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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

*Brother of Tuscania survivor Henry Clark Stinson 
Stinson, John Nelson 

1890 NE – 1968 TX 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7P1-WNMM 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7P1-WNMM
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1147528:2272 



3 
 

 

 
“Parsons (KS) Daily Republican” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 



4 
 

 

 
Stinson brothers - “Topeka (KS) Daily Capital” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 -  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/64934588/?terms=okeson%20tuscania&match=1 
 

 
“Topeka (KS) Daily Capital” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/64934588/?terms=okeson%20tuscania&match=1
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“Wichita (KS) Eagle” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 3 

 
Children: 
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TX death record of son Charlie E. Stinson (1913-1952) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/22318889:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc
=hFB60110&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22318889:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22318889:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22318889:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60110&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/729508:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=h
FB60111&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/729508:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60111&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/729508:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60111&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/729508:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0afd40a6f4be7c5883392779bc9245a&_phsrc=hFB60111&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary (unsourced) on his mother Georgeanna Kelly Strode Stinson Allen’s Find A Grave 

62821217 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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AR birth record of brother Charles Fay Stinson (1879-1954) lists mother as Annie Rhoads, b. IL - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00437-
01838?pId=727904 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00437-01838?pId=727904
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00437-01838?pId=727904
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Marriage of Charles Fay Stinson & Ethel Sherrell 2 Oct 1904 Sevier Co. AR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/844419:2548?tid=31577272&pid=202232350459&queryId=1bdb9e3650c930dc2ac4

131b13f3ffc0&_phsrc=hFB60095&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1315440:60927?tid=31577272&pid=202232350459&queryId=7d61941ea9a17aa2c8
053817bfda2380&_phsrc=hFB60098&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/844419:2548?tid=31577272&pid=202232350459&queryId=1bdb9e3650c930dc2ac4131b13f3ffc0&_phsrc=hFB60095&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/844419:2548?tid=31577272&pid=202232350459&queryId=1bdb9e3650c930dc2ac4131b13f3ffc0&_phsrc=hFB60095&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/844419:2548?tid=31577272&pid=202232350459&queryId=1bdb9e3650c930dc2ac4131b13f3ffc0&_phsrc=hFB60095&_phstart=successSource
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AR death record of Charles Fay Stinson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00223-
02219?pId=679618 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00223-02219?pId=679618
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00223-02219?pId=679618
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2nd marriage of brother William Arthur Stinson (1887-1957) - to Grace D. Boyer Holmes, 30 Jun 1928 

in IA - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/41697_329239-
02533?pId=25648 
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IN death record of William Arthur Stinson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351197-
01501?pId=4356695 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351197-01501?pId=4356695
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351197-01501?pId=4356695
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Marriage license of sister Minnie Myrtle Stinson (1891-1970) to Ulysses Grant Houston – “Colby 

(KS) Free Press” Thursday 22 Mar 1917 p 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
              
Name:  John Nelson Stinson 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,749 
Entered service from: Smith Center, Smith KS  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John N. Stinson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Annie Stinson, Smith Center TX 
Returned from war on: John N. Stinson 
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Sailed on return ship as: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Maddie Stinson, Soper OK (sgt, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Stinson - b. 5 Nov 1890 Lincoln NE; res: Route 5, 
De Queen AR. Married. Employed in saw milling for Nellie Williamson near Eagleton OK. Has wife & 
2 children. Claimed exemption from draft: “support of wife” – tall in height with medium build 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Nelson Stinson - b. 5 Nov 1890 Lincoln NE; res: 
Hardin, Liberty TX. NOK Mrs. J.N. Stinson, Hardin TX. Self-employed at Timber, Hardin, Liberty TX. 
Height 5’10” – 173 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Sep 1917  
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Idabel OK 
Rank/unit:  Svt [sic], 18th Co., 20th Engrs - cpl & sgt Co D, 10 S N, 20th Engrs - Cas Det Demob Grp  
   
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Nov 1890 Lincoln, Lancaster NE  
Died: 29 Mar 1968 Liberty, Liberty TX   
Find A Grave record:  33291220 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Hardin, Liberty TX 
Cemetery:  Hardin Chapel  
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Sgt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  William Robert Stinson, 26 Jun 1857 Joplin, Jasper MO [also found as Maron, Harrison MO] 
-15 Jul 1912 Horatio, Sevier AR. Son of Andrew Jackson Stinson & Roxa Ann Bunt. Burial location 
unknown.  
Find A Grave:  63701980 
 
Mother: Georgeanna Kelly Strode Stinson Allen 31 Jul 1861 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 15 
Mar 1951 Smith Center, Smith KS. Daughter of John Nelson Strode (1835-1869, F: 
62859186) & Susan Ann Stoops (1829-1911, F: 62839911).  
William Stinson & Georgeanna had 11 children.  
She married Amos Allen (29 Apr 1856 MO – 15 Oct 1934, F: 65155254) on 28 Sep 1918 in 
Smith Center, Smith KS. He was the son of Thomas Jefferson Allen & Julia Cole & is buried 
in Riverton Cemetery, Riverton, Franklin NE. 
Georgeanna is buried in Fairview Cemetery, Smith Center, Smith KS.  
Find A Grave:  62821217 
Parents’ marriage:  25 Dec 1878 Smith Center, Smith KS 
 
Spouse: Mattie Cox Stinson, 20 Jun 1889 Darwin, Atoka OK – 16 Jan 1921 Riverton, Franklin 
NE. Daughter of John R. & Pammie Cox. Buried in Riverton Cemetery, Riverton, Franklin NE.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  64296406 
Marriage: 23 Dec 1909 Sevier Co. AR 
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Spouse: Vera M. Measles Stinson, 3 Feb 1899 OK – 10 Jan 1988 Polk City TX. Daughter of 
Oliver Measles & Nancy Jane Chambless. Buried in Hardin Chapel Cemetery, Hardin, 
Liberty TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 33291231 
Marriage: 22 Jan 1922 Horatio, Sevier AR 
 
Children: by wife Mattie Cox. 

• Fannie Bell Stinson Underwood, 18 Feb 1911 AR – 22 Mar 2003 Liberty City, Liberty TX. 
Married in 1928 to Oscar Ade Underwood (1905-1994, F: 33291364). Buried in Hardin 
Chapel Cemetery, Hardin, Liberty TX. F: 33291371 

• Charlie E. Stinson, 5 Oct 1913 OK – 10 Feb 1952 Houston, Harris TX. He died the day of his 
uncle Henry Stinson’s funeral. Died of lung cancer. Married to Dorothy Lee. Buried in Hardin 
Chapel Cemetery, Hardin, Liberty TX. F: 33291204 

• Additional child Stinson. Listed on mother Mattie Cox’s Find A Grave 64296406 as 
predeceasing her.  

 
Siblings:  

• Charles Fay Stinson, 10 Nov 1879 Lockesburg, Sevier AR [erroneously listed as Smith 
Center, Smith KS] – 21 Oct 1954 Texarkana, Miller AR. Married Ethel Sherrell, both residents 
of Horatio, Sevier AR on 2 Oct 1904 in Sevier Co. AR, having obtained a marriage license on 
27 Sep 1904. They apparently divorced in Denver CO on 7 Dec 1925. Married Gladys 
Cynthia Smith (1902-1969) on 25 Jul 1922 in Boone Co. AR. Charles is not on Find A Grave 
as of 15 Feb 2023. 

• Dora Bell Stinson, 16 Mar 1881 NE – 24 Feb 1885 NE. Not on Find A Grave as of 15 Feb 2023. 
• Mary Arena Stinson, 30 Jul 1884 NE – 27 Oct 1885 NE. Not on Find A Grave as of 15 Feb 

2023. 
• Laura Mae Stinson Pennington Frizzell Jones, 19 Mar 1885 Jackson, Dakota NE – 25 Jan 

1946 Kansas City, Jackson MO. - Married 1 Mar 1901 to William Paul Pennington (1853-
1912, F: 194703418). – Married on 17 Jun 1914 in De Queen, Sevier AR to Harley Ellmar 
Frizzell (1882-1918). - Married in 1925 to John David Jones (1887-1959, F: 40837676). Buried 
in Floral Hills Cemetery, Kansas City, Jackson MO. F: 63701784 

• William Arthur Stinson, 30 Jun 1887 Smith Center, Smith KS – 8 Oct 1957 Michigan City, La 
Porte IN. – Married Lida Marie Durenze (1889-1962, F: 206991800) before 1905. Their 
daughter Evaline Flossie Stinson was born ca. 1905. Lida married William R. Needs (1895-
1954) in 1919. - Married 1909 in IN to Lydia Mary Covey (b. 1889). – Married 30 Jun 1928 in 
Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie IA to Grace D. Boyer Holmes, daughter of Chester W. Boyer 
& Mary Rodrah/Rodah (spelling?). Divorced Grace in Oklahoma Co. OK on 11 Jan 1940. – 
Married to Helen I. Wildermuth (1903-1997, F: 64573801) who had previously been married 
to Aubrey Thomas Wilson (1900-1944) in 1923. -  Buried in Ridgelawn Cemetery, Gary, Lake 
IN. F; 64573748  

• Minnie Myrtle Stinson Houston, 15 Jan 1891 Falls City, Richardson NE – 29 Jul 1970 Topeka, 
Shawnee KS. Not listed with family in 1900 census. Married 14 Mar 1917 in Colby, Thomas 
KS to Ulysses Grant Houston (1893-1973, F: 30297425). Buried in Ridgeway Cemetery, 
Osage Co. KS. F: 30297454 
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• Andrew Jackson Stinson, 15 Sep 1892 Horatio, Sevier AR – 17 Jun 1942 OK. Married 7 Jul 
1914 in Sevier Co. AR to Margaret Blanche Stone (1897-1968, F: 39002170). Margaret 
married 5 Mar 1955 in Stanislaus Co. CA to Mendell L. Erwin (1893-1961) & then married in 
Carson City NV on 16 Apr 1964 to Mark A. Vanderpool. She is buried with the surname 
Vanderpool. – Andrew is buried in County Line Cemetery, Pushmataha Co. OK. F: 28906719 

• Henry Clark Stinson, 21 Nov 1895 Omaha, Douglas NE – 8 Feb 1952 Liberty, Liberty TX. 
Fellow passenger/survivor aboard the troopship “Tuscania.” See his full biography above. 
F: 12300361 

• Thomas F. Stinson, Jan 1897 NE – 9 Jul 1906 OK. 
• Ruth Dorothy/Dollie Stinson Dean O’Neill, May 1899 [also found as 6 Mar 1899] Kansas 

City, Wyandotte KS – 1959 Smith Center, Smith KS. – Married 1919 to Franklin Z. Dean 
(1874-1933, F: 230356980). – Married to John Francis O’Neill (1878-1952, F: 64082106). 
Buried as Ruth O’Neill in Fairview Cemetery, Smith Center, Smith KS. F: 64081514 

• Samuel Paul Stinson, 16 Jan 1905 NE [also found as Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK] – 9 
Mar 1970 Enid, Garfield OK. Married 9 Jul 1928 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK to Billie 
Audrey Shipman (1905-1974, F: 77373552), the daughter of James David Shipman (1882-
1963, F: 82403152) & Carrie Ella Sain (1881-1963, F: 82403213). Buried in Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 64303078 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Topeka (KS) Daily Capital" 15 Feb 1918 p 3 - the 1st Mrs. Anna Stinson, widow & mother of 11, 
knew that her son John R. [sic] was on the ship was when she got a telegram saying he was safe 3 
days after the sinking, the next day she got a telegram her son Henry was safe 
 
"Wichita (KS) Daily Eagle" 25 Feb 1918 p 3 - among 63 survivors in Irish hospitals is John N. Stinson, 
Smith Center KS, hospitalized in Larne 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 449-28-8880 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Ripley, Payne OK 
Wm. Stinson, 42 MO, Jun 1857, father b. IN, mother b. KY, married 21 years, laborer 
Annie, 38 IL, Jul 1861, parents b. KY, gave birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
Charles T., 20 KS, Nov 1879, laborer 
Laura M., 15 NE, Mar 1885 
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John N., 10 NE, Nov 1889, school 
Andrew J., 7 NE, Sep 1892, school 
Harry C., 5 NE, Nov 1894 
Thomas F., 3 NE, Jan 1897 
Dollie, 1 KS, May 1899 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Eagle, McCurtain OK 
John Stinson, 29 NE, father b. MO, mother b. IL, laborer, saw mill 
Mattie, 29 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR [wife] 
Fannie, 8 AR [daughter] 
Charlie, 6 AR [son] 
Henry, 25 NE, father b. MO, mother b. IL, single, laborer, saw mill [brother] 
 
1930 Precinct 8, Liberty Co. TX 
John N. Stinson, 39 NE, father b. US, mother b. NE, age 31 at 1st marriage, truck driver, 
lumber mill, WWI veteran 
Vera, 32 OK, father b. AR, mother b. OK, age 23 at 1st marriage 
[next entry on page is that of his brother Henry Clark Stinson & wife Vera] 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 Liberty Co. TX – East Side Highway 146 
John Nelson, 59 NE, sawmiller, saw mill 
Vera May, 52 OK 
 


