DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Straach, Arthur
1889 TX -5 February 1918 Tuscania



REPORT OF INTERMENT

INAME OF CEMETERY

Arlington, Va.

TO:

THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

EMBLEM (Check ine)
] cHrISTIAN [ HEBREW () OTHER (Specify)

NAME (Lant, Firat,

Middle Initial)

SERVICE DATA (Company, Regiment, Division,
or other organization, and basic arm of

ete.)

Grave 28, Row 5, #1565, Local Cem. Fort
Charlott, Islay “rgyll, Scot.

Died in Service in line of duty., Sinking

of Tuscania. Texas.

Information taken from oldcard 13 Feb. 1953-BEM

| _Straach, Arthur service)
RANK SERIAL NUMBER
Pyt. Casual
STATE X ww 1+ ] OTHER (Specify) #2
Iww 11
DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH DATE OF INTERMENT | GRAVE LOC. DATES OF SERVICE

MONTH DAY |YEAR MONTH DAY | YEAR NONTH DAY | YEAR SEC.OR{GRAVE JENLISTMENT|[DISCHARGE |DIED ON A. |RET IREMENT
PLOT |OR LOT D.
Dlr LY

Feb.|5 [1918 | Sept [18 |1820 b7
REMARKS (Authority for interment, pension, or claim number, disinterment,

Replacement

814200

. Tate, Ueorgia May 26 1934
C.R. Sept. 1920

NANE AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN OR OTHER RESPONSIBLE PERSON

SHIPPING POINT FOR HCADSTONE
NEAREST FREIGHT STATION

SIGNATURE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF NATIONAL CEMETERY, OR TRANSPORTATION OFF 14

CER, OR QM OF POST CENETERY

b epboy 40

FOST OFFICE ADDRESS

o

QMC FORM
REV 1 JUL 50

1y

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS
FORM ARE OBSOLETE

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_04

91-04554?pld=1481368



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_0491-04554?pId=1481368
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421402106_0491-04554?pId=1481368
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Miles Man Among
Unaccounted For

(hﬂles Messenger)

Monday it was reported that there
were 345 soldiers of the Tuscania vic-
tims not accounted for at Washing-
ton. There were soldiers from all
over the United States and quite a
crowd from the Camp Travis detach-
ment, but the only name we found
from Miles was Arthur Straach, But
more names are coming in of the sur- |
vivors and we trust that on this the
Miles soldier may be found as one
of them. However may he be one
among those that made their bed in |
a watery grave we will count him as
one of our bravest soldiers having
died for a just cause,

“San Angelo (TX) Daily Standard” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/779449862/



NAMES OF 1,832 SURVIVORS ON
TUSCANIA RECEIVED BY U. S:

| 345 MENNOT ACCOUNTED FOR

Arthur Straach, Miles, Texas=.
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7

MANY TEXANS ON
NEW LIST OF DEAD
FROM TUSCANIA

| By Associated Press. pneumaonia; Nathaa W Warner, pne

WASHINGTON, March 30 —Today's | monia
Died of aceldent Privates John W

ul ut “I_ ns :‘_7 Ye 1 5
isunlty 1 contains fift Ve namnes, Roberts,. Westley K Stuples
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“Austin (TX) Amc?rican-Standard” Sunday 31 Mar1918p 1



Father:

Father of Hedwig Charlotte "Hattie" Klein

Gottlieb Straach - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/155069832/person/242063841527/media/0a0f7b4b-2d81-463b-848a-
d3bb0a4d3356

Mother:



MES. LENA STRAACH, 60,
IS BURIED AT MILES

MILES, June 10—Funeral servic-
es for Mrs. Lena Straach, 60, who
died at hér home her Saturday mor-
ring after a brief illness were held
‘at the Methodist church at 3:30
o'clock Monday afternoon.

The Rev. F. P. Bishop, pastor of
the Methodist church, assisted by
the Rev. F. W. Henkel, pastor of
the Lutheran church, officiated.

Mrs. Straach was a pioneer in
this section of West Texas. She
/was a member of the Methodist
gchurch. ¢

|  Surviving are two daughters, Mrs.
Ed Klein and Miss Hilma Straach,
bith of Miles; a son, Edwin Straach
cof San Francisco, who was unable
| to be here for the funeral; a sister,
| Mrs. Annie Moeller, of Miles; and a
| brother, Louis Eckerman, of Eola.

Obituary of Caroline Louise (Lena) Eckerman‘n Straach — “San Angelo (TX) Morning Times”
Tuesday 11Jun 1929 p 15




IPIONEER WOMAN IS~ |
. BURIED AT MILES

MILES, June 12.—~Funeral service:
were held Monday for Mrs. Lena|
Straach, 60, who died at her ‘home |

here on June 8. She was the widow
of the late Gottlieb Straach, who died
here in 1010. She is survived by two
daughters, Miss Hilma Straach and
M. Edwin Klein, buth of Miles, and
one son, Edwin Straach of San Fran-
cisco,

Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. I°, P. Bishop, local Methodist
| }autor. assisted by Rev. F. W. Henkel,

«utheran minister, and Rev. W, L.|

Rodgers, pastor of the Miles Baptist
?hurch. Interment was in Miles ceme-
ery.

Obituary of mother Lena Straach — “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 13 Jun 1929 p
5

Siblings:



Sister Helwig Charlotte (Hattie) Straach Klein (1896-1990) -

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-
a3a6c944f844 and Find A Grave 191538259

fi{ﬁ?‘.’hﬁ. i |

)

|

{ b - N
win Daniel Klein & children — Find A Grave 191538259

Hattie Straach, hsband Ed


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/152142485/person/432018136939/media/ba7e841c-d7ef-40c7-b157-a3a6c944f844
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Mrs. Klein

Services for Mrs. KD
(Hattie) Klen, 81, of 1225 E.
208t will be at 330 pom. today
i Johnson's Funeral Home
with  burial In  Lawnhaven
Memorial Gardens.

Mrs. Klein died Monday in &
local nursing home.

She was born Jan. 23, 1895 in
Fayette County. had lived in
San Angelo sinee 13 and was
married to Edwin D Klein
Dec. 25, 1913,

Survivors include a
daughter, Mrs. M. . Mullins
of San Angelo. threesons, H. |
Klein of San Antonio, E, W
Klem of Falls Church, Va. and
J. A Klein of San Angelo; a
sister, Mrs. C. B Thagan of
Miles: M grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren,

Pallbearers  will be  Noel
Shaw  of  Buchanan Dam,
David Thompson, Nath Ray,
Ray Peace, V' Z. Donalson and
M D. McMurray. all of San
Angelo

Obituary of Helwig (Hattie) Straach Klein — “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Wednesday 4
Feb 1976 p 2



12

Obituary of sister Hilma Anita Straach Phagan (1896-1990) — “San Angelo (TX) Standard-

Hilma Phagan

Hilma Straach Phagan, %4, of San
Angelo, died at 6:25p.m. Monday in
Riverside Manor.

Graveside service will be at 2
p.m. today in Miles Cemetery
directed by Robert Massie Funeral
Home. Stanley Lockhart of Johnson
Street Church of Christ will
officiate.

She was born May 2, 18%, in
Fayette County. A resident of San
Angelo since 1981, she previously
lived in Miles. She was a housewife
and member of the Church of
Christ.

Survivors are a stepdaughter,
Lottie Frances Phagan of Marietta,
Ga.; a niece, Dorine Mullins of San
Angelo; and two nephews, James
Klein of San Angelo and Homer
Klein of San Antonio.

Times” Tuesday 30 Oct 1990 p 5



24 Licenses To Wed '
Issued In Runnels
County Last Month

l Standard-Times News Service 1
| BALLINGER, Oct. 5—A total of |
i 24 marriage licenses were issued |
from the office of W. W. Chastain,
Runnels County clerk, during Sep- |
v tember, as compared to 21 for the'
preceding month.
|| Couples recetving licenses last
'r month included:
| Monroe Clarence Overman and |
I Miss Auta Bell Stephenson, Eddie
| Mendiola and Miss Pauline Gomez, |
Derwood Bissett and Miss Bula May
Clark; Ray Weatherford and Miss |
Oleta Gresham; R. C. Hardin and
Miss Helen Hutchins; Charlie B.
Phagan and Miss Hilma Straach;
W. L. Power and Miss Clemmie
Frost; H. C. Engelke and Miss Evy.
lene McKinaie; D. W. Sheffy and
Miss Ella Mae Jennings; W. P.
Cooke and Miss Annie Wilkins: Al
“lfred Helmers and Miss Nora Lee
" Freeman; Jake Ward and Miss
Eammer Drosche: R. L. Wesley and
P Miss Margaret Berry: E M. Stegall,
_ Jr, and Miss Louise Perry: Daniel
» Guevara and Mrs. Josefina Polla-
® nez: Robert Glasscock and Miss
¢ Clara Bryan; Jose Perez and Miss
¥ | Paubla Ruiz; Winfred Compton and
* Ruby Mae Hodges; Thomas W.
"/ Clark and Miss Lovene Ramy: M
' Sanchez and Miss Lilly Gomez; Mi
h gel PFlores and Miss Maria Delar
B .An(elu Rodriquez.

Marriage license — “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Fﬁday 6 0ct1939p 21 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/779843774/
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FAGAN-STRAACH
NUPTIALS HELD

MILES. Oct 9 (SC)»—Miss Hilma
Straach and Charlie B. Fagan were
married at 8 pm Saturday by the
Rev. W B Wheeler, Methodist min-
ister. In his home. The bride wore
‘& frock of royal blue crepe with
rhinestone trim and British tan

accessories. The couple is to live
here. Mr. Fagan is a carpenter.

e

“San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 10 Oct 1939 p 4



MRS. PHAGAN 1S
HONORED AT TEA

MILES, Oct. 2 (850) — Mm
Charles B Phagan was honored re
cently when the Methodist Friend

sang two selections with Mrs. R. E

Dlayed X
Mrs Nannie Lindsay presided at the
Prinzing at the register

Hoit Lovelace, Prinzing, T W
Geistman, Wesley Prinzing, George
Richards, J Roach, A. C

thur, S E hnur Jim Donalson,
Edwin Weiss, M. O. Weatherby, J.
. Barker, G. M. Wilson, J. E Cox,
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hon came in Tuesday from Denver,
Colo., to visit relatives after a four:
years’' absence. .
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Visit to Miles TXin 1924 by brother Edwin Gottlieb Straach (1902-1951) after an absence of
4 years — “San Angelo (TX) Daily Standard” Friday 26 Dec 1924 p 3

Have California Guests

MILES, April 7. (SC)—Mr. and
Mrs. Edwin Straach of San Fran-
cisco, Calif., arrived Thursday for
a visit with Mr. Straach's sisters,
‘Mrs. Ed Klein and Miss Hilina
' Straach. I
Visit by brother Edwin Gottlieb Straach to Miles TXin 1939 - “San Angelo (TX) Morning
Times” Saturday 8 Apr 1939 p 4

INEDA, Carmen
ENast.
A

No obituary in the section, however. - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 30 May 1951 p
31

o)




17

= P I
AT ANS DURRS
.‘¢‘,‘:"?""'t:l.-f""

3

g e e

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SWBX-
G?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQTR-TR3Z

Page 34
TEXAS WHITE: INDUCTED INTO RAPIONAYL AMMY OR ASSICNED THERETO UPON BRLISTURND
N

UE OF DEATE
165 Depot Brig 36 Co ¥eb 5/18
Canp Tpavis Det 48

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-
L?cc=2996059&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6

Straach, Arthor



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-L?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5WN6
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Straach, Arthar : * White * Colored

(Surnsme) (Christian naran) (Army socinl number) "
Residence: Miles Runnells TEXLS

(Steeet and hoase pumber) (’l‘ovvnur eity) (County) (State)
Balling /'
* Eristed A RA> NG TR=C, *Inducted at e e 18/17% -
Place of birth: Industry . fex . - . Age or date of birth: -44.3...5/.12.&1:8__.
Organizations served in, with datos of assignments and transfers:
_____ 2600 Dot 2160 Dep Sriz to death E
Grades, with date of appointment: . oo o
vt
Engagements; . Sinking of Tuscanis = s e
Served oversess from e " . to 1'_.9151{1_1?11...._, from § _tot
Killed in action ooo....... LEeb. b5 19.18
' Other wounds or injuries receiv Ni n action: ... et O TS - LG R
'y »

Person notified of death: . MIS, Lena. Stramah. e Susg ey
NS (Nome) ..’1119 8 (Degren of rrlnuon.h:p}rex
R "(:.o. atid stroet or mrl-f—niu-e) -ﬁ; .(‘f sy, tmn or pont office) . (State or country)
Nm No m"‘a AL G.O. « Stelks out wonll not npplh-l\lo. 1 Dates ofdopummtrdm nnd mwd inthe U. 8
; 3—73%

TXWWI record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1 :3QS7-89MN-
8WBM?¢cc=2202707&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V7QV

Name: Arthur Straach

Name variations: nickname: Otto

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 36th Co. - private

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Arthur died without a number

Entered service from: Miles, Runnels TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Arthur Straach

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lena Straach, Miles TX

First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 28, as
Arthur Straach

Body exhumed in 1920 & reburied in Arlington National Cemetery VA.

World War | draft registration (1917): as Arthur Straach - b. 6 Jul 1889 Industry TX; res:
Miles, Runnells TX. Single. Dependent mother. Farmer for John Morgan, Tom Green Co. TX.
Claimed exemption from draft: “Yes, support of mother.” Tall & slender.

Veterans Administration Military Index: VAMI: as A. Straach
Birth: not recorded

Enlisted: notrecorded

Serial number: not recorded [he had none]
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Discharged:
Address:
Rank/unit: private, 36" Co., 9" Battalion Depot Brigade, 90" Division

Birth & death:

Born: 6 Jul 1889 Industry, Austin TX

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 49358644 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington VA

Cemetery: Arlington National

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt US Army

Father: Gottlieb Straach, Feb (or 27 Oct) 1864 Coswig, Anhalt-Zerbst, Sachsen-Anhalt,
Germany - Apr 1910 Miles, Runnels TX. Son of Gottlieb Martin Straach & Wilhelmine Thiele.
Buried in Miles Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX.

Find A Grave: 175835247

Mother: Caroline Louise (Lena/Lina) Eckermann Straach, 1 Oct 1868 Austin Co. TX-8Jun
1929 Miles, Runnels TX. Daughter of Louis Wilhelm Christen Eckermann & Scharlotte
Meyer. Buried in Miles Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX.

Find A Grave: 175835290

Parents’ marriage: 30 Nov 1893 Washington Co. TX

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings:

o Helwig Charlotte (Hattie) Straach Klein, 23 Jan 1895 Austin Co. TX [obituary: Fayette Co. TX]
-2 Feb 1976 San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX. Married 25 Dec 1913 to Edwin Daniel Klein
(1890-1966, F: 158149563). Buried in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens, San Angelo, Tom
Green TX. F; 191538259

e Hilma Anita Straach Phagan, 2 May 1896 Fayette Co. TX-29 Oct 1990 Tom Green Co. TX. In
Oct 1939, married Charlie Bryan Phagan (1896-1983, F: 198357685), the son of William
Joshua Phagan & Frances Elizabeth Lena Benton. According to her obituary, buried in Miles
Cemetery, Miles, Runnels TX but not on Find A Grave as of 19 Feb 2023.

e Edwin Gottlieb Straach, 23 Jul 1902 Austin Co. TX-27 May 1951 San Francisco, San
Francisco CA. - Married in 1922 to Lola Wynona Fix (1903-1989, F: 192452777) who later
married Flave G. Ingram in 1957 in Las Vegas NV. — Married in 1934 to Leona Jensen (1910-
1998, F: 87847826) who later married Elmer Attillio Granero (1905-1973). — Married 1 Apr
1950 in San Francisco CAto Helen Loretta (Patsy) Mclnerney (1912-1968). Buried in
Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87627820
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Notes:

Pre-war:
Wartime:
Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 Justice Precinct 2, Fayette Co. TX

Gottlieb Straach, 36 Germany, Feb 1864, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1890, in US for 10
years, papers filed, married 7 years, farmer

Lina, 32 TX, May 1868, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living

Arthur, 11 TX, Jan 1889, at school

Hettie, 5 TX, May 1895

Hilma, 4 TX, Apr 1896

1910 Justice Precinct 2, Concho Co. TX

Lina Strauch [Straach], 41 TX, widow, parents b. Germany, farming, general, gave birthto 4
children, 4 are living

Otto, 20 TX[i.e. Arthur]

Hettie, 15 TX

Hilma, 14 TX

Edwin, 7 TX

[for the children, father b. Germany, mother b. TX]



