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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Sears, Burley 
1893 MO – 1925 CA 
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Obituary of Burley Sears – “Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) 

Thursday 26 Mar 1925 p 6 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWLY-6P3Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L781-JT5 

 

 
“Cass County Democrat” (Harrisonville MO) Friday 16 Jun 1905 p 5 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWLY-6P3Z
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“Harrisonville (MO) Review & Cass County Leader” Thursday 25 Jun 1908 p 4 

 
 

 
In Lone Tree, Cass MO news – “Cass County News” (Harrisonville MO) Friday 25 Sep 1908 

p 7 
 

 
“San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Tuesday 2 Feb 1909 p 7 
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[list continues] 

“San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Tuesday 7 Nov 1911 p 7 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 4 Dec 1917 p 2 
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[list continues] 

The same newspaper which reported Burley Sears was being mailed a draft questionnaire 
had earlier reported his enlistment – Burley entered the Army on 9 Dec 1917 – “Bakersfield 

(CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 9 Jan 1918 p 8 
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And now reports Burley Sears has failed to come get his questionnaire in CA – “Bakersfield 

(CA) Morning Echo” Saturday 12 Jan 1918 p 5 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Friday 18 Jan 1918 p 4 
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“Cass County Democrat” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 31 Jan 1918 p 6 
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“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Butler (MO) Weekly Times” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Harrisonville (MO) Review & Cass County Leader” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Harrisonville (MO) Review & Cass County Leader” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 8 
 

 
“Harrisonville (MO) Review & Cass County Leader” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Pleasant Hill (MO) Times” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Sunday 10 Mar 1918 p 10 
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“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Sunday 19 May 1918 p 14 
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“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 13 Jun 1918 p 13 

 

 
A little bit of snarky criticism by one newspaper of its rival, which reported on Hurley Sears of the 
“Lusitania” – “Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 13 Jun 1918 p 13 
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“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 15 Aug 1918 p 9 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Thursday 9 Jan 1919 p 6 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Saturday 22 Mar 1919 p 6 

 



22 
 

 



23 
 

 

 
“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 15 May 1919 p 11 
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“Colton (CA) Daily Courier” Friday 23 Jan 1920 p 3 
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Pleasant Ridge news - “Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 8 Sep 
1921 p 12 

 

 
Pleasant Ridge news - “Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 6 Oct 

1921 p 2 
 

Father: 
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Find A Grave 131343494 
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“Cass County News” (Harrisonville MO) Friday 9 Jun 1893 p 3 
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Deceased Alexander G. Sears & living wife Cora A. Sears in default on property – “Cass County 

Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 10 Jan 1895 p 2 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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“Cass County News” (Harrisonville MO) Friday 9 Nov 1900 p 3 
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“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” (Harrisonville MO) Thursday 8 Nov 1900 p 5 
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Marriage of mother Cora Webb Sears to R. Gordon Holloway 9 Sep 1897 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/509069014:1171 

 

 
“Cass County Democrat-Missourian” Thursday 17 Sep 1896 p 2 

 
Sibling: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/509069014:1171
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“Butler (MO) Weekly Times” Thursday 9 May 1901 p 2 
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“Springfield (MO) News-Leader” Tuesday 7 May 1901 p 3 

 
Half-sister: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



35 
 

 

 

 
Listed in Burley’s obituary as his surviving sister – Hazel Edith Holloway Reynolds (1897-1980) – 

Find A Grave 7722460 
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Half-sister Hazel Edith Holloway Reynolds - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/160620558/person/122191956272/media/6b9d56f2-8c83-4f82-9ad0-ca8ad84cb6a1 
 
 
 
 
 

Name:  Burley Sears 
Name variations:  Listed as Burley C. in the 1900 census – one online family tree lists him 
as Burley Christopher Sears  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,640 
Entered service from:  Harrisonville, Cass MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Burley Sears 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: cousin Pearl Hollett, Harrisville MO [Pearl is male] 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Burley Sears 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: aunt Mrs. Mattie Stone, Butler MO (wagoner, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Burley Sears - b. 14 Jan 1893 Harrisonville MO; res: 
General Delivery, Taft, Kern Co. CA. Single. Truck driver, Head (?) Drilling Co., Taft CA. Short & 
stout. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 9 Dec 1917  
Discharged: 11 Jun 1919  
Address:  Taft CA 
Rank/unit:    wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   14 Jan 1893 Harrisonville, Cass MO (obituary: Jackson Co. MO)  
Died: 14 Feb 1925 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA (CA Death Index, which gives birth year as 1885) - 
died between Dec 1924 & 18 Nov 1925, a resident of Bakersfield, Kern CA ("Bakersfield California" 
18 Nov 1925 p 10 reports Burley Sears among those "Passed to the Great Beyond since December, 
1924:")  
Find A Grave record: 245226752 (created 31 Oct 2022) 
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Burial location:  unknown 
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Alexander G. Sears, b. NC – 31 May 1893 Strasburg, Cass MO. Operated a sawmill 
but was considered a “dangerous man” when intoxicated. A few months before his death, 
he shot John Allen when Alexander overheard Allen telling a doctor that Alex’s problems 
were due to drinking & narrowly missed shooting Allen’s sister. On the day he died, 
Alexander took an axe, broke up his household furniture & added it to a burning oil fire in 
his yard. Then he chopped up his buggy. His wife Cora & 2 sons Troy & Burley had fled to 
the house of neighbor, John Arnold. When Alexander went to Arnold’s house, Arnold told 
him he could not enter his house with an axe. When Alexander raised his axe, Arnold shot 
him in the chest with an old musket. When Alexander continued to advance, Arnold hit him 
over the head by the left eye with the stock of the gun, killing him. Buried in Reed Cemetery, 
Pleasant Hill, Cass MO. 
Find A Grave:  131343494 
 
Mother: Cora A. Webb Sears Holloway, 28 Mar 1869 Jackson Co. MO – 27 Oct 1900 near 
Lone Tree, Cass MO (6 miles southeast of Harrisonville MO).  Daughter of Thomas Benton 
Webb (13 Jun 1835 MO – 8 Nov 1914 MO, F: 9113452) who had fought in the Civil War for 
the Confederacy & Sarah Ann Sharp (Apr 1837 MO – 22 Feb 1901 OK, F: 9113458).  
In the 1880 census for Mound, Bates MO, Cora Webb (11) lived with parents T.B. Webb (44) 
& Sarah Webb (42) & her siblings. 
Cora married Alex/Alexander Sears on 6 May 1889. They had 2 sons, Troy & Burley. 
Alexander was killed by a neighbor, John Allen, who first shot Alexander & then hit him on 
the head with the gunstock.  
Married R. Gordon Holloway on 6 Sep 1896. Their daughter, Hazel Edith Holloway, was 
born 8 Aug 1897. Her obituary says they had 2 children. 
Cora died in childbirth. Buried in Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass MO. 
Find A Grave:  7505338 
Parents’ marriage:  6 Mar 1889 
 
Stepfather: R. Gordon Holloway, Feb 1862 – 22 Jul 1918 Kincaid, Anderson KS. Son of 
Lawson Holloway & Mahala Jackson. His 1st wife was Ida May Cramer (1868-1894).  
Gordon was the brother of Thomas Lillard Holloway, with whom Troy & Burley Sears 
resided as children. 
Cora Webb Sears & Gordon were the parents of Hazel Edith Holloway (Reynolds).  
In the 1900 census, Troy & Burley Sears are listed with the surname Holloway. 
Buried in Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass MO. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 7505337 
Stepfather’s marriage: 6 Sep 1896 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
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Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• Troy Sears, Mar 1890 MO – 1 May 1901 Cass Co. MO. Troy died at age 11 in a farming 
accident. Troy lived with Thomas Lillard Holloway & was driving a stalk cutter in the fields. 
Lillard was plowing about 75 yards away. The lines to the team were around Troy’s neck 
when they got caught in the cutter’s knives, bringing Troy’s head down to his knees & 
breaking his neck or spinal cord. When Lillard reached him, Troy was dead. Buried in 
Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass MO. F; 7505342 

 
Half-sister: by his mother Cora Webb Sears’s 2nd marriage, to R. Gordon Holloway 

• Hazel Edith Holloway Reynolds, 8 Aug 1897 Harrisonville, Cass MO – 5 Nov 1980 El Dorado, 
Butler KS. Daughter of R. Gordon (Find A Grave) or Henry (obituary) Holloway & Cora Sears. 
Her mother died in 1900 & she was raised in Lone Elm by her aunt Bellzona (“Aunt Belle”) 
Holloway (1852-1930), her father’s sister. Her maternal grandparents were Tom Webb & 
Lou Sharp.  Hazel married Lee Clarence Reynolds (1893-1970, F: 7722447) on 27 Jun 1917 
in Iola, Allen KS. Buried in Sunset Lawns Cemetery, El Dorado, Butler KS. F: 7722460 

 
Notes:  
 
His Tuscania next-of-kin: Mr. Pearl Hollett (not cousins by blood) 
Pearl Hollett 
30 Nov 1884 Wymore, Gage NE – 2 Nov 1946 Harrisonville, Cass MO. Son of James Alexander C. 
Hollett & Alice Ford. Married in 1905 to Lora Mae Holloway, the daughter of Thomas Lillard 
Holloway & Carrie Jane Jones. Lora married Clarence Almer Hammonds (1875-1970) in 1952. 
Buried in Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass MO. 
Find A Grave: 7505226 
 
His “Santa Paula” next-of-kin: aunt Mrs. Mattie Stone 
Martha Elizabeth Webb Stone 
25 Oct 1866 Grain Valley, Jackson MO – 6 Dec 1951 Adrian, Bates MO.  
Married to John H. Stone (1861-1954, F: 17902334). John was elected State Treasurer of MO in Nov 
1924.  
Martha’s Find A Grave 17902366.  
 
Lived with: 
Thomas Lillard Holloway, who is his stepfather Gordon Holloway’s brother. 
2 Feb 1851 MO – 2 May 1909. Son of Lawson Holloway & Mahala Jackson.  
Married 4 Mar 1874 to Carrie Jane Jones (1856-1932, F: 7505320). Buried in Pleasant Ridge 
Cemetery, Harrisonville, Cass MO. F: 7505317 
Lillard’s daughter Lora Mae Holloway married Mr. Pearl Hollett. 
 
Holloway family tree: 
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Lawson Holloway & Mahala Jackson 
 
Sons: 
Thomas Lillard Holloway & Carrie Jane Jones 
R. Gordon Holloway & Cora Webb Sears 
 
Granddaughter: 
Lora Mae Holloway (later Hammonds), married to Mr. Pearl Hollett 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Index to historical biographies - 
https://digital.shsmo.org/digital/api/collection/mhr/id/9370/download 
 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/160620558/person/122191956779/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Moved from Harrisonville, Cass MO to CA in Sep 1908. 
 
"San Bernardino County Sun" 2 Feb 1909 p 7 - 17 years old, seriously injured 31 Jan 1909 when 
jumped from a moving train at Colton CA. Sears was up from Calexico on the way to Riverside CA to 
pick oranges. He bought a ticket on the Southern Pacific RR but got on the wrong Salt Lake City UT 
train by mistake so he jumped off. He got several cuts on his head & face & wrenched his back. Is in 
the hospital in Colton. 
 
Wartime: 
 

https://digital.shsmo.org/digital/api/collection/mhr/id/9370/download
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"Bakersfield (CA) Californian" 18 May 1918 p 14 - "Former Taft Man in Tuscania Sinking" – Burley 
sears writes from France to Johnny Eiland in Taft CA. Burley came across a man he knew in Taft 
who worked for Head's company when Burley was a truck driver there. Burley has only gotten 1 
letter since he left, written 18 Jan 1918 by W.J. O'Rourke. He saw lots of coverage of the Tuscania 
sinking in newspapers but his name was given as Hurley not Burley & the address was his 
birthplace of Harrisonville MO. "Had rather they had put my other address, Taft, California." 
 
Post-war: 
 
"San Bernardino County Sun" (San Bernardino CA) 21 Jan 1920 p 5 - Burley Sears of Bakersfield CA 
is visiting his friend Preston Fuller in San Bernardino CA. Burley has just returned from 17 months 
overseas. A Tuscania survivor, he spent 5 hours on a raft with 30 others before being rescued by a 
patrol boat. Was taken to Larne, Ireland. Burley was employed by P.F.E. in San Bernardino before 
entering the Army. 
 
"Bakersfield [CA] Californian" 18 Nov 1925 p 10 - Elks Lodge Memorial Day celebration to be held 8 
Dec 1925. Article notes Burley Sears died between Dec 1924 & this Nov 1925 announcement 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Cass County Democrat" (Harrisonville MO) 26 Mar 1925 obit – Burley’s parents died when he was 
a small boy. For several years, he live with his uncle & aunt Mr. & Mrs. Lillard Holloway, in Pleasant 
Ridge, Cass Co. MO. He moved to CA in autumn 1909 & resided there since. Has been in ill health 
for 4 years with gastric stomach ulcers. Has been under a doctor's care for the past year. Spent last 
month of his life in Methodist Hospital, Los Angeles CA. Became a Christian at age 12 & became 
lifelong member of Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. Joined the Army in Nov 1917, Co. E, 6th 
Battalion, 20th Engineers. Funeral by Huntington Park Elk Lodge, of which he was a member. 
Survived by 1 sister (Mrs. Hazel Reynolds, Eldorado KS) - "Burley made friends wherever he went." 
  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Grand River, Cass MO – Troy & Burley Sears are listed with surname of Holloway, but 
their father is listed as born in NC 
Gorden [sic] Holloway, 38 MO, Feb 1862, parents b. TN, married 5 years, farm laborer 
Cora A., 31 MO, Mar 1869, parents b. MO, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Troy B., 10 MO, Mar 1890, father b. NC, mother b. MO, at school [stepson] 
Burley C., 8 MO, Jan 1892, father b. NC, mother b. MO [stepson] 
Hazel E., 2 MO, Aug 1897, parents b. MO [daughter] 
 
1910 cannot locate – would have been likely living in CA 
 
1920 cannot locate – would have likely been living in CA 
 
 


