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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Swanson, Ernest Kaleb 
1892 Sweden – 1950 MA 
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Ernest Kaleb Swanson – “Boston Globe” Saturday - 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/430958247/ 

 
     

  
Obituary in “Boston Globe” Tuesday 26 Sep 1950 p 40 – no interment noted 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-J7JJ-

9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWG3-MSPZ 
 

 

 
Naturalization petition 24 Mar 1919 in MA – arrived in Boston MA aboard “Saxonia” which left 

Gothenborg, Sweden, 1 Aug 1904 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/375670:2361?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60701&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/375670:2361?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hF
B60701&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/309081:1192?tid=&pid=&queryId=71bdc3810f6a5e48c0d3b49d663522fd&_phsrc=h

FB60747&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/298664:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=f5279656a80257624a21713e5d7bd391&_phsrc=
hFB60706&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/375670:2361?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60701&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/375670:2361?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60701&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/298664:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=f5279656a80257624a21713e5d7bd391&_phsrc=hFB60706&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/298664:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=f5279656a80257624a21713e5d7bd391&_phsrc=hFB60706&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/298664:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=f5279656a80257624a21713e5d7bd391&_phsrc=hFB60706&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1751665:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=a234a7a18d1686570a61ca3c279f387c&_phsrc=
hFB60698&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1751665:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=a234a7a18d1686570a61ca3c279f387c&_phsrc=hFB60698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1751665:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=a234a7a18d1686570a61ca3c279f387c&_phsrc=hFB60698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1751665:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=a234a7a18d1686570a61ca3c279f387c&_phsrc=hFB60698&_phstart=successSource
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Call St., not Gale St. - “Fall River (MA) Evening Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Boston Globe” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Boston Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 

 
“Boston Globe” Wednesday 8 Jun 1927 p 11 

 
Wife: 
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ME marriage 22 Sep 1940 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21665:6904?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB
60700&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21665:6904?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60700&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21665:6904?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60700&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21665:6904?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b7cf1a8dd253b365f32cb7459f92b2b&_phsrc=hFB60700&_phstart=successSource
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Citizenship petition of Svea Ottonia SWENSON (1897-1947) on 15 Aug 1940 in Boston MA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1512868:2361 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1512868:2361
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1731634:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c078397187a44ad91daa8e9427f8a50&_phsrc=
hFB60719&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Svea Ottonia Swanson – “Boston Globe” Saturday 13 Sep 1947 p 9 

 
 

 
Obituary of sister Ellen D. Swanson Collins ca. 1896 – 1977 – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg 

FL) Friday 4 Mar 1977 p 39 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1731634:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c078397187a44ad91daa8e9427f8a50&_phsrc=hFB60719&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1731634:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c078397187a44ad91daa8e9427f8a50&_phsrc=hFB60719&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1731634:3659?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c078397187a44ad91daa8e9427f8a50&_phsrc=hFB60719&_phstart=successSource
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=7338&h=1519251&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=7338&h=1519251&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=7338&h=1519251&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=61843
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Obituary of Ellen Swanson’s husband William D. Collins – “Boston Globe” Monday 10 Feb 1941 p 9 
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Funeral of William D. Collins – “Boston Globe” Wednesday 12 Feb 1941 p 11 
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Is this brother Alexander Swanson? Boston Globe Sunday 7 Dec 1975 p 77 

 
 
 
 

Home: 
 
 
 

 
143 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, Boston, Suffolk Co. MA - 

https://homemetry.com/house/143+CUMMINS+HWY,+Boston+MA 
 

https://homemetry.com/house/143+CUMMINS+HWY,+Boston+MA
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Exterior of 143 Cummins Highway not shown on website - 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/143-Cummins-Hwy-Roslindale-MA-02131/59145896_zpid/ 
 
 

 
Name:  Ernest Kaleb Swanson 
Name variations:  Ernst  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,061 
Entered service from:  Jamaica Plain, Suffolk MA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ernest K. Swanson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Louise Swanson, 90 Call St., Jamaica Plain MA 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ernest K. Swanson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Louise Swanson, 90 Call St., Jamaica Plain, 
Boston MA (PFC, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ernst Kaleb Swanson - b. 27 May 1892 Gothenburg, 
Sweden; res: 90 Call St., Jamaica Plain City MA. Single. Declarant. Machinist for National Tool & 
Machine Co., South Bendon MA. Has dependent mother. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ernest Kaleb Swanson - b. 29 May 1892 Götenborg, 
Sweden; res: 143 Cummins Hwy., Roslindale, Suffolk MA. NOK [sister] Svea Swanson. Employed by 
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the US government, Watertown Avenue, Arsenal St., Watertown MA. Height: 5’8” – 150 lbs. Found 
at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/8133732:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=f5279656a80257624a21713e5d7bd391&_phsrc=
hFB60707&_phstart=successSource 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  17 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  27 Mar 1919 
Address:  153 Ashland St., Roslindale MA 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 May 1892 Gothenburg, Sweden (WWI draft) or 29 May 1892 (WWII draft & Veterans 
Administration Master Index)  
Died: 23 Sep 1950 MA (was a resident of the Roslindale neighborhood, Boston MA)   
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:   
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Louise/Louisa --- Swanson, ca. 1852 Sweden. In the 1920 census, age 68, with 
daughters Theresa, Ellen & Svea in Boston, Suffolk MA on Call St. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  presumably in Sweden. 
 
Spouse: Loretta N. Barry Swanson. Cannot determine if “Barry” was her maiden name or from a 
previous husband. In 1950, Ernest states on the census that he was never married. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 22 Sep 1940 in ME. Ernst/Ernest was a resident of Roslindale MA & Loretta N. 
Barry was a resident of Duxbury MA. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  His mother reports in the 1910 census that she has given birth to 11 children, 5 of 
whom are living. Named are Theresa, Ernst, Ellen & Svea. 

• Theresa A. Swanson, ca. 1888 Sweden 
• Ellen Dorothea Swanson Collins, 4 Dec 1895 Gothenburg, Sweden – 2 Mar 1977 Pinellas 

Co. FL. Married to William D. Collins, an attorney & clerk for Boston Municipal Court. – In 
the 1940 census for Boston, Suffolk MA, William D. Collins (56 MA), the clerk of court for a 
superior court, lived at 24 Russett Rd. with wife Ellen D. Colllins (44 Sweden). William 
Collins died at age 59 & died 10 Feb 1941, a resident of 24 Russet Rd., West Roxbury MA. 
William is buried in New Calvary Cemetery, Mattapan, Suffolk MA but is not on Find A Grave 
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as of 25 Feb 2023. However – there is a Find A Grave record at 242655077 of “Ellen Collins” 
with an unknown birthdate & a death in Feb 1941, buried in New Calvary Cemetery. Did this 
record confuse the husband with the wife? – According to her obituary, Ellen Collins is 
buried in Sylvan Abbey Memorial Park, Clearwater, Pinellas FL but is not on Find A Grave as 
of 25 Feb 2023. 

• Svea Ottonia Swanson, 21 Nov 1897 Sweden [date from naturalization petition] – 11 Sep 
1947 Roslindale, Boston, Suffolk MA.  

• Alexander Swanson. Listed as a surviving brother in the Sep 1947 obituary of his sister Svea. 
Is he the Alexander Swanson born 1884, died 1975, buried in Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree, 
Norfolk MA, F: 230317376, with wife Amy Akermark (1883-1953)?    

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
The Swanson family emigrated aboard the “Saxonia” which left Gothenburg, Sweden (and 
then from Liverpool, England?], arriving in Boston MA on 11 Aug 1904. Unable to find the 
passenger roster. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Boston Globe" 9 Feb 1918 p 5 – the son of Mrs. L. Swanson, 90 Call St., Jamaica Plain MA. He is 
age 25, a machinist, who enlisted 16 Aug 1917 in the 118th Aero at Ft. Slocum NY. Before 
Christmas he was transferred to the 158th Aero. In a letter recently received by his aged mother, 
Ernest said he would write on arrival but no news has yet been received.   
 
Post-war: 
 
Naturalized in MA 24 Mar 1919. 
 
"Boston Globe" 8 Jun 1927 p 11 – the city of Boston gave damage awards to "abutters" due to the 
widening of Ashland & Oakland streets. Teresa A., Ernest K., Ellen D. & Svea O. Swanson received 
$301.75 since their property abutted the widened street.   
 
 
Boston MA city directory 1929 & 1930 
Swanson, Ernest K., letter cutter, 119 Summer, 4th floor, resides at 143 Cummins Highway, 
Roslindale 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1288730656:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=dea8d0d7bcc728f02ee7e016df924a
33&_phsrc=hFB60764&_phstart=successSource 
 
Obituary: 
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"Boston Globe" 26 Sep 1950 p 49 - Ernest K. Swanson, d. 23 Sep 1950, resident of 143 Cummings 
Hwy, Roslindale MA [this is the same address used on his WWII draft card]. Funeral service at 
Folsom Funeral Chapel, 63 Belgrade Ave., on 24 Sep 1950. 
 
Social Security number:  021-10-9361 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Boston, Suffolk MA – Burnitt St. 
Louisa E. SWENSON, 58 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, widow, emigrated 1904, gave birth to 
11 children, 5 are living 
Theresa A., 22 Sweden, emigrated 1904, servant, private family 
Ernst K., 17 Sweden, emigrated 1904, office boy, factory office 
Ellen E., 14 Sweden, emigrated 1904 
Svea O., 12 Sweden, emigrated 1904 
[for the children, both parents b. Sweden] 
 
1920 Roslindale, Boston, Suffolk MA – 90 Call St. 
Ernest K. Swanson, 27 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, single, emigrated 1904, machinist, tool 
manf. 
 
1920 Boston, Suffolk MA – Call St. 
Louisa SWENSON, 68 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, widow 
Theresa, 31 Sweden, single, glovemaker, glove factory 
Ellen, 24 Sweden, coverer, shoe factory 
Svea, 21 Sweden, stitcher, dressmaking 
[for the children: both parents b. Sweden] 
[all emigrated 1904 & all are aliens] 
 
1930 Roslindale, Boston, Suffolk MA – 143 Ashland St. 
Ernest Swanson, 37 Sweden, naturalized, emigrated 1906, letter cutter, steel machine 
shop, WWI veteran 
Teresa A., 42 Sweden, single, alien, stitcher, glove industry [sister] 
Ellen D., 34 Sweden, single, looks as if naturalized is crossed through but unclear if alien is 
added, clerk, restaurant [sister] 
Svea O., 32 Sweden, single, alien, no occupation [sister] 
[for all: both parents b. Sweden\ 
 
1940 Roslindale, Boston, Suffolk MA – 143 Cummins Highway – conducted 5 Apr 1940 – 
Ernest marries in Maine 22 Sep 1940 – same house in 1935 
Ernest K. Swanson, 47 Sweden, single, naturalized, machinist, ordinance [sic/ordnance] 
arsenal [head of household] 
Theresa A. 52 Sweden, single, papers filed, glove maker, glove manufacturing [sister] 
Svea O., 42 Sweden, single, alien, no occupation [sister] 
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1950 Boston, Suffolk MA – 143 Cummins Highway – conducted 3 Apr 1950 – Ernest dies 23 
Sep 1950 
Ernest K. Swanson, 58 Sweden, never married, die maker, Watertown Arsenal [head of 
household] 
Theresea Swanson, 62 Sweden, never married [sister] 
Ellen D. Collins, 54 Sweden, widow, hostess-receptionist, restaurant [sister] 
 


