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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Shepherd, Orr 
1895 IL – 1981 CA 
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Obituary – “Auburn (CA) Journal” Monday 8 Jun 1981 p 3 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQBH-M63Z 

 
 
 

justia.com/inventor/orr-shepherd 



4 
 

 

 
MT, WWI service record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/34828:62068?tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=b6e427e5a038748257e
5c7db9f346dc0&_phsrc=hFB55427&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
[article continues] 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34828:62068?tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=b6e427e5a038748257e5c7db9f346dc0&_phsrc=hFB55427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34828:62068?tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=b6e427e5a038748257e5c7db9f346dc0&_phsrc=hFB55427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34828:62068?tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=b6e427e5a038748257e5c7db9f346dc0&_phsrc=hFB55427&_phstart=successSource
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 

 
[article continues] 

“Billings (MT) Gazette” Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 5 
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Joined American Legion in Bellingham WA – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 4 Nov 1924 p 11 
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[article continues] 

 
“Helena (MT) Independent-Observer” Thursday 23 Dec 1937 p 1 

 
 
 

Wife Edna Green Luscomb: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JPS1-L6T 
 

 
Marriage license – “Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Tuesday 6 Jan 1931 p 66 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=4193928&tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=9af78b

58b8406511a1f03aa2c355a589&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55430&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Obituary of Edna Green’s son Quentin Sturgis Luscomb (1920-1957) by her 1st husband, Edwin O. 

Luscomb – “Hartford (CT) Courant” Tuesday 11 Jun 1957 p 4 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=4193928&tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=9af78b58b8406511a1f03aa2c355a589&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55430&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=4193928&tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=9af78b58b8406511a1f03aa2c355a589&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55430&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=4193928&tid=120521668&pid=422011511743&queryId=9af78b58b8406511a1f03aa2c355a589&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB55430&_phstart=successSource


10 
 

 

 
Obituary of Edna Green’s 1st husband, Edwin Orandol Luscomb (1894-1973) – “Hartford (CT) 

Courant” Wednesday 8 Aug 1973 p 26 
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Passport application photograph of Edna’s mother Anna M. Green on 29 Mar 1923 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/450707773:1174 
 
 

Wife Adele Proppe: 
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Adele Proppe Brown Bredlie Shepherd is 2nd from left (to the right of Santa Claus) – “Auburn (CA) 

Journal” Wednesday 7 Nov 1973 p 17 
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“Fairbanks (AK) Daily News-Miner” Tuesday 8 Nov 1955 p 11 
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Marriage of Orr (in error “Forrest”) Shepherd to Adele Proppe Brown Bredlie – 30 Oct 1955 – 

“Fairbanks (AK) News-Miner” Tuesday 1 Nov 1955 p 5 
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Correction to wedding story – Adele married ORR Shepherd, not Forrest – “Fairbanks (AK) Daily 
News-Miner” Thursday 3 Nov 1955 p 6 

 

 
Orr & 2nd wife Adele Proppe spend Christmas with her brother William Proppe & sister Mrs. Robert 

Marchman – “Ventura (CA) County Star” Saturday 24 Dec 1955 p 4 
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On jury duty – “Fairbanks (AK) Daily News-Miner” Tuesday 16 Jul 1957 p 1 

 

 
“Ventura (CA) County News” Tuesday 24 Dec 1957 p 6 

 



17 
 

 

 
“Tri-City Herald” (Pasco WA) Sunday 5 Jan 1964 p 13 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 17 May 1970 p 62 
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“Auburn (CA) Journal” Thursday 18 Mar 1971 p 14 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/32327:61458 

 
 
 

 
Death of father-in-law Phillip Proppe – “Long Beach (CA) Independent” Friday 1 Mar 1957 p 30 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/32327:61458
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Obituary of wife Adele B. Proppe Shepherd – “Auburn (CA) Journal” Wednesday 28 Aug 1974 p 6 
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“Fairbanks (AK) Daily News-Miner” Thursday 3 Oct 1974 p 3 
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ID birth record of Adele Proppe Brown’s son Wayne Alfred Brown - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932712-01182-
02998?pId=129346 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932712-01182-02998?pId=129346
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8973/images/8973_b932712-01182-02998?pId=129346
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Marriage of Adele Proppe Brown to Dr. Sigurd Ness Bredlie on 2 Oct 1939 – “Fairbanks (AK) Daily 

News-Miner” Tuesday 3 Oct 1939 p 8 
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Obituary of Dr. Sigurd Ness Bredlie – “Fairbanks (AK) Daily News-Miner” Monday 25 May 1953 p 1 

 
 
 

Son Orr Shepherd Jr.: 
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Obituary of daughter-in-law Patricia Donovan Shepherd – “Boston (MA) Globe” Wednesday 13 Nov 

2013 p B14 
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https://patents. 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5242300:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=171f471f3ffea1f309bc0a68a30eb4d0&_phsrc=hF

B55446&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Sibling: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6944/images/42035_520307001_0129-
00092?pId=178719  
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Name:  Orr Shepherd 
Name variations:  Sheppard (passenger list)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - corporal  
Serial number:  250,407 
Entered service from:  Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Orr SHEPPARD 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend Mary Robinson, 872 E. 47th St., Los Angeles CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Orr Shepherd 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Mrs. Lucy Papillion, Conrad MT (pvt, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Orr Shepherd - b. 3 Jun 1895 Chicago IL; res: Conrad, 
Teton MT. Single. Farmer for myself, 1 mile south of Conrad MT. Had dependent mother. Tall & 
slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Orr (no middle name) Shepherd - b. 3 Jun 1895 
Chicago IL; res: Rt 2, Mayville, Chautauqua NY. NOK Mrs. Edna Shepherd, same address. Self-
employed. Height: 5’10 ½” – 180 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  11 Dec 1918 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  1115 Jersey St., Bellingham WA 
Rank/unit:    private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 3 Jun 1895 Chicago, Cook IL  
Died: 9 May 1981 Auburn, Placer CA (in a convalescent hospital in Auburn CA)   
Find A Grave record: 70494885 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Auburn, Placer CA 
Cemetery:  New Auburn 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Orr Shepherd, Dec 1868 Ireland -   A painter by occupation.  
In the 1887 Chicago IL city directory, Orr Shepherd, painter, boarded at 94 Fuller. 
Naturalized in Criminal Court, Cook Co. IL on 23 Mar 1895; previously a citizen of Great 
Britain-Ireland. He appears to be the Orr Sheford (Shepard), age 70, birthplace left blank, 
an inmate in the Manteno State Hospital (Manteno, Kankakee IL) in the 1940 census, who 
had resided in Chicago, Cook IL in 1935, noted on line 51 of the page. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Martha Amanda (“Bridie”) Young Shepherd Maguire/McGuire, Jun 1875 IA -  . 
Daughter of William Helmus Young (1814-1880, buried in IA, F: 20634303) & his 2nd wife, 
Hannah Amanda Austin (1840-1907, F: 19853201).  
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In the 1930 Lyons, Cook IL census, Martha Maguire, married, lived with son John Sheppard, 
his wife Florence & son Jack. In the 1940 Chicago, Cook IL census, Martha McGuire lived 
with John, Florence & their 3 children.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  12 Dec 1890 Cook Co. IL. 
 
Spouse: Edna Irene Green Luscomb Shepherd, 9 Jan 1899 Boston, Suffolk MA – 15 Jun 
1998 Middlesex Co. MA. SSN 019-20-3224. 
Daughter of Peter Ferdinand Green (b. ca. Finland) & Anna M. (b. 27 Jul 1866 Stockholm, 
Sweden).  On Anna Green’s passport application of 29 Mar 1923, Anna provided her 
birthdate & place & said her husband Peter Ferdinand had emigrated from a ship on which 
he was a sailor, from China, on 15 May 1877 & Peter lived in Worcester MA & Boston MA for 
46 years (1877-1923), having been naturalized 12 Sep 1889 in Boston MA. Anna said she 
had lived in the US for 39 years (1884-1923), a resident of Worcester MA. Sturgis F. Green 
[her son] signed as a witness to her identity. She planned to spend 6 months in Europe – in 
Sweden visiting relatives & traveling in Norway & Denmark. Anna planned to sail on 
“Stockholm” from NYC on 29 May 1923.  
Her father Peter F. Green, 66 Finland, alien, is listed as a patient at the Worcester State 
Hospital (Worcester, Worcester MA) in the 1930 census, on line 100 of the page. He had 
emigrated in 1879 & worked in the hospital’s industrial room. He was married. In the 1940 
census for the same hospital, Peter Green (75 Finland), married, is an inmate & had 
resided there in 1935 (line 65).  
Edna had a brother named Sturgis F. Green. He was the baptismal sponsor for her son, Orr 
Shepherd Jr. His wife Angelina Bono died 19 Ap r2009 & is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
Randolph MA.  Another brother was Charles Winsor Green (b. 19 Jan 1905) who served in 
the US Coast Guard from 3 Jun 1924 to 20 Jun 1925.  
Married to Edwin Orandol Luscomb, b. 12 Dec 1894 MA. Served in the US Navy in WWI (10 
Apr 1917 to 10 Apr 1919). In the 1920 census for Worcester, Worcester MA, the household 
of Peter F. Green (55 Sweden) & Anna M. Green (52 Sweden) included their son-in-law 
Edwin O. Luscomb (25 MA, father b. MA, mother b. NH, electrician in a factory) his wife, 
their daughter, Edna I. Luscomb (20 MA, parents b. Sweden, clerk, Civil Service). – He 
married 28 Aug 1925 in Grafton MA to Blanche Evelyn S. Wheaton. They divorced Nov 1935; 
Blanche claimed Edwin had deserted her on 1 Jun 1930. Edwin married Cordelia Emma 
Wilson in Jun 1938.  
Edna & Edwin’s son, Quentin Sturgis Luscomb, was born 2 Dec 1920 in Worcester, 
Worcester MA & baptized 30 Jan 1921 in Calvary Lutheran Church, Worcester, Worcester 
MA. 
In the 1923 Worcester MA city directory, Edwin Luscomb, electrician, resided at 192 
Pleasant while Edna I. Luscomb’s entry has a note that she has moved to NYC. Her son 
Quentin lives with his father in later censuses & on 16 Feb 1942 when Quentin Luscomb 
registers for the WWII draft. Both he & his father lived in New Britain, Hartford CT. 
In the 1924 Worcester MA city directory, Edwin O. Luscomb lived at 10 Stratfield. 
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Edna Luscumb [sic], 25, b. Boston MA 1899, sailed aboard “Fort St. George” from 
Hamilton, Bermuda, arriving in NYC on 22 Sep 1924. She listed herself as single & a 
resident of 300 Madison Ave. 
Edna Luscomb, age 25, b. US, single, secretary resided in Brooklyn NY in the 1925 NY state 
census. 
Edna Luscomb, age 29, single, b. 1899 Boston MA, sailed on “Fort Victoria” from Hamilton, 
Bermuda, on 20 Oct 1928, arriving in NYC on 22 Oct 1928. Her residence was 10 Midwood 
St., Brooklyn NY. 
Edna was Orr’s WWII next-of-kin in 1942, both she & Orr residing in Mayville, Chautauqua 
NY. Divorced Oct 1946 in Worcester MA.  
In the 1958 Worcester MA city directory, Mrs. Edna I. Shepherd resided on Malvern Rd. & 
was assistant director at the Piedmont Center Museum.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 5 Jan 1931 Manhattan NY 
 
Spouse: Adele B. Proppe Brown Bredlie Shepherd, 6 Nov 1894 Russia – 25 Aug 1974 
Auburn, Placer CA. Daughter of Phillip Proppe (d. 29 Apr 1957 CA) & Katherine (Cate) 
Holmonde. In the 1905 KS state census, Phillip & Cate, both age 34, lived with their 
children, including Adelia (10) in Hibbard, Kearny KS.  
“Adelia M. Proppe” married William Alfred Brown (1893-1976) on 16 Apr 1913 in Fremont 
Co. ID. They had a son, Wayne Alfred Brown, born 6 Feb 1914 in St. Anthony, Fremont ID, 
died 27 Jun 1993 Bisbee, Cochise AZ. He was a resident of Sierra Vista AZ when Adele died 
in Aug 1974.  
On 2 Oct 1939 Mrs. Adele Brown married Dr. Sigurd Ness (“Doc”) Bredlie in Valdez AK. He 
was a chiropractor, born 8 Jun 1908 Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star Borough AK, died 24 
May 1953 Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star Borough AK. He served on the Alaska Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners. Dr. Bredlie is buried in Clay Street Cemetery, Fairbanks, Fairbanks 
North Star Borough AK, F: 88654462. 
Buried in New Auburn Cemetery, Auburn, Placer CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  70494831 
Marriage: 28 Oct 1955 Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star Borough AK. It was Adele’s 3rd 
marriage. Adele Bredlie reported on the Alaska marriage license that her previous marriage 
was to Sig Bredlie on 27 Sep 1939. She was a widow, Sig’s having died 23 May 1953. Before 
that marriage, she had married on 17 Apr 1913 in Spokane WA to “Alfred Brown” (William 
Alfred Brown). They had divorced in spring 1919.  
 
Child: by 1st wife Edna Green 

• Orr Shepherd Jr., 25 Dec 1934 Brooklyn NY -    Married 28 Jun 1960 in Groton, New London 
CT to Patricia A. Donovan, who died 11 Nov 2013 in MA. Orr Jr. holds several patents, for 
Visidyne Inc.  

 
Siblings:  
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• John Arthur Shepherd, 8 Jul 1898 Chicago, Cook IL – 11 Aug 1991 (likely IL). SSN 333-07-
7302. Resident of Chicago, Cook IL at the time of his death. Husband of Florence Isabel 
Buehring (1904 IL – 1985 FL). 

 
Notes:  
 
Orr lived in many states – Alaska, California, Illinois, Montana, New York, Washington. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 newspapers list his name as Orr Sheppard 
 
"Billings [MT] Gazette" 14 Jun 1919 p 5 - "Tuscania Survivor Arrives with Discharged Contingent" – 
among the 40 from Ft. Russell was Orr Shepherd, who leaped from the ship to the pitching deck of 
a destroyer. 
 
Post-war: 
 
According to the Fairbanks AK newspaper account of his marriage to Adele Proppe Brown 
Bredlie in 1955, “Forrest” Shepherd had moved to Alaska in 1923.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Auburn [CA] Journal" 8 Jun 1981 p 3 - inurnment on 9 Jun 1981 at New Auburn District Cemetery. 
Born  Chicago IL. Resident of Auburn CA the past 10 years. Retired district engineer US 
government. Served in US Army in WWI. Member of Auburn VFW. Survived by son Orr of MA & 
brother-in-law William Proppe of Auburn CA. 
 
Social Security number: 034-16-7254 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Chicago, Cook IL – 3309 Oakley Ave. 
Orr Shepherd, 31 Ireland, Dec 1868, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883, in US for 17 years, 
naturalized, married 10 years, painter 
Martha, 24 IA, Jun 1875, father b. IA, mother b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Orr, 3 IL, Jun 1894 
John, 2 IL, Jul 1897 
 
1910 cannot locate Orr  
 
1910 Chicago, Cook IL – is this his father Orr? 
Orr SHEPHARD, 39 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, single, emigrated 1886, painter, machinery 
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Roomer with James McNocker, 49 Ireland, parents b. Ireland 
 
1920 cannot locate Orr 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – 2039 Jackson Blvd. – his mother & brother 
Martha Shepherd, 44 IA, parents b. US, married 
John, 21 IL, father b. Ireland, mother b. IA, corset cutter, factory 
 
1930 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 2110 Westbury Court (rear, 2nd) 
Orr Shepherd, 35 IL, single, father b. Ireland, mother b. IA, doorman, apartment house, 
WWI veteran 
 
1930 Lyons, Cook IL – Konrad Ave. - his brother & mother (now remarried) 
John Shepherd, 31 IL, father b. Ireland, mother b. IA, age 25 at 1st marriage, railroad 
switchman 
Florence Shepherd, 25 IL, parents b. IL, age 19 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Jack A. Shepherd, 4 IL, parents b. IL [son] 
Martha Maguire, 54 IA, parents b. IL, married [mother] 
 
1940 North Harmony, Chautauqua NY – Stedman-Panorama Rd. - in 1935 in Brooklyn NY 
Orr Shepherd, 44 IL, farmer, farm 
Edna, 41 MA 
Orr Jr., 6 NY 
 
1940 Chicago, Cook IL – 5th Ave. – his mother & brother – all in same place in 1935 
John Sheppard, 41 IL, tree surgeon, forestry project, W.P.A. 
Florence, 35 IL  
& their 3 sons, ages 6 to 14 
& mother Martha McGuire, 64 IA, widow 
 
1950 Davis Air Force Base, Aleutian Islands AK – conducted 21 Sep 1950 – on line 33 
Orr Shepherd, 54, diesel operator, Air Force [no birth states are indicated for anyone on 
page] 
 


