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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Schunk, George John 
1899 WI – 1973 WI 
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Obituary of George John Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Tuesday 28 Aug 1973 p 

10  
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/107553550/person/340068672870/facts 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7H3-5Y2M 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7H3-5Y2M
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2 
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

Serial number 251038 - “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 31 May 1919 p 8 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 7 May 1931 p 6 
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“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 23 Jun 1938 p 8 

 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Tuesday 8 Jun 1943 p 7 
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“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 6 Feb 1952 p 16 
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The “Tuscania” was not resurrected from the deep & recommissioned – it still lies on the 

ocean floor (as of November 2022) in the North Channel where it sunk on 5 Feb 1918. 
Selma Bartmann sailed in 1926 on “Tuscania II” – an entirely different ship. Tuscania’s 

location was not discovered until 24 Aug 1996. It is considered today a protected wreck 
since it may still contain human remains. - “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 10 Feb 

1958 p 10 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage on 9 Oct 1922 in Stevens Point, Portage WI of Margaret Anna Klinkert & George 

John Schunk – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 9 Oct 1922 p 3 
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Bridal shower – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Tuesday 3 Oct 1922 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
 

 
Daughter Virginia Schunk Mausser (1923-2013) – Find A Grave  
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Dorothy Schunk (1925-2006) – left: Bay View High School, Milwaukee WI, 1941 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/973483524:1265?tid=27072139&pid=232229608636&queryId=8dcf2d4b7d5

fbd181da3db61a3265fa8&_phsrc=hFB54046&_phstart=successSource AND right: Bay 
View High School, Milwaukee WI, 1942 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/344250329:1265?tid=27072139&pid=232229608636&queryId=8dcf2d4b7d5

fbd181da3db61a3265fa8&_phsrc=hFB54048&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Daughter Elaine Schunk (1926-1946) shares tombstone with parents, George John Schunk 

& Margaret Klinkert – Find A Grave 103001511 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973483524:1265?tid=27072139&pid=232229608636&queryId=8dcf2d4b7d5fbd181da3db61a3265fa8&_phsrc=hFB54046&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973483524:1265?tid=27072139&pid=232229608636&queryId=8dcf2d4b7d5fbd181da3db61a3265fa8&_phsrc=hFB54046&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973483524:1265?tid=27072139&pid=232229608636&queryId=8dcf2d4b7d5fbd181da3db61a3265fa8&_phsrc=hFB54046&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Elaine Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 16 May 1946 p 14 

 

 
Funeral of Elaine Schunk attended by her paternal grandparents, uncle Lawrence Schunk 
& aunt Gertrude Schunk Seymour – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 16 May 1946 

p 9 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Phillip Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 31 Jan 1966 p 2 
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Funeral of father Phillip Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Thursday 3 Feb 1966 p 2 
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Feature story on father Phillip Henry Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Saturday 15 

Dec 1926 p 1 
 



19 
 

 



20 
 

 

 
50th wedding anniversary of parents – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 28 Oct 1946 

p 6 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Anna Marie Bauer Schunk – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Wednesday 

26 Apr 1950 p 14 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Lawrence J. Schunk (1897-1959) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Thursday 24 Dec 1959 p 12 
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Obituary of sister Rose M. Schunk Moritz (1901-1986) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Tuesday 15 Apr 1986 p 8 
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Find A Grave 181196331 of sister Stilda Amelia Schunk (b. & d. 1903) 

 

 
WI birth record of brother Louis A. Schunk (1904-1905) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G96M-6PF 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G96M-6PF
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WI death record of brother Louis Schunk, buried 9 May 1905 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G96M-6PF  

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G96M-6PF
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Obituary of sister Gertrude A. Schunk Seymour (1906-1979) – “Marshfield (WI) News-

Herald” Monday 9 Apr 1979 p 16 
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The double-wedding ceremony of sisters Margaret Schunk to Edward Stephen Riehle and 
Estella Schunk to Joseph Benjamin King – on 27 Oct 1945 in St. John’s Catholic Church, 

Marshfield, Wood WI. Their wedding date was the 49th wedding anniversary of their parents, 
Phillip & Anna (Bauer) Schunk. – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 27 Oct 1945 p 7 
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Obituary of sister Margaret Schunk Riehle (1913-1999) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Record” 

Monday 12 Apr 1999 p 9 
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Funeral of Margaret Schunk’s husband Edward S. Riehle – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Wednesday 11 Jul 1956 p 14 
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Obituary of sister Estella Schunk King (1916-1993) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 

Wednesday 23 Jun 1993 p 20 
 
 

Name:  George John Schunk 
Name variations:  John G. Schunk (WI birth record)  
Military: 
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On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - private 
Serial number:  250,138 
Entered service from:  Marshfield, Wood WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George John Schunk 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Anna Schunk, 812 N. Maple St., Marshfield WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George J. Schunk 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Anna Schunk, 812 N. Maple St., Marshfield 
WI (cpl, Co. B, 107 Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 2018 S. 1st St., Milwaukee WI (1939 NTSA 
& 1955 WI Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as George John Schunk – b. 4 Apr 1899 Marshfield WI; 
res: 405 W. Becher St., Milwaukee WI. NOK John Kalinowski, 1739 S. 6th St., Milwaukee WI. 
Employed at A&P Warehouse, 2018 S. 1st St., Milwaukee WI. “scar on right knee – scar in 
right arm pit” – Height: 5’11” – 188 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Marshfield WI 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. B, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 Apr 1899 McMillan, Marathon WI  
Died: 27 Aug 1973 West Allis, Milwaukee WI (in West Allis Memorial Hospital, following 
surgery that day)   
Find A Grave record: 103001105 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery:  Holy Trinity 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Phillip Henry Schunk, 7 Nov 1875 Germantown, Washington Co. WI [also found as 
Sheboygan Co. WI} – 30 Jan 1966 Neillsville, Clark WI. Son of Christian Schunk & Mary 
Elizabeth Dessloch. Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. 
Find A Grave:  181196045 
 
Mother: Anna Marie (“Annie”) Bauer Schunk, 26 Aug 1878 Nittenau, Bavaria, Germany – 25 
Apr 1950 Marshfield, Wood WI. Daughter of George Bauer & Margaretha Nissl. Emigrted 
abord “Rugia” arriving in NYC on 11 Aug 1883 with her parents & older brother & sister. 
Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. 
Find A Grave:  181196023 
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Parents’ marriage:27 Oct 1896 in St. John’s Catholic Church, Marshfield, Wood WI.  On 
their 49th wedding anniversary (27 Oct 1945), their daughters Margaret & Estella married in 
a double wedding in the same church.  
 
Spouse: Margaret Anna Klinkert Schunk, 3 Sep 1898 Stevens Point, Portage WI – 14 Nov 
1988 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Daughter of Frank L. Klinkert & Mary Ann Smith. Buried in 
Holy Trinity Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  103001672 
Marriage: 22 Oct 1922 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Stevens Point, Portage WI 
 
Children: 

• Virginia G. Schunk Mausser, 8 Jul 1923 WI – 5 Apr 2013 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Wife of 
Robert Joseph Mausser (1920-2003, F: 162960310). Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Has 2 Find A Grave records: 162960311 (which notes burial 
location) & 20911965 (which notes cremated at Mount Olivet).  

• Dorothy Marie Schunk Collins, 9 Jan 1925 Marshfield, Wood WI – 9 Jul 2006 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. SSN 397-18-4207. Wife of Lee M. Collins (1922-1993, F: 160518759). Buried 
in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 160518758 

• Elaine Schunk, 1926 WI – 14 May 1946 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Died at age 18 following a 
surgical operation. Buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F; 
103001511 

 
Siblings: George was the 2nd-oldest child. 

• Lawrence J. Schunk, 10 Aug 1897 McMillan, Marathon WI – 22 Dec 1959 Green Bay, Brown 
WI. SSN 392-05-0242. Husband of Meta Mary (Matie) Couglin (1896-1973, F; 181195724). 
Earned a Purple Heart in WWI. Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 
181901861 

• Rose Marie (Rosa/Rosie) Schunk Moritz, 1 Jan 1901 McMillan, Marathon WI – 13 Apr 1986 
Marshfield, Wood WI. Wife of George Henry Moritz (1894-1957, F: 42964820) whom she 
married in 1924. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 42964832 

• Stilda Amelia Schunk, 9 May 1903 – 12 May 1903. Presumably both born & died in WI. 
Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 181196331 

• Louie Schunk, 21 Nov 1904 Marathon Co. WI – 6 Mar 1905 Stratford, Marathon WI. Buried in 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 181196288  

• Gertrude A. Schunk Seymour, 10 Dec 1906 Marshfield, Wood WI – 8 Apr 1979 Marshfield, 
Wood WI. Married 2 Dec 1924 in Marshfield, Wood WI to Henry Lawrence (“Hike”) Seymour 
(1901-1976, F: 181196130). Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 
181196097 

• Margaret Schunk Riehle, 17 Mar 1913 Marshfield, Wood WI – 11 Apr 1999 Marshfield, Wood 
WI. Married 27 Oct 1945 – her parents’ 49th wedding anniversary – in St. John’s Catholic 
Church, Marshfield, Wood MN (the same church where her parents married) to Edward 
Stephen Riehle (1907-1956, F: 181021907). It was a double-wedding ceremony with her 
sister Estella. Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 181030207 

• Estella Odelia Schunk King, 20 Feb 1916 Marshfield, Wood WI – 22 Jun 1993 Marshfield, 
Wood WI. - Married 27 Oct 1945 – her parents’ 49th wedding anniversary – in St. John’s 
Catholic Church, Marshfield, Wood MN (the same church where her parents married) to 
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Joseph Benjamin King (1914-1992, F: 181901873). It was a double-wedding ceremony with 
her sister Margaret. – Buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. F: 
181901861 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 – “Tuscania Disaster 
Survivors” includes name of George John Schunk, Marshfield WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 12 Aug 1947 p 7 – the final roster of Co. M, 4th WI Infantry, 
has been compiled by Captain Ed Dayton. It contains the name of George Schunk. 
 
Marshfield (WI) News-Herald" 6 Feb 1952 p 16 - just been learned that a 6th Marshfield WI 
man was aboard the Tuscania. George Schunk has lived in Marshfield most of his life but 
has lived in Milwaukee WI since about 6 years ago. He left Marshfield to enlist in Co. M, 4th 
Infantry, WI National Guard at Kenosha WI. 
 
     
“"Marshfield (WI) News-Herald" 10 Feb 1958 p 10 - George J. Schunk of Milwaukee, brother 
of Mrs. H.L. Seymour, 31 N. Peach Ave., Marshfield WI, left Marshfield at age 17 to enlist 
elsewhere. He was rescued from Tuscania by "Mosquito" & landed the next day at 
Buncrana, Ireland. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Marshfield [WI] News-Herald" 28 Aug 1973 p 10 - age 74, resident of 2555 S. 69th St., 
Milwaukee WI. Former Marshfield resident. Enlisted in Army 2 Jun 1917, Co. B, 107th 
Supply Train. Tuscania survivor, rescued by destroyer & taken to Buncrana, Ireland. 
Survived by wife Margaret A. (Klinkert), 2 daughters, 4 sisters; daughter Elaine predeceased 
him. 
 
Social Security number: 389-05-4696 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 McMillan, Marathon WI 
Philip Schunk, 23 WI, Nov 1876, parents b. Germany, married 4 years, farmer 
Anna, 21 Germany, Aug 1878, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
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Lawrence, 2 Wi, Aug 1892 
George, 1 WI, Apr 1898 
& mother-in-law Maggie Bauer, 65 Germany, Apr 1835 parents b. Germany, widow, gave 
birth to 13 children, 3 are living 
 
1905 WI state census – Cleveland, Marathon WI 
Phillip Schunk, 28 WI, parents b. Germany, laborer, saw mill 
Anna, 28 Germany, parents b. Germany 
Lawrence, 7 WI 
George, 6 WI 
Rosa, 4 WI 
 
1910 McMillan, Marathon WI 
Philip Schunk, 34 Wi, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, farmer on 
general farm land 
Anna, 32 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1883, gave birth to 6 
children, 4 are living 
Lawrence, 12 WI 
George J., 11 WI 
Rosie M., 9 WI 
Gertrude, 3 WI 
 
1920 Marshfield, Wood WI – 812 N. Maple St. 
Philip Schunk, 44 Wi, father b. Atn OC, mother b. Germany, loading foreman, veneer 
factory 
Anna, 41 Bavaria, parents b. Bavaria, emigrated 1884, naturalized 
George, 21 WI, single, laborer, veneer factory 
Rosa, 19 WI, clerk, baker shop 
Gertrude, 13 WI 
Margaret, 6 WI 
Estella, 3 WI 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 807 Garden St. 
George J. Schunk, 30 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, age 23 at 1st marriage, polisher, 
motor car manufacturer, WWI veteran 
Margaret A., 31 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Virginia, 6 WI 
Dorothy, 5 WI 
Elaine, 3 WI 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 405 W. Becher St. – same place in 1935 
George Schunk, 40 WI, produce department, retail grocery 
Margaret, 41 WI 
Virginia,16 WI 
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Dorothy, 15 WI 
Elaine, 13 WI 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 405 W. Becher 
George Schunk, 51 WI, warehouse, wholesale business 
Margeret, 51 WI 
 
 


