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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Sweeney, William George 
1900 WI – 1981 WI 

 
 

 
William G. Sweeney - “Honor Roll, Chippewa County, Wisconsin” 1919 p. 85 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-J3JN-

6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW72R-443Z 
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Obituary of William G. Sweeney – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 26 May 1981 p 15 

 
 

Life: 
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Excerpt: 

 
Pvt. William Sweeney is 15 years old – “Chippewa (WI) Herald-Telegram” Monday 19 Jun 1916 p 1 
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Stewart Sweeney & brother William Sweeney both in service – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 4 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Is this him? – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 23 Sep 1920 p 1 
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Is this him? “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 24 Sep 1920 p 1 
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In the 1920 census, William George Sweeney was employed as a driver for an auto livery – 

“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 17 Oct 1921 p 3 
 

 
Chippewa Falls WI news: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 30 Jul 1926 p 3 

 

 
Mondovi WI news: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 19 Jan 1929 p 10 
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Mondovi WI news: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 28 Mar 1929 p 7 

 

 
Mondovi WI news: “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 30 Apr 1929 p 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
William George Sweeney & brother Robert McCurdy Sweeney – “Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” 

Wednesday 20 Jun 1951 p 11 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 7 Jul 1954 p 2 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 18 Feb 1955 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 8 Jul 1954 p 1 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” Thursday 6 Jan 1966 p 9 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Monday 29 Mar 1971 p 14 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 2 Dec 1971 p 18 

 

 
 

“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 29 Jan 1974 p 10 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Friday 14 Aug 1981 p 3 
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Wife Vema Estella Brownell 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/758049:2544 

 
 

 
Vema Estella Brownell divorced from William George Sweeney 8 Jan 1954 – they were 

married 12 Sep 1923 not 1946 – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 9 Jan 1954 p 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/758049:2544
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Obituary of Vema Estella Brownell Sweeney Gomsrud – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Wednesday 16 Apr 1986 p 8 
 
 

Wife Daisy Mae Wolcott Deyo Krajewski: 
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“Chippewa Falls (WI) Herald-Telegram” Saturday 25 Sep 1971 p 8 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 26 Aug 1971 p 5 
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Obituary of Daisy’s 1st husband, Charles Willard Deyo - “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 

24 Feb 1967 p 6 
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Obituary of Daisy’s husband Anton Krajewski - “Chippewa (WI) Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 10 

Jul 1968 p 5 
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Obituary of Daisy Mae Wolcott Deyo Kraveski Sweeney – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 

6 Feb 1998 p 12 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 5 Feb 1998 p 2 

 
 
 
 

 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Saturday 29 Sep 1923 p 4 

 
 
 

Children: 
 
 
 

 
Birth of son Duane R. Sweeney (1924-1928) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Wednesday 9 Jul 1924 p 37 
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Death of Duane R. Sweeney, run over by a car owned by William Ward (passenger) & driven 

by his son, Robert Ward – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 6 Sep 1928 p 1 & p 10 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/416822130/ 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/416822130/
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 6 Sep 1928 p 1 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 10 Sep 1928 p 3 
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Wedding of son Clyde William Sweeney (1927-2009) to Esther E. Sarinske – “Eau Claire (WI) 

Leader-Telegram” Thursday 4 Sep 1952 p 5 
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Engagement of Esther Edith Sarinske to Clyde William Sweeney – “Eau Claire (WI) Daily Times” 

Thursday 24 Jul 1952 p 5 
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Clyde William Sweeney – Eau Claire (WI) High School yearbook 1942 – on freshman basketball 

team – seated, front row, far right -  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/312895342:1265 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/312895342:1265
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Engagement of daughter Donna Jane Sweeney to Roderic Levi DeVoe [not DeVac] – “Eau Claire (WI) 

Daily Telegram” Monday 26 May 1952 p 5 
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Marriage of Donna Jane Sweeney to Roderic Levi DeVoe – “Eau Claire (WI) Daily Telegram” 

Wednesday 25 Jun 1952 p 5 
 
 

 
 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93004373:61484 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93004373:61484


44 
 

 

 

 



45 
 

 

 



46 
 

 

 

 



47 
 

 

Obituary of Roderic Levi DeVoe - https://www.leadertelegram.com/obituaries/roderic-
devoe/article_82a79318-bfe7-51b8-8ef6-e8fc8964be28.html 

 
 

Stepchildren: 
 

   
Stepdaughter Betty Mae Deyo Steadman Pettis (1926-2010) – Find A Grave 21046610 

 

 
Stepdaughter Lorraine J. Deyo Pospychala (1929-2022) – left: Find A Grave 248187320 and 

right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/4887604/person/122454917482/media/21567e3f-b1eb-4a50-924c-

23fa06e08480 
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Marriage of stepson Neal Charles Deyo (1931 -   ) – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Tuesday 

31 Oct 1950, p 8 
 

A copyrighted story of the Deyo-Asselin marriage from the “Thorp (WI) Courier” of 2 Nov 
1950 can be found at https://www.wiclarkcountyhistory.org/2data/55/55094.htm. 

Summarized: Miss Leatryce Asselin, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Layton Asselin of Thorp WI 
married Neal Deyo, son of Mrs. Tony Krayski of Cadott WI, at 2 p.m. Saturday, 28 Oct 1950 
in the Methodist Church at Thorp, Clark WI. The officiant was Rev. Shaw. She wore a gown 
of slipper satin with tiers of ruffled satin trimmed with Spanish lace. Her fingertip veil was 

edged with Spanish lace & fell from a beaded crown. She carried an orchid bouquet 

https://www.wiclarkcountyhistory.org/2data/55/55094.htm
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surrounded by baby mums & wore a rhinestone necklace, the gift of the groom. Their 
attendants were Dorval Karlen & Geraldine Zarada. Geraldine wore a gold-colored satin 

dress with matching headband & a rhinestone necklace, a gift from the bride. She carried a 
bouquet of gold chrysanthemums. Ushers were Orville Asselin (Eau Claire WI) & Gilbert 

Asselin (Milwaukee WI), brothers of the bride. A reception was held at the American Legion 
Hall with a dance in the evening. The couple will honeymoon in Whitewater Wi & Chicago IL 
& will be at home in Cadott WI where Neal is employed in a café. Out-of-town guests were 

listed. 
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Marriage of Neal Charles Deyo & Leatryce Asselin on 28 Oct 1950 in Thorp WI - “Chippewa Herald-
Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 3 Nov 1950 p 10 

 
 

 
Pictured is Neal Charles Deyo (center man) - “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Monday 25 Apr 

1994 p 41 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67792:6944 

 
 

 
Neal & Mavis Deyo move to Chippewa Falls WI – “Rhinelander (WI) Daily News” Friday 8 Aug 1947 p 

5 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67792:6944
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50th wedding anniversary of stepdaughter Mavis Deyo (1933-  ) & Jerald Knock – “Wisconsin Rapids 

(WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 2 Dec 199 p 28 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 17 Oct 1991 p 4 

 
 

 
Engagement of Mavis Deyo to Jerald Knock – “Rhinelander (WI) Daily News” Thursday 8 Sep 1949 p 

5 
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Marriage of stepdaughter Mavis Deyo to Jerald Knock – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa 

Falls WI) Monday 17 Oct 1949 p 4 
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Marriage of stepdaughter Mavis Deyo to Jerald Knock on 4 Oct 1949 in Davis SD – “Sioux 

Falls (SD)  
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SD record of marriage of Mavis Deyo & Jerald Knock - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/399456:8561 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/399456:8561
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/399456:8561
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Friday 12 Jun 1992 p 5 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Thursday 1 Mar 2001 p 6 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Friday 12 Jul 2002 p 12 
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Obituary of Jerald Knock – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 24 Jun 2014 p A2 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Robert J. Sweeney – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 

5 Apr 1951 p 4 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Stewart Sweeney (1888-1960) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls 

WI) Saturday 30 Apr 1960 p 4 
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Obituary of brother Robert McCurdy Sweeney (1897-1984) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Friday 29 Jun 1984 p 6 
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Obituary of Robert McCurdy Sweeney – “Chippewa Herald Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 29 

Jun 1984 p 4 
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Obituary of Robert’s ex-wife Hilda A. Christopherson Sweeney LeDuc – “Chippewa Herald-

Telegram” Saturday 15 Oct 1988 p 5 
 

Adopted sibling: 
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Obituary of adopted sister Florence Plummer Madsen – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Friday 30 

Mar 1984 p 4 & on her Find A Grave 117597178 
 

 
Marriage license of Florence Irene Plummer & John Henry Eyerly – “Chippewa Daily Herald” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 31 Mar 1926 p 2 
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Marriage of Florence Plummer to John Henry Eyerly in Chippewa Co. WI on 5 Apr 1926 – “Eau Claire 

(WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 10 Apr 1926 p 3 
 

 
John Henry Everly petitions for a divorce, claiming Florence deserted him – “Cedar Rapids (IA) 

Gazette” Tuesday 15 Nov 1938 p 14 
 

 
Divorced in Iowa on the grounds of her desertion – “Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” Saturday 7 Jan 1939 

p 12 
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Name:  William George Sweeney 
Name variations:  Willie – claimed on WWII draft registration that he had no middle initial 
(and presumably no middle name)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private 
Serial number:  251,728 
Entered service from:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William Sweeney 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Robert Sweeney, 10 E. Columbia St., Chippewa Falls WI 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William G. Sweeney (Fold3 indexed as Willaim G. Sweeney but correct 
spelling of first name William G. on original form)- 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Robert Sweeney, no street name or house number, 
Chippewa Falls WI (pvt, Co D, 107th Engr) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William (no initial) Sweeney – b. 3 Sep 1900 
Chippewa City, Chippewa Co. WI; res: 420 ½ Water St., Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. NOK 
Mrs. Vema Estella [Sweeney], same address. Employed by National Pressure Cooker Co., 
1515 Bell St., Eau Claire WI. “slight scar on left hand” – Height: 5’10” – 160 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  27 May 1919 
Address:  215 E. Columbia St., Chippewa Falls WI 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Sep 1900 Chippewa Co. WI (Veterans Administration Military Index: 3 Sep 1899)  
Died: 24 May 1981 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI (St. Joseph's Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 115862083 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Cemetery:  Forest Hill 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Robert J. Sweeney, 2 Aug 1852 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 5 Apr 1951 Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI. Son of Matilda Stewart Sweeney (1820-1904). At the time of his 
death, he had lived 27 years with son William & his wife in Eau Claire WI. Buried in Forest 
Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  171768055 
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Mother: Jeanette (Nettie) Plummer Sweeney, Apr 1867 Jackson Co. WI – 1 Jun 1917 
Chippewa Co. WI. Daughter of Abraham (Abram) Plummer (1832- 27 Apr 1907 WI, F: 
7771679) & Lydia Ann Sears. Nettie & husband Robert Sweeney adopt her half-sister 
Florence Plummer [Sweeney], the daughter of her father Abraham Plummer by wife Clara 
Augusta Riley, later Quelch (1874-1934). Florence was born 13 Oct 1907, 5 ½ months after 
her father Abraham’s death. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave:  171768020 
Parents’ marriage:  14 Apr 1885 Chippewa Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Vema Estella Brownell Sweeney Gomsrud, 8 Sep 1905 Drammen, Eau Claire WI – 15 Apr 
1986 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Daughter of Campbell Charles Brownell (1861-1950) & Ida Bella 
Peeso (1863-1949). – She and William Sweeney had 3 children, Duane (died at age 4), Clyde & 
Donna. - After her marriage to William, VEMA married Lloyd Peter Gomsrud (1910-2001, F: 
101185563) on 28 Jul 1960 in Stillwater, Washington Co. MN. – Vema Gomsrud is buried in Forest 
Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  101185517 
Marriage: 12 Sep 1923 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Separated 18 Nov 1953 & divorced 8 
Jan 1954 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Vema petitioned for the divorce on grounds of cruel & 
inhuman treatment.  
 
Spouse: Daisy Mae Wolcott Deyo Pierce Krajewski Sweeney, 30 Jun 1907 Arthur, Chippewa 
Co. WI – 4 Feb 1998 Augusta, Eau Claire WI. Daughter of Dwight Wolcott & Clara Shaw. 
Married 11 Apr 1925 to Charles Willard Deyo. He was born 28 Jul 1902 Spring Valley, 
Fillmore MN & died 20 Feb 1967 Rhinelander, Oneida WI. Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, 
Rhinelander, Oneida WI. F: 169844294 
In Sep 1949 when her daughter Mavis became engaged, and in Oct 1949 when Mavis 
married Jerald Knock, she is listed as Mrs. Daisy Mae Pierce in newspaper accounts.  
Married in 1950 to Anton (“Tony” Krajewski, b. 1903, died 9 Jul 1968. Buried in St. Rose 
Cemetery, Cadott, Chippewa WI. F: 102901731. His surname is spelled a variety of ways, 
including Krayski. When he dies in 1968, his obituary claims all his relatives are in Poland. 
Married William George Sweeney on 11 Sep 1971.  
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  115862082 
Marriage: 11 Sep 1971 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
 
Children: 

• Duane R. Sweeney, 7 Jul 1924 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 5 Sep 1928 Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI. He was run over by a Hudson touring car driven by Raymond Ward but owned 
by his father, William Ward of Eau Claire WI, who was a passenger. Two ladders were 
strapped on the car as the men moved from a tree-trimming job. Duane ran across the 
street & the car’s wheel passed over his head. He died in the ambulance on his way to the 
hospital. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 171768095 

• Clyde William Sweeney, 18 Jun 1927 WI – 17 Dec 2009 Birchwood, Washburn WI. Married 
Esther Edith Sarinske (1928-2012, F: 82942031) on 30 Aug 1952. Serviced in the US Navy in 
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WWII. Resident of Richmond WI in May 1981 when William died. Buried in Northern 
Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Spooner, Washburn WI. F: 74363103 

• Donna Jane Sweeney De Voe, Jan 1930 WI - . Married 21 Jan 1952 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
WI to Roderic Levi DeVoe (5 Aug 1926 Long Lake township, Washburn Co. WI – 3 Aug 2015 
Sarona, Washburn WI. Roderic is buried in Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery, Spooner, Washburn WI, F: 153852641. Donna DeVoe was a resident of Alma 
Center WI in May 1981 when William died & of Sarona WI in Feb 1998.  

 
Stepchildren: children of his 2nd wife Daisy Mae Wolcott & her 1st husband, Charles Willard Deyo 

• Betty Mae Deyo Steadman Pettis, 13 Jul 1926 Augusta, Eau Claire WI – 5 Jul 2010 Madison, 
Dane WI (in St. Mary’s Hospital). Resident of Augusta WI in May 1981 when William died. 
Graduate of Rhinelander (WI) High School in 1944. Married Kenneth Delore Steadman (1920-
1960, F: 128194389) on 21 Jun 1945. Kenneth was a commercial teacher at Augusta WI High 
School when he died following two surgical operations for acute appendicitis. He had been 
a POW of the Nazi forces for 106 days during WWII. – Widowed, Betty married Richard 
Clarence Pettis (1914-1999, F: 21046593) on 12 Aug 1964 in Eau Claire WI. Buried in 
Thompson Valley Cemetery, Augusta, Eau Claire WI. F: 21046610 

• Lorraine J. Deyo Pospychala, 6 Jan 1929 Cornell, Chippewa WI – 3 Oct 2022 Rhinelander, 
Oneida WI. Resident of Rhinelander WI in May 1981 when William died. Graduate of 
Rhinelander (WI) High School in 1946. Married John Pospychala (1927-2015, F: 187621676) 
on 9 Feb 1948. Buried in Nativity of Our Lord Parish Catholic Cemetery, Rhinelander, Oneida 
WI. F: 248187320 

• Neal Charles Deyo, 12 Apr 1931 Rhinelander, Oneida Wi - . Husband of Leatryce Asselin, 
daughter of Layton Asselin & Eva Alger. Neal & Leatryce married 28 Oct 1950 in Thorp, Clark 
WI. Resident of Bloomington IL in May 1981 when William died. Resident with Leatryce in 
Belvidere IL in Jul 2010 when his sister Betty died. In 2023, a resident of FL. 

• Mavis Jean Deyo Knock, Jul 1933 WI - . Resident of Nekoosa WI in May 1981 when liam died. 
Married 4 Oct 1949 in Turner Co. SD to Jerald C. Knock (6 Jul 1925 Davis SD – 21 Jun 2014 
Marshfield WI, obituary in “Wisconsin Rapids [WI} Daily Tribune” Tuesday 24 Jun 2014 p A1].  
On Facebook as of 27 Feb 2023. 

• Barbara Deyo, who died in infancy. 
 
Siblings: William was the youngest of 3 sons. There was a gap in births between Stewart & 
Robert. 

• Stewart Sweeney, 18 Sep 1888 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 29 Apr 1969 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Veteran of WWI. Married 13 May 1920 in Clay Co. MN to Alice Ida 
McKay (1900-1987, F: 79863543), daughter of John McKay & Elizabeth Kleinsmith & later the 
wife of James Howard Goodsell (1891-1963). Stewart is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 169154631.  

• Robert McCurdy (“Bob”) Sweeney, 12 Nov 1897 Eagle Point, Chippewa WI – 28 Jun 1984 
Bloomer, Chippewa WI. - Married in 1918 to Hilda Annette Christopherson (1893-1988, F: 
115985278), the daughter of Christian Christopherson & Hilda Johansen. They divorced & 
Hilda married Prosper Charles LeDuc (1885-1954) in 1943. – Robert married Thelma Marion 
Perry, later married to Baldwin & Lewis Ernest Dechenne (1922-2004) whom she married 15 
Sep 1959 in Bonner Co. ID & divorced 19 May 1971 in Spokane Co. WA. Thelma was the 
daughter of Arthur C. Perry & Elsie M. Plemm, on 18 Nov 1939 in Osage Co. IA. – 
Ancestry.com family tree also notes another spouse. His obituary in the “Chippewa Herald-
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Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 30 Apr 1960 p 4 notes “Surviving are several sons 
and daughter by previous marriages not living in this area.” - Resident of Bloomer WI in May 
1981 when William died. – Robert is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI. F: 171768163 

 
Adopted sibling:  

• Florence Irene or L. Plummer Eyerly Madsen, 13 Oct 1907 Bloomer, Chippewa WI – 28 Mar 
1984 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Florence was the half-sister of William’s mother, 
Nettie Plummer Sweeney. Florence Plummer [Madsen] & Nettie Plummer [Sweeney] were 
both daughters of Abraham (Abram) Plummer, but by different mothers. Abraham 
Plummer, who served in the Civil War for the Union, was around 75 years old when Florence 
was born; he died 1 month after her birth. So, in addition to being called William Sweeney’s 
sister, Florence is also an aunt. – Florence Madson was a resident of Chippewa Falls WI in 
May 1981 when William died. – Married John Henry Eyerly (1904 WI – 1971 IL, F: 208158322) 
in Bloomer, Chippewa WI on 5 Apr 1928. John petitioned for a divorce in Cedar Rapids, Linn 
IA in Nov 1938, stating the couple had separated 1 Sep 1928 & charging Florence with 
desertion. The divorce was granted in Jan 1939.  – Married to Albert Martin Madsen (1892-
1964, F: 114984127) on 18 Oct 1942 in Eagle River, Vilas WI.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Enlisted 3 May 1916 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Eau Claire [WI] Leader-Telegram" 26 May 1981 p 15 - age 80, resident of 122 W. Vine St., Chippewa 
Falls WI. Born in Chippewa Co. Married Vema Brownell in Minneapolis MN. Employed at National 
Presto Industries (Eau Claire) & Hotel Northern 1960-71. Married Daisy Wolcott Krayesky 11 Sep 
1971 in Chippewa Falls WI. A WWI Army veteran. Survived by wife, son, daughter, 3 stepdaughters, 
stepson Neal Deyo, sister, brother. 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Eagle Point, Chippewa WI – conducted 14/15 Jun 1900 
Robert J. Sweeney, 47 WI, Jun 1832, parents b. Ireland, married 15 years, day laborer 
Nettie, 32 WI, Apr 1868, father b. ME, mother b. VT, age birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Stewart, 11 WI, Sep 1888 
Robert, 2 WI, Nov 1894 
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Wm. G., 8 months WI, Sep 1899 
 
1905 WI state census - Eagle Point, Chippewa WI 
Robert Sweeney, 50 Wi, day laborer 
Nettie, 38 ME, housekeeper [she was born in Wisconsin, not Maine] 
Stewart, 17 WI, day laborer 
Robert, 7 WI 
Willie, 6 WI 
 
1910 Eagle Point, Chippewa WI 
Bob Sweeney, 52 WI, father b. US, mother b. NJ, married 22 years, laborer, farm 
Nettie, 51 WI, parents b. VT, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Stewart, 21 WI, laborer, farm 
Robert, 13 WI 
Willie, 11 WI 
Florence, 3 WI [adopted sibling Florence Plummer, Nettie’s half-sister] 
 
1920 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – S. State St. 
Robert Sweeney Jr., 21 WI, parents b. US, truck driver, creamery company [head of 
household] 
Hilda, 25 Wi, parents b. Norway [wife] 
Robert Sr., 67 US, parents b. US, widowed [father] 
William, 19 WI, parents b. US, chauffeur, auto livery [brother] 
Florence, 12 WI, parents b. US [sister  – i.e. adopted sister Florence Plummer] 
 
1930 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 701 Water St. 
William G. Sweeney, 29 WI, parents b. WI, age 23 at 1st marriage, laborer, steel factory, 
WWI veteran 
Eva E., 24 WI, parents b. WI, age 18 at 1st marriage [i.e. Vema] 
Clyde W., 2 WI 
Dona J., 2 months WI 
 
1940 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – same place in 1935 
William Sweeney, 39 Wi, inspector, NP pressure cooker company  
Vema, 34 WI, house keeper, at home 
Clyde, 12 WI 
Donna Jane, 10 WI 
 
1950 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 420 ½ Water St. 
William G. Sweeney, 49 WI, service station, city service station 
Vema E., 44 WI, sales clerk, retail grocery 
Clyde W., 22 WI, surveyor, state highway department 
Donna J., 20 WI, posting, gas & electric utility 
Robert, 97 WI, widowed [father] 



73 
 

 

 
 
 


