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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Shell, John Wesley, Jr. 
1892 NC – 1970 NJ 
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The children of John Wesley Shell Sr. & Emma Combs Shell – Front (left to right): Clara, Beulah, 
Lunda Dora – back (left to right): John Wesley Jr., Albert Donald, William Carl, Earl Weldon. Not 

pictured: Charles.Carter - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/164368587/person/172139803723/media/1b4dee82-fb92-

4731-b9b6-329a389af30d?_phsrc=hFB55345&_phstart=successSource AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/164368587/person/172139803723/media/5dd662a2-b06d-
4fff-a2d6-197fd8ee51a7?_p 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164368587/person/172139803723/media/1b4dee82-fb92-4731-b9b6-329a389af30d?_phsrc=hFB55345&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164368587/person/172139803723/media/1b4dee82-fb92-4731-b9b6-329a389af30d?_phsrc=hFB55345&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164368587/person/172139803723/media/1b4dee82-fb92-4731-b9b6-329a389af30d?_phsrc=hFB55345&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of John Wesley Shell Jr. – “Asbury Park (NJ) Press” Monday 27 Jul 1970 p 11 
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“Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Monday 27 Jul 1970 p 4 
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NC birth record of John Wesley Shell Jr. on 14 Sep 1892 – Ora Clara Shell on 16 Nov 1898 – 

William Carl Shell on 28 Feb 1897 – Albert Donald Shell on 4 May 1907 – Lunda Lorena 
Shell on 28 Jun 1889 – Dora Shell on 5 May 1902 – Earl Weldon Shell on 1 Sep 1911 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5594155:8783 
 

 
NC, WWI service record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/67056:61958 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5594155:8783
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W75B-32PZ 
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“Greenville (NC) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
A fiancée – “Charlotte (NC) Observer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Watauga Democrat” (Boone NC) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 

 
 

 
“Lenoir (NC) Topic” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Wife 

 

 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Monday 7 Apr 1919 p 5 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=2323305&ssrc=pt&tid=64386949&pid=37209237703
6&usePUB=true 

 
 

 
Marriage license - “Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” Monday 7 Apr 1919 p 3 

 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3245370:61260 

 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=2323305&ssrc=pt&tid=64386949&pid=372092377036&usePUB=true
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=2323305&ssrc=pt&tid=64386949&pid=372092377036&usePUB=true
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9105&h=2323305&ssrc=pt&tid=64386949&pid=372092377036&usePUB=true
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3245370:61260
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Daughter: 
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Left: “Asbury Park (NJ) Press” Sunday 5 Oct 1986 p 17 – right: “Red Bank (NJ) Daily 
Record” Sunday 5 Oct 1986 p 8  
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Engagement to George Malloy – left: “Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Saturday 28 Nov 
1942 p 2 and right: “Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Friday 26 Feb 1943 p 10 
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“Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Friday 27 Oct 1944 p 10 
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Engagement to John Philips - “Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Thursday 10 May 1945 p 4 – 
and bridal shower – “Red Bank (NJ) Daily Record” Tuesday 29 Jan 1945 p 5 
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“Long Beach (NJ) Daily Record” Thursday 9 Feb 1946 p 11 
 

Parents: 
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John Wesley Shell Sr. & Emma Ann Combs Shell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/64386949/person/372090750383/media/e2a7003d-49b9-45e7-bf12-0f4e71c44865 

 
Siblings: 

 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/64386949/person/372090750383/media/e2a7003d-49b9-45e7-bf12-0f4e71c44865
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/64386949/person/372090750383/media/e2a7003d-49b9-45e7-bf12-0f4e71c44865
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NC death record of sister Lunda Lorena Shell Lawrence (1889-1965) -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1121/images/S123_535-0694?pId=1502363 
 

 
VA death record of brother William Carl Shell (1896-1961) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006055_0196-
00236?pId=751440361 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006055_0196-00236?pId=751440361
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006055_0196-00236?pId=751440361
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Sister Orla Clara Shell Grogan Mast (1898-1989) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/64386949/person/372092377029/media/b4628d36-9f46-47ec-a9e4-336a77fd5116 
 

 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/64386949/person/372092377029/media/b4628d36-9f46-47ec-a9e4-336a77fd5116
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/64386949/person/372092377029/media/b4628d36-9f46-47ec-a9e4-336a77fd5116
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marriage of Ora Clara Mast Grogan to 2nd husband, Arlis McQuin Mast - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43068_162028006056_0693-

00391?pId=28700936 

 
NC death record of brother Earl Weldon Shell ( 1911-1961) – note his informant (sister Dora) says 

that Marion Potter is Earl’s wife - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1121/images/S123_488-

2180?pId=751062507 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1121/images/S123_488-2180?pId=751062507
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1121/images/S123_488-2180?pId=751062507
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NC marriage record of Earl Weldon Shell to Marion R. Potter on 3 Apr 1933 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60548/images/42091_327835-

00268?pId=2534514 
 
 

  
Obituary of Earl Weldon Shell – “Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times” Saturday 14 Oct 1961 p 11 
 
 

 
Sugar Grove, Watauga Co. NC, founded by John Mast in 1837 - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar_Grove,_North_Carolina 
         
Name:  John Wesley Shell, Jr. 
Name variations:  Wesley Shell   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 1st Squad - corporal 
Serial number:  249,830 
Entered service from:  Sugar Grove, Watauga NC 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Wesley Shell 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John W. Shell, RFD 1, Box 32, Sugar Grove NC 
Returned from war on: "Minnekahda" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Wesley Shell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John W. Shell, RFD L, Box 32, Sugargrove NC (cpl, 
254th Aero Service Squadron) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): has 2 listings, one as John Shell at 23rd 
Lewiston St., Franklin Square, Long Island NY & (as Wesley Shell) Sugar Grove NC 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Wesley Shell - b. 14 Sep 1892 Sugar Grove 
NC; res: 2 Drew Ct., Monmouth Beach, Monmouth NJ. NOK Aida Shell, same address. Area 
engineer, Fort Monmouth, Oceanport, Monmouth NJ. Height: 5’9” – 152 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: not viewable on FamilySearch.org.so some data is 
not available 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:  4 Jun 1920 
Address:  Hempstead, Long Island NY 
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Sep 1892 Sugar Grove, Watauga Co. NC  
Died: 25 Jul 1970 Long Branch, Monmouth Co. NJ (in Monmouth Medical Center)   
Find A Grave record: 11013673 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Oakhurst, Monmouth NJ 
Cemetery:  Wayside 
Tombstone: veteran flat: New Jersey Sgt Air Service WWI  
 
Father:  John Wesley Shell, Sr., 11 Aug 1860 Watauga, Watauga NC – 17 Mar 1940 Sugar 
Grove, Watauga NC. Son of Franklin Dugger Shell & Nancy Caroline Shoop. Buried in 
Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Vilas, Watauga NC. 
Find A Grave:  58938401 
 
Mother: Emma Ann Combs Shell, 27 Mar 1871 Sherwood, Watauga NC – 27 Dec 1954 
Sugar Grove, Watauga NC. Daughter of John Pinkney Combs & Mary Amanda McBride. 
Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Vilas, Watauga NC. 
Find A Grave:  58938243 
Parents’ marriage:  1889 Watauga Co. NC 
 
Spouse: Ida E. Valdes Shell, 17 Apr 1892 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 11 Aug 1981 Loch Arbour, 
Monmouth NJ. SSN 077-05-8196. Daughter of Eustace (likely Eustacio) Valdes & 
Magdalene, both b. Cuba. Her father was a cigar maker.  
Ida E. Valdes married on 21 Jun 1915 in Manhattan NY. The record does not list the groom. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 5 Apr 1919 Manhattan NY 
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Children: 

• Jacqueline G. Shell Adriance Phillips, reverted to Shell, 16 Jan 1925 NY – 29 Sep 1986 
Eatontown Borough, Monmouth NJ. Was engaged to George Malloy as of Nov 1942 with a 
wedding planned for Apr 1943 since he was in the US Navy, but the marriage does not 
appear to have occurred. – In Oct 1944, her engagement to Cpl. Howard Frank Adriance 
(1921-2018) of the US Marine Corps was announced. The wedding was planned for his 
return from military service. – Jacqueline Shell was to marry John Thomas Phillips, son of 
Robert Phillips, who was in the US Army under General Patton when their engagement was 
announced in May 1945.  Jacqueline & John married on 3 Feb 1946. They had a daughter, 
Kimberly Phillips. – Served as a Democratic committeewoman from Tinto Falls & was a NJ 
delegate to the 1960 Democratic National Convention. One of the founders of the Unitarian 
Fellowship Church, Red Bank NJ.  

 
Siblings: John Jr. was the 3rd child. 

• Lunda Lorena Shell Lawrence, 28 Jun 1889 Watauga, Watauga NC – 26 Mar 1965 Boone, 
Watauga NC. Married 7 Aug 1909 in Watauga Co. NC to Samuel Grant Lawrence (1887-
1963, F: 68039471). Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Vilas, Watauga NC. F: 
74013121 

• Addie Beulah Shell Hagaman, 10 Dec 1890 Watauga Co. NC – 7 Aug 1984 Boone, Watauga 
NC. Married 29 Aug 1909 in Watauga Co. NC to Fred Corneil Hagaman (1892-1966, F: 
48937696). Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Vilas, Watauga NC. F: 58937744 

• Charles Carter Shell, 16 Aug 1894 Sugar Grove, Watauga NC – 1 Dec 1982 Fall River, Bristol 
MA. Married 8 Oct 1914 in New Bedford, Bristol MA to Yvonne Marie Tetreault (1895-1978). 
They had 3 children between 1915 & 1920. – Married in 1928 in New Bedford, Bristol MA to 
Elizabeth Margaret Moore (1899-1976); they had 3 children. Resident of North Dartmouth 
MA in Jul 1970 when John Jr. died. 

• William Carl Shell, 28 Feb 1896 [1897 on his NC birth record] Sugar Grove, Watauga NC – 10 
May 1961 Norfolk, Norfolk City VA. WWI veteran. Married in 1919 to Pacilla (Vera) Foxwell 
(1900-2003, F: 146655202). They had 4 children. VeraShe married John Aloysius Office 
(1894-1968, F: 146655290) in 1965. – On 2 Jun 1942 in Norfolk VA, William married Virginia 
Beatrice Wiser (1915-2001, F: 172466571). Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Vilas, Watauga NC. F: 74013575 

• Ora Clara Shell Grogan Mast, 16 Nov 1898 Sugar Grove, Watauga NC – 7 Apr 1898 Watauga 
Co. NC – Married 28 Jun 1919 in Watauga Co. NC to Bynum McCoy Grogan (1895-1968, F: 
70919400). Widowed, Ora married widower Arlis McQuin Mast (1901-1977, F: 73183231), 
the son of William Hardy Mast & Nancy Jane Thompson, on 3 Oct 1973 in Campbell Co. VA. 
Ora’s sister Dora Mast had married Arlis’s brother Benjamin Mast. Resident of Lynchburg 
VA in Jul 1970 when her brother John Jr. died. Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Vilas, Watauga NC. F: 74013094 

• Dora Amanda Shell Mast, 5 May 1902 Watauga Co. NC – 20 Oct 1992 Boone, Watauga NC. 
Wife of Benjamin Vardry Mast (1897-1972, F: 34381467), the son of William Hardy Mast & 
Nancy Jane Thompson. Benjamin’s brother Arlis Mast was the 2nd husband of Dora’s sister 
Ora Clara Shell Grogan. Buried in Cove Creek Cemetery, Watauga Co. NC. F: 42363635 

• Albert Donald (“Don”) Shell, 4 May 1907 Watauga Co. NC – 3 Sep 1974 Boone, Watauga 
NC. Married 22 Oct 1955 in Watauga Co. NC to Ivalee Isaacs (1910-1990, F: 74013552). 
Buried in Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Vilas, Watauga NC. F: 74013544 
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• Earl Weldon Shell, 1 Sep 1911 Sugar Grove, Watauga NC – 12 Oct 1961 Boone, Watauga 
NC. – Married Marion R. Potter on 3 Apr 1933 in Camden NC. Her 1st name is also found as 
Marrion. She was the daughter of Ray W. Potter (a Church of God minister) & his wife Lillian. 
The Potter family lived in Pittsfield, Berkshire MA in the 1920 census.  They divorced. But 
Earl’s sister Dora, the informant on his 1961 NC death certificate, says Earl is married & his 
wife is Marion Potter. She is listed as Marion Potters on the NC death record of their son, 
Ronald Earl Shell, who died at age 6 on 2 Dec 1939. In the 1940 census for North 
Wilkesboro, Wilkes NC, Marion Shell (28 MA), divorced, is a lodger in the home of Dr. Earl 
Cooper. She is an assistant secretary for the National Farm Labor Pr. In 1935 she lived in 
Boone, Watauga Co. NC.  – In the 1940 census, Earl Shell (28 NC) is living with wife Anne 
(22 KY) in Cincinnati, Hamilton OH. However, Earl marries Anne Bertha Naegeli, the 
daughter of Henry Naegeli & Mary Morse, on 21 Jul 1941 in Norfolk VA. – Ancestry.com links 
a divorce on 4 Feb 1976 in Caldwell Co. NC to Earl – but he was dead.  

 
Notes:  
 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/64386949/person/372090750383/facts 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
John Wesley Shell listed in NC newspapers (such as "Greensboro Patriot") as son of John 
W. Shell, Rte. 1, Sugar Grove NC   
 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Red Bank [NJ] Daily Record" 27 Jul 1970 p4 - age 77, resident of 5206 Asbury Ave., New 
Shrewsbury NJ. Born Bethel NC, the son of John W. & Emma Shell. Resident of New 
Shrewsbury since 1940, previously lived Franklin Square NJ, WWI Army Air Force veteran. 
Retired 1961 from Earle Naval Ammunition Depot (as materiel control director), an 
employee of 30 years. Survived by wife Ida V., daughter, 2 brothers, 3 sisters 
 
Social Security number: 169-20-1132 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Beaver Dam, Watauga NC 
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John W. Shell, 34 NC, Aug 1860, father b. TN, mother b. NC, married 12 years, farming & 
cabinet work 
Emma C., 30 NC, Mar 1890, parents b. NC, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Lundy L., 10 NC, Jun 1889 
Addie B., 9 NC, Dec 1890 
John Wesley, & NC, Sep 1892 
Charles C., 5 NC, Aug 1894 
William C., 3 NC, Feb 1897 
Orra C., 2 NC, Nov 1898 
& mother Nancy C. Shell, 64 NC, Jan 1836, parents b. NC, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 4 
are living 
 
1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY – Fulton St. – his future wife Ida Valdes 
Eaustace Valdes, 60 Cuba, Sep 1839, parents b. Cuba, emigrated 1873, in US for 27 years, 
alien, married 29 years, cigar maker & seller 
Magdalene, 56 Cuba, Feb 1844, parents b. Cuba, emigrated 1873, in US for 27 years, gave 
birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Joseph, 28 Cuba, Mar 1872, emigrated 1873, in US for 27 years, naturalized, cigar maker & 
seller 
Eaustace, 21 NY, Feb 1879, cigar maker, journeyman 
Edith, 13 NY, Aug 1886, at school 
Ida, 7 NY, Apr 1893, at school 
 
1905 NY state census – Brooklyn, Kings NY – 504 Franklin Ave. – his future wife Ida Valdes 
Eustace Valdes, 65 Cuba, cigarmaker 
Madeline, 58 Cuba, housework 
Joseph, 30 Cuba,, cigar maker 
Eustace, 25 US, school teacher 
Edith, 18 US, bookkeeper 
Ida, 13 US, at school 
 
1910 Beaverdam, Watauga NC – Rusk Branch Rd. 
John W. Shell, 49 NC, parents b. TN, married 21 years, farmer, general farm 
Emma A., 39 NC, parents b. NC, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Wesley, 17 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Charlie, 15 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Carl, 13 NC, farm laborer, home farm 
Clara, 10 NC 
Dora, 8 NC 
Don, 2 NC 
 
1920 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 1235 Bedford Ave. 
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Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/20792970:6061?tid=64386949&pid=372092674917&queryId=1155c68229d3
f9576db40860f60d6474&_phsrc=hFB55358&_phstart=successSource 
Joseph Valdes, 47 Cuba, parents b. Cuba, single, emigrated 1873, naturalized, clerk, 
electrical house 
Madeline Valdes, 75 Cuba, parents b. Cuba, widow, emigrated 1873, alien [mother] 
Eustace H. Valdes, 39 NY, parents b. Cuba, single, floor manager, dance hall [brother] 
John W. Shell, 27 MA, parents b. NC, clerk, US government [lodger – actually Joseph’s 
brother-in-law] 
Ida Shell, 26 NY, parents b. Cuba, clerk, telephone [lodger – actually Joseph & Eustace’s 
sister & Madeline’s daughter] 
 
1925 NY state census – Hempstead, Nassau NY 
John Shell, 33 US, carpenter 
Ida, 33 US, housewife 
Jacqueline, 120 days US 
 
1930 Hempstead, Nassau NY – 23 Lewiston 
John W. Shell, 37 NC, parents b. NC, age 26 at 1st marriage, carpenter, house, WWI veteran 
Ida E., 38 NY, parents b. Cuba, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Jacqueline, 5 NY 
 
1940 Long Branch, Monmoutth NJ – 164 Rosewood – in 1935 in Franklin, South Nassau NY 
John W. Shell, 47 NC, building inspector, War Department 
Ida, 48 NY 
Jacqueline, 15 NY 
 
1950 Shrewsbury, Monmouth NJ 
John W. Shell, 57 NC, construction engineering, Naval Ammunition Depot 
Ida E. Shell, 57 NY [misread & misindexed as Elda] 
John T. Phillips, 28 NJ, painter, retail painting contractor [son-in-law] 
Jacqueline C. Phillips, 25 NJ, census enumerator, US Department of Commerce [daughter] 
 


