fadden (1888-1964). Buried in Ogdensburg Cemetery, Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence NY. F: 
27411367 

 
Half-siblings: by his father George Sherman’s 2nd marriage, to Margaret Curry 

• Herman Patton Sherman, 26 Mar 1890 Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United 
Counties, Ontario, Canada – 30 Apr 1917 France. Killed in action in WWI. He was married, 
as his wife was notified he was missing. He had driven a field ambulance in France. Six 
months before his death, Herman had transferred to the flying corps & was commissioned 
an officer. He was a 1st lieutenant at the time of his death. Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, Ontario, Canada. F: 172250162 

• Gordon Curry Sherman, 22 Jan 1892 Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United 
Counties, Ontario, Canada – 5 Dec 1892 Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United Counties, 
Ontario, Canada. Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery (sharing tombstone with mother Margaret 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/311002580:1170
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/311002580:1170


39 
 

 

Curry & brother Herman Sherman), Cornwall, Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry United 
Counties, Ontario, Canada. F: 172255500 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Graduate of Norwich University, Northfield VT. 
 
Wartime: 
 
First VT officer killed in WWI.  
 
"Barre (VT) Daily Times" 19 Feb 1918 p 5 - letter to NY Sunday “Times” by W.A. Ellis of NY – 
correction of error: Sherman was not a Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduate, but of 
Norwich U, Northfield VT. Born Cornwall, Ontario, Canada 11 Sep 1883. Went to live with his aunt 
in Burlington VT at age 6. Attended Burlington VT public schools & in 1903 entered Norwich 
University, receiving a B.S. degree in chemical engineering in 1907. Shortly after, he became an 
employee of the maintenance department of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. He was roadmaster of 
one of its large divisions when he entered the Army. Married 8 Jul 1908 to Beryl Hildreth of 
Northfield VT. He had 3 children, the oldest age 8. 
 
New York Times 24 Mar 1918 p 84 – photo - 4 officers were lost on Tuscania. Photos of Binnie, 
LeBron, Lighthall & Sherman (2 photos are captioned Sherman – error - he is the 2nd one). Known 
as a railroad construction engineer. Graduate of MA Institute of Technology. Employed in 
engineering department of Missouri Pacific RR 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Northfield [VT] News" 31 Aug 1920 p 4 – the body of Philip Vincent Sherman arrived in Northfield VT 
on 26 Aug 1920. Funeral was held with American Legion, US Cavalry & fraternity representatives 
from Norwich University (from where he graduated in 1907. Was married 8 Jul 1908 to Beryl 
Hildreth of Northfield VT; had 3 sons. Civil engineer, MO Pacific RR employee. Son of George & 
Mary Sherman.  
 
St. Albans (VT) Weekly Messenger" 2 Sep 1920 p 2 - Mrs. Beryl Sherman of Northfield VT was 
notified that her husband's body had arrived in NY & would be brought to Northfield that week. 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Burlington, Chittenden VT – North Ave. 
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Esther Maxwell, 53 Canada (English), Jun 1847, father b. VT, mother b. Canada (English), 
widow, emigrated 1860, in US for 40 years 
Phillip Sherman, 14 Canada (English), Sep 1885, parents b. Canada (English), at school 
[nephew] 
 
1910 St. Louis, St. Louis City MO – 5821 Minerva Ave. 
Philip V. Sherman, 24 Canada (English), father b. NY, mother b. Canada, in 1st marriage, 
married 2 years, civil engineer, railroad company 
Beryl H., 24 VT, parents b. VT, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Philip K., zero MO 
& boarder Harry A. Nims, 23 NH, father b. NH, mother b. VT, single, civil engineer, railroad 
company 
 
1915 KS state census – Wichita, Sedgwick KS 
P.V. Sherman, 30  
M.B., 30  
P.K., 6  
Randall H., 2  
Allen, 
& Hattie Keller, 18 
 
 


