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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Salbreiter, William Philip 
1880 WI – 1931 WI 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Racine (WI) Journal-Times” Monday 14 Dec 1931 p 1 
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WI application for physician license 1909 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/312630:61705?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba2293fde97e2c84d9ec167507cfd7dd&
_phsrc=hFB52451&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/312630:61705?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba2293fde97e2c84d9ec167507cfd7dd&_phsrc=hFB52451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/312630:61705?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba2293fde97e2c84d9ec167507cfd7dd&_phsrc=hFB52451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/312630:61705?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba2293fde97e2c84d9ec167507cfd7dd&_phsrc=hFB52451&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQLS-Z52M 

 
 
 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 15 May 1907 p 5 

 

 
“Bismarck (ND) Tribune” Sunday 22 Mar 1908 p 2 

 
 

 
“Bismarck (ND) Tribune” Thursday 9 Apr 1908 p 2 
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“Racine (WI) Journal” Tuesday 23 Jun 1908 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
With wife #1 - “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 11 Jul 1914 p 7 

 
 

 
 
 

With Wife #1 - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 17 Jul 1914 p 7 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 29 Dec 1914 p 7 

 
 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 29 Dec 1914 p 7 
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His 1st wife – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 25 Aug 1915 p 6 

 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 17 May 1918 p 12 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 6 Nov 1918 p 7 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 15 Oct 1921 p 7 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 11 Nov 1921 p 15 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 4 Jan 1926 p 1 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 15 May 1931 p 4 

 
Wife #2 Josephine Bahl: 

 

 
Josephine Susan Bahl Salbreiter - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/83238234/person/38473154213/media/9430e3e7-84e6-45fc-
8a5e-58ceed08f1ae?_phsrc=hFB52449&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83238234/person/38473154213/media/9430e3e7-84e6-45fc-8a5e-58ceed08f1ae?_phsrc=hFB52449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83238234/person/38473154213/media/9430e3e7-84e6-45fc-8a5e-58ceed08f1ae?_phsrc=hFB52449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83238234/person/38473154213/media/9430e3e7-84e6-45fc-8a5e-58ceed08f1ae?_phsrc=hFB52449&_phstart=successSource
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 25 Oct 1919 p 9 
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Milwaukee WI birth record of Josephine Susan Bahl - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/142354:61719 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 25 Jun 1887 p 3 

 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 6 Jan 1890 p 3 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 17 Mar 1890 p 3 

 
 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 5 Aug 1890 p 4 
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Racine WI news – “Chicago (IL) Inter Ocean” Sunday 10 Aug 1890 p 24 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Obituary of mother Catherine Kvein/Coyne Salbreiter – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” 

Monday 10 Jan 1887 p 3 
 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 29 Jun 1887 p 3 
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“Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) Wednesday 6 Jul 1887 p 4 – this story was published 

across the country 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage of brother Charles J. Salbreiter (1874-1949) to Josephine Schweitzer on 17 Jun 

1903 in Racine WI – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 17 Jun 1903 p 5 
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Estate of Charles J. Salbreiter “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 24 Jul 1950 p 19 
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Obituary of brother Charles J. Salbreiter (1874-1949) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” 

Wednesday 28 Dec 1949 p 20 
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Marriage of sister Mary Salbreiter (1875-1970) to William Thielen on 17 Oct 1906 – ‘Racine 

(WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 17 Oct 1906 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Mary Salbreiter Thielen – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 28 Aug 1970 

p 22 
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Obituary of brother Rev. Bernard Salbreiter (1878-1940), a Catholic priest – “Sheboygan 

(WI) Press” Tuesday 16 Apr 1940 p 4 
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Obituary of sister Sophia Salbreiter (1882-1884) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 

13 Aug 1884 p 3 
 

         
Name:  William Philip Salbreiter 
Name variations:  nickname: Bill – also found as Phillip – middle initial also found as H.  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Sanitary #1 – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Racine, Racine WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William P. Salbreiter 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Charles J. Salbreiter, 1436 Lincoln St., Racine WI 
Returned from war on: "Rhode Island" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William P. Salbreiter 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Charles J. Salbreiter, 1436 Lincoln, Racine WI 
(captain, San. Sq. #7, 107th Sanitary Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as William PHILLIP Salbreiter 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed:   
Born: 22 Apr 1880 
Died: 12 Dec 1931 
Address:  1449 Douglas Ave., Racine WI 
Rank/unit: captain, Medical Corps     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  22 Apr 1880 Racine, Racine WI (north side of town)  
Died: 12 Dec 1931 Racine, Racine WI (in the basement of his home at 1449 Douglas St., 
Racine, while tending to his furnace)   
Find A Grave record: 131704511 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Racine, Racine WI 
Cemetery:  Holy Cross Catholic 
Tombstone: inscription: M.D. / Capt. Med Corps 32 Div A.E.F. 1917-1919  
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Father:  Charles B. Salbreiter, 1850 WI – Aug 1890 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. Was a building 
contractor & Racine WI alderman in the 7th Ward. Following the death of his wife in Jan 
1887, he invites everyone via a newspaper article to a “feast” in Jul 1887 thanking those 
who cared for her. The story was printed across the U.S. when this turns into an intoxicated 
disturbance when 3,000 people attend, reportedly both due to free “liquid refreshment” as 
well as publicity about his mental condition. It is reported that he is examined for insanity 
twice but found sane, until he is institutionalized in Oshkosh WI at the Northern State 
Hospital for the Insane. He had threatened people with guns & his visiting Racine friends 
find him a “perfect idiot” at the insane asylum, unable to dress or feed himself or talk. To a 
2022 mind, these are all signs of Alzheimer’s disease. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic 
Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. 
Find A Grave: 131704443   
 
Mother: Catherine Coyne Salbreiter, 1846 Ireland – 8 Jan 1887 Racine, Racine WI. Daughter 
of William Coyne & Catherine Tynon. In the 1870 census for Dover, Racine WI, Catherine 
Coyne (22 Ireland, a domestic servant) lived with her parents William Coyne (60 Ireland, 
railroad guard) & Catherine Coyne (62 Ireland, keeping house). Buried in Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. 
Find A Grave:  131704434 
Parents’ marriage: 1 Jun 1874 Chicago, Cook IL 
 
Spouse: In the 1930 census, William said he had first been married at age 31, which was 18 
years earlier than his age of 1949. This computes to a marriage circa 1912. Dr. & Mrs. 
Salbreiter are mentioned in the Racine WI newspaper as taking a road trip in Jul 1914 & 
Mrs. Salbreiter visits Milwaukee WI with a group of 3 other women in Aug 1915. Unable to 
find a marriage record or newspaper account. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Josephine Susan Bahl Salbreiter, 30 May 1896 Milwaukee Co. WI – 8 Feb 1997 
Broken Arrow, Tulsa OK. SSN 396-44-1197. Daughter of Peter K. Bahl (F: 118076595) & 
Johanna Holley (F: 118076659). She continued to use the name Mrs. W.P. Salbreiter after 
she was widowed.  Died at age 100.  Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Racine, 
Racine WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 159903149   
Marriage: 22 Oct 1919 in Milwaukee Co. WI. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Charles Joseph Salbreiter, 24 Mar 1874 Chicago, Cook IL – 27 Dec 1949 Racine, Racine WI 
(in St. Mary’s Hospital). Married Josephine Schweitzer (d. 28 Aug 1949) in Racine, Racine WI 
on 17 Jun 1903. According to his obituary, Charles is buried in Holy Cross Catholic 
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Cemetery, Racine, Racine Wi, but neither he nor his wife is on Find A Grave as of 9 Oct 
2022. 

• Mary (“Mayme”) T. Salbreiter Thielen, 17 Oct 1875 Chicago, Cook IL – 27 Aug 1970 Racine, 
Racine WI. Wife of William Thielen (1868-1954, F; 95324378), whom she married 17 Oct 
1906 in Racine, Racine WI. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. F: 
95324882 

• Bernard Salbreiter, 10 Aug 1878 Racine, Racine WI – 13 Apr 1940 Beaver Dam, Dodge WI (at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital). Studied at the Catholic seminary at Mount Calvary & then at St. 
Francis Seminary, where he was ordained a Roman Catholic priest 17 Jun 1901. Assistant 
pastor at St. Boniface Church, Manitowoc WI, then pastor at St. Mary’s Church, Sheboygan 
Falls WI. Began instructor at St. Francis Seminary in 1912. During WWI, served as a 
chaplain with rank of captain overseas & in Germany with the Army of Occupation. Became 
pastor at St. James Church, Mukwonago WI, until he resigned due to ill health in 1938, then 
serving at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Beaver Dam WI. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, 
Racine, Racine WI. F: 131704457 

• Sophia Salbreiter, 17 Feb 1882 Racine, Racine WI – 13 Aug 1884 Racine, Racine WI. Died of 
scarlet fever. Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Racine, Racine WI. F: 131704420 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Upon graduation from the Marquette University School of Law in Milwaukee WI, William 
practiced medicine in Bismarck ND. He was there in 1908. In 1909 he applied for a 
physician’s license to practice medicine in Wisconsin.  
 
Wartime: 
 
"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – Salbreiter, a doctor & lieutenant, arrived at 
Camp MacArthur TX with his Sanitary Corps of 14 men & told the owner of 12-15 vacant 
cottages to make them sanitary. After waiting a reasonable amount of time, he poured a 
barrel of crude oil over them & then set them afire. He had his crew remove all traces of the 
buildings. That settled the question of sanitation, since the doctor stands for "no 
foolishness." 
 
"Sheboygan [WI] Press" 18 Jul 1918 p 3 – A letter from Rev. B. Salbreiter, the summer 
chaplain at Camp Custer, who tried to become an Army chaplain in Feb 1918 but was not 
released from St. Francis Seminary where he is a teacher, reported on the disappointment 
shared by his brother Bill, "always my pal," the commanding officer of 1st Sanitary Sq., 
32nd Division, AEF, who is now in France (or rather Alsace, Germany). "Bill's letters are 
might interesting, but not nearly so thrilling as his account of the torpedoing of the 
Tuscania on which doomed ship he spent some two hours after it was struck down."  
 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 14 Dec 1931 p 1, 14 - photo - Dr. Salbreiter, age 51, a doctor in 
Racine WI for the past 23 years, suffered from high blood pressure. Died of apoplexy. His 
father Charles B. Salbreiter was on the Racine city council. Attended Milwaukee Normal & 
graduated from Marquette Medical School. Spent a year or more as a doctor in Bismarck 
ND. Tuscania survivor where he did "valiant duty" as a doctor as well as on French 
battlefields. Served on Racine board of health, member of American Legion. Survived by 
wife Josephine, sister, 2 brothers. Son of Charles B. (d. 1890) & Catherine (Kvein) (d. 1887) 
Salbreiter. His parents, grandparents, etc. are buried in Holy Cross Cemetery. 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Racine, Racine WI – St. Patrick St. – conducted 4 Jun 1880 
Charly Salbreiter, 30 WI, parents b. Prussia, painter 
Catheren, 35 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, keeping house 
Charly, 6 IL, with note “measles” 
May, 5 IL 
Barney, 2 WI 
William, 1 month WI 
 
1900 Racine, Racine WI – St. Clair St. 
Bunkard Salbreiter, 92 Germany, Mar 1808, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1896, in US for 54 
years, naturalized, landlord 
Dara [Dora] Salbveiter, 45 Wi, Nov 1854, parents b. Germany [daughter] 
& grandchildren: 
Charles Salbreiter, 26 IL, Mar 1874, single, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, cutter, shoe factory 
Mary Salbreiter, 23 IL, Oct 1876, single, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, Fact [factory?] 
William Salbreiter, 20 WI, single, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, drugist [sic] 
 
1910 Racine, Racine WI – 1401 Douglas Ave. 
William P. Salbreiter, 29 Wi, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, physician, general practice 
Roswell F. Foster, 27 NY, parents b. NY, physician, general practice [partner] 
 
1920 Racine, Racine WI – 1303 Douglas Ave. 
William P. Salkeriter [Salbreiter], 39 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Ireland, physician, general practice 
Josephine, 24 WI, parents b. WI 
 
1930 Racine, Racine WI – 1449 Douglas Ave. 
Paul GALBREITER, 49 Wi, father b. WI, mother b. Irish Free State, age 31 at 1st marriage, physician, 
own practice, WWI veteran 
Josephine Galbreiter, 33 WI, parents b. WI [wife] 
Frederick H. Bahl, 25 WI, parents b. WI, single, dentist, own practice [brother-in-law] 
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