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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sallee, James William 
1891 MO – 1959 MT 
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“Daily Inter-Lake” (Kalispell MT) 10 Feb 1939 p 4 – George Sallee is the first man on the left, 
kneeling in the front row – but in “Daily Inter-Lake” from 27 Aug 1973 p 4 – which has better, 

separate version but where he is identified as George Carlson – but it was James William Sallee 
from Montana who sailed on Tuscania  

 



4 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 14 Oct 1959 p 17 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 12 Oct 1959 p 5 

 
 

 
“”The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 12 Oct 1959 p 5 
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MT death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/919233:5437?tid=86327566&pid=122021710222&queryId=aa61fd6dca8148
1830812ec45fa0f990&_phsrc=hFB52525&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/33671:62068?tid=86327566&pid=122021710222&queryId=aa61fd6dca8148
1830812ec45fa0f990&_phsrc=hFB52528&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_04
21-03268?pId=1185340 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
“The Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 16 Nov 1910 p 3 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 19 Jun 1913 p 2 

 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Still missing – “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 9 
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Survived – “Billings (MT) Gazette” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Wednesday 20 Feb 1817 p 1 

 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 6 Apr 1922 p 5 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 11 Jun 1939 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Marietta (“Alice”) Taylor Sallee Winningham – “Salem (OR) Statesman-

Journal” Friday 24 Jun 1994 p 24 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Daughter Vallarie Marietta Sallee – Lebanon (OR) Union High School, 1948 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/433726830:1265 
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WA marriage record of daughter Vallarie Mariette Sallee to Raymond Bates on 18 Jun 1948 
in Clark Co. WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/906066196:2378 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/906066196:2378


19 
 

 

 
Here claiming to have married Raymond Bates on 27 May 1961 in Reno, Washoe NV, 

Vallarie is dovrced 6 Dec 1965 in OR - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90247995:61678 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90247995:61678
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90247995:61678
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Obituary of father Stephen Samuel Sallee – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 30 Apr 

1939 p 6 
 
 

Mother: 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 21 Apr 1967 p 17 
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Obituary of mother Amy Shull Sallee – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 30 Aug 1968 p 

11 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Sibling #2 - Obituary of sister Martha Sallee Matt (1893-1931) – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 

Friday 27 Feb 1931 p 41 
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Rejection of Martha Matt as a member of the Flathead tribe - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/65399881/person/410055027600/media/347a9f22-04ac-
4715-8ddf-3d0bbf1ccbec?_phsrc=hFB52489&_phstart=successSource 
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Sibling #3 - Obituary of brother Stephen Samuel Sallee (1895-1964) – “The Missoulian” 

(Missoula MT) Wednesday 1 Jul 1964 p 8 
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Sibling #4 - Obituary of sister Anna Marie Sallee McKenzie Coon (1898-1991) – “The 

Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 28 Nov 1991 p 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



28 
 

 

  
Sibling #5 - Obituary of sister Alpha Omega Sallee Hedin (1901-1969) – “The Missoulian” 

(Missoula MT) Tuesday 30 Dec 1969 p 2 
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Sibling #7 - Obituary of brother Duke Sallee (1906-1974) – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 

Sunday 10 Nov 1974 p 7 
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Sibling #8 - Obituary of sister Edna LaVera Sallee Reifschneider (1908-1993) – “The 

Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 2 Jun 1993 p 13 
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married 
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Sibling #9 – sister Lodema Margaret (Marie?) Sallee - married in high school to William A. 

Duncan 15 Sep 1928 – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 14 Sep 1928 p 51 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/95882845/?terms=%22lodema%20sallee%22&mat

ch=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/95882845/?terms=%22lodema%20sallee%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/95882845/?terms=%22lodema%20sallee%22&match=1
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/47730_1220706333_0
028-00801?pId=95321 

 
 
 
 

        
Name: James William Sallee 
Name variations:  J. William Sallee  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. Medical - private 
Serial number:  14,380 
Entered service from:  Hot Springs, Sanders MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James W. Sallee 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. A.A. Sallee, Hot Springs MT 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James W. Sallee 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Stephen S. Sallee, Polson MT (pvt, Med. Det. 6th 
Bn., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as James William Sallee - b. 24 Feb 1890 Dover MO; 
res: Hot Springs, Sanders MT. Single, Farming for myself near Hot Springs MT. Medium 
height & build.   
World War II draft registration (1942):  as James William Sallee - b. 24 Feb 1891 Lexington 
MO; res: Hot Springs, Sanders MT. NOK Mrs. Amy A. Sallee, same address [his mother]. 
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Not employed. Handwritten note ads: as of 9 Jul 1942, at 212 W. 4th, Olympia. Height: 5’7” 
– 145 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  cannot locate 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  24 Feb 1891 (tombstone, obituary & WWII draft) or 24 Feb 1890 (WWI draft) Dover, 
Lafayette MO   
Died: 10 Oct 1959 Helena, Lewis & Clark MT (Fort Harrison veterans’ hospital)   
Find A Grave record:  95184928 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Polson, Lake MT 
Cemetery:  Lakeview 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Montana Sgt 311 Repair Unit MIC WWI  
 
 
Father:  Stephen/Steven Samuel Sallee, 23 Sep 1869 Omaha, Douglas NE – 28 Apr 1939 
Polson, Lake MT. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Polson, Lake MT. 
Find A Grave:  95185064 
 
Mother: Amy A. Shull Sallee, 15 Apr 1873 Warsaw, Benton MO – 29 Aug 1968 Hot Springs, 
Sanders MT. Daughter of David Shull & Martha E. Nichols. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Hot Springs, Sanders MT. 
Find A Grave:  95179531 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Marietta Alice Taylor Sallee Winningham, 9 Jun 1899 Paradise, Sanders MT – 23 
Jun 1994 Lebanon, Linn OR. Used the name “Alice.” 
Married Clarence D. Winningham (b. 1907) on 11 Mar 1939 in Vancouver, Clark WA. He 
died in 1986, according to her obituary. She is buried in IOOF Cemetery, Lebanon, Linn OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  30636120 
Marriage: 7 Jul 1919 Kalispell, Flathead MT 
 
Children: 

• William Albert D. Sallee, 13 Sep 1927 Centralia, Lewis WA – 15 Jun 2018 Lebanon, Linn OR. 
In the US Navy in Oct 1959 when his father dies. – Married 13 Apr 1945 to Betty L. Womack. 
- Married Lola Deloris Fisher Bauer, daughter of Budd & LaVerne Fisher, on 8 Apr 1947 in 
Clark Co. WA. She was born 29 Apr 1930 in OR. – Married 5 Feb 1958 in Thurston Co. WA to 
Zona Mae Carper. Husband of Patricia C. Craig (1933-2009, F: 60558992). Buried in IOOF 
Cemetery, Lebanon, Linn OR. F: 192410913 
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• Vallarie Marietta Sallee Bates, 5 May 1930 Plains, Sanders MT - . Resident of Toledo OR in 
Oct 1959. Obtained a marriage license on 18 Jun 1948 in Clark Co. WA to Raymond Bates, 
son of Claude Bates & Nola Mae Frederick. – But on their 6 Dec 1965 divorce papers in Lane 
Co. OR, they said they had married 27 May 1961 in Reno, Washoe NV. Raymond was b. 
Watonga OK, there were 3 children under 18 years, the divorce was filed by Vallarie, 
charging mental cruelty. It had been the 2nd marriage for both. – Vallarie Sallee married 4 Jul 
1982 in Linn Co. OR to Roy Kinzer; they divorced 12 Aug 1983 in Linn Co. OR. She is found 
living in Wasilla AK in the time period of 2012-202.  

 
Siblings:  James was the oldest of 9 children. 

• Martha Sallee Matt, Apr 1893 MO (1900 census) – 23 Feb 1931 El Cerrito, Contra Costa CA 
(at the home of her sister Lodema Duncan).  She is listed as dying in 1931 in her mother’s 
obituary. Martha married Alexander (Alex) Michael (Mike) Matt, son of Maxime Matt & Susan 
Finley, on 13 Dec 1919 in Polson, Lake MT. Alex was born 10 Dec 1896 Polson, Lake MT & 
died 19 Oct 1977 in St. Maries ID, F: 137479743. He was Native American and Martha 
applied for tribal membership with the Flathead. The board considering membership 
thought she could be Native American on her mother’s side, perhaps of the “Potawatomi 
tribe” of KS. This request was denied. Alexander had married Grace Sloan on 7 Sep 1916 in 
Polson, Lake MT & on 7 Oct 1933 married Susan Paul in DeSmet, Kootenai ID.  Buried in 
Sunset View Cemetery, El Cerrito, Contra Costa CA. F: 137680914  

• Stephen Samuel Sallee Jr., 4 Jul 1895 Dover, Lafayette MO – 29 Jun 1964 Hot Springs, 
Sanders MT. Married 24 Aug 1929 in Polson, Lake MT to Mary Elizabeth Chatwin (1910 MN – 
1992 CA), the daughter of William J. Chatwin & Mary E. Carlson. He is buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery, Polson, Lake MT. F: 95179826 

• Anna Mabel Sallee [Styles?] Mckenzie Coon, 19 Jun 1898 Dover, Lafayette MO – 24 Nov 
1991 Hot Springs, Sanders MT. By default, the sister referred to as Mrs. R. Styles of MT in her 
sister Martha Matt’s Feb 1931 obituary. - Married 12 May 1933 in Lake Co. MT to Harry Elmer 
(also found as Albert) Mckenzie (b. 20 Mar 1899-d. 7 May 1971. SSN 517-03-3734, F: 
163538233). It was the 2nd marriage for both. Married on 7 Oct 1941 in Helena, Lewis & 
Clark MT to Oscar Martin (“Bud”) Coon (1893-1971, F: 95740888).  Buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery, Polson, Lake MT. F: 95741180 

• Alpha Omega Sallee Hunter Hedin, 15 Jan 1901 Omaha, Douglas NE – 28 Dec 1969 Polson, 
Lake MT. – Alpha Sallee married on 23 Dec 1921 in Billings, Yellowstone MT to Paul 
Raymond Hunter. He was age 25, b. Warrensburg MO, a resident of Pablo MT, the son of 
R.W. Hunter & Alie Reavis. Alpha was age 20, b. Dover MO. It was the 1st marriage for both.  
Paul Raymond Hunter was born 3 Jan 1896 MO & died 9 Feb 1925 Hot Springs, Fall River SD, 
F: 3320369. In the 1930 census for Maudlow, Gallatin MT, Alpha O. Hunter, 29 MO, widow, 
father b. NE, mother b. MO, was a schoolteacher. - Wife of John Arthur Hedin (1897 Sweden 
– 1959 MT, F: 91903043). She is confused in online family trees with a woman born 17 Aug 
1902 & died 24 Jul 1980. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Polson, Lake MT. F: 91903125 

• Hosea Amy Sallee Cecil, 13 Apr 1903 MO – 7 Jul 1990 Anchorage, Alaska. SSN 563-26-4071. 
Married on 23 Aug 1921 in Kalispell, Flathead MT to Harry Eugene Cecil (1893-1970, F: 
3560029). Resident of Richmond CA in Oct 1959, Jul 1964 & Dec 1969. Buried as Amy Cecil 
in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. F: 3560026 

• Duke M. Sallee, 8 Mar 1906 Yates Center, Woodson KS – 8 Nov 1974 Missoula, Missoula 
MT. He is likely the “Matta D.” in the 1920 census, there listed as a daughter, and therefore 
confused with his older sister, Martha, in online family trees, creating a person named 
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“Duke Martha Sallee” – who marries Alexander Matt. Married in 1936 to Freda Joan 
Pennanen (1905-2002, F: 235809149). Cremated. F: 235809078 

• Edna LaVera Sallee Reifschneider, 27 Aug 1908 Idaho Falls, Bonneville ID – 31 May 1993 
Plains, Sanders MT. Her birth certificate says she is her mother’s 8th child. Wife of Gearhart 
(George) Martin Reifschneider (1889-1967, F: 97486808). Her death record is found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319839-
00853?pId=20764. Buried in Custer National Cemetery, Crow Agency, Big Horn MT. F: 
97486796 

• Lodema Margaret (“Nikki”/”Nickki”) Sallee Duncan Byrns, 23 Oct 1911 MT – 25 Mar 1975 
Berkeley, Alameda Co. CA . SSN 551-20-6831. Her MT birth record indicates she was born 
near “Cames” [Camas] MT, near the Little Bitter Roots, the 9th child of her mother. Name 
found as Marie Dunca in 1939. Married 15 Sep 1928 in Alameda Co. CA to William 
Alexander Duncan (1893 TN – 1977, F: 147080605), the son of William Layette Duncan & 
Elsie/Alex Daugherty, while she was still in high school. In the 1940 census, William & 
Lodema lived in San Antonio, Los Angeles CA. – Married Allen Leon Byrns (1911-2000, SSN 
554-12-3418, F: 91566108). Allen was born in NE, the son of Myron Byrns & Jennie 
Barragree. -Resident of Missoula MT in Oct 1959 & Jul 1964 & of Alameda CA in Apr 1967 & 
Dec 1969. – Died with the name Lodema Byrns.  

 
Notes: https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L2S4-8VM 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – not yet accounted for from 
Tuscania: Sgt. James W. Sallee of Hot Springs MT, Medical Detachment, 6th Battalion, 20th 
Engineers. 
 
"Butte (MT) Miner" 20 Feb 1918 p 9 - not until 19 Feb that 37 soldiers were listed as alive, 1 
of them Sallee 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: Ancestry.com family trees link him to a different James William Sallee of 
Missouri, born Sep 1891. 
 
"Great Falls [MT] Tribune" 14 Oct 1959 p17 - age 68, res. of Hot Springs MT, b. Lexington 
MO 24 Feb 1891, came with parents to Polson MT in 1910, homesteaded with father in 
Wilkes Gulch near Hot Springs, Tuscania survivor, survived by son, daughter, 2 brothers, 5 
sisters 
 
Social Security number: 558-14-6808 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319839-00853?pId=20764
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319839-00853?pId=20764
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Dover, Lafayette MO 
Sam Sallee, 31 NE, Sep 1868, parents b. NE, married 10 years, farmer 
Amos, 27 MO, Apr 1873, father b. IN, mother b. IL [wife Amy] 
Willie, 9 MO, Feb 1891, at school 
Martha, 7 MO, Apr 1893, at school 
Sam, 5 MO, Jul 1894 
Anne M., 2 MO, Jun 1897 
 
1910 Flathead, Missoula MT – line 16 – Township 3, Range 8 Camp – he states he is older 
than he is 
J.W. Sallee, 21 MO, father b. NE, mother b. MO, laborer, US Survey 
Lodging with G.L. Sperry 
 
1920 Polson, Flathead MT – his family  
Samuel S. Sallee, 52 NE, parents b. US, farmer, general 
Amy A., 49 MO, father b. IN, mother b. IL 
Stephen S., 24 MO, cook, restaurant 
Mabel A., 21 MO 
Anna O., 19 MO 
Hosea T., 16 MO [daughter] 
Matta D., 13 KS [daughter – but this is likely son Duke] 
Edna L., 10 ID 
Lodema M., 7 MT 
[for the children: father b. NE, mother b. MO] 
 
1920 Baltimore, Baltimore MD 
James Sallee, 28 MO, parents b. US, sergeant, US Army 
Alice, 20 MT, parents b. Canada (French) 
 
1930 Plains, Sanders MT  
J. William Sallee, 40 MO, parents b. MO, age 29 at 1st marriage, farm laborer, stock farm, 
WWI veteran 
Alice M., 30 MT, parents b. Canada (French) 
William A., 2 WA 
 
1940 Culp Creek, Lane OR – his remarried wife, her husband & his 2 children – in 1935 in 
rural Sanders Co. MT. 
Clarence D. Winningham, 33 OR, hook tender, logging wood 
Alice Winningham, 40 MT [wife] 
William A. Sallee, 12 WA [stepson] 
Vallarie N. Sallee, 9 MT [stepdaughter] 
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1950 Laird, Liberty MT 
William J. Sallee, 59 MO, divorced, hired hand, farm hand on farm 
Living with Emil & Lavenia Eggers & Emil’s brother-in-law Lloyd S. Ingebretson 
 


