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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

One of the Spooner (WI) boys 
Shaffer, Henry Willard 

1898 OH – 1984 CA 
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Photograph from Spooner (WI) Advocate, February 15, 1918, page 4 
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Nellie (Chamberlain) & Henry Willard Shaffer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/65ad071e-edc5-4de1-bc04-
661d124c4841?_phsrc=hFB54981&_phstart=successSource 
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The Shaffer family ca. 1900: father George, mother May, older brother Harold Cleo and infant Henry 

Willard 
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Henry Willard Shaffer (at right) with daughter Vivian & son Eugene (Gene) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/a5b3b34d-9058-420f-9783-

cbd96cf4eaa3?_phsrc=hFB54985&_phstart=successSource 
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Nellie Mae (Chamberlain) and Henry Shaffer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/e49c493e-488a-4e03-aaf3-

c85d0c6b1dba?_phsrc=hFB54986&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/22858046/person/1314649664/media/3f69e4b6-c3e4-4533-a6bb-
39ff71aec79d?_phsrc=hFB54987&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/e49c493e-488a-4e03-aaf3-c85d0c6b1dba?_phsrc=hFB54986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/e49c493e-488a-4e03-aaf3-c85d0c6b1dba?_phsrc=hFB54986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/e49c493e-488a-4e03-aaf3-c85d0c6b1dba?_phsrc=hFB54986&_phstart=successSource
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Wedding photo on 2 Feb 1952 in San Diego Co. CA: from left Henry Willard Shaffer, his wife Nellie 

Mae (Chamberlain) Shaffer, their son (the groom) Eugene (Gene) Shaffer, his bride Donna Sheffield, 
mother of the bride Beverly Mae (Madox) Sheffield & father of the bride Harry Wilbur Sheffield - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2336101/person/-
1838691105/media/6d389e65-dfed-425d-a139-

5239921556ee?_phsrc=hFB54977&_phstart=successSource 
 

  
 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/1762ae8f-056d-4770-9afd-
9288cf5836e4?_phsrc=hFB54978&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2336101/person/-1838691105/media/6d389e65-dfed-425d-a139-5239921556ee?_phsrc=hFB54977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2336101/person/-1838691105/media/6d389e65-dfed-425d-a139-5239921556ee?_phsrc=hFB54977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2336101/person/-1838691105/media/6d389e65-dfed-425d-a139-5239921556ee?_phsrc=hFB54977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/1762ae8f-056d-4770-9afd-9288cf5836e4?_phsrc=hFB54978&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/1762ae8f-056d-4770-9afd-9288cf5836e4?_phsrc=hFB54978&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/1762ae8f-056d-4770-9afd-9288cf5836e4?_phsrc=hFB54978&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/246f445b-3c38-4ceb-80ff-
ff1a747edeb2?_phsrc=hFB54979&_phstart=successSource 
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Hiram Chamberlain with children Nellie (with Henry), Rose, and Charles with Evelyn 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSfn=henry&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=6&GScntry=4&GS

ob=n&GRid=116959882&df=all& 
and 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSiman=1&GScid=1447268&GRid=116959882& 

FindAGrave Record #116959882 
 
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSfn=henry&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=6&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=116959882&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSfn=henry&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=6&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=116959882&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSfn=henry&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=6&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=116959882&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSiman=1&GScid=1447268&GRid=116959882&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=shaffer&GSiman=1&GScid=1447268&GRid=116959882&
http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=65150395&pid=40133636695&iid=c8285e27-9e35-4e95-854f-c97fabc6b128&src=search
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/560f843a-9476-447b-86c9-
a85ed9967528?_phsrc=hFB54982&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/560f843a-9476-447b-86c9-a85ed9967528?_phsrc=hFB54982&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/560f843a-9476-447b-86c9-a85ed9967528?_phsrc=hFB54982&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/560f843a-9476-447b-86c9-a85ed9967528?_phsrc=hFB54982&_phstart=successSource


11 
 

 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40133636694/media/9aafb987-dda2-455e-80be-
cce7fb23db0a?_phsrc=hFB54983&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=65150395&pid=40133636695&iid=92d972fc-eb92-47cf-b410-2afcccbe6d7f&src=search
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WWII draft registration 14 Feb 1942 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H44S-
8?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWGL-H3W2 
 
 
Below: The Chula Vista (CA) Star-News 23 Jul 1967 p 2 notes Henry’s speech at a meeting about 
land development. Mrs. Faye Brice in her two-hour “sermon” to the city council about developing 
100 acres with federal aid linked the plan to a nationwide conspiracy against private property. The 
development of a rapid mass transit system was part of the plot. Also speaking was Henry W. 
Shaffer, whose address is listed as 4017 – 40th Street in San Diego. Henry is quoted as “Why don’t 
you label them for what they are. This is communism at its finest workings. It is the product of 
Moscow.” Henry identified himself afterwards and added, “I laid my life on the block for this 
country in World War I.” 
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“Chula Vista (CA) Star” Friday 24 May 1940 p 8 

 
 

 
Children: 
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Son Harold Cecil Shaffer (1921-1983), ca. 1945 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/65150395/person/40133635731/media/376d9085-e478-4232-9292-c1c6347974dc 
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Marriage of son Harold C. Shaffer (1894-1975) to Katherine E. Daley on 15 Sep 1946 in NJ – left:  

“Hackensack (NJ) Record” Monday 23 Sep 1946 p 14 – right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/100241767/person/190001409211/media/c7a8be70-d1b5-4a86-a0af-

b1e99b3b38a2?_phsrc=hFB54995&_phstart=successSource 
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Daughter Vivian Shaffer Augustine (1923-2012), Hoover High School, San Diego CA 1939 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/366499914:1265 
 

 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sandiegouniontribune/name/vivian-augustine-
obituary?pid=161975333 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/366499914:1265
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Wedding photo on 2 Feb 1952 in San Diego Co. CA of Eugene Edward (Gene) Shaffer & Donna 

Sheffield - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/65150395/person/40133636697/media/d8fdae01-f762-44d6-a197-4ae5722e1ff0 

 
Father: 
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Father George Allen Shaffer, Doris Madsen Shaffer (Werden’s wife) & mother May Glenna Shaffer – 

Jun 1937, Dairyland, Douglas WI –  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/26cd6086-27c0-4632-95f9-
191bacc4cb92?_phsrc=hFB55002&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/26cd6086-27c0-4632-95f9-191bacc4cb92?_phsrc=hFB55002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/26cd6086-27c0-4632-95f9-191bacc4cb92?_phsrc=hFB55002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/26cd6086-27c0-4632-95f9-191bacc4cb92?_phsrc=hFB55002&_phstart=successSource
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Werden Lionel Shaffer (left) with mother May Glenna Farrar Shaffer & father George Allen Shaffer – 

Dairyland, Douglas WI Jul 1938 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/9b348af5-774a-425c-be76-

b193066b6a0d?_phsrc=hFB55003&_phstart=successSource 
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May Glenna Farrar & Milton Farrar, ca. 1886 South Vienna OH - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/242193cd-d97a-4ee1-8800-

fc7240312209?_phsrc=hFB55001&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/ad426db6-8c83-407e-87ca-
c137d7e07aa6?_phsrc=hFB55005&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/242193cd-d97a-4ee1-8800-fc7240312209?_phsrc=hFB55001&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/242193cd-d97a-4ee1-8800-fc7240312209?_phsrc=hFB55001&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/65150395/person/40134216594/media/242193cd-d97a-4ee1-8800-fc7240312209?_phsrc=hFB55001&_phstart=successSource
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Harold Cleo Shaffer, just before going to war – July 1918, Washburn WI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/65150395/person/40134216595/media/4dcf0bfe-
a453-4d9e-bdc6-196b508a7367 

 
 

 
CA death record of sister Gladys Edith Shaffer Salthammer (1903-1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6439890:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=e361b809984d7f5e8373c9253a8baf6a&_phsrc=hFB54966&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/6439890:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=e361b809984d7f5e8373c9253a8baf6a&_phsrc=
hFB54966&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Brother Werden Lionel Shaffer (1910-1990), wearing his sister Glady’s eyeglasses  - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/65150395/person/40134216597/media/2712c18f-92c8-44db-850c-e0fed086d6c4 

 

 
Marriage license – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Tuesday 8 Dec 1931 p 17 

 
 

 
 
Name:  Henry Willard Shafer 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. E – private 1st class 
Serial number:  251,244 
Entered service from:  Spooner, Washburn WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Henry Willard Shaffer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George Shaffer, RR1, Spooner WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Henry W. Shaffer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. May Shaffer, Spooner WI (pvt, Co. F, 101st Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6439890:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=e361b809984d7f5e8373c9253a8baf6a&_phsrc=hFB54966&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6439890:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=e361b809984d7f5e8373c9253a8baf6a&_phsrc=hFB54966&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/65150395/person/40134216597/media/2712c18f-92c8-44db-850c-e0fed086d6c4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/65150395/person/40134216597/media/2712c18f-92c8-44db-850c-e0fed086d6c4
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Henry Willard Shaffer - b. 20 Feb 1898 Sprinfield 
[sic] OH; res: 4071 - 40th St., San Diego, San Diego CA. NOK Harold C. Shaffer, 63rd St., Encanto 
CA. Employed by US Army War Department at Camp Callan [which is correctly spelled Camp 
Callam on another line]. “scar on right thumb” Height: 5’11” – 200 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  23 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  2703 Carter St., Baker OR 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. F, 101st Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Feb 1898 OH Springfield, Clark OH  
Died: 1 Aug 1984 San Diego, San Diego CA   
Find A Grave record: 116959882 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower    
Burial location:  San Diego, San Diego CA 
Cemetery:  Cypress View Mausoleum & Crematory    
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Allen Shaffer, 22 Apr 1876 OH – 4 Jun 1950 San Diego Co. CA. Although 
online sources provide a birthdate for George of April 1876 or in 1878 in Ohio, George’s draft 
registration card filled out on September 11, 1918, gave his birthdate as 22 Apr 1874 & his age as 
44. George lists his occupation at the time as a railroad brakeman for the Chicago, St. Paul, 
Minneapolis & Omaha Railway (the “Omaha”). He lists his wife as “May Glennal.” The 1940 census 
shows George & May Shaffer living with a 13-year-old grandson Kose Youngquist (spelling?) in 
Dairyland township, Douglas WI. Buried in Cypress View Mausoleum & Crematory, San Diego, San 
Diego CA.  
Find A Grave:  116959890 
 
Mother: May Glenna Farrar Shaffer, 1875 OH – 1943, likely CA.   Henry’s mother May Farrar 
Shaffer was born in 1875 in Ohio and died in 1943, likely in California. Buried in Cypress View 
Mausoleum & Crematory, San Diego, San Diego CA.  
Find A Grave:  116959898 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Nellie Mae Chamberlain Shaffer, 3 Mar 1901 WI – 23 Jun 1990 San Diego Co. CA. 
Daughter of Hiram Leslie Chamberlain (1871 MN – 1949 CA, F: 5401568) & Maria Louise 
French (F: 5401590).   Nellie is listed in the 1905 WI as living in Brooklyn Township, Washburn 
County, with her parents and younger sister, Pearl J. Chamberlain (ca. 1904 MN). Her brother 
Charles Leslie Chamberlain is born in 1913 in Shell Lake, Washburn WI.  
Buried in Cypress View Mausoleum & Crematory, San Diego, San Diego CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  116959883 
Marriage: 21 Sep 1919 Washburn Co. WI. Reported in the “Duluth (MN) News Tribune” 22 
Sep 1919, listing Henry’s name in error as “Fred Shaffer.” Nellie Chamberlain was a 
resident of Shell Lake, Washburn WI. 
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Children: 

• Vivian Marie Shaffer Augustine, 23 Jun 1920 Brown Co. WI – 25 Dec 2012 CA. Her brother 
Harold’s Aug 1983 obituary says he is survived by his sister, Vivien Augustine. In the 1950 
census for Jacumba, San Diego CA, Vivian M. Augustine (29 WI) lives with husband 
“Lawerence” J. Augustine (25 CA) & their son Donald A. (1 CA). He is a mill house operator, 
chicken grit & she is a housekeeper.  Laurence Jacob Augustine, born 14 Oct 1923 CA, died 
12 Mar 1982 San Diego Co. CA, SSN 554-26-9248, married Veinne F. Poe on 14 Jul 1972. 
They divorced Aug 1975.  

• Harold Cecil Shaffer, 25 Sep 1921 Washburn Co. WI – Aug 1983 San Diego Co. CA. Harold’s 
birth is announced in the “Spooner (WI) Advocate.” Married to Katherine Gertrude Daley (6 
Jan 1919 NJ – 28 Jan 2016 San Diego Co. CA, F: 171217489) on 15 Sep 1946 in Little Terry, 
Bergen NJ. Katherine was the daughter of John Joseph Daley (F: 205605545) & Mary 
Elizabeth May (F: 232962590). Harold & Katherine are buried in El Camino Memorial Park, 
San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 171127501.   

• Eugene Edward (Gene) Shaffer, 30 Jul 1927 San Diego Co. CA – 17 Jan 1996 Oregon City, 
Clackamas OR. When the census was taken in Apr 1930, Gene was age 2 years & 9 months 
old. Married 1952 to Donna Lea Sheffield Dodge (1932 CA – 1995 OR, F: 93269109) who was 
earlier married to Gordon Owen Dodge (1928-1985) in 1949. Donna was the daughter of 
Harry Wilbur Sheffield & Beverly Mae Madox. - Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Oregon 
City, Clackamas OR. F: 93269111 

 
Siblings:  

• Harold Cleo Shaffer, 3 Aug 1894 Brighton, Lorain OH - 27 Oct 1975 El Cajon, San Diego CA. 
Harold was living in Evergreen Township, Washburn Co. WI at the time of his registration for 
the WWI draft. He gave a birthdate of 3 Aug 1894 in Brighton OH & was employed as a gas 
engine tractor engineer for Robert Mathews at Wavey Creek Post Office, Saskatchewan, 
Canada. He had re-entered the US from Canada in North Dakota on 28 Jul 1917 so that he 
could register. Harold served as a US Army private 1st class in WWI. July 28, 1917, so he 
could register. Harold was a private 1st class in World War I.  – Marie Marie I. Carlo (Kaarlo) 
on 23 Nov 1932 in MN; divorced 8 Oct 1943 in Wayne Co. MI & again on 3 Feb 1956 in 
Canyon Co. ID. They had 2 daughters: June (1923-2011) & Joan (1935-1998). – Married Alice 
M. Cassidy (1913 ME – 1982 CA) who in 1940 was listed with him as his housekeeper. - 
Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego CO. F: 128472490.  

• Gladys Edith Shaffer Youngquist Salthammer, 4 Feb 1903 OH – 1 Aug 1959 San Diego Co. 
CA. Resided with her family in Spooner, Washburn WI in 1920 census. She is mentioned in 
the 7 Sep 1923 Spooner (WI) Advocate: May Shaffer, her children Gladys & Werden, and 
Mrs. Harold Shaffer of Dairy Farm WI drove to Spooner WI Thursday & returned on Friday. – 
Gladys E. Shaffer married Roscoe Benjamin Youngquist on 225 Dec 1925 in Hennepin Co. 
MN. Roscie was born 1 Jun 1891 MN & died 20 Feb 1960 in Hennepin Co. MN. He is buried 
in Fort Snelling National Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, F: 3518368. Roscoe was 
the son of Frank Youngquist & Carolie Haltman/Hiltman/Holtman. In the 1920 census he is 
single & in the 1930 census he is divorced. - In the 1930 census for Minneapolis, Hennepin 
MN, Gladys E. Youngquist (37 OH, divorced) telegraph operator, lived with her brother 
“Warden” (Werden) S. Shaffer at 2210 – 5th Ave. - As Gladys Youngquist, married Arthur 
Salthammer on 5 Sep 1935 in Cass Co. ND. In the 1950 census for San Diego, San Diego 
CA, Gladys Salthammer (46 OH, divorced) had living with her son Ross Salthammer (23) & 
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father George Shaffer (73).– Buried in Cypress View Mausoleum & Crematory, San Diego, 
San Diego CA. F: 122235205. 

• Werden (“Werdie”) Lionel Shaffer, 15 Feb 1910 San Diego Co. CA – 11 Apr 1990 Burnett Co. 
WI or Washburn Co. WI [the 2 WI birth records disagree]   Was married to Doris Caroline 
Madsen as of the 1940 census & living in Ward 8, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN at 3132 Grand 
Avenue S., employed as a packer for mail order. Doris (1911 MN – 1990 MN) & Werden 
married on 19 Dec 1931 in Hennepin Co. MN. - He was divorced from Doris in Burnett Co. 
WI on 26 Oct 1981 when he was 71 years old and she was 70. Buried in River Hill Cemetery, 
Dairyland, Douglas WI. F: 57653039 

 
Notes:  
 
Resources: 
Wartime Photograph: Spooner Advocate, February 15, 1918, p. 4  
Wartime letters reprinted in these issues of the Spooner Advocate: 
March 21, 1919 (his letter) – March 21, 1919 (mentioned in letter written by his brother Harold C. 
Shaffer) 
Ancestry.com online photograph files of members of the Chamberlain family: 
earch.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?gl=ROOT_CATEGORY&rank=1&new=1&so=3&MSAV=1&msT=1&gss=ms_r_f-
2_s&gsfn=Nellie&gsln=Chamberlain&msbdy=1897&msbpn__ftp=&msddy=&msdpn__ftp=&cpxt=0
&catBucket=p&uidh=000&cp=0&geo_a=r&o_iid=62817&o_lid=62817&o_sch=Web+Property 
 
Look at: http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?rank=1&new=1&MSAV=1&msT=1&gss=angs-
g&gsfn=Marie&gsln=Shaffer&msbdy=&msbpn__ftp=&msddy=&msdpn__ftp=&cpxt=0&catBucket=p
&uidh=000&cp=0&gl=ROOT_CATEGORY&gst=&ghc=50&geo_a=r&o_iid=62817&o_lid=62817&o_sc
h=Web+Property 
 
Pre-war: 
 
The first mention of Henry Shaffer in the Spooner (WI) Advocate occurs in the 23 Feb 1917 issue, 
when he was elected reporter in the Rocky Ridge Literary Club, which sponsored debates. His 
sister Gladys was elected to the group’s committee. Rocky Ridge lies northwest of the city of 
Spooner. Henry also attended the meeting on 3 Mar 1917 at the Evergreen Town Hall, for the 
“poverty social.” These were events in which attendees dressed in ragged clothes. 
 
The “Little Valley” column in the Spooner (WI) Advocate of 9 Mar 1917 reported that Henry and his 
father George Shaffer were harvesting ice from Spring Lake that week. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Henry was 19 years old the day the Tuscania sank. Listed on the passenger roster as Henry Willard 
Shaffer, he sailed as a private first class in the 107th Supply Train, Company E, listing his father 
George Shaffer, Rural Route 1 of Spooner WI, as his next-of-kin.  
 
He recalled the first anniversary of the Tuscania sinking in a letter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
George A. Shaffer, written from France on 6 Feb 1919 & printed in the Spooner (WI) Advocate of 21 
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Mar 1919. “Can you guess what I was doing a year ago at about 5:50 p.m.? I was thinking of taking a 
pretty cold swim and little did I ever think of being on my way home a year from that date.” 
 
In a letter home to his parents written on 6 Feb 1919 from France, Henry says he has seen enough 
of France to satisfy him the rest of his life – and now only wants to see the Statue of Liberty as he 
sails home. He was occupied as a truck driver in the service, then as a cook for a week, but will be 
glad when he’s removed from the trucks as he is very tired of driving. He was happy to do his job in 
the war, but will be much happier when disembarking from the train in Spooner. He will be 
accompanied home by Harry Edwards. 
 
Listed as Henry W. Shaffer, he sailed home aboard Winifredian, which left Brest, France, on 6 Apr 
1919, and arrived in Boston, Massachusetts, on 19 Apr 1919. He listed his mother, Mrs. May Shaffer 
of Spooner WI, as his next-of-kin. He returned home at a lower rank – private – in Company F of the 
101st Supply Train. 
 
Post-war: 
 
In 1920, Henry Shaffer joined the American Legion in Spooner, Washburn WI, and in 1921 was 
elected to the membership committee.   
 
It appears that Henry Shaffer possessed some wrestling skills, defeating the carnival wrestler at the 
county fair in September 1921. In Mar 1922, he also defeated John McCarty of Shell Lake, 
Washburn WI, the brother of Harry McCarty, his Tuscania colleague.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 572-12-1993 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Springfield township, Springfield city, Clark Co. OH 
George Shaffer, 24 OH, Apr 1876, father b. PA, mother b. OH, married 6 years, laborer, shop 
May, 25 OH, May 1875, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Harold C., 5 OH, Aug 1894 
Henry W., 2 OH, Feb 1898 
& boarder Milton Farrar, 15 WI, Jan 1882, parents b. OH, salesman, grocery 
 
1910 San Diego, San Diego CA – Irving Ave. – conducted 26 Apr 1900 
George Shaffer, 34 OH, parents b. OH, married 16 years, in 1st marriage, electrician, street car barn 
Mary G., 35 OH, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Harold C., 15 OH, clothes cleaner, tailor shop 
Henry W., 12 OH 
Gladys E., 7 OH 
Worden L., 2 months CA 
 
1920 Spooner, Washburn WI – Elm St. 
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George A. Shaffer, 42 OH, father b. PA, mother b. OH, blacksmith, general shop [in 1922 his 
blacksmith shop is on River St., in Spooner WI] 
May G., 43 OH, parents b. OH 
Harold C., 25 OH, brakeman, steam railroad 
Henry W., 21 OH, married, brakeman, steam railroad 
Nellie W., 18 WI, married, parents b. US 
Gladys E., 16 OH 
Werden S., 9 CA [indexed as Warden but misread] 
[for the Shaffer children, both parents b. OH] 
 
1930 San Diego, San Diego CA – 294 Railroad Ave. - conducted Apr 1930 
Henry Shaffer, 32 OH, parents b. US, laborer, poultry ranch, WWI veteran 
Nellie, 29 WI, parents b. WI, housework, private home 
Vivian, 10 WI 
Harold, 9 WI 
Gene, 2 years 9 months CA 
 
1940 San Diego, San Diego CA – 4065 – 40th St. - same house in 1935 
Henry W. Shaffer, 42 OH, tractor operator, 11581 W.P.A. 
Nellie May, 39 WI 
Harold, 18 WI 
Gene, 12 CA 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 


