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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Straach, Arthur 

1889 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_04

91-04554?pId=1481368 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_0491-04554?pId=1481368
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_0491-04554?pId=1481368
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WWI draft registration -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005153629_02862?pId
=17003850 
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Listed with his nickname Otto – “Houston (TX) Post” Thursday 10 Aug 1916 p 6 

 
 
 

 
 

“San Angelo (TX) Daily Standard” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/779449862/ 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American-Standard” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 1 
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Father: 
 
 

 
Gottlieb Straach - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/155069832/person/242063841527/media/0a0f7b4b-2d81-463b-848a-
d3bb0a4d3356  

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of Caroline Louise (Lena) Eckermann Straach – “San Angelo (TX) Morning Times” 

Tuesday 11 Jun 1929 p 15 
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Obituary of mother Lena Straach – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 13 Jun 1929 p 

5 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Helwig Charlotte (Hattie) Straach Klein (1896-1990) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-

a3a6c944f844 and Find A Grave 191538259 

 
Hattie Straach, husband Edwin Daniel Klein & children – Find A Grave 191538259 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
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TX death record of Helwig (Hattie) Straach Klein - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062972-
02986?pId=1267582 
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Obituary of Helwig (Hattie) Straach Klein – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Wednesday 4 

Feb 1976 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Hilma Anita Straach Phagan (1896-1990) – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-

Times” Tuesday 30 Oct 1990 p 5 
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Marriage license – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Friday 6 Oct 1939 p 21 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/779843774/ 
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“San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 10 Oct 1939 p 4 
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“gift tea” for newlywed Hilma Straach Phagan – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 

24 Oct 1939 p 4 
 

 



16 
 

 

Visit to Miles TX in 1924 by brother Edwin Gottlieb Straach (1902-1951) after an absence of 
4 years – “San Angelo (TX) Daily Standard” Friday 26 Dec 1924 p 3 

 

 
Visit by brother Edwin Gottlieb Straach to Miles TX in 1939 – “San Angelo (TX) Morning 

Times” Saturday 8 Apr 1939 p 4 
 

 
 

No obituary in the section, however. - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 30 May 1951 p 
31 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SWBX-

G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQTR-TR3Z 
 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-

L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6
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TX WWI record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

8WBM?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V7QV 
 

Name:  Arthur Straach 
Name variations:  nickname: Otto  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 36th Co. - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Arthur died without a number 
Entered service from:  Miles, Runnels TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Arthur Straach 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lena Straach, Miles TX 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 28, as 
Arthur Straach 
Body exhumed in 1920 & reburied in Arlington National Cemetery VA. 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur Straach - b. 6 Jul 1889 Industry TX; res: 
Miles, Runnells TX. Single. Dependent mother. Farmer for John Morgan, Tom Green Co. TX. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “Yes, support of mother.” Tall & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: VAMI: as A. Straach 
Birth: not recorded 
Enlisted:  not recorded 
Serial number: not recorded [he had none] 
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Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:   private, 36th Co., 9th Battalion Depot Brigade, 90th Division  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Jul 1889 Industry, Austin TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 49358644 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt US Army 
 
Father:  Gottlieb Straach, Feb (or 27 Oct) 1864 Coswig, Anhalt-Zerbst, Sachsen-Anhalt, 
Germany – Apr 1910 Miles, Runnels TX. Son of Gottlieb Martin Straach & Wilhelmine Thiele. 
Buried in Miles Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX.    
Find A Grave:  175835247 
 
Mother:  Caroline Louise (Lena/Lina) Eckermann Straach, 1 Oct 1868 Austin Co. TX – 8 Jun 
1929 Miles, Runnels TX. Daughter of Louis Wilhelm Christen Eckermann & Scharlotte 
Meyer. Buried in Miles Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX.   
Find A Grave:  175835290  
Parents’ marriage:  30 Nov 1893 Washington Co. TX 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:         
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Helwig Charlotte (Hattie) Straach Klein, 23 Jan 1895 Austin Co. TX [obituary: Fayette Co. TX] 
– 2 Feb 1976 San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX. Married 25 Dec 1913 to Edwin Daniel Klein 
(1890-1966, F: 158149563). Buried in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens, San Angelo, Tom 
Green TX. F; 191538259 

• Hilma Anita Straach Phagan, 2 May 1896 Fayette Co. TX – 29 Oct 1990 Tom Green Co. TX. In 
Oct 1939, married Charlie Bryan Phagan (1896-1983, F: 198357685), the son of William 
Joshua Phagan & Frances Elizabeth Lena Benton. According to her obituary, buried in Miles 
Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX but not on Find A Grave as of 19 Feb 2023. 

• Edwin Gottlieb Straach, 23 Jul 1902 Austin Co. TX – 27 May 1951 San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA. - Married in 1922 to Lola Wynona Fix (1903-1989, F: 192452777) who later 
married Flave G. Ingram in 1957 in Las Vegas NV. – Married in 1934 to Leona Jensen (1910-
1998, F: 87847826) who later married Elmer Attillio Granero (1905-1973). – Married 1 Apr 
1950 in San Francisco CA to Helen Loretta (Patsy) McInerney (1912-1968). Buried in 
Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87627820 
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Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Fayette Co. TX 
Gottlieb Straach, 36 Germany, Feb 1864, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 
years, papers filed, married 7 years, farmer 
Lina, 32 TX, May 1868, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Arthur, 11 TX, Jan 1889, at school 
Hettie, 5 TX, May 1895 
Hilma, 4 TX, Apr 1896 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Concho Co. TX 
Lina Strauch [Straach], 41 TX, widow, parents b. Germany, farming, general, gave birth to 4 
children, 4 are living 
Otto, 20 TX [i.e. Arthur] 
Hettie, 15 TX 
Hilma, 14 TX 
Edwin, 7 TX 
[for the children, father b. Germany, mother b. TX] 
 


