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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 
 
 

Sturgeon, Walter Rey 
1893 CA – 1970 CA 
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Obituary of Walter Rey Sturgeon – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Thursday 12 Feb 1970 p 2 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-JSP5-

3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P8-VSZM 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-JSP5-3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P8-VSZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-JSP5-3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P8-VSZM
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Estelle & Walter Rey Sturgeon on Bald Mountain School program – “The Californian” (Salinas CA) 

Wednesday 11 Jun 1902 p 1 
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“The Californian” (Salinas CA) Friday 26 Jun 1908 p 5 
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“The Californian” (Salinas CA) Wednesday 26 Feb 1913 p 5 
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“The Californian” (Salinas CA) Tuesday 14 Sep 1915 p 3 

 

  
“Pleagle” is Pleyton CA – “San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 8 
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[article continues] 

“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 5 Nov 1934 p 6 
 
 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Friday 22 Mar 1935 p 3 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Thursday 18 Jul 1935 p 2 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Wednesday 14 Aug 1935 p 3 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Wednesday 27 Nov 1935 p 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife Fern Treasure: 

 

 
Obituary of wife Fern Treasure Sturgeon (1893-1965) – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 15 Feb 

1965 p 8 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Tuesday 16 Apr 1935 p 6 

 

 
Sisquoc CA news: “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Friday 19 Apr 1935 p 5 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Tuesday 2 Jul 1935 p 3 
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Fannie Fern Treasure graduates from Salinas (CA) High School in 1911 – “The Californian” (Salinas 

CA) Thursday 1 Jun 1911 p 1 
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Wife Ora Smith Wilson 
 

 
Obituary of Ora Vivian Smith Wilson Sturgeon (1907-1966) – “Grover City (CA) Press” Thursday 21 

Jul 1966 p 11 and Arroyo Grande (CA) Valley Herald Recorder" 21 Jul 1966 p 11  
 

 
Marriage license of Ora V. Smith Wilson & Walter Rey Sturgeon - “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 

16 Aug 1965 p 8 
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Ora Vivian Smith Wilson Sturgeon with 1st husband, Ralph William Wales Wilson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516484594/media/dfb3f00d-
e295-4b49-bdee-3f639e0d22ad 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516484594/media/dfb3f00d-e295-4b49-bdee-3f639e0d22ad
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516484594/media/dfb3f00d-e295-4b49-bdee-3f639e0d22ad
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Obituary of Ora Smith Wilson’s 1st husband, Ralph William Wales Wilson (1885-1961) – “Santa 
Maria (CA) Time” Friday 7 Apr 1961 p 2 

 

 
Obituary of mother-in-law Molly Louise Smith – “San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Saturday 27 Feb 

1965 p 3 
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Wedding on 12 Aug 1925 in Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA of Ora Vivian Smith to Ralph Wilson – 
left: “Daily Santa Maria (CA) Times” Thursday 13 Aug 1925 p 5 and right: “San Luis Obispo (CA) 

Tribune” Tuesday 11 Aug 1925 p 4 
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“San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 15 Oct 1929 p 4 

 
Children: 
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Son Robert Eugene Sturgeon (1921-1945) - Left: “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Mon 15 Oct 1945 p 1 – 
right: "Santa Maria (CA) Times" Tuesday 23 Oct 1945 p 1   
 
 



19 
 

 

 
Wedding photo of Janice Marilyn Sturgeon (1926-1994) & James C. Hollis - "Santa Maria (CA) Times" 

Monday 31 May 1954 p 4 
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"Santa Maria Times" Wednesday 26 May 1954 p 4 – 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/630392108/ 
 

 
Short obituary of Janice Marilyn Sturgeon Hollis – “Ripon (CA) Record” Wednesday 9 Nov 1994 p 3 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/630392108/


22 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82266822/person/240081452144/facts 

 
 
 

Stepchildren: 
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Obituary of stepdaughter Kathleen Jeanne Wilson Ontiveros (1926-2016) – “Santa Maria (CA) 

Times” Sunday 20 Mar 2016 p E6 
 

 
Wedding day of Kathleen Jeanne Wilson & Alexander Roman Ontiveros – Saturday, 27 Aug 1949 -

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516406912/media/55633047-a69e-4e76-a6f8-e5bbce5adf55 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516406912/media/55633047-a69e-4e76-a6f8-e5bbce5adf55
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/85149603/person/36516406912/media/55633047-a69e-4e76-a6f8-e5bbce5adf55
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Marriage of Kathleen Jeanne Wilson to Alexander Ramon Ontiveros on 27 Aug 1949 – “San Luis 

Obispo (CA) Tribune” Thursday 1 Sep 1949 p 7 
 
 

 
Stepson Robert Allan Wilson (1931-1992) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/85149603/person/77007975094/media/7a230754-2fe5-4d4d-af6a-735e93ddf3d2 



27 
 

 

 
Obituary of stepson Robert Allan Wilson – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Wednesday 16 Dec 1992 p 18 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 20 Jun 1949 p 5 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Saturday 10 Feb 1951 p 1 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Meriette Martin Sturgeon – “Santa Barbara (CA) Daily News” Monday 25 Oct 1926 

p 8 
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“The Californian” (Sallinas CA) Tuesday 29 Nov 1927 p 1 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Wednesday 30 Nov 1927 p 8 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Nellie May Waite Sturgeon – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Saturday 6 Aug 1927 p 5 
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Obituary of mother – “Daily Santa Maria (CA) Times” Friday 5 Aug 1927 p 4 

 
 

Siblings: 
 



35 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Homer Lindsey Sturgeon (1884-1964) – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Tuesday 2 Jan 

1964 p 8 
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Sister Estelle M. Sturgeon Hills (1888-1970) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/15321657/person/430177990209/media/62430133-b344-43ac-a56c-dddf07da6359 
 
 

 
Sister Estelle/Stella Sturgeon Hills – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 17 Jun 1963 p 4 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15321657/person/430177990209/media/62430133-b344-43ac-a56c-dddf07da6359
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15321657/person/430177990209/media/62430133-b344-43ac-a56c-dddf07da6359
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/15321657/person/430177990209/facts?_phsrc=hFB60412&_phstart=successSo
urce 

 

 
Marriage on 20 Nov 1916 in Stockton, San Joaquin CA of Merle Carter Severns & sister Charlotte 

Etta Sturgeon, later Bradley (1898-1931) – “Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Friday 24 Nov 
1916 p 6 
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Obituary of Charlotte Etta Sturgeon Severns Bradley – “Santa Maria (CA) Daily Times” Friday 3 Apr 

1931 p 5 
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Incarceration of Merle Carter Severns in San Quentin State Prison CA on 24 Feb 1928 for A.D.W. 

[assault with a deadly weapon] – had previously served time for burglary in 1913 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2460-

01047?pId=325425 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2460-01047?pId=325425
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2460-01047?pId=325425
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“mug shot” of Merle Carter Severns, San Quentin State Prison CA, 24 Feb 1928 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82266822/person/240081461759/media/907694aa-f792-40b8-abad-3e2b9f097e31 

 

 
Arraignment of former husband Merle Carter Stevens – “San Francisco Recorder” Wednesday 8 

Feb 1928 p 4 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82266822/person/240081461759/media/907694aa-f792-40b8-abad-3e2b9f097e31
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82266822/person/240081461759/media/907694aa-f792-40b8-abad-3e2b9f097e31
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2436-
00285?pId=185177 

 

 
Marriage of Charlotte Etta Sturgeon Severns to Royden Alfred Bradley – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” 

Tuesday 10 Jan 1928 p 8 
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Merle Carter SEVERNS seeks father so he can marry at age 19 – “San Francisco (CA) Examiner” 

Friday 17 Nov 1916 p 12 
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Suicide death of brother Chester Martin Sturgeon (1905-1985) – “Santa Maria (CA) Times” Sunday 

15 Sep 1985 p 6 
 

 
Marriage license of Chester Martin Sturgeon with 1st wife, Grace Farmer – “Whittier (CA) News” 

Thursday 14 Aug 1924 p 3 
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“San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Thursday 10 Apr 1930 p 8 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Monday 22 Sep 1930 p 4 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Daily Times” Thursday 11 Jan 1934 p 4 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Daily Times” Thursday 13 Jun 1935 p 8 
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“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Friday 14 Jun 1935 p 2 

 

 
“Santa Maria (CA) Times” Wednesday 24 Jun 1936 p 3 
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Chester’s ex-wife Grace Farmer Sturgeon & his current wife Carmel Anita Caligari Sturgeon & his 2 

daughters attend the same dinner – “San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Saturday 9 Apr 1938 p 3 
 
 

             
        
Name:  Walter Rey Sturgeon 
Name variations:  Rey Sturgeon  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,654 
Entered service from:  Pleyto, Monterey CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter R. Sturgeon 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Nellie M. Sturgeon, Plegto (sic) CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter R. Sturgeon 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Nellie Sturgeon, Pleyto CA (cpl, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Walter Rey Sturgeon - b. 2 Jan 1893 Pleyto CA; res: 
Pleyto, Monterey CA. Single. Oil worker, Rocky Mountain [unreadable] & Construction Co., Casper. 
Received by draft board on 6 Jun 1917, one day after the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Walter Rey Sturgeon - b. 2 Jan 1893 Pleyto, Monterey 
CA; res: R&G Lease, 3.5 miles south of Sisquoc, Santa Barbara CA. Mailing address: Box 215, RFD, 
Santa Maria CA. NOK Fern Sturgeon, 517 E. Cook St., Santa Maria CA. Employed by Miller & York, 1 
mile south of Santa Maria CA. Height: 5’11” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  312 S. Bright Ave., Whittier CA 
Rank/unit:    corporal, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
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Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Jan 1893 Pleyto, Monterey CA  
Died: 10 Feb 1970 Planada, Merced Co. CA (day after being injured in car accident)   
Find A Grave record: 72911960  - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA 
Cemetery:  Santa Maria Cemetery District   
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Meriette Martin Sturgeon, 19 May 1848 MI – 19 Oct 1926 Santa Barbara Co. CA. Son of 
Edward Lindsey Sturgeon & Abigail Mendenhall. Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa 
Maria, Santa Barbara CA.  
Find A Grave:  72911956 
 
Mother: Nellie May Waite Sturgeon, 26 Jun 1865 IN – 5 Aug 1927 CA. Daughter of Ezra 
Alonzo Waite & Harriet Maria (Ann) Prouty, later Gates. Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery 
District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. 
Find A Grave:  72911957 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Fannie Fern (Francis) Treasure Sturgeon, 9 Mar 1893 Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA – 
13 Feb 1965 Modesto, Stanislaus CA.  Daughter of Job B. Treasure & Fannie E. Hart (1862 
PA – 1925 CA). Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  72911953 
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Ora Vivian Smith Wilson Sturgeon, 30 May 1907 Ipswich, Suffolk, England – 15 Jul 
1966 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. Daughter of Charles Quincy Smith (1877-1926, F: 
65174531) & Mollie Louise Miles Woodard (1874-1965, F: 72911291). 
Ora Smith married Ralph William Wales Wilson on 12 Aug 1925 in the Community Church 
in Sisquoc, Santa Barbara CA. Ralph was born 15 Jun 1885 in Horsham, Sussex, England & 
died 6 Apr 1961 in Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. He was the son of Dan Wales & Saran 
Denman. He had arrived in Quebec, Canada, in 1887 and then resided (as of 1891) in 
British Columbia, Canada.  He had added “Wilson” to his Wales surname by 1918 when he 
registered for the draft in Oxnard CA. Ralph & Ora had 2 children: Kathleen Jeanne & Robert 
Allan Wilson. Although his tombstone is inscribed Ralph Wilson, his Find A Grave record is 
listed as Roe Wilson. Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara 
CA, F: 69313570. 
Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  72911958 
Marriage: 14 Aug 1965 Santa Barbara Co. CA. - In Aug 1965, Walter (age 70, resident of 
Nipoma CA) applied for a marriage license with Ora Wilson (age 58). His wife Fern had died 
in Feb 1965. Ora died less than a year after her marriage to Walter. "Santa Maria Times" 16 
Aug 1965 p 8 - 15 Jul 1966 - wife Ora 1907-1966 F: 72911958 
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Children: by wife Fern Treasure 
• Robert Eugene Sturgeon, 5 Jul 1921 Santa Barbara Co. CA – Oct 1945 Italy (while in the US 

Army). Known as “Gene.” Had been a sergeant in the US Army, serving 3 years abroad in 
WWII. Soon after phoning home & telling his mother he’d be home by Christmas, he died in 
a car accident. Buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. F; 
72911959 

• Janice Marilyn Sturgeon Hollis, 13 Nov 1926 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA – 1 Nov 1994 
Monteca, San Joaquin Co. CA. Graduate of U of CA. Married James C. Hollis in San 
Francisco CA on 22 May 1954, in the Swedenborgian Church.    

 
Stepchildren: born to 2nd wife Ora Smith and her 1st husband, Ralph Wilson 

• Kathleen Jeanne Wilson Ontiveros, 11 Jun 1926 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA - 15 Mar 
2016 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. Graduate of Santa Maria (CA) High School in 1944 & or 
Highland School of Nursing (Oakland CA) in 1947. Had a 57-year career in nursing, of which 
over 35 years was in labor & delivery. Married Alexander R. Ontiveros (1927-1999, F: 
77079562), the son of Ramon & Jane Ontiveros, on 27 Aug 1949. Buried in the Ontiveros 
Cemetery, Los Alamos, Santa Barbara CA. F: 159681326 

• Robert Allan (Bob) Wilson, 30 Jan 1931 Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA – 12 Dec 1992 
Stockton, San Joaquin CA.  Served in the US Navy in the Korean War.  

 
Siblings:  an additional sibling died before the 1900 census 

• Homer Lindsey Sturgeon, 26 Aug 1884 Los Alamos, Santa Barbara CA – 20 Jan 1964 Santa 
Maria, Santa Barbara CA. Husband of Charlotte Hinton (“Lottie”) Holloway (1885-1970, F: 
72911951) whom he married 30 Apr 1917 in San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo CA. F: 
72911954.   

• Estelle (Estella/Stella) M. Sturgeon Hills, 16 Dec 1888 CA – 30 Jun 1970 San Bernardino Co. 
CA. Resident of Glendora CA in Feb 1970 when Walter died. – Wife of Murray Kenneth Hills 
(1888-1963, F: 207111512). Buried in Oakdale Memorial Park, Glendora, Los Angeles CA. F: 
236792650 

• Charlotte Etta Sturgeon Severns Bradley, Nov 1898 CA – 1 Apr 1931 Santa Barbara Co. CA. - 
Married on 20 Nov 1916 in Stockton, San Joaquin CA to Merle Carter Severns. Merle Carter 
Severns died 2 Dec 1950 in Stockton, San Joaquin CA, survived by wife Vesta Stewart. Merle 
& Charlotte had 2 chldren: Margaret June (1917-2003) & Merle Edith (1922-1992) Severns. 
They divorced ca. 1925 - He had been in Ione Reform in 1913 for burglary & on 24 Feb 1928 
was incarcerated in San Quentin CA State Prison for assault with a deadly weapon. – 
Charlotte Severns obtained a marriage license with Royden Alfred Bradley (1892-1971, F: 
33146545) in Jan 1928. They had 1 son, Richard Royden Bradley, in 1929. – Charlotte 
Bradley is buried in Santa Maria Cemetery District, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. F: 
70684123 

• Chester Martin Sturgeon, 20 Dec 1905 Pleyto, Monterey 1905 CA – 12 Sep 1985 Los Alamos, 
Santa Barbara CA. Resident of Los Alamos CA in Feb 1970 when Walter died. – Married 15 
Aug 1924 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Grace G. Farmer (b. 1909 TN). According to the obituary 
of Michael M. Farmer (“Long Beach [CA] Press” Sunday Feb 24 1937 p 2), he was the father 
of – and Hazel his wife -of Mrs. Grace Sturgeon of Santa Maria CA. Ancestry.com family 
trees list her as Grace Gertrude Farmer, daughter of Robert Marion Farmer & Elizabeth Jane 
Keeble. Her birth month appears to be September. Chester & Grace divorced 14 Jun 1935 in 
Santa Maria, Santa Barbara CA. - Husband of Carmel Anita Caligari (1908-1984, F: 
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34061494). Died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Buried in Los Alamos Cemetery, Los 
Alamos, Santa Barbara CA. F: 34061473 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
"The Californian" (Salinas CA) 26 Jun 1908 p 5 - from Pinkerton CA: Walter Rey Sturgeon passed his 
8th-grade examination. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Santa Maria Times" 3 June 1935 p 5 - at the surprise birthday party for Mrs. Ora Wilson (who will 
become Rey's 2nd wife when he is widowed in 1965), his 1st wife Mrs. Rey Sturgeon won the high 
prize in bridge. 
 
"Santa Maria Times" 15 Oct 1945 p 1 - Mrs. Sturgeon got out of bed to talk on the phone with son 
Sgt. Gene Sturgeon, calling from Rome, Italy. He said he'd be home by Christmas.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Santa Maria (CA) Times" 12 Feb 1970 p 2 - graveside funeral services to be held 13 Feb 1970 in 
Santa Maria CA. Died at age 77, a 43-year resident of Santa Maria CA. Superintendent at Gilmore 
Oil Co. A Merced CA resident the past 12 years. Born 22 [sic] Jan 1893 in Monterey Co. CA. Died 
from car accident. Survived by daughter Mrs. Janice Hollis (Ripon), brother Chester (Los Alamos), 
sister Mrs. Stella Hills (Glendora) 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 San Antonio, Monterey CA 
Martin M. Sturgeon, 52 MI, May 1848, father b. NY, mother b. OH, married 17 years, farmer 
Nellie M., 34 CA, Jan 1865, father b. IN, mother b. OH, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Homer L., 15 CA, Aug 1884, at school 
Stella M., 11 CA, Dec 1888, at school 
Walter R., 4 CA, Jun 1893, at school 
Charlottie [sic] E., 1 CA, Nov 1898 
 
1910 San Antonio, Monterey CA 
Merriette M. Sturgeon, 62 MI, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, mail carier 
[sic/carrier], star route 
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Nellie M., 44 CA, father b. MI, mother b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are 
living 
Homer L., 25 CA, engineer, [untelligible – tractor?] 
Walton [sic] R., 17 CA, laborer, home farm 
Charlotte E., 11 CA 
Chester M., 4 CA 
 
1920 Sisquoc, Santa Barbara CA 
Walter R. Sturgeon, 27 CA, father b. MI, mother b. IN, pumper, oil field 
Francis F., 26 CA, parents b. PA 
 
1930 Township 7, Santa Barbara Co. CA – conducted 11 Apr 1930 
Walter R. Sturgeon, 36 CA, parents b. KS, production foreman, oil fields, WWI veteran 
Fanny F., 36 CA, parents b. PA 
Robert E., 8 CA 
Janice M., 3 years 5 months CA 
 
1940 Judicial Township 7, Santa Barbara Co. CA – same house in 1935 
Walter Rey Sturgeon, 47 CA, watchman, oil production 
Fannie Fern, 47 CA 
Robert E., 18 CA 
Janice M., 13 CA 
 
1950 Fillmore, Ventura CA – 120 Blaine 
Walter R. Sturgeon, 57 CA, proprietor, oil well service 
Fanny F., 57 CA 
 
 


