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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Samson, Charles Leonard 
1876 IL – 1938 IL 
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Charles Leonard Samson – “Chicago Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

 
Charles Leonard Samson - president of the Urbana (IL) High School graduating class of 1906 – 

‘Champaign County Herald” (Urbana IL) Wednesday 10 Jun 1896 p 1 
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Obituary – “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 30 Oct 1938 p 22 

 

 
“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 30 Oct 1938 p 22 

 
Life: 
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“Chicago Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Both from “Chicago Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQN7-J63Z 

 
 

 
U of IL catalog 1913 – PAGE 285 (baccalaureate alumni) 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1129240:2203?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ccf16a2cdaed38787dbf42e8e91cd4a&_phsrc=
hFB52627&_phstart=successSource 

 
“Champaign County Herald” (Urbana IL) Wednesday 10 Jun 1896 p 1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQN7-J63Z
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IL, Cook County Deaths - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LD5V-4ML 

 
Wife 
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Loula – “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 13 Sep 1931 p 47 
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“Chicago Tribune” Friday 11 Sep 1936 p 7 
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MA marriage record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139559-
00223?pId=12102576 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139559-00223?pId=12102576
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139559-00223?pId=12102576
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“Suburban Economist” (Chicago IL) Friday 29 Mar 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 14 Feb 1932 p 105 
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IL, Cook County Deaths - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LD5V-4ML 

 
 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/80240175/person/40416602680/media/4841d7b7-5e78-416b-9007-858cc5cefd7f 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/80240175/person/40416602680/media/4841d7b7-5e78-416b-9007-858cc5cefd7f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/80240175/person/40416602680/media/4841d7b7-5e78-416b-9007-858cc5cefd7f
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Will of Nelson Willard Samson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3244481:9048?tid=80240175&pid=150013486278&queryId=45675703c2935b2bf6a8
e79123c77b45&_phsrc=hFB52588&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3244481:9048?tid=80240175&pid=150013486278&queryId=45675703c2935b2bf6a8e79123c77b45&_phsrc=hFB52588&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3244481:9048?tid=80240175&pid=150013486278&queryId=45675703c2935b2bf6a8e79123c77b45&_phsrc=hFB52588&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3244481:9048?tid=80240175&pid=150013486278&queryId=45675703c2935b2bf6a8e79123c77b45&_phsrc=hFB52588&_phstart=successSource
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“Champaign (IL) Daily News” Thursday 9 May 1912 p 1 

 
 
 
 



17 
 

 



18 
 

 



19 
 

 

 
“Urbana (IL) Courier-Herald” Saturday 18 May 1912 p 5 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 
“Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Tuesday 11 Jan 1927 p 3 



20 
 

 

 
“Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Friday 16 Sep 1927 p 3 

 

 
“Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Friday 26 Aug 1910 p 3 
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George Roy Samson – U of IL 1913 catalog (baccalaureate alumni) – page 286 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1129240:2203?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ccf16a2cdaed38787dbf42e8e91cd4a&

_phsrc=hFB52628&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Sister Inez Rose Samson (1872-1971) - U of IL catalog 1913 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1129240:2203?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ccf16a2cdaed38787dbf42e8e91cd4a&

_phsrc=hFB52627&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Half-siblings: by his father’s 1st marriage, to Amanda Pumphry 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45461319:61675 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45461319:61675
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Cook Co. IL death record of half-sister Harriet M. Samson Biddecome Brace (1851/1853 – 

1900) - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7CK-7NG 
 

Half-siblings: by his mother Georgena’s 1st marriage, to William H. Blair 
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Marriage of half-sister Ada Blair (1864-1932) to Noah Corbin – “Champaign County Herald” 

(Urbana IL) Wednesday 16 Mar 1887 p 1 
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Marriage of Florence Blair (1868-1949) to William Grant – “Champaign County Herald” 

(Urbana IL) Wednesday 17 Jul 1889 p 1 
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Obituary of Florence Blair’s husband William Robert Grant – “Champaign (IL) News-Gazette” 

Wednesday 24 Aug 1932 p 2 
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Marriage of half-sister Willa H. Blair (1871-1946) to Oliver Roy Palmer – “Champaign 

County Herald” Wednesday 7 Mar 1894 p 1 
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“Champaign Daily Gazette” (Urbana IL) Tuesday 6 Nov 1917 p 4 
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Obituary of Willa Blair Palmer – she is survived by her half-sisters, not sisters - “Urbana (IL) 

Evening Courier” Monday 7 Jan 1946 p 3 
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Name:  Samson, Charles Leonard 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers in WWI were not assigned serial numbers 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles Leonard Samson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Loula Jay Samson, 6730 Perry Ave., Chicago IL 
Returned from war on: "Calamares" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Charles L. Samson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Loula Jay Samson, 6730 Perry St., Chicago IL 
(captain, Co. A, 132nd Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  25 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  29 Aug 1919 
Address:  8233 Avalon Ave., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:    captain, 132nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   16 Dec 1876 Deers, Champaign IL  
Died: 28 Oct 1938 Hines, Cook IL (IL, Cook Co. Deaths) (in Hines Veterans Admin Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: burial info in Cook Co. death record - private services noted in 
obituary: "Chicago Tribune" 30 Oct 1938 p 22    
Burial location:  Hillside, Cook IL 
Cemetery:  Oakridge (now Oakridge-Glen Oak)  
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Nelson Willard Samson, 28 Feb 1829 Wardsville, Middlesex, Ontario, Canada – 9 
May 1912 Champaign Co. IL. Although born in Canada, his father was an American citizen 



30 
 

 

from Syracuse NY. Son of Willard Fremont Samson & Margaret Marr. In 1837, the family 
moved to Marshall Co. IN.  
His first wife was Amanda Melvina Pumphry, born 1833 in Plymouth, Devon, England, 
whom he married 14 May 1850 in Plymouth, Marshall Co. IN. They had 7 children, 6 of 
whom lived to adulthood. Amanda was either dead or divorced by Dec 1874, when Nelson 
remarried. 
In the 1850 census, Amanda appears twice, both times in “My District” in Marshall Co. IN. 
In one record (dated 9 Sep 1850), Amanda Pumphry (age 18) lives with her parents Amos 
Pumphry (50 VA) & Polly Pumphry (38 KY). In another record (undated), Nelson Samson 
(21) lives with his wife Amanda Samson (18).  
In 1854 Nelson moved to Champaign Co. IL. After the death of Amanda, he married widow 
Georgena Leonard Blair. They had 3 children: Charles, George & Inez.  
Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Sidney, Champaign IL. In his will, Nelson had directed 
that a tombstone be inscribed with his name & dates & that of his wives Amanda & 
Georgena on each side. His tombstone is not pictured on Find A Grave; his wife Georgena 
is buried in a different cemetery.  
Find A Grave:  143208901 
 
Mother: Georgena Charlotte Leonard Blair Samson, 12 Jul 1845 IL – 3 Jan 1922 Champaign 
Co. IL. Daughter of Phillip Leonard & Angelina E. Williams. 
First married to William H. Blair (4 Dec 1834 – 26 Jun 1874) whom Georgena married in 
1864. He is buried in Rose Cemetery, Bismarck, Vermilion IL, F: 11021320.  
Second wife of Nelson Willard Samson. 
Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Urbana, Champaign IL. 
Find A Grave:  141567676 
Parents’ marriage:  9 Dec 1874 Vermilion Co. IL 
 
Spouse:  Loula Jay or Hortense Womack Meek Samson, 18 Mar 1868 Waco, McLennan TX – 
11 Nov 1941 Chicago, Cook IL. Daughter of Thomas J. Womack & Mary Greenwade.  
Loula Hortense Womack had married on 28 Dec 1895 in Bexar Co. TX to Alexander 
Beaufort Meek (17 Nov 1865 – 18 Nov 1914, buried in Friendship Cemetery, Columbus, 
Lowndes MS, F: 13324452).  He had previously been married to Matilda E. Seth (on 15 Sep 
1891 in Lamar Co. TX). 
In the 1900 census for Waco, McLennan TX, Alexander B. Meek (35 MS, father b. AL, 
mother b. TX, b. Nov 1865), a commercial traveler, lived with his wife Lula Meek (32 TX, 
father b. MS, mother b. KY, b. Mar 1868). They had been married 4 years and Lula had no 
children.  
According to the Cook Co. IL death record, she is buried in Oak Woods Cemetery, Chicago, 
Cook IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 12 Sep 1910 Boston MA. It was George’s 1st marriage. She says “2nd D&W”. If this 
stands for “divorced & widowed,” she would have had to be divorced from Alexander Meek 
by 1910; he died in 1914. 
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Children: 
 
Siblings:  Charles was the oldest of his full siblings.  

• George Robert Samson, 1879 – 11 Jan 1927 Linn Co. OR. Resident of Corvallis OR in May 
1912 when his father died. Buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton OR. F: 
27647657 

• Inez Rose Samson, 9 Jan 1872 Deers, Champaign IL – Nov 1971. Residing with her parents 
at 311 W. High St., Urbana IL In May 1912 when her father died. Buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Urbana, Champaign IL. F: 141567651  

 
Half-siblings: by his father Nelson Samson’s 1st marriage, to Amanda Pumphry 

• Harriet/Harriett M. Samson Biddlecome Brace, ca. 1851 IN (ca. 1853 IN, Cook Co. IL death 
record) – 30 Jan 1900 Chicago, Cook IL. Married in 1873 in Champaign Co. IL to Joseph 
Whitney Biddlecome, a Civil War veteran (bugler), who died 14 Mar 1876 in Champaign Co. 
IL & is buried in Old Homer Cemetery, Homer, Champaign IL, F: 25449397. Under the name 
of Harriet M. Brace, she applied for his war pension on 13 Jul 1889. She had 2 children, Earl 
Biddlecome & Maude Biddlecome Stewart, who inherit her share of her father Nelson 
Samson’s estate (died May 1912). When she died, she is listed as married; her surname is 
Brace. The Cook Co. IL death record says she was cremated at Graceland. Not on Find A 
Grave as of 11 Oct 2022. 

• Emma Samson Howser, 6 Jul 1856 Champaign Co. IL – 7 Nov 1944 Urbana, Champaign IL. 
Wife of Leonidas H. Howser (1846-1917, F: 1382086115). Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Urbana, Champaign IL. F: 138208694 

• Amos Roland Samson, 1857 IL - 6 Apr 1899 Boise, Ada ID. Husband of Liberty (Libbie) Cole 
(1861-1930, F: 147596066); four daughters survived him. Libbie later married John J. Neal 
(1869-1924, F: 62080690). Amos is buried in Pioneer Cemetery, Boise, Ada ID. F: 43878692 

• America Elizabeth Samson Conant, Dec 1861 [also found as 25 Dec 1859] Champaign Co. 
IL – 27 Nov 1940 Lewiston, Nez Perce ID. On her marriage license, her name is listed as 
Mackie Samson. Wife of Dr. Jesse L. Conant (1856-1910, F: 24420780). They obtained a 
marriage license on 2 Jul 1883 in NE; she resided in Fort Calhoun NE. Widow of Dr. J. C. 
Conant & resident of Weiser ID in May 1912 when her father died. Buried in Hillcrest 
Cemetery, Weiser, Washington Co. IL. F: 24420748 

• John Franklin (“Frank”) Samson, 9 Jun 1864 IL – 7 Oct 1944 Cashmere, Chelan WA. 
Resident of Oroville WA in May 1912. Husband of Olive Knight (1866-1934, F: 119330909). 
Buried in Oroville Riverview Cemetery, Oroville, Okanogan WA. F: 119330851 

• Mae Samson Burdic [Burdick], Oct 1866 IL – 18 Jan 1932 Jackson Co. OR. Listed as Mrs. R.L. 
Burdick of Ashland OR in her father’s May 1912 obituary. Wife of Ruric Lester (R.L.) Burdic 
(1895-1989, F: 79419774), whom she married in 1888. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Ashland, Jackson OR. F: 66322918 

• One died in childhood.  
 
 
 
 
Half-siblings: by his mother Georgena Leonard’s 1st marriage, to William H. Blair 
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• Ada B. Blair Corbin, 4 Sep 1864 [1865 on tombstone] Danville, Vermilion IL – 10 Mar 1932 
Urbana, Champaign IL. Wife of Noah W. Corbin (1858-1938, F: 141413111). Buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Urbana, Champaign IL. F: 141413067 

• Florence Blair Grant, 1868 IL – 1949. Wife of William Robert Grant (1862-1932, F: 
141413552) whom she married 16 Jul 1889. Buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Urbana, 
Champaign IL. F: 141413623 

• Willa H. Blair Palmer, 7 Jul 1871 Vermilion Co. IL – 6 Jan 1946. Wife of Oliver Roy Palmer 
(1872-1917, F: 141567507) whom she married in 1894 in Champaign Co. IL. Buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Urbana, Champaign IL. F: 141567554 

  
Notes:  
 
Pre-war:  
 
University of Illinois graduate 1902 in mechanical engineering 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chicago Examiner” - 1918 address: 6730 Perry Ave., Chicago IL - wife also listed as at 730 
Perry Ave.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chicago Tribune" 30 Oct 1938 p 22 – Survived by widow Loula Jay Samson. Private funeral 
services held that day; no burial information in obituary. Tuscania survivor. Mechanical 
engineer, died at age 60, WWI veteran, awarded Distinguished Service medal, formerly 
with Amalgamated Machinery Co.  
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1870 Sidney, Champaign IL 
Nelson Samson, 40 Canada, farmer 
Martha, 35 IN, keeping house 
Harriet, 19 IN, at home 
Emma, 14 IL 
Roland, 12 IL 
Amelia, 8 IL 
Franklin, 6 IL 
Mary, 4 IL 
& 2 farm laborers, Hugh Hunt (21) & Hiram Bradley (15) 
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1880 Sidney, Champaign IL – conducted 16 Jun 1880 
Nelson Samson, 52 Canada, farmer 
Georganna Samson, 45 IL, keeping house 
Roland Samson, 21 IL, teaching school [son of Amanda] 
America Samson, 18 IL, teaching school [daughter of Amanda] 
Frank Samson, 15 IL [son of Amanda] 
Mary Samson, 13 IL [daughter of Amanda] 
Charly, 3 IL [son of Georgena] 
George, 1 IL [son of Georgena] 
Hatta Biddlecome, 29 IL [daughter – nee Harriet Samson - of Amanda] 
Louisa Biddlecome, 5 IL [listed as daughter, but a daughter of Harriet, not Nelson] 
Maud Biddlecome, 3 IL [listed as daughter, but a daughter of Harriet, not Nelson] 
Ada Blare [sic/Blair], 14 IL [stepdaughter – Georgena’s daughter by 1st husband William H. 
Blair] 
Florance Blare, 12 IL [stepdaughter] 
William Blare, 8 IL [listed as son but this is stepdaughter Willa] 
 
 
1900 Urbana, Champaign IL – 311 High St. 
Nelson Samson, 71 England Canada, Feb 1829, father b. NY, mother b. Canada, married 
25 years, landlord 
Georgena C., 54 IL, Aug 1845, father b. KY, mother b. England, gave birth to 6 children, 6 
are living [this counts her 3 children by William H. Blair as well as her 3 children by Nelson 
Samson] 
Charles L., 24 IL, Jan 1876, at school 
George R., 20 IL, Aug 1879, at school 
Inez R., 18 IL, Jan 1882, at school 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – 225 Marquette Rd. – note Loula reports being 9 years older than 
Charles 
Charles L. Samson, 42 IL, father b. Canada (England), mother b. KY, engineer, mechanical 
Loula Jay, 51 TX, father b. MS, mother b. KY, reader, professional [sic] 
 
1930 Chicago, Cook IL – 7416 Bennett Ave. – note Charles has aged 6 years since the 1920 census 
& Loula is 3 years younger than 10 years ago] 
Charles Samson, 48 IL, father b. Canada (England), mother b. KY, age 28 at 1st marriage, engineer, 
factory, WWI veteran 
Loula, 48 TX, father b. MS, mother b. KY, teacher, music school, age 28 at 1st marriage 
[this entry is crossed through with note: house closed] 
 
 


