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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Stodghill, Hugh Joseph 
1894 KY – 1984 LA 
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“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Saturday 15 Feb 1941 p 18 
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From left to right in Rayville Methodist Church groundbreaking: Hugh Joseph Stodghill (foot 

on shovel), his brother Jesse Edward Stodghill, his mother Annie Hill Stodghill (on 
crutches), his brother Marvin Douglas Stodghill, his sister Ruth Stodghill Girard, and the 

minister – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 20 Jan 1951 p 1 
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Hugh Joseph Stodghill is the man standing in the back row, center (short man with light-

colored coat) and 2nd from left, his wife Myrtle Salmon Stodghill (light-colored dress) – 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 20 Jun 1959 p 6 
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Obituary of Hugh Joseph Stodghill – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Tuesday 28 Feb 

1984 p 2 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SQR3-

4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P5-NDN2 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SQR3-4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P5-NDN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SQR3-4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7P5-NDN2
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LA WWI service record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G968-
ZWRP?i=237&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TY-

GP66 
 
 
 

Life: 
 

 
The Epworth League was a religious organization for your people – “Monroe (LA) News-

Star” Friday 31 Jan 1913 p 2 
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“Monroe (LA) News-Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Shreveport (LA) Times” Sunday 3 Mar 1918 p 20 
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“Shreveport (LA) Times” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 9 – also printed in “Monroe (LA) News-Star” 

Saturday 16 Mar 1918 p 6 
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Note Hugh’s father gave the invocation at the Rayville Methodist Church celebration of 

Demobilization Day, while his sons, Hugh & Marvin, had stars on the church’s service flag – 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 1 Mar 1919 p 4 

 

 
The Tommie Cook post was named for a Tuscania casualty – Tommie Cook was the brother 

of Willie Cook Stodghill, the wife of Hugh Stodghill’s brother Jesse Stodghill, and Hugh’s 
fellow passenger on Tuscania - “Richland Beacon-News” Saturday 18 Sep 1920 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 25 Sep 1920 p 1 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 6 Nov 1920 p 5 
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“Shreveport (LA) Times” Sunday 29 May 1921 p 3 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 11 Jun 1921 p 2 
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“Shreveport (LA) Times” Thursday 22 Sep 1921 p 3 

 

 
“Bastrop (LA) Daily Enterprise” Friday 4 Nov 1921 p 3 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 9 Aug 1924 p 3 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 1 Nov 1924 p 5 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 16 May 1925 p 3 
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“Monroe (LA) News-Star” Friday 28 Aug 1925 p 11 

 

 
Sister Ruth Stodghill Girard, Hugh & wife – at LSU – “Lafayette (LA) Daily Advertiser” 

Monday 3 May 1926 p 5 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 10 Mar 1928 p 1 – Hugh was not among the 

top 5 vote-getters for alderman, out of a slate of 10 candidates so he did have a win  
 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 1 Sep 1928 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 22 Sep 1928 p 8 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 15 Dec 1928 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 5 Jan 1929 p 6 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 13 Apr 1929 p 1 

 



27 
 

 

 
[article continues} 

“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 2 May 1931 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 2 May 1931 p 17 
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Hugh Stodghill & the Terzia brothers – LA State Senator Leo Terzia & Fensky Terzia – were 

on board Tuscania – Hugh heads the American Legion post in Rayville LA named for 
casualty Tommie Cook – Captain Wilhelm Meyer of UB-77 and Captain Peter McLean of 

Tuscania did NOT attend the 1933 reunion – “Bastrop (LA) Daily Enterprise” Thursday 2 Feb 
1933 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 22 Dec 1934 p 2 
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Brothers Jesse (the groom) & Hugh Stodghill (mama’s precious darling Percival) in the 

Kiwanis “womanless wedding” production – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) 
Saturday 20 Apr 1935 p 1 
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Brothers Jesse (ring bearer) & Hugh (bride’s son) return in another Kiwanis womanless 
wedding production – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 2 May 1936 p 1  

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 20 Mar 1937 p 3 
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The Stodghill brothers return to the stage – Hugh as Mrs. George Washington & Jess as 

“Jelly Fish” – “Richland Beacon News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 15 May 1937 p 5 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 26 Feb 1938 p 5 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 30 Sep 1939 p 5 

 

 
Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 31 Aug 1940 p 2 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 5 Oct 1940 p 1 
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“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Monday 7 Oct 1940 p 4 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 12 Oct 1940 p 1 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 28 Jul 1945 p 3 

 

 
“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 9 Feb 1952 p 5 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 20 Dec 1952 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 29 Jan 1955 p 3 

 

 
“Lafayette (LA) Daily Advertiser” Friday 2 Mar 1956 p 15 
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Correction to this story appears below - “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 21 

Jun 1958 p 1 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 28 Jun 1958 p 4 

 

 
Hugh Stodghill & Floyd William Longyear were fellow Tuscania survivors - “Richland 

Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 28 Mar 1959 p 9 
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“Catahoula (LA) News” Thursday 17 Aug 1961 p 1 

 
 

Wife: 
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Wife:
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Marriage of Hugh Joseph Stodghill & Myrtle M. Salmon – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville 
LA) Saturday 11 Sep 1920 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of wife Myrtle Salmon Stodghill – “Richland Beacon-News” Friday 3 Jan 1975 p 1 
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“Richland (LA) Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 9 Apr 1921 p 3 

 
 
 

Father: 
 
 

 
Edward Everette Stodghill - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1838984/person/6010571054/media/a69e99e6-12b2-4bfb-8cea-
a6c56c52ec76 
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Obituary of father Edward Everette Stodghill – “Monroe (LA) News-Star” Tuesday 25 May 

1937 p 2 
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Obituary of father Edward Everett Stodghill – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) 

Saturday 29 May 1937 p 1 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Mother Annie Elizabeth Hill Stodghill - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1838984/person/1355384694/media/518dbdfa-c61c-4788-aa75-
83d6bdd7fc07 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1838984/person/1355384694/media/518dbdfa-c61c-4788-aa75-83d6bdd7fc07
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1838984/person/1355384694/media/518dbdfa-c61c-4788-aa75-83d6bdd7fc07
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1838984/person/1355384694/media/518dbdfa-c61c-4788-aa75-83d6bdd7fc07
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 16 Oct 1954 p 11 
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Obituary of mother Annie Elizabeth Hill Stodghill – “Shreveport (LA) Times” Tuesday 27 Dec 

1955 p 35 
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Obituary of mother Annie Elizabeth Hill Stodghill – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) 

Saturday 31 Dec 1955 p 1  
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Jesse Edward Stodghill Sr. (1891-1956) – “Richland Beacon-News” 
Saturday 15 Sep 1956 p 1 and continued on p 8 

 

 
Obituary of Jesse Edward Stodghill Sr. – “Monroe (LA) News-Star” Friday 7 Sep 1956 p 12 
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Obituary of Jesse Edward Stodghill – “Monroe (LA) Morning World” Saturday 8 Sep 1956 p 

13 
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Obituary of Jesse Edward Stodghill Sr. – “Delhi (LA) Dispatch” Wednesday 12 Sep 1956 p 1 

& p 14 
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1924 passport application of sister Ruth Elizabeth Stodghill Girard (1897-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/347457:1174?tid=1838984&pid=6010571059&queryId=fe524abd681603f00

dd034a409c5a8e8&_phsrc=hFB60127&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/347457:1174?tid=1838984&pid=6010571059&queryId=fe524abd681603f00dd034a409c5a8e8&_phsrc=hFB60127&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/347457:1174?tid=1838984&pid=6010571059&queryId=fe524abd681603f00dd034a409c5a8e8&_phsrc=hFB60127&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/347457:1174?tid=1838984&pid=6010571059&queryId=fe524abd681603f00dd034a409c5a8e8&_phsrc=hFB60127&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Ruth Elizabeth Stodghill & Eloi Girard – “Lafayette (LA) Daily Advertiser” 

Thursday 16 Oct 1924 p 7 
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“Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Saturday 18 Oct 1924 p 1 
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Obituary of Lottie Lee (Dixie) Armstrong Stodghill, wife of brother Marvin Douglas Stodghill 

(1899-1993) – “Richland Beacon-News” (Rayville LA) Thursday 7 Jan 1993 p 3 
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Obituary of Marvin Douglas Stodhill – “Shreveport (LA) Times” Monday 26 Jul 1993 p 10 

 
Rayville, county seat of Richland Parish, Louisiana 

 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rayville,_Louisiana 

Rayville is the hometown of National Football League players Reggie Burnette, Edgar Jones 
& Roosevelt Potts and National Basketball Association Hall of Fame member Elvin Hayes. 

Its population in 2010 was 3,695.  
 

 
   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rayville,_Louisiana
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Name:  Hugh Joseph Stodghill 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number: 250,653  
Entered service from:  Rayville, Richland LA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Hugh J. Stodghill 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father E.E. Stodghill, Rayville LA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Hugh J. Stodghill 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Edward E. Stodghill, Rayville LA (pvt, 18th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Hugh Joseph Stodghill - b. 2 Mar 1894 Earlington 
KY; res: Rayville, Richland Parish LA. Single. Lumberman, no employment at present. Short 
in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Box 127, Rayville LA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Hugh Joseph Stodghill - b. 2 Mar 1894 Earlington 
KY; res: Box 127, Rayville, Richland Parish LA. NOK Mrs. Hugh J. Stodghill, no address 
supplied. Employed at State Headquarters Selective Service, Jackson Barracks, New 
Orleans LA. Address: Box 127, Rayville LA. Height: 5’6” – 170 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  13 Jun 1919 
Address:  Rayville LA 
Rank/unit: private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers    
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 2 Mar 1894 Earlington, Hopkins Co. KY  
Died: 23 Feb 1984 Rayville, Richland Parish LA   
Find A Grave record:  40232921 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Rayville, Richland Parish LA 
Cemetery:  Masonic 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Edward Everett/Everette Stodghill, 4 Jul 1860 Hopkins Co. KY – 25 May 1937 
Rayville, Richland Parish LA. Son of John Jacob Stodghill (1831-1912, F: 70096031) & 
Margaret Ellen Thomson (1839-1896, F: 70096032). Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Rayville, 
Richland Parish LA. 
Find A Grave:  39482113 
 
Mother:  Annie Elizabeth Hill Stodghill, 14 Oct 1863 Nebo, Hopkins Co. KY – 26 Dec 1955 
Rayville, Richland Parish LA. Daughter of Hugh Davis Hill & Sarah Jane Ingram. Buried in 
Masonic Cemetery, Rayville, Richland Parish LA. 
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Find A Grave:  39482047 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Oct 1883 Hopkins Co. KY 
 
Spouse:  Myrtle M. Salmon Stodghill, 15 Nov 1893 MS – 29 Dec 1974 Rayville, Richland 
Parish LA. Daughter of Julius Clarence Salmon & Lula Tigpen. There are hundreds of 
newspaper articles about her found on Newspapers.com as she was very active in the 
Rayville LA community. Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Rayville, Richland Parish LA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  40232886  
Marriage: 3 Sep 1935 in Rayville, Richland Parish LA at the home of the bride’s parents 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 & 1910 censuses, his mother reports giving birth to 6 children, 4 of 
whom are living. 

• Jessie Edward Stodghill Sr., 13 Nov 1891 Earlington, Hopkins KY – 7 Sep 1956 Rayville, 
Richland Parish LA. Co-founder with his father of People’s Lumber Company. Married 24 
Jun 1914 to Willie Lee Cook (1893-1961, F: 39538521). Willie Cook Stodghill’s brother 
Tommie Ward Cook, sailed on “Tuscania” with Hugh Stodghill; he was 1 of the casualties. - 
Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Rayville, Richland Parish LA. F: 39538246 

• Lesia E. Stodghill, 1892 Hopkins Co. KY -  . Found on one Ancestry.com family tree. 
• Ruth Elizabeth Stodghill Girard, 1 Apr 1897 Earlington, Hopkins KY  – 15 Sep 1975 Lafayette, 

Lafayette Parish LA. Wife of Michel Eloi Giard (1896-1974, F: 29325947) whom she married 
on 14 Oct 1924. He was a graduate of Georgia Tech, served as a captain of artillery in WWI & 
as a LA state senator 1952-1956. He developed Girard Park in Lafayette, Lafayette Parish 
LA. She is the namesake of the Ruth Stodghill Girard Endowed Professorship in Music at the 
U of LA. Ruth is buried in Lafayette Protestant Cemetery, Lafayette, Lafayette Parish LA. F: 
29325984.  

• Marvin Douglas Stodghill, 13 Oct 1899 Earlington, Hopkins KY – 24 Jul 1993 Shreveport, 
Caddo Parish LA. Husband of Lottie Lee (“Dixie”) Armstrong (1903-1992, F: 40770791). 
Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Rayville, Richland Parish LA. F: 40770787  

 
Notes:  
There are thousands of articles found by searching “Hugh Stodghill” in Louisiaana on 
Newspapers.com. Only a few are copied above. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Shreveport [LA] Times" 15 Mar 1918 p 9 - lengthy letter to parents 11 Feb 1918 from 
England about Tuscania, loss of friend Tommie Ward, around midnight off coast of Islay 
but rowed to stay off, patrol boat landed in Ireland 8:30 a.m. 6 Feb, stayed with Mr. & Mrs. 
W.W. Williams, he keeps reading the letters still in his pockets from earlier & pretends he 
just got them 
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"Richland Beacon-News" 21 Jun 1919 p 4 - Hugh home, discharged last Sat. (14 Jun) - sad 
story of companion Tommie Cook well-known, paper published letter from Hugh but now 
can hear story in person 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Richland Beacon-News" (Rayville LA) 12 Jul 1924 p 5 - Miss Ruth Stodghill of Rayville, on 
faculty of Southwestern Institute at Lafayette, is touring Europe, including Scotland. She 
could not resist going to Larne, Ireland, to visit the "splendid" Williams family who cared for 
her brother Hugh. She has corresponded with them in the past. She became emotional 
when she saw the Irish coast.  
 
“Richland Beacon-News" (Rayville LA) 1 Feb 1978 p 5 - Hugh is member of unique Last 
Man's Club of NTSA, 60th anniversary, Tommie Cook died, survivors now in their 80s, ship 
still lies where it sank 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 439-01-8314 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Earlington, Hopkins KY – Sebree Ave. – conducted 7 Jun 1900 
Edward Stodghill, 39 KY, Jul 1860, father b. KY, mother b. VA, married 16 years, carpenter 
Annie E., 36 KY, Oct 1863, parents b. KY, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Jessie E., 8 KY, Nov 1891, in school [son] 
Hugh J., 6 KY, Mar 1894 [son] 
Ruth E., 3 KY, Apr 1897 [daughter] 
Marvin D., 7 months KY, Oct 1899 [son] 
 
1910 Rayville, Richmond Parish LA 
Edward E. Stodghill, 49 KY, father b. KY, mother b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, 
contractor builder, houses 
Annie E., 46 KY, parents b. KY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Jessie E., 18 KY, foreman, lumber business 
Hugh J., 16 KY, printer, printing office 
Ruth E., 13 KY 
Marvin D., 10 KY 
 
1920 Monroe, Ouachita Parish LA – 817 Jackson St. – line 20 
Hugh J. Stodghill, 25 KY, parents b. KY, single, inspector, timber, boarder with: 
Bryan & josie Eusel, their 3 servants & 6 other boarders. 
 
1930 Rayville, Richland Parish LA 
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Hugh J. Stodghill, 36 KY, parents b. KY, age 26 at 1st marriage, manager, filling station, WWI 
veteran 
Myrtle, 36 MS, parents b. MS, age 26 at 1st marriage 
& 3 female boarders 
 
1940 Rayville, Richland Parish LA – living with father-in-law 
J.C. Salmon, 68 MS, widower, clerk, district court, same house in 1935 
Hugh J. Stodghill, 45 KY, inspector WPA safety, same place in 1935 [son-in-law] 
Myrtle Stodghill, 46 MS, same place in 1935 [daughter] 
 
1950 Rayville, Richland Parish LA 
Hugh J. Stodghill, 56 KY, secretary-treasurer, retail building materials 
Myrtle S., 56 MS, second grade teacher, grammar school 
 
 


