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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Schleiss, James Albert 

1885 WI – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 Duluth MN 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-4W23-

9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RF-8GT2 
 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPHW-DCDL 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3ZG-7933-

Q?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A668M-SPSS 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-4W23-9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RF-8GT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-4W23-9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RF-8GT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPHW-DCDL
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G993-M35 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 2 Dec 1920 p 2 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/243237851/?terms=tuscania%20haugen&match=1 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8451778:1246?tid=&pid=&queryId=28fe9bbc0e4369b3c4fa3d351f000221&_phsrc=h
FB53393&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/243237851/?terms=tuscania%20haugen&match=1
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8451778:1246?tid=&pid=&queryId=28fe9bbc0e4369b3c4fa3d351f000221&_phsrc=hFB53393&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8451778:1246?tid=&pid=&queryId=28fe9bbc0e4369b3c4fa3d351f000221&_phsrc=hFB53393&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8451778:1246?tid=&pid=&queryId=28fe9bbc0e4369b3c4fa3d351f000221&_phsrc=hFB53393&_phstart=successSource
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Saturday 4 Aug 1917 p 11 
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With name misspelled – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[list continues] 

“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 

 
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Note James Schleiss’s name is omitted from Islay burial list – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily 

Tribune” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 6 
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Marketa Schleiss – Find A Grave 214176873 – dates translate from Czech as 10th of August (Srpna) 
of the year (roku) 1854 – 26th of April (Dubna) of the year (roku) 1911 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Joseph Schleiss (1881-1933) -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/69217531/person/352000693364/media/86927988-5bfa-4c80-945e-a07a5360fe53 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/69217531/person/352000693364/media/86927988-5bfa-4c80-945e-a07a5360fe53
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/69217531/person/352000693364/media/86927988-5bfa-4c80-945e-a07a5360fe53
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 30 Oct 1928 p 10 

 
 

 
Name:  James Albert Schleiss 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after 
the sinking of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from:  Rice Lake, Barron WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James A. Schleiss 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Joseph Schleiss, RR 2, Rice Lake WI 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton Cemetery - grave 81, as James A. Scheiss  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1910 
Body listed on return ship as: James U. SCHEISS  
Rank on return ship: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed. 
Born: 23 Apr 1885 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
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Address:  Haugen WI 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Apr 1885 WI (32 years at time of death, Barron Co. WI) (birth date from Veterans 
Administration Master Index) – or is he “Albert Stajs” – son of Martin Slajs & Marget Kulhanek, born 
8 May 1885 Franklin, Kewaunee WI. 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania     
Find A Grave record: 214176695 
Burial location:  Haugen, Barron WI – prior to listing on Find A Grave, had gotten burial 
information from "Daily Tribune" (Wisconsin Rapids WI) 2 Dec 1920 p 2 & "Rice Lake (WI) 
Chronotype" 25 Nov 1920 p. 1 & confirmed by St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Rice Lake, Barron WI 
Cemetery:  Holy Trinity (section 2, row M, lot 8)  
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Joseph M. (Martin Joseph?) Schleiss, possibly Slais or Slajs originally, Nov 1843 
Bohemia/Czechoslovakia (1900 census). Was age 66 in the 1910 census when he & wife 
Margret lived with their son Joseph & his family in Bear Lake, Barron WI. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Margaret Kulkanen Schleiss (?), Aug 1852 (in 1900 census) or perhaps known 
Marketa Schleiss, 10 Aug 1854 Bohemia – 26 Apr 1911, who is buried in Holy Trinity 
Cemetery, Haugen, Barron WI, F: 214176873  
 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: his mother Margaret said she gave birth to 10 children. In both the 1900 & 1910 
censuses, she said 8 of the 10 were living. 

• Alma Schleiss, ca. 1874 Bohemia. Age 7 when the family emigrated Jun 1881. 
• Frank (Franz) L. Schleiss, 22 Sep 1878 Bohemia/Czechoslovakia – 1954. Age 4 when the 

family emigrated Jun 1881. On his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918), Frank reported a 
birthdate of 22 Sep 1878. He was a resident of Barron Co. WI, with a mailing address of 
general delivery, Rice Lake, Barron WI. He was a declarant & a laborer for Martin Konak 
(spelling? Konop?). He was of medium height & stout. His NOK was Barbara Frolik, Route 6, 
Rice Lake WI. She was a “witness to mark” when Frank made “X – his  mark” to sign the 
card, being unable to write his name. In the 1930 census Frank (54 Bohemia, parents b. 
Bohemia, laborer at odd jobs) lived at 210 Messenger St., Rice Lake, Barron WI with wife 
Mina B. (53 MN, father b. MI, mother b. ME). Frank Schleiss had married Mina B. Hill on 18 
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Feb 1920 in Barron Co. WI. Buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery, Haugen, Barron WI. F: 
214176802 

• Joseph I. Schleiss, 2 Feb 1881 Czechoslovakia/Bohemia (1880 on Find A Grave) – 25 Mar 
1933 Bear Lake, Barron WI. Husband of Anna Frolik (1884-1965, F: 181099210), whom he 
married 6 Jun 1905 WI. In the 1910, 1920 & 1930 censuses, he lived in Bear Lake, Barron WI. 
On his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918) he gives a birthdate of 2 Feb 1881. He is 
naturalized, resides at Route 2, Rice Lake WI, is farming for himself & lists his contact as 
Mrs. Annie Schleiss. He is tall in height with a medium build. - Buried in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, Rice Lake, Barron WI. 181099277 

• Annie Schleiss, Oct 1886 WI {in 1900 census) – She might have married a Konop. 
• Rosy Schleiss, Jul 1889 MI (in 1900 census) 
• Barbara Schleiss, Jul 1893 MI (in 1900 census) 
• Anastasia Schleiss, Dec 1894 MI (in 1900 census). Is she Sietta (Shetta? Sletta?) who is age 

14, b. MI in the 1910 census? 
 
Notes:  
 
Information on James & his family is lacking. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
The Schleiss family emigrated from Bremen, Germany; then through the port of 
Southampton, England; arriving in NYC on 22 Jun 1881 aboard the “Hohenstaufen.” The 
name is indexed as “Schleis” because the indexer missed the “eszett” (the double “S” in 
Germany which appears as a capital B or an F & is therefore misread). Aboard were Martin 
(36) – Margthe (28) – Alma (7) – Franz (4) & Josef (9 months). Also listed is a Maria Schleiss 
(45). All from Bohemia/Austria. 
 
He is linked on Ancestry.com to the birth record of Albert Slajs, born 8 May 1885 Franklin, 
Kewaunee WI, to Martin Slajs & Marget Kulhanek, both b. Bohemia. Although there are 
similar names for the families in Kewaunee County & Barron County, this requires further 
verification. 
 
In the 1900 census, the family name is Slais. 
 
On 2 Aug 1917, James A. Schleiss recorded a title deed from the US federal government in 
Great Falls MT.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Enlisted 19 Oct 1917. 
 
 
Post-war: 
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"Daily Tribune" (Wisconsin Rapids WI) 2 Dec 1920 p 2 - article "Tuscania Victim Buried" does not list 
burial site. A large attendance at his funeral in Haugen WI. Was a prosperous farmer in MT & WI 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oak Grove, Barron WI 
Joseph SLAIS, 56 Bohemia, Nov 1843, parents b. Bohemia, married 26 years, farmer 
Margaret, 47 Bohemia, Aug 1852, parents b. Bohemia, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
James, 15 WI, Mar 1885 
Annie, 13 WI, Oct 1886  
Rosy, 10 MI, Jul 1889 
Barbara, 6 MI, Jul 1893 
Anastasia, 5 MI, Dec 1894 
& sister Mary Slais, 65 Bohemia, Nov 1834, widow, parents b. Bohemia 
Joseph, Margaret & Mary emigrated in 1882 & were in the US for 17 years 
 
1905 WI state census – Rice Lake, Barron WI 
James A. Schleiss, 27 Germany, mill laborer, boarder with: 
Alfred J. & Olena H. Hentz, their 6 children & 2 other boarders 
 
1910 Crookston, Polk MN – S. Main St. – line 45 – is this him? 
James Schleiss, 26 US, parents b. US, laborer, saw mill 
Lodger with August & Lorisa Johnson, their children & grandchildren & 4 other lodgers 
 
1910 Bear Lake, Barron WI 
Joseph Schleiss (indexed as Schliers), 20 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, 
emigrated 1881, naturalized, in 1st marriage, married 4 years, farmer, general farm 
Annie, 24 WI, father b. Austria/Bohemia, mother b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 
children, 3 are living [wife] 
Albena, 3 WI [daughter] 
Levia, 2 WI [daughter] 
Paul, 1 WI [son] 
Joseph M., 66 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, emigrated 1879, papers filed, 
married 37 years 
Margret, 59 Austria/Bohemia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, emigrated 1879, gave birth to 10 
children, 8 are living 
& sister Sietta (Shetta? Sletta?), 14 MI [is this Anastasia?] 
& aunt Mary Hiroves, 84 Austria/Boehmia, parents b. Austria/Bohemia, widow, emigrated 
1879 
 


