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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

 TUSCANIA 
 
 

Schmidtmeyer, Henry Frank 
1886 WI – 1976 WI 
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Henry Frank Schmidtmeyer – “Honor Roll, Chippewa County, Wisconsin” 1919 p. 81  -  

https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-
EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=Local+Area+History%2Fwe000000%2F20101207%2F000
00026&page_name=00010001&view_width=20&rotation=0&query1=&collection_filter=true&searc

h_doc= 
 

on the same page: 

https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=Local+Area+History%2Fwe000000%2F20101207%2F00000026&page_name=00010001&view_width=20&rotation=0&query1=&collection_filter=true&search_doc=
https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=Local+Area+History%2Fwe000000%2F20101207%2F00000026&page_name=00010001&view_width=20&rotation=0&query1=&collection_filter=true&search_doc=
https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=Local+Area+History%2Fwe000000%2F20101207%2F00000026&page_name=00010001&view_width=20&rotation=0&query1=&collection_filter=true&search_doc=
https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=Local+Area+History%2Fwe000000%2F20101207%2F00000026&page_name=00010001&view_width=20&rotation=0&query1=&collection_filter=true&search_doc=
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At the left is Henry’s younger brother Benjamin Schmidtmeyer (1888-1962, F: 146705723). At the 
right is Francis Xavier Schmidmeyer (1896-1993, F: 65525979), named for Henry & Benjamin’s 

father. He is the son of Henry & Benjamin’s half-brother, Carl August Schmidmeyer, by their 
father’s 1st wife.  
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/88691446/person/422312719330/media/dbbcaa44-9a2e-4f7b-8ba9-2a6fc98814c3 
 
 

 
The SCHMIDTMAYER family includes mother Ida (widow of Francis X.) & her children Benjamin, 

Francis [Miss], Henry, Otto & Richard - Chippewa Falls WI 1917 city directory - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/882220983:2469 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/882220983:2469
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-HSL5-
9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW97-5DPZ 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 6 Nov 1976 p 4 
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Claims that Henry was the oldest WWI veteran in the state of Wisconsin. A quick check on the 
Internet found at least one exception immediately: J. Vincent Hood of Racine WI who died in 1997 
at age 101.  – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 11 Nov 1976 p 4 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 10 Aug 1935 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 12 Aug 1935 p 4 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 23 Jan 1954 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 7 Apr 1971 p 5 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 15 Jul 1975 p 4 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Elizabeth Zinsli to Henry SCHMIDMEYER  – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 22 

Sep 1924 p 3 
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Obituary of wife Elizabeth Zinsli Schmidtmeyer – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Saturday 19 Jun 1976 p 4 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 25 Jun 1976 p 7 

 
 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Tuesday 19 Aug 1930 p 3 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father, Francis Xavier SCHMIDTMEYER – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls 
WI) Saturday 16 Jan 1904 p 3 

 
 

 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Ida Schmiel (Schmidt) Schmidmayr – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa 
Falls WI) Monday 27 Apr 1942 p 3 
 
Father’s 1st wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/534620:9088?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a84b13d85b4458ad979d16821f90f9c&_phsrc=h
FB53589&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
     

 
Funeral of sister Carolyn (Carrie) Schmidmayr Cantini (1878-1959) - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 14 Nov 1959 p 4 
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Obituary of brother Richard A. Schmidmayr (1883-1958) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa 

Falls WI) Monday 11 Aug 1958 p 1 
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Marriage on 2 May 1911 of brother Richard A. Schmidtmeyer to Mary Vieu, with Henry as best man – 

“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 3 May 1911 p 3 
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Death of brother-in-law Delvin Roscoe (“Dell”) Chase, married to his sister Helen L. Schmidmeyer 
(1883-1958) - “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Wednesday 11 Feb 1959 p 1 
 

 
“Chippewa (WI) Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 10 Feb 1959 p 2 
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Obituary of Helen L. Schmidmayr Chase (1883-1958) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Saturday 15 

Mar 1958 p 6 
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Left: Obituary of brother Otto Leo Schmidmayr (1885-1959) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 15 May 1959 p 4 - Right: Otto Leo Schmidmayr - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/18422356/person/20481106629/media/b774d5e7-4f7f-4ad0-8abf-61a5d85d6e71 
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Obituary of brother Benjamin A. Schmidtmeyer (1888-1962) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 
Saturday 12 May 1962 p 3 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of half-brother Carl Schmidmeyer (1867-1924) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Tueday Jun 1924 p 11 
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Obituary of Exilda A. Beaudette Schmidmeyer, wife of Carl August Schmidmeyer – “Eau Claire (WI) 

Leader-Telegram” Friday 7 Jan 1961 p 3 
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Half-sister Emily Margaret Schmidmayr Heisler (1870-1945) – Find A Grave 59297989 

 

 
Obituary of Emily Margaret Schmidmayr Heisler – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls 

WI) Friday 23 Nov 1945 p 3 
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Name:  Henry Frank Schmidtmeyer [ship] / Henry Frank Schmidtmayer [tombstone] 
Name variations:  Schmidmayr (used by parents & some siblings)- Schmidmeyer – 
Schmidtmeier  - Schmidmayer -  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - corporal 
Serial number:  250,951 
Entered service from:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Henry Frank Schmidtmeyer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. F.X. Schmidtmeyer, 216 W. Elm St., Chippewa Falls WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Henry Schmidtmeyer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Miss Francis Schmidtmeyer, 216 W. Elm St., Chippewa 
Falls WI (PFC, Co. A, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Henry F. Schmidtmeyer - b. 11 Jan 1886 Eagle Point 
WI; res: 818 N. Elm, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Single. Lineman for North American Telegraph 
Co., Chippewa Falls WI. Claimed exemption from draft: “belong to Wis Nat Guard” – medium 
height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Chippewa Falls WI (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI 
Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Henry Frank Schmidtmeyer - b. 11 Oct 1886 Eagle 
Point, Chippewa WI; res:1612 N. 24th,  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. NOK Elizabeth Schmidtmeyer, 
same address. Employed by Alvin Horn, Milwaukee School Board, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
“goiter scar on neck” – Height: 5’8” – 160 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  216 W. Elm St., Chippewa Falls WI 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  11 Jan 1886 (WWI draft) or 11 Oct 1886 (WWII draft) or 11 Jan 1887 (Veterans Administration 
Military Index) Eagle Point, Chippewa WI 6 Nov 1976 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI (in St. 
Joseph's Hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 146705722 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Cemetery:  Calvary 
Tombstone: veteran flat: PFC US Army WWI   
 
Father:  Francis Xavier Schmidmayr, Apr 1829 Bavaria (Bayern), Germany – 15 Jan 1904 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in St. Paul & St. Jude North Catholic Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. 
Allegedly opened the 1st brewery in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WA. 
Henry’s  mother was his father’s 2nd wife. Francis Xavier was first married to Amelia/Amalia 
(“Mary”) Louise Friedman (Friedemer), whose 1st husband was Benjamin Gebhard (see below). 
They married in 1866. 
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Find A Grave:  106115717 
 
Mother: Ida Schmiel (Find A Grave) or Schmidt (obituary) Schmidmayr, 18 Jul 1854 Sullivan, 
Jefferson Wi (obituary: 2 Jul 1854) – 25 Apr 1942 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in 
St. Paul & St. Jude North Catholic Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  172474741 
Parents’ marriage:  30 Jun 1877 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI (following Amalia’s death) 
 
Father’s 1st wife: 
Amelia/Amalia (“Mary”) Louise Friedman (Friedemer/Friedemann) , 1827 (1860 census) or 
1834 Baien, Baden-Württemberg, Prussia – 20 Dec 1875 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
As Amalia Friedemann, she married Benjamin Gebhard in WI [date not shown on record]. 
He was born ca. 1824 in Prussia [claiming to be age 36 in the 1860 census]. Benjamin died 
27 Feb 1866 in Chippewa Co. WI. 
Her child by Gebhard lalso found as Gebhart]: 

• Paul Phillip Gebhard, 9 May 1858 WI – 14 Sep 1924 
• Adolph M. Gebhardm 9 Feb 1860 WI –  
• Karl Benjamin, 13 Apr 1864 Chippewa Co. WI. Presumably dead by the time his mother’s 

will was probate 31 Dec 1877. 
• Clara Gebhard, 31 Aug 1865 WI – 25 May 1879 Sheboygan Co. WI 
• Frederick Gebhard, 1868 WI 

Her will was probated in Chippewa Co. WI. Her son Adolph M. Gebhard, by her 1st 
husband, the deceased Benjamin Gebhard, born 9 Feb 1860 petitioned 20 Jun 1878 to be 
administrator. He noted his brother as Philip Paul Gebhard, born 9 May 1858, as a co-heir. 
Paul was recorded as age 18, Adolph as age 17. The value of the estate was reported as 
$10,000 with $3,000 in debts. The forms also note that she left a surviving husband, Fracis 
X. Schmidtmeyer & her 2 children by him, Carl Augustus Schmidtmeyer (age 9) & Emilie 
Margareth Schmidtmeyer (age 6). Francis petitions to be administrator on 24 Nov 1876. A 
confusing entry shows a claim by Herman Englebretson of a delivery of barley to the 
deceased while she was running a brewery, on 20 Jan 1897 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa 
WI – but she would have been dead by then. 
 
Spouse:  Elizabeth Zinsli Schmidtmeyer, 1893 Lake Nebagamon, Douglas WI  -9 Jun 1976 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Daughter of Joseph Zinsli (1864 Switzerland-1936, F: 
171232487) & Louise Nowak (1870-1951, F: 171232435. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  146705724 
Marriage: 22 Sep 1924 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI, in the rectory of St. Charles 
Catholic Church. 
 
Children: 
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Siblings: In the 1900 census, Ida says she has given birth to 10 children, 7 of whom are 
living. Listed are Richard, Helen, Otto, Henry, Benjamin & Francis; Carrie would have been 
married.  

• Carolyn (Carrie) Schmidmayr Cantini, 1878 – Nov 1959. Listed as Mrs. Christ Continue of 
Cornell WI in her half-brother Carl’s Jun 1924 obituary. Resident of Bloomer, Chippewa WI 
in 1945. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Resident of Milwaukee 
WI in May 1959. F: 146704997 

• Frederick Carl Schmidmayr, 1881 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 10 Jul 1881 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. 

• Helen L. (“Belle”) Schmidmeyer Dell, 1883 WI [or Jul 1880 in 1900 census] – 4 Mar 1958 
Cornell, Chippewa WI. Wife of Delvin Roscoe Dell (3 May 1884 WI – 10 Feb 1959 Wi, F: 
76603323). Died after a long illness. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI. F: 144027317 

• Richard Anthony Schmidmayr, 11 Sep 1883 [also found as 1882] Chippewa Falls, Chippewa 
WI (obituary) or 1885 Find A Grave – 9 Aug 1958 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Married 
Mary Vieu on 2 May 1911 in St. Charles Church, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in 
Calvary Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 146705719 

• Otto Leo Schmidmayr, 14 Jan 1885 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 15 May 1959 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Husband of anna M. Steichen (1886-1979, F: 43329963) whom he 
married 1 Jul 1919 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Buried in St. Paul & St. Jude North 
Catholic Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. F: 43330002 

• Benjamin A. Schmidtmeyer, 8 Dec 1888 Eagle Point township WI – 10 May 1962 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. In the “Honor Roll of Waushara County” listing WWI service, his 
birthdate is listed as 8 Dec 1889. He entered the US Army on 3 May 1918 at Chippewa Falls 
WI & was assigned to Co. B, 53rd Infantry, 6th Division. He sailed to war on 6 Jul 1918 & 
fought at Verdun & Alsace-Lorraine. He sailed back to the US, arriving 30 Dec 1918 & was 
discharged 23 Jan 1919. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 
146705723 

• Frances M. Schmidmeyer Thibedeau, 21 Dec 1891 WI – 9 Mar 1993. Wife of Edward F. 
Thibedeau (1900-1990). Buried in Spooner Cemetery, Spooner, Washburn WI. F: 
133577983 

 
Half-siblings: by his father’s 1st marriage, to Amelia/Amalia Friedman Gebhard 

• Carl [Carlton] August Schmidmeyer, 9 Apr 1867 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 14 Jun 
1924 WI. Baptized 9 Jun 1867 in Notre Dame Church, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Married 22 Apr 1895 in Chippewa Co. WI to Exilda A. Beaudette (1876-1961, F: 102235974). 
His WI birth record lists him as the son of Francis Xavier & Amalia S. Schmidtmeier. His 
name on the marriage record is listed as Carl A. Smithmayer. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 102235971 

• Emily Margaret Schmidmayr Heisler, 31 Oct 1870 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 22 Nov 
1945 Bloomer, Chippewa Wi. Baptized 11 Jun 1871 in the Catholic Church in Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI; her mother is listed as Amalia Friedemer. Married in Chicago, Cook IL 
in 1898 to Henry Louis Heisler (1867-1945, F: 59397458). Buried in St. Paul & St. Jude North 
Catholic Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. F; 59397989  

 
Notes:  
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 7 – among the Badger soldiers on 
board Tuscania is Henry E. Schmidtmeyer, corporal, Chippewa Falls WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chippewa Herald-Telegram" (Chippewa Falls WI) 6 Nov 1976 p 4 - age 90, res: 357 W. Elm St., 
Chippewa Falls WI, b. 11 Jan 1886 Chippewa Falls. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Francis Schmidtmeyer. 
Married Elizabeth Zinsli of Chippewa Falls in 1924 in Chippewa Falls WI. The couple lived in 
Milwaukee where he worked for the city until WWII, then moved to Chippewa Falls. WWI veteran, 
member of Chippewa Barracks 2905 (conducting graveside services), Last Man's Club, former 
member of American Legion. His wife Elizabeth d. 9 Jun 1976. Survived by sister - preceded in death 
by sister, half-sister, 3 brothers, half-brother, military funeral 9 Nov, burial Calvary  
 
 
Social Security number: 397-46-9145 
 
Censuses: 
 
1860 Wayne, Washington Co. WI – conducted 6 Aug 1860 – his father’s 1st wife with her 1st 
husband & 2 children 
Benjamin GELHART, 36 Prussia, farmer 
Mary, 33 Prussia 
Paul, 2 WI 
Adolph, 4 months WI 
 
1880 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – E. Columbia St. – his father, his mother, his half-
siblings by his father’s 1st marriage (not to Ida) & his 2 sisters 
F. Schmidmayr, 50 Bavaria, parents b. Bavaria, saloon, boarding house 
Ida, 24 Wi, parents b. Warsaw (?) [wife] 
Carl, 13 WI, at school [son by 1st wife Amalia] 
Emily, 9 WI, at school [daughter by 1st wife Amalia] 
Caroline, 1 WI [daughter – by Ida Schmidt] 
Girl, 3 months Wi [daughter – by Ida Schmidt – this is Helen] 
 
1900 Eagle Point, Chippewa WI  
James Schmidtmeyer, 70 Germany, Aug 1829, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1854, in US 
for 46 years, naturalized, married 24 years, farmer 
Ida, 44 WI, Jul 1855, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 10 children, 7 are living 
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Richard, 17 WI, Sep 1882, farm laborer 
Hellen, 18 WI, Jul 1880, servant 
Otto, 15 WI, Jan 1885, at school 
Henry, 13 WI, Jan 1887, at school 
Benjamin, 11 WI, Dec 1888, at school 
Francis, 8 WI, Dec 1991 [sic/1891 was meant], at school [daughter, although this is the 
masculine spelling of the name Frances] 
 
1905 WI state census – Eagle Point, Chippewa WI 
Ida Schmidmeyer, 48 WI, parents b. Germany, farmer 
Helen, 22 WI, housekeeper 
Richard, 21 WI, farm laborer 
Otto, 20 WI, farm laborer 
Henry, 18 WI, farm laborer 
Benjamin, 16 WI, farm laborer 
Frances, 13 Wi, student 
[for the children: father b. Germany, mother b. WI] 
 
1910 Eagle Point, Chippewa WI 
Mrs. F.X. SCHMIDMAYER, 53 WI, parents b. Germany, widow, farmer / manager, farm, gave 
birth to 10 children, 7 are living 
Richard, 26 WI, farmer, home farm 
Otto, 25 WI, farmer, home farm 
Henry, 23 WI, farmer, home farm 
Bennie, 21 WI, farmer, home farm 
Francis, 18 WI [daughter, although this is the masculine spelling of the name Frances] 
[for the children, all are single, father b. Germany, mother b. WI] 
 
1920 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 216 Elm 
Ida Schmidtmeyer, 66 WI, parents b. Germany, widow 
Henry, 33 WI, single, lineman, telephone company 
Frances, 24 WI, single, bookkeeper, dentist office 
Ben, 31 WI, laborer, single 
[for the children: father b. Germany, mother b. WI] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 532 – 24th St. 
Henry Schmidtmeyer, 38 WI, parents b. WI, laborer, planter, WWI veteran 
Elizabeth, 36 WI, father b. Switzerland, mother b. Germany 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1612 N. 24th St. – same house in 1935 
Henry Schmidtmeyer, 53 WI, laborer, repair work, school board, city 
Liadeth, 46 WI 
 
1950 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
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Henry SCHMIDTMAYER, 54 WI [no occupation] 
Elizabeth, 50 WI, clerk, mail order catalogue store 
 


