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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

WWI casualty 
Sawyer, Austin Jenkins / Jinkens 

1893 TX – 1918 France 
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died of wounds, rank” private - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-

0250?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=67906 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-

H4X3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW95Z-
Z7PZ 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

844M?i=1518&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JT32 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-0250?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=67906
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-0250?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=67906
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H4X3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW95Z-Z7PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H4X3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW95Z-Z7PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-H4X3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW95Z-Z7PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-844M?i=1518&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JT32
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-844M?i=1518&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JT32


3 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92Z-

X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-72GT 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92Z-X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-72GT
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92Z-X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-72GT
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“Gatesville (TX) Messenger & Star-Forum” Thursday 26 May 1988 p 15 
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TX death certificate of father Thomas Augusta Sawyer - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23602754:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=46bb72dc78ca2418375c631e9f31eeda

&_phsrc=hFB53291&_phstart=successSource 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Percy Putnam Sawyer - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/118566806/person/100172792080/story 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23602754:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=46bb72dc78ca2418375c631e9f31eeda&_phsrc=hFB53291&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23602754:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=46bb72dc78ca2418375c631e9f31eeda&_phsrc=hFB53291&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23602754:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=46bb72dc78ca2418375c631e9f31eeda&_phsrc=hFB53291&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/118566806/person/100172792080/story
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/118566806/person/100172792080/story
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TX death record of sister Annie Laurie Sawyer (1887-1980) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/688442:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=87ea5496edd15344f77cee13622416c3&_

phsrc=hFB53296&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/688442:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=87ea5496edd15344f77cee13622416c3&_phsrc=hFB53296&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/688442:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=87ea5496edd15344f77cee13622416c3&_phsrc=hFB53296&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/688442:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=87ea5496edd15344f77cee13622416c3&_phsrc=hFB53296&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Annie Laurie Sawyer – “Gatesville (TX) Messenger & Star-Forum” Thursday 26 

Jun 1980 p 18 
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Obituary of brother Thomas/Tom Carl Sawyer (1890-1972) – “Gatesville (TX) Messenger & 

Star-Forum” Thursday 13 Jan 1972 p 9 
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TX death record of Thomas Carl Sawyer - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/757618:2272 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/757618:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/757618:2272
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TX death record of brother Gilbert Harry Sawyer (1894-1978) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21529094:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=143038b8957a78e4f15de7969826169d
&_phsrc=hFB53307&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21529094:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=143038b8957a78e4f15de7969826169d&_phsrc=hFB53307&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21529094:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=143038b8957a78e4f15de7969826169d&_phsrc=hFB53307&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21529094:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=143038b8957a78e4f15de7969826169d&_phsrc=hFB53307&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Gilbert’s wife Allie Belva, which does not include her birth surname (Price) – 

“Gatesville (T) Messenger & Star-Forum” Wednesday 15 May 1996 p 8 
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TX death record of brother Henry Rhugly Sawyer (1895-1931) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/22676051:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ac20e6d2924fa3ffbdbba96fb9d18e9f&_

phsrc=hFB53310&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22676051:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ac20e6d2924fa3ffbdbba96fb9d18e9f&_phsrc=hFB53310&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22676051:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ac20e6d2924fa3ffbdbba96fb9d18e9f&_phsrc=hFB53310&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22676051:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=ac20e6d2924fa3ffbdbba96fb9d18e9f&_phsrc=hFB53310&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of sister Ludie Nell Sawyer Thompson (1904-1986) – “Gatesville (TX) Messenger & 

Star-Forum” Thursday 20 Mar 1986 p 21 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of Joseph Clyde Thompson, husband of Ludie Nell Sawyer - “Gatesville (T) 

Messenger & Star-Forum” Thursday 22 Mar 1984 p 8 
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Obituary of brother Putnam Reighley Sawyer (1899-1969) - “Gatesville (T) Messenger & 
Star-Forum” Friday 25 Apr 1969 p 13 
 
 

         
Name:  Austin Jenkins Sawyer 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private  
Serial number:  251,587 
Entered service from:  Evant, Coryell TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Austin J. Sawyer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Thomas A. Sawyer, Evant TX 
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Body returned from war on: "Wheaton" departing 20 Sep 1921 from Antwerp for Hoboken 
NJ 
Body listed on return ship as: Austin J. Sawyer - https://www.fold3.com/image/604348463 
- Fold3 index does not locate the name but is on the ship record 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: PFC, Co. K., 9th Inf. 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Austin Jenkins Sawyer - b. 12 Oct 1893 Evant TX; 
res: Evant, Coryell TX. Single. Farm labor for T.A. Sawyer, Evant TX. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Born: 12 Oct 1893 
Died: 6 Nov 1918  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Address:  Evant TX 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. K, 9th Infantry Regiment, AEF   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1892 (tombstone) - 12 Oct 1893 (WWI draft & Veterans Administration Military Index) 
Evant, Coryell TX  
Died: 6 Nov 1918, France (died of wounds)   
Find A Grave record: 18078396 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location: Hamilton Co. TX 
Cemetery:  Murphree 
Tombstone: tombstone: Co K 9th Inf 2nd Div    
 
Father:  Thomas Augusta Sawyer, 14 Dec 1859 Holly Springs, Marshall MS – 24 Jan 1940 
Justice Precinct 3, Coryell Co. TX. Son of Thomas R. Sawyer & Clementine Gordon. Died of 
stomach cancer. Rancher. Buried in Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  65620480 
 
Mother: Percy Putnam Sawyer, 2 May 1863 Odell, Livingston IL – 9 Sep 1940 Evant, Coryell 
TX. Daughter of Stephen Carlos Putnam & Lavina Amelia Tenney. Buried in Murphree 
Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. 
Find A Grave:  65620558 
Parents’ marriage: 13 Dec 1886 Hamilton Co. TX  
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Austin was the 4th of 8 children. 
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• Annie Laurie Sawyer, 27 Aug 1887, Evant, Coryell T – 20 Jun 1980 Gatesville, Coryell TX. SSN 
449-16-6015Teacher & postmaster. Never married. Died of pneumonia & a cardiovascular 
accident. Buried in Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. F: 65620136 

• Thomas (Tom) Carl Sawyer, 5 Apr 1890 Evant, Coryell TX – 3 Jan 1972 Evant, Coryell TX. SSN 
449-16-9793. Served as a private 1st class, US Army, WWI. Husband of Lillie McNeil (1892-
1932, F: 20201276). Buried in Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. F: 65620623 

• Bessie E. Sawyer, 1891 Evant, Coryell TX – 5 Dec 1918 Moody, McLennan TX. Buried in 
Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. F: 146920067. 

• Gilbert Harry Sawyer, 28 Jun 1894 Evant, Coryell TX – 9 May 1978 Gatesville, Coryell TX. SSN 
449-16-6018. Veteran. Married 15 Apr 1926 in Coryell Co. T to Allie Belva Price (1900-1996, 
F: 66249392). Died of “cardiac stand still.” Buried in Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. 
F: 66248470 

• Henry Rhugly Sawyer, 14 Nov 1895 Evant, Coryell T – 24 Apr 1931 San Antonio, Bexar TX. On 
WWI draft registration (5 Jun 1917), his middle name is spelled Rhugly, but it is found in 
online family trees as Rheugley. His birthdate is given as 14 Nov 1896 on his WWI card. He 
is a farm laborer for T.A. Sawyer in Evant TX but claims exemption from draft for “phisical 
[sic] disability.” A note adds: “unsound in body and mind.” In the 1920 census, Henry R. 
Sawyer, 23 TX, single, parents’ birthplaces unknown, is an inmate in the Southwestern 
Insane Asylum in San Antonio, Bexar TX (line 46). In the 1930 census Henry R. Sawyer (line 
20), 34 TX, single, father b. MS, mother b. IL, labeled “insane” in the occupation space, is a 
resident of the same institution, where he dies in 1931. Buried in Murphree Cemetery, 
Hamilton Co. TX. F: 65620416 

• Putnam Reighley Sawyer, 20 Feb 1899 Evant, Coryell TX – 17 Apr 1969 Gatesville, Coryell 
TX. SSN 450-01-2741. Married 17 Jun 1923 to Fleta Beatrice Thompson (1903-1978, F: 
65607610). Buried in Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. F: 65607668 

• Ludie Nell Sawyer Thompson, 20 Oct 1904 Evant, Coryell TX – 14 Mar 1986 Coryell Co. TX. 
SSN 455-80-9246. Married 10 Jun 1930 in Coryell Co. TX to Joseph Clyde Thompson (1905-
1984, F: 66433345), the son of Edgar Pleasant Thompson & Alice Wellmaker. Buried in 
Murphree Cemetery, Hamilton Co. TX. F: 66433499 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – “85 Texans Among Known Survivors of 
Tuscania Tragedy” includes Austin J. Sawyer of Evant TX. 
 
"El Paso (TX) Herald" Saturday 28 Dec 1918 p 2 - on today's casualty list: Died of wounds, 
Pvt. Austin J. Sawyer, Evant, Tex.  
 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Saturday 28 Dec 1918 p 2 – on the casualty list – died of 
wounds, Pvt. Austin J. Sawyer, Evant TX. 
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Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Coryell Co. TX 
T.A. Sawyer, 41 MS, Dec 1859, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. TN, married 14 
years, salesman 
Perse, 37 IL, May 1863, parents b. NH, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Annie, 13 TX, Aug 1886 
Tom, 10 TX, Apr 1890 
Bessie, 7 TX, Aug 1892 
Austin, 6 TX, Oct 1893 
Gilbert, 4 TX, Jun 1895 
Henry, 4 TX, Nov 1896 
Putnam, 2 T, Feb 1898 
Maggie, 49 MS, Mar 1837, widow, father b. SC, mother b. TN, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
[mother] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Coryell Co. TX 
Tom A. Sawyer, 50 MS, father b. TN, mother b. MS, married 23 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, 
stock farm 
Percie, 47 IL, father b. VT, mother b. NH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Annie, 22 TX 
Tom C., 20 TX, farm labor, home far4m 
Bessie, 18 TX 
Austin, 17 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Gilbert, 16 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Henry, 14 TX 
Putnam, 12 TD 
Laude Nell, 5 TX 

TUSCANIA 


