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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Shelton, Walter Herman 
1889 TX – 1935 TX 
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TX death record of Walter Herman Shelton, citing war injuries as a contributing cause - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062098-

01461?pId=21579581 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062098-01461?pId=21579581
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062098-01461?pId=21579581
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQV1-WY2M 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV18-JDML 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQV1-WY2M
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285451-
00564?pId=2200945 

 
 

 
“Corsicana (TX) Daily Sun” Wednesday 26 Mar 1919 p 3 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285451-00564?pId=2200945
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285451-00564?pId=2200945
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/42036439:9168?tid=23632803&pid=1410367195&queryId=d8d8451757ed653c31ae
12631d7858a3&_phsrc=hFB55412&_phstart=successSource 

 
“Waco (TX) News-Tribune” Wednesday 6 Jul 1921 p 10 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42036439:9168?tid=23632803&pid=1410367195&queryId=d8d8451757ed653c31ae12631d7858a3&_phsrc=hFB55412&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42036439:9168?tid=23632803&pid=1410367195&queryId=d8d8451757ed653c31ae12631d7858a3&_phsrc=hFB55412&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42036439:9168?tid=23632803&pid=1410367195&queryId=d8d8451757ed653c31ae12631d7858a3&_phsrc=hFB55412&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary – “Gatesville (TX) Messenger & Star-Forum” Thursday 8 Dec 1994 p 6 

 
Father: 

 

 
Buchannan (Buck) Shelton – Find A Grave 43901943 

 
Mother: 
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Jualy (actually Julia) Amanda McClure Shelton – Find A Grave 43842824 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Early Irue Shelton (1882-1958) – Find A Grave 44256406 

 

 
Brother Thomas Franklin Shelton (1885-1949) – Find A Grave 52578729 
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Brother William Edward Shelton (1889-1947), with obituary from “Waco (TX) News Tribune” 

Wednesday 5 Mar 1947 – Find A Grave 43841132 
 
 

 
Brother Benton George Shelton (1891-1918) killed in WWI, member of 57th Balloon Company – Find 

A Grave 44164264 
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Brother Elmer Theodore Shelton (1893-1951) – Find A Grave 49617336 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/215896:2143?tid=23632803&pid=2063882888&queryId=8e0770968b7882a1203037
e694a89ea6&_phsrc=hFB55409&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 12 Apr 1917 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215896:2143?tid=23632803&pid=2063882888&queryId=8e0770968b7882a1203037e694a89ea6&_phsrc=hFB55409&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215896:2143?tid=23632803&pid=2063882888&queryId=8e0770968b7882a1203037e694a89ea6&_phsrc=hFB55409&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/215896:2143?tid=23632803&pid=2063882888&queryId=8e0770968b7882a1203037e694a89ea6&_phsrc=hFB55409&_phstart=successSource
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“Houston (TX) Post” Thursday 12 Apr 1917 p 5 
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Brother Wert Renfro Shelton (1896-1942) – who married Margie Boone, the sister of Walter’s wife 

Martice – Find A Grave 51477514 
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The Wert Shelton family – Wert in center with hat, to the right his wife Margie Boone Shelton – Find A 

Grave 51477514 
 
 

       
 

Name:  Walter Herman Shelton 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,592 
Entered service from:  West Station TX (entered the service from San Antonio, Bexar TX) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Walter H. Shelton  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Julie Shelton, West Station TX 
Returned from war on: "Rijndam" Dec 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter Shelton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Walter Hurman Shelton [but he was illiterate, 
signing with an X – “his mark” – so the spelling would have been done by the registrar - b. 28 
May 1887 Belton TX; res: Holland, Bell TX. Single. Farmer for C.E. McCray, Holland TX. Dependent 
mother. Tall & slender. Signed card with an X. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 10 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Nov 1919 
Address:  Leon Junction TX 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. E, 125th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 May 1889 (?) Belton, Bell TX (WWI draft: 28 May 1887 - TX military records: ca. 1887 – 
Veterans Administration Military Index 28 May 1887)  
Died: 17 Nov 1935 Leon Junction, Coryell TX   
Find A Grave record: 51477535 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Leon Junction, Coryell TX 
Cemetery:  Seaton 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt 125 Inf 32 Div  
 
Father: Buchannan ("Buck") Gilbert Shelton, 10 Nov 1857 Belton, Bell TX [claimed 12 Mar 1857 on 
one Ancestry.com family tree] – 11 May 1912 Waco, McLennan TX. Son of Jonathan Jahue Shelton & 
Amanda Land. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. 
Find A Grave:  43901943 
 
Mother: Jualy (real name: Julia) Amanda McClure Shelton, 11 Oct 1869 (note on Find A Grave that 
birthdate actually 1860) – 12 Feb 1928 (note on Find A Grave that date is actually 13 Feb) Leon 
Junction, Coryell TX. Daughter of Benjamin Franklin McClure & Nancy E. Shelton. Buried in 
Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. 
Find A Grave:  43842824 
Parents’ marriage:  12 [or 13] Mar 1877 Belton, Bell TX 
 
Spouse: Martice Ellen ("Bill"/”Aunt Bill”) Boone Shelton Gilbreath, 6 Jul 1902 Llano Co. TX – 1 Dec 
1994 Gatesville, Coryell TX. Daughter of Daniel Robert Boone & Amanda Martha Smith. 
After Walter’s death, Martice married Tom Dewey Gilbreath (1897-1989, F: 51811638) in 1944. 
Buried in Restland Cemetery, Gatesville, Coryell TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  51811649 
Marriage: 5 Jul 1921 McLennan Co. TX 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother said she had given birth to 11 children, 7 of whom 
were living. In the 1910 census, she said she had given birth to 13 children, 7 of whom were 
living. 

• Margie Ann Shelton, 25 Nov 1880 Belton, Bell TX – 6 Dec 1880 Belton, Bell TX. Buried in 
Shelton Family Cemetery, Belton, Bell TX. F: 69674234 

• Early Irue Shelton, 1 Mar 1882 Belton, Bell TX – 7 May 1958 Waco, McLennan TX. He never 
married. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 44256406 

• Thomas Franklin Shelton, 18 Jan 1885 Cleburne, Johnson TX – 18 Mar 1949 Brady, 
McCulloch TX. Married 29 Oct 1924 to Mary Beatrice Ballard (1903-2004, F: 63771827), who 
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was also the wife of Luther J. West (1904-1979). Buried in Resthaven Cemetery, Brady, 
McCulloch TX. F: 52578729 

• William Edward (“Willie”) Shelton, 20 Mar 1889 Bell Co. TX – 4 Mar 1947 McLennan Co. TX. 
Married 2 Nov 1911 in Waco, McLennan TX to Bessie Cidonia Helm (1896-1967, F: 
43841342). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 43841132 

• Benton George Shelton, 16 Jun 1891 Belton, Bell TX – 5 Oct 1918. Died in WWI. Member of 
57th Balloon Co. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 44164264 

• Elmer Theodore (Frank Shelton/Frank William Marker) Shelton, 2 Feb 1893 Belton, Bell TX – 
6 Nov 1951 Vallejo, Solano CA. Also known as Frank William Marker. Was serving a 10-year 
sentence in the Huntsville TX state penitentiary on WWI national registration day (5 Jun 
1917). He was convicted 27 Apr 1917 in McLennan Co. of robbery with a firearm. He had 
pled not guilty. He was married; occupation: painter. His sentence was to expire 27 Apr 
1927. On 5 Aug 1918 he & 34 other felons escaped from the Imperial State Prison Farm. A 
note on his prison record indicates he was reincarcerated 8 Nov 1944 to 9 Sep 1952. His 
obituary on his Find A Grave record lists his name as Frank W. Marker. Buried in Carquinez 
Cemetery, Vallejo, Solano CA. F: 49617336 

• Wert Renfro Shelton, 28 Feb 1896 TX – 9 May 1942. Married Margie Katherine Boone (1906-
2005, F: 94570528), the sister of Martice Boone, who married Wert’s brother, Walter 
Shelton. Buried in Seaton Cemetery, Leon Junction, Coryell TX. F: 51477514 

• Florence Etter Shelton. Mentioned as a daughter on the Find A Grave records of Buck 
Shelton (F: 43901943) & Jualy McClure Shelton (F: 43842824).  

• Emma Margaret Shelton. Mentioned as a daughter on the Find A Grave records of Buck 
Shelton (F: 43901943) & Jualy McClure Shelton (F: 43842824).  

•  
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the Texans on board 
Tuscania: Walter H. Shelton, West 
 
Severely wounded ca. 11 Nov 1918, 25% disabled 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 



16 
 

 

1900 Justice Precinct 1, McLennan Co. TX 
Ben Shelton, 37 TX, Nov 1862, parents b. MS, married 22 years, day laborer 
Julia, 37 MO, Oct 1862, father b. MO, mother b. TN, gave birth to 11 children, 7 are living 
Early, 18 TX, Mar 1882 
Thos. T., 15 TX, Jan 1885 
Walter, 13 TX, May 1887 
Willie E., 11 TX, Mar 1889 
Benton, 9 TX, Jun 1891 
Elwin, 6 TX, Feb 1894 [listed as son – probably Elmer] 
Rernfrae, 4 TX, Feb 1896 [Wert Renfro] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Hill Co. TX 
Buck Shelton, 52 TX, father b. VA, mother b. MS, in 1st marriage, married 32 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Julie, 50 MS, father b. MO, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 13 children, 7 are 
living 
Early, 27 TX, farmer, general farm 
Tom, 25 TX, farmer, general farm 
Herman, 23 TX, farmer, general farm 
Edward, 21 TX, farmer, general farm 
Benton, 19 TX 
Elva, 16 TX [listed as daughter] 
Wirt, 14 TX 
 
1920 Axtell, McLennan TX 
Tom F. Shelton, 35 TX, single, father b. TX, mother b. MO, farmer, general 
Herman W., 34 TX, single, father b. TX, mother b. MO farm, home [brother] 
Julia, 59 MO, widow [mother] 
 
1930 Precinct 5, Coryell TX – Leon Junction-Oglesby Rd. 
Walter H. Shelton, 44 TX, parents b. MO, age 34 at 1st marriage, WWI veteran [no 
occupation] 
Martice Shelton, 27 TX, parents b. TX, age 19 at 1st marriage [wife] 
& boarder Katy Smith, 69 TX, father b. MO, mother b. GA, widow 
 
 


