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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
TUSCANIA 

 
Stevens, John Edward 

1889 MI – 1952 MI 
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"Detroit Free Press" 11 Feb 1918 p 3 - photo 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/118576347/ 
 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/118576347/
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W747-V9PZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W747-V9PZ
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On the 3rd line from the bottom – “Detroit Free Press” Thursday 21 Jun 1917 p 10 
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[list continues] 

“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 

 
Marriage of John Edward Stevens & Viola Bohnett – 28 Apr 1923 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – 

courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 

Daughter: 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=4027167&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2442 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=4027167&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2442
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=4027167&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2442
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20438509:60901 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Peter G. Stevens, published in the “Chicago Tribune” 7 Sep 1935 p 14 – 
Find A Grave 25876292 

        
Siblings: 

 

 

 
Marriage of sister Fidelia Louisa Stevens (1867-1929) to Edgar L. Gates 24 Jul 1889 - 

search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=3489850&tid=76635103&pid=36351123319&queryId=3
f37e62f7bba19eb1f7da5dc747e5979&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB59495&_phstart=succes

sSource  
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MI death record of Fidelia Louisa Stevens Gates - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355414-
02459?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2750083  

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355414-02459?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2750083
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355414-02459?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2750083
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MI marriage record of Inez R. Stevens & David Little on 1 Sep 1890 in Jackson Co. MI - 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=893375&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525  

 
 

 

 
MI marriage record of brother Nicholas C. Stevens (1870-1934) -

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1016993:61374?tid=67995095&pid=40178688412&queryId=ebd7ff0f7ffcd12

c56101f6685f1ffea&_phsrc=hFB59501&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=893375&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=9093&h=893375&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1016993:61374?tid=67995095&pid=40178688412&queryId=ebd7ff0f7ffcd12c56101f6685f1ffea&_phsrc=hFB59501&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1016993:61374?tid=67995095&pid=40178688412&queryId=ebd7ff0f7ffcd12c56101f6685f1ffea&_phsrc=hFB59501&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1016993:61374?tid=67995095&pid=40178688412&queryId=ebd7ff0f7ffcd12c56101f6685f1ffea&_phsrc=hFB59501&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Nicholas Stevens & Elizabeth Bennetts - “Marshall (MI) Statesman” Friday 20 

Oct 1893 p 8 
 

 
Obituary of Nicholas C. Stevens – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Sunday 28 Jan 1934 p 4 
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MO death record of Nicholas C. Stevens - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/740632:60382?tid=67995095&pid=40178688412&queryId=d67f3aa47ef7e29
79601c5c10a2b4ee8&_phsrc=hFB59505&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

Name:  John Edward Stevens 
Name variations:  might middle name be Edwards?  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Sanitary #2 - sergeant 
Serial number:  18,226 
Entered service from:  Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John E. Stevens 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Peter Stevens, 1002 Trimble Ave., Kalamazoo MI 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: as John E. Stevens [Fold3 indexed as Joes S. Stevens but it is the 
correct John E. on original form] 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Peter Stevens, 1002 Trimble Ave., Kalamazoo MI 
(sgt, "Casual Enlisted Men") 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Edward Stevens - b. 1 Dec 1889 Grand 
Rapids MI; res: Texas, Kalamazoo MI. Mailing address: #8, Kalamazoo MI. NOK Mrs. G.E. 
Ranney, 1509 Egelston, Kalamazoo MI [his sister Nellie Stevens Ranney]. Employed by 
Garrett Johnson, Kalamazoo Artcraft Mfg. Co., Kalamazoo MI. “scar over left eye” – Height: 
5’7” – 119 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Jun 1917 and/or 28 May 1917 
Discharged:  14 Jun 1919 
Address:  800 Simpson St., Kalamazoo MI 
Rank/unit:    sergeant 1st class, Demob Group, Medical Department 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Dec 1889 Grand Rapids, Kent MI (Find A Grave text: John Edwards) (MI Births: 1 
Dec 1888)  
Died: 30 May 1952 Saginaw Twp, Saginaw MI   
Find A Grave record: 25876277 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI 
Cemetery:  Riverside 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Michigan SFC Base SFC 3 SOS WWI  
 
Father:  Peter G. Stevens, 25 Jul 1845 Concord, Jackson MI – 5 Sep 1935 Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo MI. Son of Chancey L. Stevens & Mary Marpais. Civil War veteran. Member of 
the well-known 1st Michigan sharpshooters. Carpenter. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI.  
Find A Grave:  25876292 
 
Mother: Esther L. (“Ettie”) Doxtater Stevens, 23 Nov 1847 MI – 10 Sep 1895 Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo MI. Daughter of Nicholas Doxtater & Roxa Ann Babcock. Her surname is also 
found spelled Doxstater & Dockstader & Doxsteter. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. 
Find A Grave:  25876265 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Stepmother: Emma Adelaide Strickland Walker Stevens, 25 Jun 1857 MN – 5 Jun 1942 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. Daughter of James Strickland & Laura Sophia Blake. 
Married John J. Walker (1852-1893, F: 25881628) on 19 Nov 1874 Richland, Kalamazoo MI. 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave:25876262 
Stepmother’s marriage; 4 Oct 1899 Kalamazoo Co. MI.   
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Spouse: Viola Bohnett Stevens, 28 Dec 1899 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – 14 Nov 1961 
Allegan, Allegan MI. MI birth index lists birth on 28 Dec 1898; also the date in the 1900 
census. Daughter of John Bohnett & Minnie Ganzal. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  25876298 
Marriage: 28 Apr 1923 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI 
 
Children: 

• Jacqueline Jean Stevens Caron Fuller, 7 Mar 1925 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – 13 Oct 2000. 
SSN 379-20-8191. – Married Kenneth August Caron (11 Dec 1919 Chicago, Cook IL – 30 Nov 
1991 Sarasota FL, F: 175150793), the son of August J. Caron & Helen Slapke (or Smith) on 
22 Jun 1946 in Kalamazoo Co. MI. In the 1950 census, Kenneth & Jacqueline lived in 
Chicago, Cook IL with their daughter Pamela, b. Jan 1950. – Married Charles Raymond 
Fuller (1929-1998, F: 102856441), the son of Jesse Lyman Fuller & Lenora Alma Clark. The 
date of their marriage is inscribed on their tombstone, but it is obscured by plants. It 
occurred on the 1st of some month, in 19--. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Allegan, Allegan 
MI. F: 193489350 

 
Siblings: His mother gave birth to 6 children. 

• Fidelia Louisa Stevens Gates, 21 Apr 1867 Marshall, Calhoun MI – 11 Feb 1919 Algoma, 
Kent MI. Married on 24 Jul 1889 in Grand Rapids, Kent MI to Edgar Laverne Gates (1864-
1946, F: 30939510). Their son, also named Edgar L. Gates, was b. 21 Jan 1892 & d. Dec 
1963. Their daughter Jennie was born in 1896. Died of mitral stenosis. Buried in Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs, Kent MI. F: 30939521 

• Inez R. Stevens Little, 9 Feb 1869 Mendon, St. Joseph MI – 14 Nov 1940 Plainwell, Allegan 
MI. Married 1 Sep 1890 in Jackson Co. MI to David Little (1869 Canada – 1935 MI, F: 
25860783). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. F: 25860791 

• Nicholas C. Stevens, 4 Oct 1870 OH – 27 Jan 1934 Kansas City, Jackson MO. Married 15 Oct 
1893 in Calhoun Co. MI to “Libbie D. Bennett.” She was Elizabeth Douglas Bennetts, 8 Jan 
1871 Jackson, Jackson MI – 31 Jan 1952 Kansas City, Jackson MO, F: 152137350, the 
daughter of John Cobb & Emaline Cobb. They are buried in Green Lawn Cemetery, Kansas 
City, Jackson MO. F: 152137213 

• Frederick (Fred) Stevens, 16 Nov 1880 Jackson Co. MI – 3 Jul 1940 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
MI. Husband of Carrie Payne (1881-1948, F: 25876250). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. F: 25876267 

 
Stepsiblings: children of his father’s 2nd wife, Emma Strickland, by her 1st husband, John J. Walker 

• James Robert Walker, 18 Dec 1877 Prairieville, Barry MI – 6 Jan 1946 Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo MI. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. F: 25881622 

• Barbara Laura Walker Van Boven Delmont Rynbrand, 26 Oct 1879 Richland, Kalamazoo MI 
– 2 Dec 1966 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. – Married 26 Aug 1895 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
WI to James Van Boven (1875-1944, F: 17848641). They divorced. – Barbara married 
Sherman Grant Delmont (1873-1948) on 29 Mar 1913 in Kalamazoo Co. MI. - This was a 
short marriage, as Barbara married 28 Aug 1914 in Kalamazoo Co. MI to Edward J. Rynbrand 
(1879-1928, F: 25871614).  – Buried as Barbara Rynbrand in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. F: 25871608 
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• Nellie Ethel Walker Ranney, 9 Sep 1883 Cressy Corners, Prairieville township, Barry Co. MI – 
4 Jan 1960 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. Wife of Glenn Earl Ranney (1880-1943, F: 25869524) 
whom she married 22 Jun 1901 in Kalamazoo Co. MI. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI. F: 25869537 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 366-10-4333 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Grand Rapids, Kent MI  
Peter Stevens, 33 MI, parents b. NY, carpenter & farmer 
Esther L., 31 MI, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, keeping house 
Fidelia L., 13 MI 
Inez, 11 MI 
Nicholas C., 9 MI 
 
1900 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – Trimble Ave. 
Peter Stevens, 54 MI, Jul 1846 (?), parents b. NY, years married blurry, carpenter 
Emma A. Stevens, 42 MN, Jun 1857, parents b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
[wife] 
Frederick Stevens, 18 MI, Nov 1881, father b. NY, mother b. Canada (English), day laborer 
[son] 
Nellie E. Walker, 16 MI, Sep 1883, father b. Scotland, mother b. MN, helper [stepdaughter] 
Edward Stevens, 11 MI, Dec 1888, father b. NY, mother b. Canada (English), store clerk 
[son] 
James R. Walker, 22 MI, Dec 1877, father b. Scotland, mother b. MN, laborer (day) 
[stepson] 
 
1910 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI 
Peter Stevens, 64 MI, parents b. NY, in 2nd marriage, married 10 years, carpenter, house 
Emma A., 52 MN, parents b. NY, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living [wife] 
James R. Walker, 32 MI, father b. Scotland, mother b. MN, laborer, brick & mortar [stepson] 
John E. Stevens, 21 MI, father b. MI, mother b. Canada (English), bricklayer, masonry [son] 
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1920 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – Trimble Ave. 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/40185724:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=bd4eac8c913125fccd5039629065c1c9
&_phsrc=hFB59535&_phstart=successSource 
Peter Stevens, 74 MI, father b. Scotland, mother b. NY, carpenter, general 
Emma Stevens, 62 MN, parents b. NY [wife] 
Robert Walker, 42 MI, parents b. MN, single, teamster, general [son] 
Edward Stevens, 36 MI, father b. MI, mother b. MN, single, traveling salesman, rubber 
company [son] 
 
1930 Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI – 836 W. North St. 
John E. Stevens, 40 MI, parents b. MI, age 33 at 1st marriage, brick mason, contractor, WWI 
veteran 
Viola, 31 MI, father b. Germany, mother b. MN, age 29 at 1st marriage 
Jacqueline J., 5 MI 
 
1940 Texas township, Kalamazoo Co. MI – in 1935 in Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo MI 
John Stevens, 50 MI, salesman, lumber company 
Viola, 40 MI 
Jacqueline, 15 MI 
 
1950 Texas township, Kalamazoo Co. MI – 294 Eagle Lake Dr. 
John E. Stevens, 60 MI, used car salesman, auto dealers 
Viola, 50 MI 
 


