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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 
 

Stoss, Herman 
1891 NE – 1973 OK 

 
 

 
Herman Stoss - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15019319/person/332335199540/media/9efa44c0-04d8-4044-be03-606f68cbbb1b 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15019319/person/332335199540/media/9efa44c0-04d8-4044-be03-606f68cbbb1b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15019319/person/332335199540/media/9efa44c0-04d8-4044-be03-606f68cbbb1b


2 
 

 

 
Herman Stoss & wife Vaney Bell Lovitt Stoss – Scottsbluff NE, 1937 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/8078289/person/-
997186172/media/67569a9e-49c7-4b86-b81b-

3b804e44b2b7?_phsrc=hFB60216&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/8078289/person/-997186172/media/67569a9e-49c7-4b86-b81b-3b804e44b2b7?_phsrc=hFB60216&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/8078289/person/-997186172/media/67569a9e-49c7-4b86-b81b-3b804e44b2b7?_phsrc=hFB60216&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/8078289/person/-997186172/media/67569a9e-49c7-4b86-b81b-3b804e44b2b7?_phsrc=hFB60216&_phstart=successSource
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“Kingfisher (OK) Times” Thursday 6 Jan 1916 p 1 
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“Kingfisher (OK) Daily Free Press” Wednesday 12 Apr 1916 p 3 

 

 
“Hennessey (OK) Clipper” Thursday 13 Apr 1916 p 1 

 
 

 
“Complete List of 1 Draft Notification in Creek County District No. 1 - #960, 2646 Herman Stoss, 

Sapulpa – “Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Saturday 4 Aug 1917 p 6 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/661549750/ 

 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/661549750/
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Tuscania passengers were from all 48 states, plus the territory of Hawaii & the District of Columbia 

– “Kingfisher (OK) Free Daily Press” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Kingfisher (OK) Free Daily Press” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/586118252/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/586118252/
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Tulsa (OK) World” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Telegram to wife reports him rescued – “Hennessry (OK) Clipper” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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The most complete biography of Herman’s early life found so far – although the article declares 
Herman dead -  “Logan County News” (Crescent OK) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/610699099/ 
 

 
“Logan County News” (Crescent OK) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/610699118/ 
 
 

 
“Hennessry (OK) Clipper” Thursday 16 May 1918 p 5 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/610699099/
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Missing in action – “Hennessey (OK) Clipper” Thursday 29 Aug 1918 p 1 
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“Enid (OK) Daily News” Thursday 5 Sep 1918 p 1 
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“Harlow’s Weekly” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 11 Sep 1918 p 10 
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The missing Herman Stoss writes home – “Hennessey (OK) Clipper” Thursday 12 Sep 1918 p 12 

 

 
“Hennessey (OK) Clipper” Thursday 17 Jul 1919 p 7 
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Paid by the county commissioners – “Kingfisher (OK) Free Press” Thursday 2 Jun 1921 p 5 

 

 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” Thursday 8 Dec 1949 p 6 

 

 
“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Thursday 8 Dec 1949 p 14 

 
 

 
“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 4 Mar 1955 p 2 

 
 
 

The 1924 Shooting Incident 
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“Morning Tulsa (OK) Daily World” Tuesday 17 Jun 1924 p 3 

 

 
Arraignment – “Tulsa (OK) Tribune” Sunday 31 Aug 1924 p 35 

 

 
“Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Tuesday 2 Sep 1924 p 6 
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The Stoss’s defense attorney thinks they should be prosecuted! –  they have failed to appear to 

court - “Bartlesville (OK) Morning Examiner” Wednesday 10 Sep 1924 p 3 
 

 
“Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Thursday 4 Dec 1924 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Wife Vaney Bell Lovitt Stoss - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/15019319/person/332111502340/media/b555e0a4-e196-45c3-a328-749c3dade87c 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15019319/person/332111502340/media/b555e0a4-e196-45c3-a328-749c3dade87c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15019319/person/332111502340/media/b555e0a4-e196-45c3-a328-749c3dade87c
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Marriage license – Herman Stoss & Sylvana Lovitt - “Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Saturday 22 Nov 

1913 p 1 
 

 
 

“Tulsa (OK) World” Saturday 11 Feb 1989 p 53 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Daughter DeFrance (Jackie) Stoss Hess (1920-2017) – Find A Grave 187182742 

 
      
 
Name:  Herman Stoss 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,599  
Entered service from:  Hennessey, Kingfisher OK  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Herman Stoss 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Naey [sic/Mary?] Stoss, Hennesy OK 
Returned from war on: "La Lorraine" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herman Stoss 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Lena Stoss, Hennessy OK (pvt, Co. A, 1st PD Bn) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Herman Stoss - b. 1 Jan 1891 Beatrice NE; res: 914 E. 
Lee, Sepulpa OK; registered Creek Co. OK. Married, with dependernt wife. Claimed exempt from 
draft: “Yes, dependent wife.” Common labor, not employed. “Enlarged right ankle” Medium height 
& build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Herman Stoss - b. 1 Jan 1889 Beatrice NE; res: El 
Reno, Canadian Co. OK. NOK Mrs. DeFrances Hess, 1010 SW 13th, Portland OR [daughter]. Self-
employed in Canadian Co. OK, truck farmer at El Reno, Canadian OK. “scar on left wrist, scar on 
face” – Height: 5’8” – 133 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  20 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jul 1919 
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Address:  Carnegie OK 
Rank/unit:   private, Co. M, 9th Infantry  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Jan 1891 Beatrice, Gage NE (WWII draft: 1 Jan 1889)  
Died: 14 Mar 1973 Tuttle, Grady OK (F: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK)   
Find A Grave record: 16972892 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Bixby, Tulsa OK 
Cemetery:  Bixby 
Tombstone: Findagrave text: veteran 
 
Father:  Ben Stoss, Jun 1843 France -  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Lena --- Stoss, Sep 1866 Germany -  Resident of Hennessy OK in Jun 1919 when 
she was listed there as Herman’s wartime next-of-kin. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Vaney Bell Lovitt Stoss, 18 Apr 1891 Mulberry, Crawford AR – 9 Feb 1989 Mustang, 
Canadian Co. OK. Real name appears to be Sylvana. Daughter of Samuel Lovitt & Mary 
Emmaline Creekmore. Buried in Bixby Cemetery, Bixby, Tulsa OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  16972923 
Marriage: 21 Nov 1913 Tulsa Co. OK 
 
Children: 

• Mildred Lucille Stoss Johnson Pringle Schepp, 13 May 1918 Kingfisher Co. OK –1 Jun 2002 
with surname Schepp. – Her father Herman writes a letter on 13 Aug 1918 while at war, 
asking Vaney: “Did you ever receive the letter that I sent with the name for the baby? 
Mildred the name you picked out is all right. Use this one for a middle name.” - Social 
Security reports the use of Johnson as her surname as of Jan 1942. Lucile married Connell 
Johnson 7 Oct 1940. She petitioned for divorce on 26 Jun 1942 in Multnomah Co. OR on the 
grounds of desertion; his location was unknown. - Married in McMinnville, Yamhill OR on 6 
Aug 1942 to Benjamin Victor Pringle (b. 3 Sep 1917 in SD); he was a member of the Coast 
Guard.  They divorced 9 Sep 1946 in Multnomah Co. OR. Mildred petitioned for the divorce 
on grounds of cruelty. Social Security records her surname as Pringle as of Apr 1943.  -  
Mildred L. Stoss, age 24, single, 1st marriage, b. OK, power machine operator, daughter of 
Herman Stoss (NE) & Vaney Lovitt (AR) married to Crist Schepp, age 24, single, 1st marriage, 
b. ND, son of John Schepp (ND) & Marie Kaiser (ND) – married 25 Mar 1947 in Clark Co. WA.  

 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
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Tracing Herman’s parents has proved difficult. According to the story “First Crescent War 
Victim” in the “Logan County News” (Crescent OK) of Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1, which 
erroneously identifies Herman as dead, there is information that he was raised west of 
Crescent OK by Mrs. Ozee. His mother had left home when he was little and never 
returned, so Herman never knew her. Herman stayed with his father until he was around 12 
years old, but left because his father was not good to him. 
 
Herman  happened to stop at Mrs. Ozee’s and she became “the only mother he had ever 
known.” He was almost raised with the Mize boys and farmed the Washie Drew farm for 
one year. 
 
Tracing Mrs. Ozee has proved to have difficulties also. The 1910 census for Crescent, 
Logan Co. OK shows a Martin F. Ozee, age 54, b. IN living with wife Rebecca A. Ozee, age 
55, born Georgia. Martin F. Ozee (1856-1921) has a Find A Grave record at 15778001.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
appears to be the Herman Stoss engaged in dispute with a Black man named Daniels he had hired, 
reported in "Kingfisher Daily Free Press" 6 Jan 1916 p 1 & 12 Apr 1916 p 3. Although Stoss was shot 
in the hand & chest, and gunfire was exchanged, Daniels was found not guilty of assault & battery 
by a jury. He had been charged with shooting with intent to kill.  
 
Wartime: 
 
in Sep 1918, numerous papers report Herman Stoss of Hennessey OK is missing in action.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Was unable to determine the outcome of the 1924 shooting and legal actions against 
Herman & Vaney Stoss. They were living in Kansas in 1930 – possibly avoiding prosecution? 
 
Obituary: 
“Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 16 Mar 1973 p 57 - age 82, truck farmer, funeral 17 Mar 
(Sevier) 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK 
Ben Stoss, 56 France, Jun 1843, parents b. France, married 15 years, emigrated 1882, in US 
for 18 years, naturalized butter maker 
Mattie, 33 Germany, Sep 1866, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Herman, 11 NE, Oct 1888 
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1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 North Wichita, Lincoln OK – conducted 3/6/9 Feb 1920 
Herman Stoss, 28 NE, father b. France, mother b. Germany, farm laborer, working out 
Vaney, 28 AR, parents b. KY 
Lucile, 1 year 8 months OK 
 
1930 Jetmore, Hodgeman KS 
Herman Stoss, 40 NE, father b. France, mother b. Germany, age 22 at 1st marriage, leather 
(?) house, WWI veteran 
Vaney B., 39 AR, father b. KY, mother b. TN, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Lucile M., 11 OK 
Defrance, 9 OK 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 Waldron, Grady OK 
Herman Stoss, 62 NE, farmer, farm 
Vaney, 59 AR 
 


