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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Schoonover, Henry Lewis 
1894 NE – 1975 AZ 
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Henry Lewis Schoonover - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/45248592/person/24216878163/media/075b71fb-9d94-4780-957f-
d831921db2f2?_phsrc=hFB53733&_phstart=successSource 
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Henry Lewis Schoonover – 2 photos above from Find A Grave 31002993 

 

 
Henry Lewis Schoonover – Find A Grave 30666968 
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Henry Lewis Schoonover – “Tacome (WA) News Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQVK-T52M 

 

 
WA, WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/271734:62272 

 
Life: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/271734:62272
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[article continues] 

“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Tacoma (WA) Times” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Friday 1 Mar 1935 p 10 

 
 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 30 May 1940 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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Almetta Margaret Johnston Schoonover – Find A Grave 31003465 
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Almetta Johnston Schoonover - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4206486/person/-
1637704326/media/da82f52d-a8f4-47c9-813b-8be72906bbbb 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Times” Thursday 14 Aug 1913 p 8 
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Marriage license & marriage on 13 Aug 1913 of Henry Lewis Schoonover & Almetta Johnston 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7878447:2378 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 16 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7878447:2378
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First Henry, then Almetta was the postmaster of Fiddletown, Amador CA -  Henry took charge 19 
Mar 1935 & resigned 6 Jun 1935; Almetta was in charge 1 Sep 1943 to 10 Jul 1959 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1932/images/30439_065395-
00071?pId=1595910 

 
 
 

Children: 
 

    
Son George Henry Schoonover (1914-1921) at left – at right George with his mother Almetta 

Johnston Schoonover – Find A Grave 116098981 
 

 
George develops polio – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Wednesday 16 Nov 1921 p 12 
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Death of George Henry Schoonover – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Wednesday 23 Nov 1921 p 3 

 
 
 

 
Son Albert Harvey Schoonover (1918-1995) – US Navy in WWII – Find A Grave 31003200 

 

 
Albert Schoonover & his childhood friend Marjorie Woolfolk. They promised each other at age 8 that 

they would marry – and they did. Find A Grave 31003200 
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Daughter Bette Noreen Schoonover Vose (1921-2011) – Find A Grave 88198147 
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Obituary of son-in-law Martin June Vose, husband of Bette Schoonover – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” 

Wednesday 19 May 1982 p 23 
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Son Patrick David Schoonover (1934-1994) – Find A Grave 30995523 

 

 
Father Jacob Henry Schoonover, mother Sarah Cox Schoonover & sister Stella Schoonover - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4206486/person/-1637713094/media/bb4d457c-
b783-40fe-8d92-c81596be2d82 
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Mother: 
 

 
Mother Sarah Alice Cox Schoonover – Find A Grave 57790373 

 

 
“St. Helens (OR) Mist” Friday 15 Oct 1915 p 4 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 24 Feb 1932 p 9 
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Excerpt from list of Tuscania saved – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 22 Nov 1927 p 2 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Jacob Martin Schoonover (1891-1908) dies from accidental gunshot wound, shot by 1 of his 

brothers – “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Monday 17 Aug 1908 p 8 
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“Roseburg (OR) Review” Saturday 15 Aug 1908 p 4 
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OR death record of Jacob Martin Schoonover -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60236547:61675 
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marriage in 1907 of Wesley Snodgrass to sister Bertha Alice Schoonover (1889-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4811:61677 
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sister Jennie Vera Schoonover LaChapelle (1897-1978) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/4206486/person/-1637712555/media/f86e117c-0dc2-47d9-aa4b-08a203563260 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4206486/person/-1637712555/media/f86e117c-0dc2-47d9-aa4b-08a203563260
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4206486/person/-1637712555/media/f86e117c-0dc2-47d9-aa4b-08a203563260
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Obituary of sister Jennie Schoonover La Chapelle’s husband, Arthur Joseph La Chapelle – 

“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 8 Sep 1977 p 60 
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WA marriage record of sister Leticia (Letty Ella Schoonover (1902-1988) to 1st husband Francis C. 

Seifert - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1355513314:2378 
 

 
Marriage license of Leticia Ella Schoonover Seifert Tolonen to Fred George Swanbeck – “Spokane 

(WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 11 Oct 1949 p 28 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1355513314:2378
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97700923:2378 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97700923:2378
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“Placerville (CA) Mountain Democrat” Thursday 14 Jan 1943 p 8 
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“Placerville (CA) Mountain Democrat” Thursday 21 Jun 1943 p 7 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6435/images/news-ca-plcrvll-
themntndmcrt.1943_01_21_0007?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=494457863 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6435/images/news-ca-plcrvll-themntndmcrt.1943_01_21_0007?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=494457863
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6435/images/news-ca-plcrvll-themntndmcrt.1943_01_21_0007?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=494457863
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 9 Jul 1968 p 11 
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Delayed OR birth certificate filed for sister Stella Florence Mildred Schoonover (1907-1977)   on 5 
Apr 1943 – birth on 1 Jul 1907 in Springbrook, Yamhill OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_302022005598_0292-
00647?pId=150308108 

 

 
Obituary of Stella Florence Mildred Schoonover Simpson McElhaney Wring – “Walnut Creek (CA) 

Contra Costa Times” Sunday 24 Apr 1977 p 43 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_302022005598_0292-00647?pId=150308108
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_302022005598_0292-00647?pId=150308108
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Sister Stella - https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4206486/person/-

1637712549/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4206486/person/-1637712549/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4206486/person/-1637712549/facts
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Stella Schoonover marries Lee Wilber Simpson on 16 Sep 1925 in San Francisco CA – “Visalia (CA) 

Daily Times” Wednesday 16 Sep 1925 p 5 
 
 
 

          
Name:  Henry Lewis Schoonover 
Name variations:  Louie Schoonover -   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:  250,404 
Entered service from:  Sumner, Pierce WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Henry L. Schoonover  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife A.M. Schoonover, Sumner WA 
Returned from war on: "Panaman" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Henry L. Schoonover 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Almetta Schoonover, Sumner WA (PFC, 16th Co., 
20th Engr) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Henry Lewis Schoonover - b. 12 Aug 1894 Rising City 
NE; res: National, Pierce WA. Married; has wife & 1 child. Logging for Pacific National Lumber Co., 
National WA. Claimed exemption from draft: “wife and child” – medium height & build. 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Fiddletown CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Henry Lewis Schoonover - b. 12 Aug 1894 Rising City 
NE; res: Main St., Fiddletown, Amador CA. NOK Almetta M. Schoonover, same address. Employed 
by United States Steel Corp., Columbia Plant, Pittsburg, Contra Costa CA. Height: 5’8” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  26 Apr 1919 
Address:  Winthrop WA 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Aug 1894 Rising City, Butler NE  
Died: 29 Apr 1975 Tucson, Pima AZ 
Has 2 Find A Grave records: 
Find A Grave record: 31002993 (memorial) – photo – presen  ce on Tuscania indicated in 
text 
Find A Grave: 30666968 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Tucson, Pima AZ 
Cemetery:  Holy Hope 
Tombstone: veteran flat: PFC US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Jacob Henry Schoonover, 1 May 1863 Snicoto, Mason IL – 24 Mar 1929 Brentwood, 
Contra Costa CA. Son of Fleming Schoonover & Thirissa Hamilton. Buried in Union 
Cemetery, Brentwood, Contra Costa CA but not on Find A Grave as of 23 Oct 2022. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Sarah Alice Cox Schoonover, 19 Sep 1865 St. Joseph, Buchanan MO – 13 Feb 1932 
Oregon City, Clackamas OR. Daughter of James Harrison Cox & Virginia Henrietta Turner. 
Buried in Kilpatrick Post GAR Cemetery, Newberg, Yamhill OR. 
Find A Grave:  57790373 
Parents’ marriage:  24 Feb 1884 Kryakuk, Holt NE. 
 
Spouse: Almetta Margaret Johnston Schoonover, 5 Mar 1897 Sumner, Pierce WA – 11 Jun 
1986 Stockton, San Joaquin CA. Daughter of Harvey Johnston & Lena Tacoma Baker. On 
the Find A Grave record 23392113 for her daughter-in-law Marjorie Woolfolk Schoonover 
(married to her son Albert), it reports that Almetta was in a wheelchair & bedridden during 
most of her late life, and Marjorie was her caregiver. Buried in Fiddletown Cemetery, 
Fiddletown, Amador CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  31003465 
Marriage: 13 Aug 1913 Pierce Co. WA 
 
Children: 
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• George Henry Schoonover, 13 Jun 1914 Seattle, King WA – 21 Nov 1921 Tacoma, Pierce WA. 
Died at age 7 of polio. Burial location unknown. F: 116098981 

• Albert Harvey Schoonover, 24 Jul 1918 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 14 Jan 1995 Plymouth, Amador 
CA. Married 10 Aug 1936 in Carson City NV to Marjorie Helen (Margie/Helen) Woolfolk 
(1919-2021, F: 233921113). Served in the US Navy in WWII. Buried in Fiddletown Cemetery, 
Fiddletown, Amador CA. F: 31003200 

• Bette Noreen (Bette Lou) Schoonover Vose, 2 Nov 1921 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 7 Nov 2011 
North Highlands, Sacramento CA. Wife of Marvin June Vose (1927-1982, F: 54204193). 
Buried in Fiddletown Cemetery, Fiddletown, Amador CA. F: 88198147 

• Joan Alice Schoonover, 19 Sep 1924 Sumner, Pierce WA – 11 Nov 1925 CA. Died at age 1 of 
obstruction of the bowels. Buried in Exeter District Cemetery, Exeter, Tulare CA. F; 
48291597 

• Patrick David Schoonover, 28 Mar 1934 Jackson, Amador CA – 22 Oct 1994 Turlock, 
Stanislaus CA. Married 5 Oct 1968 in San Joaquin Co. CA to Doreen Rochelle Walker (1942-
2005, F: 30995611). Buried in Lodi Memorial Park & Cemetery, Lodi, San Joaquin CA. F: 
30995523 

 
Siblings:  Henry was the 4th child. 

• James Berton (“Bert”) Schoonover, 19 Mar 1886 Rising City, Butler NE – 7 Feb 1964 Amador 
Co. CA. Married 18 Jan 1910 Houlton, Columbia OR to Frances Mabel (“Mae”/”Frankie”) 
Tyrell (1888-1976, F: 7309529). Buried in Plymouth Memorial Cemetery, Plymouth, Amador 
CA. F; 7309530 

• Bertha Alice (“Alice”) Schoonover Snodgrass McKenzie McCray Fenton Roof Glasford, 27 
May 1889 Deadwood, Lawrence SD – 1 Jul 1958 Amador Co. CA. – Married 30 Mar 1907 in 
Newberg OR to Wesley William Snodgrass (1881 WA – 1952 WA, F: 37910297). She was age 
17 & he was 26. First marriage for both. – Shen then married a man named McKenzie since, 
as Alice McKenzie, she married on 18 Mar 1919 in Pierce Co. WA to George T. McCray 
(1897-1966). -  As Bertha Alice Schoonover, married 21 Nov 1924 in Okanogan Co. WA to 
George Washington Fenton (1887-1944, F: 104221108). – Married a man named Roof. 
Social Security noted a surname change to Roof as of Jan 1942. - As Alice Roof, she married 
on 11 Aug 1952 in Spokane, Spokane WA to Raymond Grifein Glasford (1894-1965, F: 
198280318). - Buried as Glasford in Plymouth Memorial Cemetery, Plymouth, Amador CA. 
F: 166037573 

• Jacob Martin Schoonover, Apr 1891 Deadwood, Lawrence SD – 16 Aug 1908 Portland, 
Multnomah OR. He & his brother (unnamed, but by default James or Henry, with Henry 
being closer to Jacob in age) were tussling over an old, rusty .32-calibre revolver when it 
discharged & Jacob was shot in the abdomen & subsequently died at age 17. Buried in 
Gibbs Cemetery, Yamhill Co. OR. F: 31474743 

• Jennie Vera Schoonover La Chapelle, 17 Mar 1897 IL – 8 Apr 1978 Amador Co. CA. Married 
15 Dec 1917 in Tacoma, Pierce WA to Arthur Joseph La Chapelle (1892-1977, F: 
166076527). Buried in Plymouth Memorial Cemetery, Plymouth, Amador CA. F: 166076610 

• Leticia Ella (“Letty”) Schoonover Seifert Tolonen Swanbeck Bino, 1900 (tombstone) or ca. 
1902 (1910 census) WY- 5 Apr 1988 Spokane, Spokane WA. – Married on 19 Aug 1922 in 
Vancouver, Clark WA to Francis Clayton Seifert (1900-1942, F: 135256425). They had 7 
children. -  Married Ordie Robert Tolonen (1896-1975, F: 3939936). – Married 18 Nov 1949 in 
Spokane, Spokane WA to Fred George Swanbeck (1889-1966, F: 228902106). Their 
marriage license was obtained in Oct 1949. -  Married 11 Jul 1968 in Deer Park, Spokane WA 
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to Paul Bino Jr. (1904-1972, F: 35829710). – Died with the surname Bino & buried in 
Woodland Cemetery, Deer Park, Spokane WA. F: 35829836 

• Guy Tie Schoonover, 1904 Trout Creek, Sanders MT – 30 Nov 1920 Eatonville, Pierce WA. - 
Buried in Eatonville Cemetery, Eatonville, Pierce WA. F: 19036365 

• Stella Florence Mildred Schoonover Simpson McElhaney Wring, 1 Jul 1907 Springbrook, 
Yamhill OR - 23 Apr 1977 Walnut Creek, Contra Costa CA. – She was married to Lee Wilber 
Simpson (1901-1957, F: 101281736 on 16 Sep 1925 in the city hall in San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA. In the 1930 census, they lived in San Diego, San Diego CA with their daughter 
Gloria A. Simpson (3 CA). Lee was age 29 WI, she 22 OR. He listed his 1st marriage at age 24 
& she listed her at age 17. – Married to Allen Andrew McElhaney (1898-1987, F: 59051922). 
In the 1940 census, Allen (42 PA) & Stella (32 OR) lived in Pittsburg, Contra Costa CA. Allen 
was a “furnace man.” – Married to Randolph John Wring (1906-1968, F: 158519877). In the 
1950 census, Randolph & Stella, both age 42, live in Contra Costa Co. CA. – Buried with the 
surname Wring in Jackson City Cemetery, Jackson, Amador CA. F:   158519913 

: 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Arizona Daily Star" (Tucson) 30 Apr 1975 p 35 - Deaths: age 80, Tucson, April 29, Evergreen   
 
Social Security number: 546-26-1183 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Cheyenne, Laramie WY – 2205 O’Neal St. 
Jacob Schoonover, 37 IL, May 1863, parents b. IL, married 17 years, laborer 
Alice, 34 MO, Sep 1865, father b. TN, mother b. VA, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Bert, 16 NE, Mar 1884, at school 
Alice, 11 Dakota, May 1889, at school 
Martain, 9 Dakota, Apr 1891, at school 
Lewis, 5 NE, Aug 1894, at school 
Jennie, 3 IL, Mar 1897 
 
1910 Houlton, Columbia OR 
Jacob H. Schoonover, 45 IL, parents b. IN, married 26 years, in 1st marriage, laborer, logging 
camp 
Sarah C., 42 MO, father b. TN, mother b. VA, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
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Lewis H., 15 NE, laborer, stave factory 
Jennie V., 13 IL 
Lettie E., 8 WY 
Guy T., 5 MT 
Stella M., 3 OR 
 
1920 Sumner, Pierce WA – Sumner Ave. 
Henry L. SCHOOBROKER [SCHOONOBER?], 25 NE, father b. IL, mother b. MO, laborer, 
common 
Almetta, 22 WA, father b. OH,  
George H., 5 WA 
Alber H., 1 WA 
 
 
1930 census Township 8, Contra Costa Co. CA – the surname of Schoonover is missing 
from this record – the family surname is recorded as LEWIS – Mirtapolo Ave. 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/89054393:6224 
Henry Lewis, 35 NE, father b. NE, mother b. MO, age 19 at 1st marriage, wire builder, steel 
mills, WWI veteran 
Almeta, 33 WA, father b. OH, mother b. WA, age 16 at 1st marriage 
Albert, 11 WA 
Bettylou, 8 WA 
 
1940 Plymouth, Amador CA – in same house in 1935 
Henry L. Schoonover, 40 NE, postmaster, mail 
Almetta, 43 WA 
Betty Lou, 18 WA 
Patrick D., 6 CA 
 
1950 Okanogan Co. WA 
Henry L. Schoonover, 55 NE, separated, farmer, farm, lodger with: 
Thelma L. Howard, 39 CA, divorced, farmer, farm [head of household] 
Joyce G. Howard, 16 CA [daughter] 
 
1950 Amador Co. CA – estranged wife & son 
Almetta M. Schoonover, 53 WA, separated, postmistress, postal department 
Patrick D., 16 CA [son] 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/89054393:6224

