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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

WWI casualty 
Sears, George James 
1895 LA – 1919 France 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWGM-4WN2 

 
 
 

 
LA, WWI service record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G96D-

S8PJ?i=181&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-SF43 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWGM-4WN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G96D-S8PJ?i=181&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-SF43
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G96D-S8PJ?i=181&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-SF43
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“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Hartford (CT) Courant” Wednesday 9 Apr 1919 p 3 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N5-

7?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-H86Q 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N5-7?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-H86Q
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N5-7?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-H86Q
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Obituary of father George Wells Sears – “Hammond (LA) Vindicator” Friday 17 Jan 1947 p 1 

 
Mother: 

 



7 
 

 

 
“Tangi Talk” (Amite City LA) Thursday 16 Sep 1937 p 1 

 

 
In the “Mississippi News” column – Married in Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS. - the couple resides in 
Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS in the 1880 census – “New Orleans (LA) Times-Picayune” Wednesday 

10 Dec 1879 p 4 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/63294:7842?tid=&pid=&queryId=81060c50aaf155f85ca4d5b9d46f0384&_phsrc=hFB
54503&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Charles Avenius - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/media/6002f8d1-88d9-474d-a88e-0ee02b6f8b94 
AND https://www.newspapers.com/image/28270561/ 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/media/6002f8d1-88d9-474d-a88e-0ee02b6f8b94
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/media/6002f8d1-88d9-474d-a88e-0ee02b6f8b94
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Obituary of sister Jessie Frances Sears Threeton (1903-1990) – “Atlanta (GA) Constitution” 

Saturday 30 Jun 1990 p 27 
 
 
 

 
Half-siblings: 
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Half-brother Charles Avenius (1881-1938) – as of 29 May 1930 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/112345593/person/152101906654/media/3bf7cfa9-6184-4f8d-a231-2b0ad43de9ba 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112345593/person/152101906654/media/3bf7cfa9-6184-4f8d-a231-2b0ad43de9ba
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112345593/person/152101906654/media/3bf7cfa9-6184-4f8d-a231-2b0ad43de9ba
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Obituary of Charles Anthony Avenius – “Hammond (LA) Vindicator” Friday 5 Aug 1938 p 5 
 

 
Obituary of Charles Anthony Avenius – “Amite City (LA) News-Digest” Friday 5 Aug 1938 p 4 
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Shooting of brother Clarence Victor Avenius Sr.. (1891-1927) on 12 Jun 1927 – “Shreveport (LA) 

Journal” Monday 13 Jun 1927 p 2 
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“Ponchatoula (LA) Enterprise” Friday 17 Jun 1927 p 1 
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“Ponchatoula (LA) Enterprise” Friday 5 Aug 1927 p 1 
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“Tangipahoa Parish News” (Amite City LA) Thursday 8 Mar 1928 p 1 

 

 
“Ponchatoula (LA) Enterprise” Friday 1 Feb 1929 p 1 
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Obituary of half-brother Clifton Joseph Avenius (1889-1976) – “Baton Rouge (LA) Advocate” 22 Apr 

1976 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/16798166/person/28454168060/media/8af379ed-24fc-46fe-aa76-6ed42cf75832 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/16798166/person/28454168060/media/8af379ed-24fc-46fe-aa76-6ed42cf75832
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/16798166/person/28454168060/media/8af379ed-24fc-46fe-aa76-6ed42cf75832
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Obituary of Grace Beatrice Stevens, wife of Clifton Joseph Avenius – “Baton Rouge (LA) Advocate” 

11 Sep 1971 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/32314360/person/18226276398/media/6d49c407-0c44-4df9-a1f9-

1578c6af6a6a?_phsrc=hFB54468&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32314360/person/18226276398/media/6d49c407-0c44-4df9-a1f9-1578c6af6a6a?_phsrc=hFB54468&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32314360/person/18226276398/media/6d49c407-0c44-4df9-a1f9-1578c6af6a6a?_phsrc=hFB54468&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32314360/person/18226276398/media/6d49c407-0c44-4df9-a1f9-1578c6af6a6a?_phsrc=hFB54468&_phstart=successSource
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”New Orleans (LA) Times-Picayune” Saturday 11 Apr 1914 p 10 
 

  
1900 NOLA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18050956:7602 

 
          
Name:  George James Sears 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E, 10th Squad - private 
Serial number:  250,642 (also indexed as 250,542) 
Entered service from:  Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George J. Sears 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lizzie Sears, 409 W. Robert Ave., Hammond LA 
Was to have returned from war on: "Henderson" 19 Mar 1919 but handwritten note: Did not sail.  
"tuberculosis pulm. (D)" 
Listed on original return ship as: George J. Sears 
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Next-of-kin on original return ship “Henderson” & rank: mother Mrs. Lizzie Sears, Hammond 
LA (cpl, 17th Co., 20 Engrs) 
Body returned on: "Pocahontas" Oct 1920 - "remains of overseas dead" 
Body listed as: George J. Sears 
Body’s rank & unit:  cpl, 17th Co., 20 Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George James Sears - b. 20 Jun 1895 Nalalbany LA; 
res: Natalbany, Tangipahoa Parish LA. Single. Saw mill laborer, Natalbany Lumber Co., Natalbany 
LA. Tall & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Born: 20 Jun 1895 
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Died: 24 Mar 1919 
Discharge date not given.   
Address:  405 E. Morris Ave., Hammond LA 
Rank/unit:   corporal, 17th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  20 Jun 1895 Natalbany, Tangipahoa Parish LA  
Died: 24 Mar 1919 (or 19 Mar 1919) France (some records list Los Angeles CA, but he was overseas 
- was to sail from Bordeaux, France, when he died 19 Mar 1919 (Veterans Administration Military 
Index: 24 Mar 1919 – his body was returned Oct 1920, still in military service, died of pulmonary 
tuberculosis)   
Find A Grave record: 65870339 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA 
Cemetery:  Greenlawn 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Wells Sears, 23 Jan 1867 MI – 13 Jan 1947 Tangipahoa Parish LA. Son of 
Charles Henry & Catherine Elmira Sears. Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery, Hammond, 
Tangipahoa Parish LA.  
Find A Grave:  65869952 
 
Mother: Elizabeth C. Brauninger (Brauminger) Avenius Sears, Dec 1864 LA – 15 Sep 1948 
Tangipahoa Parish LA.  
First married to Charles Joseph Avenius Jr., the son of Charles Avenius Sr. (1817-1895, F: 
182087316)) & Yacobina Catherine Martzell (b. 1815). Charles Jr. was born 29 Oct 1854 in 
Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS & died there on 21 Jun 1891. He is buried in Cedar Rest 
Cemetery, Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS. F; 182087279. MS marriage records note their 
marriage in Our Lady of the Gulf Catholic Church in Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS on 1 Dec 
1879. His family tree:  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/facts?_phsrc=hFB54508&_phstart=suc
cesssource. Charles resided in Shieldsborough, Hancock MS in 1870 with parents Charles 
(56 Germany) & Catherine (56 Germany) Avenius. He was age 17, b. MS.  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/facts?_phsrc=hFB54508&_phstart=successsource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/facts?_phsrc=hFB54508&_phstart=successsource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72722467/person/130129839399/facts?_phsrc=hFB54508&_phstart=successsource
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In the 1880 census for Bay St. Louis, Hancock MS, Charles Avenius Jr. (26 MS, blacksmith) 
& wife Elizabeth Avenius (18 LA, parents b. LA) resided with his parents, Charles Avenius 
(63 Germany) & Catherine W. Avenius (65 Germany). His father was a wheelwright & his 
mother a peddler of vegetables. Also living in the household was his Catherine Johnston 
(28 MS) & her 2 children, Charles & Ritta Johnston. Catherine had married Charles Johnson 
on 13 Oct 1873 in Hancock Co. MS. In the 1900 census, Charles & Catherine Johnson live 
in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA with their son & daughter, his widowed mother Mrs. 
Charles Avenius & nephew Charles Anthony Avenius (17 MS), George Sears’s half-brother.  
Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery, Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA. 
Find A Grave:  65869921 
Parents’ marriage:  1894 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Almina Antoinette (“Nettie”) Sears Temple, Jun 1899 LA – 7 Sep 1934 Calcasieu, Rapides 
Parish LA. Wife of James Clarence Temple (1889 – 16 Nov 1934). Death records list her as 
Nettie S. Temple. 

• Jessie Frances Sears Threeton, 11 Nov 1903 [or 1904] Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA - 
1990. Resident of Birmingham AL in Jul 1938. Married in Jun 1924 in New Orleans, Orleans 
Parish LA to Clay Lafayette Threeton Sr.  (1900-1982, F: 141804973). Buried in Arlington 
Memorial Park, Sandy Springs, Fulton CA. F: 141804990 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Elizabeth Brauninger’s 1st marriage, to Avenius 

• Charles Anthony Avenius, 1 Aug 1881 MS – 29 Jul 1938 Amite City, Tangipahoa Parish LA. 
Husband of Lula A. Brauninger (1877-1944, F: 96733236) who was earlier (23 Jan 1896) 
married to Edward E. Thorning. Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery, Hammond, Tangipahoa 
Parish LA. F: 65869824 

• Corinne Ann (“Annie”) / Anna Corrine Avenius Peters, 4 May 1884 [also found as 1885] MS – 
25 Nov 1923 Tangipahoa Parish LA. Wife of Louis J. Peters in 1879. Buried in Greenlawn 
Cemetery, Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA. F: 82924527 

• John Leonard Avenius, 19 Jul 1887 – found on one family tree online – unable to trace 
• Clifton Joseph (“Cliff”) Avenius, 7 Apr 1889 MS – 21 Apr 1976 Ponchatoula, Tangipahoa 

Parish LA. Husband of Grace Beatrice Stevens (1892-1971, buried in Stevens Cemetery, 
west of Tickfaw, Tangipahoa Parish LA; not on Find A Grave as of 1 Nov 2022). In the 1940 
census, Clifton (51 MS) & Grace (48 LA) Avenius lived in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. 
Living with them was her mother, Mary “Stephens” (71 LA, widow). He was a mechanic in a 
commercial garage. Buried in Rose Memorial Park Cemetery, Hammond, Tangipahoa 
Parish LA. F: 64483122 

• Clarence Victor Avenius (Sr.), 3 Jun 1891 MS – 1 Aug 1927 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. 
Husband of Leah W. Williams (1895-1987, F: 76166660). His father Charles Avenius died 18 
days after his birth. Clarence was shot on 12 Jun 1927 by Charles Carlisle in the Carlisle 
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home at Natalbany, Tangipahoa Parish LA & died almost 2 months later from the shooting, 
in Baptist Hospital, New Orleans LA. The men had been on bad terms for years but exact 
details were not supplied as Natalbany citizens were “reticent” about the two prominent 
local men . Carlisle’s 1st trial resulted in a hung jury & was termed a mistrial. He was tried 
again, but results of the case were not reported in available newspapers as of 1 Nov 2022. 
Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery, Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA. F: 66402696 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Police Jury Ward 6, Tangipahoa Parish LA – conducted 25 Jun 1900 
George W. Sears, 33 MI, Jan 1867, parents b. MI, married 6 years, foreman, saw mill 
Elizabeth Sears, 35 LA, Dec 1864, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living 
[wife] 
George J. Sears, 4 LA, Jun 1895, father b. MI, mother b. LA [son] 
Almina, 11 months LA, Jan 1899, father b. MI, mother b. LA [daughter] 
Corinne Avenius, 15 MS, May 1885, father b. MS, mother b. LA [stepdaughter] 
Clifton Avenius, 11 MS, Apr 1889, father b. MS, mother b. LA [stepson] 
Clarence Avenius, 8 MS, Jun 1891, father b. MS, mother b. LA [stepson] 
& brother Clarence Sears, 30 MI, Sep 1869, parents b. MI, single, laborer, saw mill 
 
1910 Police Jury Ward 6, Tangipahoa Parish LA 
George Sears, 45 MI, parents b. MI, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, foreman, saw mill 
Elizabeth Sears, 49 LA, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are 
living 
George Sears Jr., 14 LA, father b. MI, mother b. LA [son] 
Charles Avenius [misread as Arenners], 28 MS, married for 6 years, father b. MS, mother b. 
LA, blacksmith [son] 
Clifton Avenius, 21 MS, father b. MS, mother b. LA, millwright, saw mill [son] 
Clarence Avenius, 18 MS, father b. MS, mother b. LA, block setter, saw mill [son] 
Nettie Sears, 10 LA, father b. MI, mother b. LA [daughter] 
Jessie Sears, 6 LA, father b. MI, mother b. LA [daughter] 
& 2 female servants, white: 
Jonnie Carroll, 34 LA 
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Ella Everett, 21 LA 
 
1920 Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish LA – George has died in 1919 in WWI 
George W. Sears, 53 MI, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, millwright, saw mill 
Lizzie Sears, 57 LA, parents b. Germany [wife] 
Clifton Sears, 30 MS, father b. MI, mother b. LA, machinist, automobile [son – i.e. stepson 
Clifton Avenius] 
Jessie Sears, 16 LA, father b. MI, mother b. LA 
 
 


