DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Shelton, Walter Herman
1889 TX-1935 TX
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Mrs. Martice (Bill) Gilbreath
Homemaker

Mrs Maruce (Ball) Gilbreath of
Gatesville died December | in a
local hospital. She was 92

Graveside services were held
Saturday at Restland Cemetery with
Rev. Rex Tilly officiating. Scott’s
Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Mrs. Gilbreath was born July 6,
1902 n Llano County. She was
reared and attended school in Brady
and San Saba. Mrs. Gilbreath
moved 10 Leon Juncuon around
1923. She marmed Mr. Herman

Shelton and he preceded her in
death in 1935. On July 21, 1941,
she marriecd Mr. Tom Dewey
Gilbreath, and they made their
home in Leon Junction and
Gatesville. He preceded her in
dcath on Feb. 6, 1989, Mrs.
Gilbreath was a homemaker and a
member of Cold Springs Baptist
Church

Survivors include three sisters,
Ona Ballard of Gatesville, Margie
Sievens of Ariesia, New Mexico,
and Katie Bates of Gatesville.

Obituary — “Gatesville (TX) Messenger & Star-Forum” Thursday 8 Dec 1994 p 6

Father:

A

Buchannan (Buck) She;lton - Fin A Grave 43901943

Mother:



Jualy (actually Julia) Amanda McClure Shelton - Find A Grave 43842824

Siblings:

b |
Brother Thomas Franklin Shelton (1885-1949) — Find A Grave 52578729



[ DS : 1
Brother William Edward Shelton (1 889-1 947), with obituary from “Waco (TX) News Tribune”
Wednesday 5 Mar 1947 —Find A Grave 43841132

Brother Benton George Shelton (1891 1 918) killed in WWI, meberof 57" Balloon Company - Find
A Grave 44164264



Brother Elmer Theodore Shelton (1893-1951) — Find A Grave 49617336

Frank Shelton
in the Texas, U.S,, Convict and Conduct Registers, 1875-1954
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/215896:2143?tid=23632803&pid=2063882888&queryld=8e0770968b7882a1203037
e694a89ea6&_ phsrc=hFB55409& phstart=successSource

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS.

The following proceedings were

had Iin the .dcourt of criminal
Wednesday:

&pito?ll:med: Frank Shelton, allas

Elmer Shelton, from Mclennan

couqu i - - - - [ _ L VRN § SRR
“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 12 Apr 1917 p 3
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SHELTON CASE AFFIRMED.

McLennan County Man Convicted of Rob-
bery With Firearms.

(Associated Press Report.)
AUSTIN, Texas, April 11.—The court
of criminal appeals Wednesday affirmed
the case of Frank S8Shelton, allas Elmer
Shelton, from McLennan county, Bhelton

having been vonvicted of robbery with
firearms and sentenced to 10 years in the

penitentiary. The court could not re-
view the case In the absence of a state-
ment of fTacts and bills of exception. The
appeal of V. H, Thodberg et al, from
Comanche, was dismissed. This was an
ap from a forfeited bail bond under
scire facias proceedings. This appeal was
dismigsed because no brief was filed In
the case in the court below. These were
the only two cases disposed of Wednesday
by this court, due in & measure to the ab-
sence of Associate Judge Prendergast,
who is at Waco,, . .

“Houston (TX) Post” Thursday 12 Apr 1917 p 5
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816 DELIVERY FROM
STATE PHSON FARN

e O ——

Wholesale escapes of prisoners from

ithe various state prison farms, which
| have been occurring with regularity

| for the past few monihs, reached a cli-
max Aug. 6, when, according to notices

ty-five felons, including two men [rom
Tarrant county, made their escape from
tthe Imperial state farm, neag Houston.

Tarrant county men who escaped
| were Harry Shelton, convicted of bur-
glary, and R. E. Davis, convicted of
' burglary. Others Included in the deliv.
L ory were: W, L Hooker, Hunt county,
{theft: H. 1. Keener, Grayson county,
theft: W. J. Hardee, Hardin county,
| forgery. Frank Wright, Bowie county,
' burglary: W. W, Beard, Bowle county,
{murder; T. M. Craighead, Grayson
| county, passing forged Instruments;
{ Joe Gueclardi, Angeline county, mur-
! der; John Howard, Dallas county, rob-

recelved Friday by Sheriff Mann, thir-|
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1. E. Collins, Has¥k | county,

¢ theft, Harry McAtee, BEexar coun-
jomy (Otto Ihlenfield, Travis

forgery: Herman J. ©Oetzall,

meron inty, hurgliar Kelso Hol-

W lAMmar unt il n (!.' 104 t\l
pLIion LW ' I Nelrson, Hunt county

rgery; Harry Thoma Bexar counly,

ding prisoner Lo escape; Willie Smith,

NaA A'ro county, assault to ra»s John

W . Dallas count bhurglary and

theft, Mike Morgan, Bexar and Kendajl
burglary: Ben Morse, Lamar

i nt violation of jocal option law

’ e laskey. Ternt county, burglary
George Davis, Gray county, burglary
Iohn G Dallag county, burglary; Bill
Howel Denton county, burglary and|

horse theft (reed Watkins, San Au-
gustine county, burglary and rape; Au- |
| brey Sealley Bexar and Kendall coun-

144 thres Ccases ?vU’s"mr‘._ !’.()’\ I:"\H_Pr‘.‘
Milar ounty, forgery and passing: J.
~ Thomi Nallas county, burglary,

Theo landrum, Hardin county, forgery:
Frank Shelton, Meclennan county. rob.

bery with firearms ™ JlewWwia W pverett s ) into county roo

barger county, robbery with firearms l"' Yy wilh firearma
|

Brother Wert Renfro Shelton (1896-1942) —who married Margie Boone, the sister of Walter’s wife
Martice — Find A Grave 51477514
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The Wert Shelton family — Wert in center witﬂ hét, to the right his wife Margie Boone Sheltoh -Find A
Grave 51477514

Name: Walter Herman Shelton

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private

Serial number: 251,592

Entered service from: West Station TX (entered the service from San Antonio, Bexar TX)
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Walter H. Shelton

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Julie Shelton, West Station TX

Returned from war on: "Rijndam" Dec 1918

Sailed on return ship as: Walter Shelton

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:

World War | draft registration (1917): as Walter Hurman Shelton [but he was illiterate,
signing with an X - “his mark” — so the spelling would have been done by the registrar - b. 28
May 1887 Belton TX; res: Holland, Bell TX. Single. Farmer for C.E. McCray, Holland TX. Dependent
mother. Tall & slender. Signed card with an X.
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Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 10 Dec 1917

Discharged: 8 Nov 1919

Address: Leon Junction TX

Rank/unit: private, Co. E, 125" Infantry

Birth & death:

Born: 28 May 1889 (?) Belton, Bell TX (WWI draft: 28 May 1887 - TX military records: ca. 1887 —
Veterans Administration Military Index 28 May 1887)

Died: 17 Nov 1935 Leon Junction, Coryell TX

Find A Grave record: 51477535 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text

Burial location: Leon Junction, Coryell TX

Cemetery: Seaton

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt 125 Inf 32 Div

Father: Buchannan ("Buck") Gilbert Shelton, 10 Nov 1857 Belton, Bell TX [claimed 12 Mar 1857 on
one Ancestry.com family tree] - 11 May 1912 Waco, McLennan TX. Son of Jonathan Jahue Shelton &
Amanda Land. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX.

Find A Grave: 43901943

Mother: Jualy (real name: Julia) Amanda McClure Shelton, 11 Oct 1869 (note on Find A Grave that
birthdate actually 1860) — 12 Feb 1928 (note on Find A Grave that date is actually 13 Feb) Leon
Junction, Coryell TX. Daughter of Benjamin Franklin McClure & Nancy E. Shelton. Buried in
Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX.

Find A Grave: 43842824

Parents’ marriage: 12 [or 13] Mar 1877 Belton, Bell TX

Spouse: Martice Ellen ("Bill"/”Aunt Bill”) Boone Shelton Gilbreath, 6 Jul 1902 Llano Co. TX-1 Dec
1994 Gatesville, Coryell TX. Daughter of Daniel Robert Boone & Amanda Martha Smith.

After Walter’s death, Martice married Tom Dewey Gilbreath (1897-1989, F: 51811638) in 1944.
Buried in Restland Cemetery, Gatesville, Coryell TX.

Spouse Find A Grave: 51811649

Marriage: 5 Jul 1921 McLennan Co. TX

Children:

Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother said she had given birth to 11 children, 7 of whom
were living. In the 1910 census, she said she had given birth to 13 children, 7 of whom were
living.
e Margie Ann Shelton, 25 Nov 1880 Belton, Bell TX -6 Dec 1880 Belton, Bell TX. Buried in
Shelton Family Cemetery, Belton, Bell TX. F: 69674234
e Early Irue Shelton, 1 Mar 1882 Belton, Bell TX -7 May 1958 Waco, McLennan TX. He never
married. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 44256406
e Thomas Franklin Shelton, 18 Jan 1885 Cleburne, Johnson TX — 18 Mar 1949 Brady,
McCulloch TX. Married 29 Oct 1924 to Mary Beatrice Ballard (1903-2004, F: 63771827), who
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Notes:

was also the wife of Luther J. West (1904-1979). Buried in Resthaven Cemetery, Brady,
McCulloch TX. F: 52578729

William Edward (“Willie”) Shelton, 20 Mar 1889 Bell Co. TX — 4 Mar 1947 McLennan Co. TX.
Married 2 Nov 1911 in Waco, McLennan TX to Bessie Cidonia Helm (1896-1967, F:
43841342). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 43841132

Benton George Shelton, 16 Jun 1891 Belton, Bell TX-5 Oct 1918. Died in WWI. Member of
57" Balloon Co. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 44164264

Elmer Theodore (Frank Shelton/Frank William Marker) Shelton, 2 Feb 1893 Belton, Bell TX -
6 Nov 1951 Vallejo, Solano CA. Also known as Frank William Marker. Was serving a 10-year
sentence in the Huntsville TX state penitentiary on WWI national registration day (5 Jun
1917). He was convicted 27 Apr 1917 in McLennan Co. of robbery with a firearm. He had
pled not guilty. He was married; occupation: painter. His sentence was to expire 27 Apr
1927. On 5 Aug 1918 he & 34 other felons escaped from the Imperial State Prison Farm. A
note on his prison record indicates he was reincarcerated 8 Nov 1944 to 9 Sep 1952. His
obituary on his Find A Grave record lists his name as Frank W. Marker. Buried in Carquinez
Cemetery, Vallejo, Solano CA. F: 49617336

Wert Renfro Shelton, 28 Feb 1896 TX — 9 May 1942. Married Margie Katherine Boone (1906-
2005, F: 94570528), the sister of Martice Boone, who married Wert’s brother, Walter
Shelton. Buried in Seaton Cemetery, Leon Junction, Coryell TX. F: 51477514

Florence Etter Shelton. Mentioned as a daughter on the Find A Grave records of Buck
Shelton (F: 43901943) & Jualy McClure Shelton (F: 43842824).

Emma Margaret Shelton. Mentioned as a daughter on the Find A Grave records of Buck
Shelton (F: 43901943) & Jualy McClure Shelton (F: 43842824).

Pre-war:

Wartime:

“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - among the Texans on board
Tuscania: Walter H. Shelton, West

Severely wounded ca. 11 Nov 1918, 25% disabled

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number:

Censuses:
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1900 Justice Precinct 1, McLennan Co. TX

Ben Shelton, 37 TX, Nov 1862, parents b. MS, married 22 years, day laborer

Julia, 37 MO, Oct 1862, father b. MO, mother b. TN, gave birth to 11 children, 7 are living
Early, 18 TX, Mar 1882

Thos.T., 15TX, Jan 1885

Walter, 13 TX, May 1887

Willie E., 11 TX, Mar 1889

Benton, 9 TX, Jun 1891

Elwin, 6 TX, Feb 1894 [listed as son — probably Elmer]

Rernfrae, 4 TX, Feb 1896 [Wert Renfro]

1910 Justice Precinct 3, Hill Co. TX

Buck Shelton, 52 TX, father b. VA, mother b. MS, in 1 marriage, married 32 years, farmer,
general farm

Julie, 50 MS, father b. MO, mother b. OH, in 1* marriage, gave birth to 13 children, 7 are
living

Early, 27 TX, farmer, general farm

Tom, 25 TX, farmer, general farm

Herman, 23 TX, farmer, general farm

Edward, 21 TX, farmer, general farm

Benton, 19 TX

Elva, 16 TX [listed as daughter]

Wirt, 14 TX

1920 Axtell, McLennan TX

Tom F. Shelton, 35 TX, single, father b. TX, mother b. MO, farmer, general
Herman W., 34 TX, single, father b. TX, mother b. MO farm, home [brother]
Julia, 59 MO, widow [mother]

1930 Precinct 5, Coryell TX — Leon Junction-Oglesby Rd.

Walter H. Shelton, 44 TX, parents b. MO, age 34 at 1°* marriage, WWI veteran [no
occupation]

Martice Shelton, 27 TX, parents b. TX, age 19 at 1** marriage [wife]

& boarder Katy Smith, 69 TX, father b. MO, mother b. GA, widow



