DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Shaw, George Ellsworth
1898 WI-1976 WI

George Ellsworth Shaw 29 Apr 1961 -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/154150186/person/102036345022/media/5¢cd96e48-f5ef-
4793-9f00-739f7978ea92?_phsrc=hFB55168&_phstart=successSource


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/154150186/person/102036345022/media/5cd96e48-f5ef-4793-9f00-739f7978ea92?_phsrc=hFB55168&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/154150186/person/102036345022/media/5cd96e48-f5ef-4793-9f00-739f7978ea92?_phsrc=hFB55168&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/154150186/person/102036345022/media/5cd96e48-f5ef-4793-9f00-739f7978ea92?_phsrc=hFB55168&_phstart=successSource

GEORGE E.

SHAW

George E. Shaw, Route 2,
Cornell, died at Lauther
Hospital, Saturday, Jan. 24.
He was born in Holcombe,
Wis., October 16, 1898 in the
wilderness which is now the
Town of Holcombe. He went
to school at Holcombe,
Sheldon and Crane, and
served for one year and eight
months in World War [ in the
US. Army. He was on the
ship Tuscania on February 5,
1918 when it was torpedoed
and sunk.



Obituary of George Ellsworth Shaw — “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 26 Jan 1976 p 4
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Obituary “Eau Claire (WI) Leader Telegram Monday 26 Jan 1976 p 5



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWLX-LZ6Z

Life:

Sixty-three survivors of Tusean-
ia are in Irish hospital. Three
Wisconsin boys are among them:
L. V. Lashua and R. L. Leer of

Chippewa Falls.

Northland and George E. Shaw of|

i

“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 1



“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 1 Aug 1939 p 7
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rl Fox and wolf hunters had a

fleld day at the office of the
county clerk yesterday W"IG:I
0l
.|lows: A. J. Moyer, Eau Claire,
‘two red and one y fox killed
ln the town of Hallle; Ray Eng-
_er, Rt. 8, city, two ned fox killed
y/In the town of Wheaton; Ezra|
| W, Vincent, Rt. 5, city, one red/
fox killed in the town of Au-
burn; Gall Johnson, Rt. 1, Hol.
' combe, three wolves klllcd in
‘the town of Sampsoh, and two
red fox killed in the town of/
Birch Creek; George E. Shaw,|
Rt. 2, Cornell, ree wolves
killed in the town of Cleveland, |
and two red fox killed in the
.jwwn of Birch Creek.

“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 5 Jan 1951 p 6
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“Eau Claire '(Wl) Daily Télegram” Monday 25 Nov 1957 p 3

Father:



Transcription:
"The Trapper Scents the Odor of the
Furs So Sleek and Fine."

"Born June 28, 1849, Died July &, 1930.
One of the first men to homestead at
Little Falls, later Holcombe, Wis. He
came there in 1880 and was the

| grandfather of Bessie (Gary) Blazek
CWS £ SHAW e | Picture courtesy of Mrs. Bessie G.

Born June 28, 1849, Died July 6, 1930. One of the first men 1o Blazek, Miwaukee, Wis."
homastead of u::‘l- Folls,. mn::mh {Vu. mm»m. in
Cibaa o bl K W ‘ on 12 Dec 20

courtesy of Mrs, Bussie G. Blarok, Milwaukes, Wis.
https: //www ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249626/media/9dfb30c5-e389-48c1-bc7d-

2df43e7a47c6

Simone Menier originally shared this



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249626/media/9dfb30c5-e389-48c1-bc7d-2df43e7a47c6
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249626/media/9dfb30c5-e389-48c1-bc7d-2df43e7a47c6
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249626/media/9dfb30c5-e389-48c1-bc7d-2df43e7a47c6

CHARLES E. SHAW.

'| Last rites for Charles E. Shaw,
‘|town of Holcombe's first white settler,|
were performed this week at the Hol-
combe Methodist church with inter-|,
ment in the cemetery at that place.
Mr. Shaw, who was 81 years old, was
+born at Tippicanoe, Ind., June 28,
1849.

He came to Little Falls, now Hol-|
combe, in 1880, and located on a home-
stead, which he cleared and cultivated
and made his home. At that time the
town of Holcombe was wilderness
with no other inhabitants but Indians.
Lumber companies were operating in
the pine region north of there and the
population of the town was comprised
of river drivers who camped along
the shores of the river. To them he
was well known. :

In 1884 Mr. Shaw was united in|
marriage to Esther A. Chamberlin of
Delton, Sauk county, who survives
with five children as follows: Albert
L. Shaw of Shenandoah, Elmer Shaw
of St. Paul, George E. Shaw of Cor-
nell, Ervin Shaw of Holcombe and
Mrs. J. A. Gray of Arnold.

Pallbearers at the funeral were Eu-
gene JuVette, Thad. Loiselle, Fred
Loiselle, K. C. Ecker, Otto Schmid-
ders and O. Dehler. During the serv-
ices, conducted by Rev. McEathron,
Mrs. R. L. Cleaves rendered vocal se-
lections with Mrs, A. Lotz as accom-

panist.
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 16 Jul 1930 p 3

Mother

Esther Almira Chamberlain Shaw, age 50 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249684/media/16b39f51-3bf9-4f35-aac7-
ce3398b52965
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Siblings:

: e B Sesac,

Brother Albert Llewellen Shaw (1885-1975) in 1970 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250028/media/7010ec30-eb1c-4d4d-8d19-
ad78184808ca



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250028/media/7010ec30-eb1c-4d4d-8d19-ad78184808ca
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250028/media/7010ec30-eb1c-4d4d-8d19-ad78184808ca
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250028/media/7010ec30-eb1c-4d4d-8d19-ad78184808ca

12

p.l"hom::?; He is survived by three
the Good Semaritan Home at ST = e, el
Tabor, lowa. Maralyn; two brothers,
3 Shaw wis berm st George E. Shaw of Cornell,
w'-..'w,n. w&-.wmc. s"d
e S At Fon 3randcblld;' n u;du;'e::tl
A. Shaw. In 1886 the family :
moved to what was called s:’ndchndnn also nices
Little Falls and later named 3y "o o, 27008 them
Holcombe. They lived on a . Gary (Bessie) Blazek
. homestead there where he COf Wadena, Minn., Mrs.
attended the Russiow School :"8‘"'6"7“51 Paul,
and later did photography inn., and Mrs. Gary
work. He also worked in | Marion) Lyon of Hayward
lumber camps. On July 8 Wis.; and his sister-in-law,
1914 he married Esther P Mirs- Elmer Shaw of St. Paul,

i
|
;
%
i

death at Clarinda. lowa. |>iSters. Lucy, Belle and
. Nettie.

Several years ago Mr. Shaw Basiads wia tiide 5

Good Samaritan Home st ‘Shenandoah; lowa
Ty. lm- m.
Obituary of Albert Llewellyn Shaw - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 17 Nov 1975 p 4
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Obituary of sister Laura Isabelle Shaw Gary (1888-1964) — Find A grave 201460487
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DEATH AT HOLCOMBE.

Robert Shaw, aged 30 years, died at
the home of his mother, Esther Shaw,
at Holcombe, from consumption. The
young man was born  .at Holcombe.
Interment will take place this after-
noon. : =

Death of brother Robert Spencer Shaw (1891-1912) - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram”
(Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 25Jan1912p 3
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ELMER CHARLES SHAW
IZlmer C. Shaw, 75, passed
away October 18 at the Crosby,
Minnesota, Hospital after a

Mr. Shaw was born December
15, 1893, at Little Falls,

later moved to Holcombe and  Hewas preceded in death by
then to St. Paul, Minnesota, ‘gv‘:';n:: "“’“"“;;
where they lived until six years  F : Freddie

8go when they retired and infancy; three sisters, Lucy as

:
5

}ldu'd&.l’nl; one grand- (‘Nh = at Litle Falls
; one s WAL -

ond il o g moad -Shaw's taeral was o te
grand-<daughter; three brothers, Carlson Home in St
idbert Shaw of Shenandoah, Paul on October 21 with the Rev.
lowa, George Shaw of Cornell, | Leslie Knee officiating at the
{nd Erwin Shaw of Bartlesville, . | 11:00a.m. service. Burial was at
ém; also many nieces | the Oakridge Cemetery at
d nephews ' Elmwood.

Obituary of brother Elmer Charles Shaw (1893-1969) — “Chippewa Herald-Telegram”
(Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 4 Nov 1969 p 4 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/417663183/?focus=0.2729464%2C0.61960566%2C
0.39180028%2C0.96992946&xid=3355



https://www.newspapers.com/image/417663183/?focus=0.2729464%2C0.61960566%2C0.39180028%2C0.96992946&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/417663183/?focus=0.2729464%2C0.61960566%2C0.39180028%2C0.96992946&xid=3355
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Elmer Charles Shaw & wife Nina Smith Shaw - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216249336/media/4ae7ef26-48cd-4b1c-95a5-
b9a33f6224d1

Elmer Charles Shaw’s tombstoneshows incorrect death year of 1970 instead of correct
1969 - Find A Grave
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Sister Nettie Myrtle Shaw (1897-1922), in 1918 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250034/media/5eefda95-0540-489a-84f2-
f10f626a3d45

Brother Erwin Carlton Shaw (1900-1990) on 29 Apr 1971 -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250037/media/052aede5-459¢c-4d38-a212-
fff90c19099a



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250034/media/5eefda95-0540-489a-84f2-f10f626a3d45
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250034/media/5eefda95-0540-489a-84f2-f10f626a3d45
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250034/media/5eefda95-0540-489a-84f2-f10f626a3d45
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250037/media/052aede5-459c-4d38-a212-fff90c19099a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250037/media/052aede5-459c-4d38-a212-fff90c19099a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/171062725/person/312216250037/media/052aede5-459c-4d38-a212-fff90c19099a
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homestead. He attended grade
school in Holcombe, and Chip-
pewa Falls Senior High School.

He farmed the homestead after
the death of his father in 1931. He
also worked at the Comnell paper

Survivors include four nieces,
Bessie Blazek of Wadena, Minn.,

Margaret of St. Paul, Minn,,
Marion LGyfz of Hayward, and
Catherine Reith of Milwaukec;
two nephews, James Gary of Bay-
field, and George of St. Cloud,
Minn. x 1

He was preceded in death by his
parents; five brothers, Robert,
Albert, Elmer, George, and Fred-
die in infancy; three sisters, Neittie
Shaw, Laura Gary, and Lucy in
infancy.

The funeral service and com-
mittal service were held Dec. 28,
at Smumoff Funeral Home-Chape!.
Burial was in White Rose Cemet-
ery, Bartlesville, Okla.

Obituary of Erwin Carlton Shaw - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI)
Wednesday 9Jan 1991 p 2

Name: George Ellsworth Shaw

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private

Serial number: not listed on incoming passenger list, or Wl Veterans Museum or Veterans
Administration Master Index

Entered service from: Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: George Ellsworth Shaw

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Robert Stewart, 303 Bridge St., Chippewa Falls WI
Returned from war on: Pocahontas" Feb 1919,

Sailed on return ship as: George E. Shaw

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Ester Stewart, 225 Spring St., Chippewa Falls WI
(pvt, 107th Supply Train, no serial #) (no serial # assigned in WI Vets Museum database either)
World War | draft registration (1917):

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Cornell Wood Products Co., Cornell WI (1939
NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors) (1955 address adds: Rte 2)

World War Il draft registration (1942): as George Ellsworth Shaw -b. 16 Oct 1898
Holcombe WI; res: Clevland [sic/Cleveland], Chippewa WI. Mailing address: Cornell WI.
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NOK Myra Shaw [no address]. Employed by U.S., Cornell, Chippewa WI. Height: 5’10” -
150 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 15Jul 1917

Discharged: 7 Mar 1919

Address: Cornell WI

Rank/unit: private, Co. A, 107" Supply Train

Birth & death:

Born: 16 Oct 1898 Holcombe, Chippewa WiI

Died: 24 Jan 1976 Eau Claire Co., WI (Luther Hospital, Eau Claire - last residence: Rte 2, Cornell WI)
Find A Grave record: 201462340 — presence on Tuscania indicated in flower & text

Burial location: Holcomb, Chippewa WI

Cemetery: Holcombe (Holcombe Protestant)

Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army World War |

Father: Charles Elmer Shaw, 28 Jun 1849 Tippecanoe, Marshall IN —Jul 1930 WI. Son of
Robert Tennant Shaw & Elizabeth Earl. Buried in Holmombe Cemetery, Holcombe,
Chippewa WI.

Find A Grave: 201460262

Mother: Esther Almyra Chamberlain Shaw, 1858 Delton, Sauk WI [also found as 9 Oct
1868]- 17 Mar 1941 WI. Daughter of Fred M. Chamberlain & Alzina Smith McCracken.
Buried in Holcombe Cemetery, Holcombe, Chippewa WI.

Find A Grave: 201460291

Parents’ marriage: 2 Mar 1884 Drywood, Arthur, Chippewa Co. WI

Spouse: Myra Cecelia Nicolai Shaw, 2 Apr 1890 Chippewa Co. WI-18 Jan 1995 Chippewa
Falls, Chippewa WI. SSN 399-44-6374. Daughter of August Herman Nicolai (1866-1911, F:
102235945) & Mary A. Gebert (1870-1950, F: 135908539). Buried in Holcombe Cemetery,
Holcombe, Chippewa WI.

Spouse Find A Grave: 201462102

Marriage: 7 Jul 1922 in Winona Co. MN

Children:

Siblings:

e Albert Llewellen (Llewellyn on WWI & WWII draft registrations) Shaw, 21 Feb 1885 Drywood,
Chippewa WI {WI birth record: Anson, Chippewa WI] - 15 Oct 1975 Tabor, Fremont IA.
Husband of Esther Pauline Johnson (1887 NE — 1945 IA, F: 171580503) whom he married 8
Jul 1914 in Chippewa Co. WI. He shares a tombstone with Helen M. Eaton, listed in census
records as his housekeeper. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Shenandoah, Page IA. F;
120195092
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Notes:

Lucy Anna Shaw, 23 Jan 1887 Little Falls [now called Holcombe], Chippewa Co. WI-13 Feb
1887 Little Falls [now called Holcombe], Chippewa Co. WI.

Laura Isabelle Shaw Gary, 6 Mar 1888 Little Falls [now called Holcombe], Chippewa Co. WI
—9 May 1964 WI. Married 29 Apr 1911 in Moorhead MN to James Arthur Gary (1882-1965, F:
201460646). Survived by 6 children besides her husband. Buried in Holcombe Cemetery,
Holcombe, Chippewa WI. F: 201460487

Robert Spencer Shaw, 9 Jul 1891 Holcombe, Chippewa WI - 24 Jan 1912 Holcombe,
Chippewa WI. Died of tuberculosis at his mother’s home. Buried in Holcombe Cemetery,
Holcombe, Chippewa WI. F: 201460392

Freddie Shaw, 4 Sep 1892 Arthur, Chippewa WI - ca. 1893 Holcombe, Chippewa WI.

Elmer Charles Shaw, 15 Dec 1893 Little Falls [now called Holcombe], Chippewa WI-18
Oct 1969 Crosby, Crow Wing MN. Listed as Elmer P. in the 1900 census. Served in WWIl as a
corporal, 264™ Prisoner of War Escort Co. Attended Northland College (Ashland WI). Taught
school. Married Sep 1920 to Nina Minerva Smith (1900-1981, F: 115846105), daughter of
Nathaniel B. Smith & Minda Ann Krammes. Lived in Holcombe WI, then St. Paul MN, then
retired to Crosby MN. His tombstone shows the wrong death year (1970) which is negated
by the appearance of his obituary in Oct 1969. Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Spring Valley,
Pierce WI. F: 115846155

Nettie Myrtle Shaw, 7 May 1896 [tombstone] or 1897 [WI birth record] Holcombe, Chippewa
WI [WI birth record: Arthur, Chippewa WI]-14 [or 127] Sep 1922 La Crosse, La Crosse WI.
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, La Crosse, La Crosse WI. F: 140432115

Erwin Carlton Shaw, 22 Apr 1900 Holcombe, Chippewa WI - 24 Dec 1990 Dewey,
Washington Co. OK. Erwin C. Shaw married Alice Sweeney on 30 Jun 1930 in Chippewa Co.
WI. Is this him?- Husband of Rose Ann Bostraoth, b. IL (as listed on son Robert’s NH
marriage record) or Rose Ann, b. KS ca. 1895 in 1950 census - a different Rose?). Her
surname also found as Postrach. Had son Robert Eugene Shaw (1928 KS-1980 FL). In the
1920 & 1930 censuses, listed as single (but what about Robert’s birth in 19287?). In 1940
census, listed as divorced. In 1950 census, Erin (49 WI) lived with Rose (55 KS) in Wichita,
Sedgwick KS. He worked in a meat-packing plant. Find A Grave record as of 8 Nov 2022
reads Erevin Shaw. Buried in White Rose Cemetery, Bartlesville, Washington Co. OK. F:
38932940

Pre-war:

Wartime:

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 — “Tuscania Survivors —

Maybe

His Name Is Here!” — one is George Ellsworth Shaw, Chippewa Falls WI

Post-war:

Obituary:
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 26 Jan 1976 p 4: Tuscania survivor. Married 7 Jul
1922 to Myra Nicolai. She died 8 Jun 1965. Employed by Cornell Wood Products 15 years. Cornell
WI postmaster for 7 years; retired Mar 1967. Only 1 survivor: brother Erwin (plus nieces &
nephews). Son of Charles E. & Esther A. Shaw - burial in Holcombe Cemetery.

Social Security number: 393-05-5821
Censuses:

1900 Arthur, Chippewa WI

Charles E. Shaw, 50 IN, Jun 1849, parents b. NY, married 17 years, farmer

Esther A., 31 WI, Oct 1868, father b. MA, mother b. VT, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living
Alburt L., 15 WI, Feb 1885, at school

Isabell L., 12 WI, Mar 1888, at school

Robbert S., 9 WI, Jul 1890, at school

Elmer P., 5WI, Dec 1894, at school

Nettie (indexed as Mattie), M. 3 WI, May 1897

George E., 2WI, Oct 1898]

1905 WI state census — Holcombe, Chippewa WiI
Chas. E. Shaw, 55 IN, father b. NY, mother b. England, farmer
Esther A., 35 WI, father b. MA, mother b. VT, house keeper

1910 Holcombe, Chippewa WI

Charles Shaw, 59 IN, father b. NY, mother b. NJ, married 26 years, farmer, farm
Esther, 39 WI, father b. MA, mother b. VT, gave birth to 9 children, 7 are living
Robert S., 19 WI, farm

Almer E., 16 WI, farm

Nettie M., 13 WI

George E., 11 WI

E. Irvine C., 8 WI

1920 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI - Superior St. — conducted 7 Jun 1920
George Shaw, 21 WI, father b. IN, mother b. WI, single, farmer
Erwin Shaw, 19 Wi, father b. IN, mother b. WI, single, farmer [brother]

1930 Cornell, Chippewa WI-212 S. 4* St.

George E. Shaw, 32 WI, father b. IN, mother b. WI, age 23 at 1= marriage, clerical, wood
products mill, WWI veteran

Myra O., 39 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, age 31 at 1** marriage

1940 Cleveland, Chippewa WI - County 2 —in rural Chippewa Co. Wl in 1935
George E. Shaw, 41 WI, postmaster, post office
Myra, 50 WI, resort operator, resort
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& hired girl Frances Hattamer, 21 WI

1950 Cleveland, Chippewa WI - on river of Co. |
George E. Shaw, 59 WI, resort work & bees, resort
Myra C., 60 WI, resort work, resort



