DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Stephenson, George Ray
1892 WI -1967 WI



y Stephe
dies at Wood hospital

gm&;rdotfheul‘!lty&wal; Madison, Wis. He is suryived
on Post wa . glso by five grandchildren and
later was manager of the Red two brothers, Guy Stephenson,
Arrow Club of Milwaukee, re-
tiring from active duties in Kenosha and Homer Stephenson,
1957. Culver City, Calif.

He was a member of the Bay (Contloued on Page Seven)

The continuations on pa:ge 7 are for other pieople’s obituaries - “Kenosha (WI) News”
Saturday 25 Nov 1967 p 6
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A DARLINGTON BOY ON THFE TUSCANIA®

You wanted me to tell you more about the Tuaconia. Well, I
think from the papers I have scen, you could imagine just how it
happened, ete. It happened February 6, 1918. We were due to land
in Liverpool the following morning. About 5:80 that evening I
was sitting lalking to the members of my Company, on the lower
deck (I, myself, had a statercom up on the upper deck). I was
waiting for the supper bell to ring, when all of a sudden, the sub, or
“tin fish" as we now call them, hit us. It was a queer, deadening
noise, and put the lights out immediately and water was shooting
all over from bursted pipes caused by the explosion, We had been
talking about the danger that we were in just hefore she was struck,

FThis lctter, written in France, Juns 3, 1818, by Hay Stephenson {5 reprinted
from the Darlington Demaoerat of Fuly 11. oS

. L
186 Badgers in e —

a8 the men on the boat said it was the most dangerous part of the
water, and was filled with mines, submarines, ete, As spon as we came
to our senses, there was a mad rush for the steps leading to the
upper deck. It was piteh dark outside and no lights were allowed on
deck after dark at any time. Well, in getting out of the place I
wis at, there were big iron posts and steel bars; it reminded me
of a joail. I moenaged to ernck my head against one of the posts,
and, together with that and the exeitement, I was about all in. I
earried the cul and bump, as a reminder, for a couple of weeks; but
I found eut there was no need of anything to remind me, for I could
dream constantly, night after night, and imagine T was still on the
water.

I got up two fights of stairs and made for my statercom, as I
did net have my life preserver with me, due to carelessness, as we were
cantioned never to appear at mess without one. There was no order
enforced though, and naturally the fellows got emreless and would
go around without them, vnless at boat drill, where it was com-
pulsory.

I got to my room, by luck, after feeling my way. T got down
on my hands and knees and confiseated my pack and found a flash-
light, then put on my life belt, and away I went to the outer deck.
We were all assigned to certain places on the different decks. I
had a bard time to make my way through, as the fellows were all
trying to get away in the lifehoats as they were lowered. I was
one of the unlucky ones, for when we got to our deck all to be
found that looked like it might have been a lifeboat wos n lot of
splintered timbers. Woe waited and waited and saw lifeboats, ome
after another, heing lowered and paddled away. Several amashed
boats were thrown from the top deck, striking and upsetting loaded
boats ready to pull away. The boys were thrown inte the water and
were flonting around perfectly helpless, and their cries were of no
use for we could do nothing.
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After every lifehoat was off, things began to look pretty blue, and
were getting worse every minute. There was not even as much as
a board left for us to float on, and the only thing we could see to
do was to wait and hope. Every once in a while faint lights were
seen in the distanece, and we did not know whether it wos help coming

A Darlington f!c-y on the Thiscania E:y

to us or a light in some lifehoat, as the night, as I have said before,
was ag black as I ever saw it. Finally it started to rain, and then
the thoughts of our being in the cold, salty water made us stop and
use some headwork, and do it quickly, for the Twscania had already
tipped comsiderable and was sinking fast.

All of & sudden & crash was heard on the opposite side of the
boat, and, after going over, we found it to be a torpedo boat
destroyer. Men were going down the ropes like rats jumping into
a river. Several fell and others were crushed between the destroyer
end the Twscania, from the dashing of the waves. About half an
hour after the first ome left—it was then 9:80—a second destroyer
pulled up, and it was then I made my get-away. I landed on the
destroyer mm good shape and went to find a place to ride for the
remainder of our trip. I had on only a suit of underwear, shoes,
shirt, and trousers when I got off, and it was & cold night, too,

Well, as we pulled out, another submarine fired at us and missed,
and we were told it was sunk by depth bombs from the destroyer.
‘These destroyera could have come to our rescue sooner had they not
been loaded ; but they had to go to the nearest shore and leave their
erew, and thousands of gallans of oil, which they burn, were domped
out. In the first place they were not supposed to take us onj that
is the rule of the sea; but they took the chance; otherwise we would
have all been drowned, that is, those who had no lifeboats.

We got to Bemerency, Ireland, about 2:80 in the morning, and
they had a lunch for us and then we went to bed. It was about four
weeks before our Company were nll together again, cutside of three
mep—Ltwo of those were drowned and the other was MeCauley, who
used to drive jitney with Guy. TTe had pneumonin when we were
torpedoed and he got away in his underwear only, snd was in &
hospital at Larne, Ireland, until about six weeks ago. Tis voice
has never been the same sinee. We had the best of treatment in
Treland and England. We erossed from Dubling Ireland, to Holly-
head, England, in & fast mail and passenger boat, escorted by twa
American destroyers.

“Wisconsin Magazine of History” volume 2, number 2, Dec 1918, pages 183-187, as published in
the “Darlington (WI) Democrat” of 11 Jul 1918 - https://www.|stor.org/stable/46301447seq=5
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Somewhere in France, June 3, 1918.
Dear Uncle and Aunt:—- .

This is a geod time of the day for
me to answer your letter of May bth,
which I received last night. 1 was
awfully glad to hear from you. This

has been a very warm day, in fact we
have had a month of genuine summer

weather like we get back home. We

'still on the water.
flights of stairs and made for my

there was no need of anything to re-
mind me for I could dream constantly
night after night and imagine I was
Well, I got up two

room as 1 did not have my life pre-

server with me, due to carlessness, as
‘we were cautioned never to appear at

mess without one. Their was no or-

need rain badly. Yes, I have certainly | der enforced though and naturally the

had plenty of experience und seen a fellows got careless and would go
lot of Europe since 1 cameé to this around without any unless at 'boat

country.
Wale

Frangk, Germany, Switzerland and on
the border of Spain. 1 expect to go to
Italy in the near future. Bost of our
trips have been through the largest
cities such as London, Winchester,

1 have already been to drili where it was compulsory. Well,
. Ireland, Scotlend, England, I got to my room by luck after feel-

ing my way. I got down on my hands
and knees and confiscated my pack
and found a flash light and then
my life belt and away I went to
outer deck. We were all assigned to

Paris, ete. You wanted me to tell you | certain places on the different decks,
more about the Tuscanin. Well, I and I had a hard time to make my
think from the papers I have seen you way through as the fellows were fight-

could get a good idea just how it hap-
'boats as they were lowered. We

pened, ete. It happened Febraury 5,

1918. We were due to land in Liver-

pool the following afternoon. But
the night before at 5:50, I was sitting

| -‘f.hat looked like

ing, trying to get away in the life

‘were the unfortunate ones, as when
we got tolour deck, all to be found
_it n}ight be a life




talking to the members of my com-
pany on the lower deck. I myself
had a state-room up on the upper
deck. I was waiting for ‘he supper
bell to ring when all of a sudden the
sub, or “tin fish” as we now call them, |
hit us. It was a queer,
noise and it put the lights out immedi-
ately and water was shootiag all over
from bursted water pipes, caused by
the explesion. We had been talking
about the danger that we were in just
before she was sunk as the men on the
boat said it was the most dangerous
-putofthewaterandmﬁlledvnth

out of the place I was

deadening =

‘boat. was a lot of splintered timber.

Well, we waited and waited and saw
life boats one after another bemg low-
‘ered and paddled away Several
smashed boats were thrown from the
top deck, striking loaded boats ready
to pull away and these beats were up-
set and were floating around inthe
water perfectly helpless and we could
do nothing. After every life boat was
off then things began to look pretty
blue and getting worse every min-
ute. There was not evea as much a®
a board left for us to float on. The
only thing we could see to do was to
wnl. and hope. Every once in awhile

help coming.to us or a light
life boat as the night, as I
fore, was as black as | ever
Finally it started to rain and
thouchhofcnrbail‘mthd
water made us stop and
head work and do it fast_
cania had already tipped
and was sinking fast. Allof a
Icuhummtheqpﬁo

4_
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of the boat we were on and after going
over we found it to be a torpedo de-
stroyer. Men were going down the
ropes like rats jumping into a river.
Several fell &nd others were crushed

between the destfoyer and Tuscania
from the waves dashing. Well, about
half an hour af‘ter the first one left,
it was then 9:30, a second ,de—ﬂ
stroyer pul'lg; up and it was then |
made my vway. I landed on the
destroyer in good shape and went to
find a place to ride the remainder of
our trip. - I did not have but a. suit
of underwear, shoes, shirt and trou-
sers on when I ot off. It was a cold
night too. Well, as we pulled out an-
other submarine ‘aimed at us and
missed and we were told it was sunk
by the depth hombs from the de-
stroyer. These destroyers could have
come to our help sooner had they not
been loaded but they had to go to the
nearest shore and leave their crew and
thousands o !lons of oil which they

—

burned was ped out. In the first

B A ANl
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place they w‘e';.not supposed to take
us on for that is the rules of the sea,
but they took the chance, otherwise
we would have a1l been drowned, that
is, those that had no life boats. WNe
got to a port in Ireland about 2:30 in
the morning and they had a lunch ‘or
us and then we went to bed. It vas
about four weeks before our company

was all together again, outside of
three men. Two of these were drowred

| and the other was McCauley that used

fo drive the “jitmey” with Guy. He




Things are certainly high. It is

|

but 2, and they are Pearless, the same
weight. Well I don't know of any
more news at the present, | am feel-
ing fine. Getting fat as well as gray
and enjoying life the best I can, but
ready to go back. Have not the
slightest idea when that will be though.
Trusting this finds ycu all well and
that I will be with you soon, I remain
Your loving naphew,
RAYMOND.

Original in “Darlington (Wl Democrat” Thursday 11 Jul 1918 p 2 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/678859253/
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LETTER. FROM “OVER THERE”

Ray Stephemson, son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Stephenson of Darlington,
was one of the survivors of the Tus-
cania catastrophe. The following
letters from him' were received re-
cently:

“Dear Parents and Bros:—

Well, I am safe and sound across the
waters and feeling in great shape.
1 suppose you heard all about the
Tuscaria being torpedoed by a sub-
marine. Well, I vwas on that boat.
Yes we were the first American troops
to be torpedoed amil the Tuscania was
the last boat left of the Anchor Line.
I am not allowed t> say who is miss-
ing for the casualily list has not been
published and you do not know any
of the men anyway. There were our
6 companies of supply trains, engin-
cers, 9rd aero squadron and some
infantry. 1 can say that we had a
very narrow escape and the loss of
lives is not much over 100 if that.
There were about 3000 on the boat.
I will save the reit of the news till
I come home. | met & British sol-
dier from Toronte, Canada on the boat
coming to this camp and I gave him
your address as h¢ has been wounded
and is being sent home so I thought
possibly he could gret word to you be-
fore 1 could. He ecan tell you more
throughly about our being torpedoed.
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We sure came in Jike 'a lion. It
will be all of thre: months before we
are in service. We lost al our equip-
ment. I did not have a blouse, leg-

| gings or overcoat even when I was

picked up. I am thankful to be on
land once more. We have about half

‘of our company tnissing but I think
‘they were picked:up and will be here

today. We are sceing lots of country
having traveled all « over Ireland by
rad and a great deal of England up
to date. The English soldiers treated
us like brothers and gave us the
clothes off their ‘ packs. How are
you all? Say I wish you could send
me some camel cigarettes. - We just
crave for tobacco. It is very scarce
and no one has money. I lost $20. in
the accident. W have two month’s
pay coming. I think we will get some
money tomorrow. Have you received
nmy insurance paper yet or alotment
money ? I thought for a while you
were going to be $10,000 ahead, Ha,
Ha. Well we are all ul  we
came out alive and are happy now.
Don,t worry at all for there is plenty
of time to worry when the time comes.
I have had enough experience up %o
date to lecture every night at Darling-

|ton the rest .of my . life. Nowl you

write real often and I w111 A and
keep you posted Lhe best 1 cin. 1 un-
derstand the mail we receive from
home is not censored it is )us.t the
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soldiers’ mail going out. [ lost my
wristlets, hug-me-tight, anfi helmet.
All mother's time and trpuble for
pothing. Well we will not worry
about that. I will close for today as
we have dinner,at 2 P. M. and it is
about time now. Hope this ﬁndtL y\d,u
all well and happy and please do_not
worry for their is nothing to Worry
about now. Te'l every one to write
and do a good share yourself.”

I remain your loving son and bro,

RAY.

% k%

My dear parenis and bro:—
“Somewhere” in England and wait-
ing for equipment before going far-
ther. Am feeling great; we are hav-
‘ng regular spring weather. It rains
about every day. 1 am acting Mess
Sergeant temporarily for our batal-
lion. We are living on British ra-
tions at the present but will be in the
hands of the Americans in a few
weeks. We have finally got all but
three men out ¢f our company. These
three have never been heard of. The
loss is very simnall considéring. The
boat sunk fou: hours after she was
hit. We were a sad looking sight the
following morning with the equipment
we had left ov:our backs. How are
you all? I hope allright. Have lots
of news to tell you when * get home
about my expériences since we left
New York Jan. 24th. Am enclosing
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some clippings of the Tuscania, the
boat I was on. Sead some tobacco
if you will and a pipe or cigarettes.
The Red Cross of London sent over
carloads of (stuff for us. The Brit-
ish soldiers treat us great. This is
a rough countiy around here, awfully
hilly and beginning to show signs of
spring. Well dear ones I will close
and get to bed as I have to get up at
6 A. M. to get things ready for break-
fast. Write often. I have had no
mail from you since the last day I was
in Camp Mac Arthur. I know you
have written though. I know some of
the fellows said they were two months
hearing from their parents. 1 guess
our mail is sent direct to France.
Well good night and may God
bless you all. L
Your loving son and bro.,
'RAY.

* % =

Dear parents ‘and brothers:—

Am at the Y. M. C. A. so will start
a letter. This is the fourth one I
have written since I arrived across
the water. Well how are you all?
Am very aniious to hear from you
and know hovr you are. [ am fine and
dandy and anxious to get to France.

We have all but three men of our|

w0 A

-

<
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| secrambling there was to get out on

| have not h: d a pay day since Jan. 1st.

company tcgether again. We have
not heard a word from them yet. We
are afraid tiey were hurt or drowned.
One of thea has a brother in our
company :et. Have the names of
those who vere lost appeared in the
papers yet I never will forget the

deck after the Tuscania was torpe-
doed. I wwuld not go through it
again for a fortune. It was pitch
dark as the lighting system had been
demolished. We have not received
any of our 2quipment yet to speak of.
We lost p-actically everything both
personal a .l government issue. We

1 think w« will all be home soon.
Believe me | could do justice to one
of your goc d meals if 1 was there now.
We are liv ng on British rations here
and they fall far short of the Ameri-
can ration:, still we are not starving.
The Red Cross of London shipped us
carloads of things such as razors,
brushes, tooth powder, shaving soap,
tobacco, c garettes etc. Say I wish
you could send me some cigarettes or
tobacco. 'Thisgcamp we are now at
is a resting camp for all American
soldiers after first arriving before go- | yuu all fire as it is leaving me, and
ing further. Well dear ones I will' |4pa¢ 1 will hear from you real soon.
close for this evening. Trusting this' || remain yuur loving son and bro.,
will reach you in due time and ﬁnd' RAY
“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1-
“Darlington (WI) Democrat” https://www.newspapers.com/image/678856514/
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BADGER SOLDIERS WRITE
OF ADVENTURES IN WAR

Under the title, Badgers in the
Great Adventure, a series of war
letters by Wisconsin boys in mili-
tary, naval and aerial service is
published in the surrent number of
the quarterly Wisconsin Magazine
of History, published by the Wis-
consin State Historical society. |

A letter by Chester A. Purdy of
Marshfield recounting the death of
his brother on the western fronts,
Learning to Fly, by Lieutenant J.
H. Fowler of Lancaster, the adven-.
tures of Ray Stephenson of Darling-
ton on the torpedoed Tuscania, an
encounter with submarines describ-
ed by Lieutenant Sam Ferguson of
Oshkosh, a description of shell fire
by Lieutenant Colonel Glenn Gar-|
lock of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin
Boys at Belleau Wood by H. A.
Meyer of Sheboygan, and An Artist
in Battle by Kenneth Conant of Two
Rivers are among the letters pub-
lished.

“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 31 Jan1919p 7

- - ——— T ———————

—Ray Stephenson, son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Stephenson of Center, who
enlisted with a Kenosha company in
May, 1917 and has served more than
seventeen months overseas, arrived
home Saturday evening. He was one
of the twenty-four hundred soldiers
on the Tuscania that was torpedoed
and sunk off the coast of Ireland in
February, 1918, the only real misfor-
tune that happened among two million
men taking the voyage. Ray seems
not a particle the worse for his thrill-
ing experiences and long service in
the army. ° .

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 5Jun1919p 7
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—Ray Stepheason, son of Mr, and
| Mrs. John Stephenson left for Mil-

waukee Friday morning. At the time
[he entered the army serviece two
years ago he was attending a school
of embalmers in the city where he will
now complete his course. ,

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 25 .Sep 1919p5

Life:

“Republican Farmer” (Darlington WI) Friday 15Jul 1904 p 3

George Ray Stephenson & his maternal aunt, Alice Morton - “Benton (WI) Advocate” Friday 2 Dec
1910p 10

8’ :

T |

sday 22 Jan 1914 p 5

1=
L A |~

“Darlington (WI) Republican-Journal” Thur
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—Francis and Bernard Clark, and
Ray Stephenson, old Darlington boys,
and two sons of Josepn Martin, for-
merly of Belmont, all of whom now
make their home in Kenosha are said
to have enlisted with a Kenosha com-
pany.

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 5

e —— ——— - e -

Dewey is looking well and feels in
good health. I am feeling fine and I
think I have gained a.few pounds,
and I sure do like the life. All the
Darlington boys that I have seen like
it all right. Ray Stephenson is about
two rods from us, and Clyde Curry,
Galey Nelson and Harold Gordon are
| | about two blocks away. Please send
.| that grub you ‘mentioned apd send
.| Just as much as you want to, because
-1 can 'tend to it. Also please send
.| the sheepskin coat and blanket at
- | once.

Hoping you get this soon and are
all well, with love%o all,

ANSLEY MCCONNELL.

~w W T e e w -
»

—ry -

Excerpt from a letter home written by Ansley (“Hans”) McConnell, training at Camp MacArthur TX,
dated 11 Oct 1917 - “Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 4



20

“Tuseania’’ m:sm
| sailed from New York. The 107th
Engineer Train, with m*x&-ﬁ

Lieut. Asbury Vale.

Sergt. Edward Wold.

Sergt. Frank M. Lane,

Sergt. Joseph Bartol.

- Bergt. George R. Stephenson.
Sergt. Charles W. Soukup.
Corporal Hale Touath 1
Corporal Allen E, Williams.
Private Karl H. Hultenius.
Private Rudolph ‘A. Hultenius.,

[list continues]
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1

THE SUNDAY STATE JOURNAL FEBRUARY 10, 1918.

TUSCANIA SURVIVORS—MAYBE HIS NAME IS HERE!

VYYD AWmam, YYae,

(.L()R(H‘ RAY BTEPHENSON, Ar-
llngwn. \\'ll.

T T PR wsrn PR L P N e — - -e

Geroge is from Darlington, not Arlmgton Wisconsin - “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI)
Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4
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I received a latter from Charlie.
'In fact yesterday I had about fifteen
letters waiting fdr me when I joined
the band., Charlie seems to enjoy his
'work. Ray Stephenson saw Charlie
one day and [ now know where he is.
He also knows about where I am. I
probably will not be able to see him
because we are giite a distaice apart.
He is located in a fine place, heliefe me
and he certainly” s lucky in being with
a fine outfit. I one of your letters
you spoke of buyng me a liberty bond.
It would have been quite a bit of
money spent, but a good invesiment
in a good cause.

This is Sunday and our band is go-
ing to play two oncerts in two neigh-
boring cities. I will expect to seg Ray
Stephenson and the Smith boys this
afternoon. L%
Excerpt from a letter written home by Ansley McConnell, dated 5 May 1918, from France -

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 30 May 1918 p 2

* Sunday we played at a town near
here and a week ago Sunday at three
towns. We were at Ray Stephenson’s
town. The experience he went through
surely doesn’t seem to have affected
his health for he looks fine. In his
company there is also a Gibson from
Cuba City. Yesterday we met Melchy
Banfield at Ralph’s town, although.he
is not in Ralph’s company.
Excerpt from a letter written home by “Dewey” —in an Army band, written 7 May 1918 from France -
“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 13 Jun 1918 p 2
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The one hundredth and seventh sup-
ply train, which has seen wonderful
serviee over in Mu under the com-
mand of Captain Asbury
nosha and which contains some sixty
Kenosha men did not return on the
Louisiana on Tuesday and a new order
of the War mment states that this
unit of the d Division has sailed
from Brest aboard the battleship Vir-
ginia and it is due to arrive at New-
port News on the morning of next Mon-
day May 19th. As the transports with
ret troops have been coming into
ports in this country about a day ahead
it is pretty probable that the word
from these boys will begin to reach
Kenofha about next Sunday at moon.
[ The 107th will he on the last steamer
bearing members of the 32nd Diyision
from France home. It is probable that
the men will be to Camp Upton
to await order to move West to Camp
Grant. It is mot kmown who will be
in ecommand of the train since Cap-
tain - Vale has been ordered back to
Coblenz, The last roster of the Ke-
nosha men in the 107th Supply 'l‘mu
showed the following:

Sergeants: BEdward Wold, Frank M.
Lane, Joseph Bartel, George R. Steph-
enson, Charles W. Soukup.

Corporals: Otto Nelson, Hale Tol-
leth, Allen Williams, Ernest Bollou,
Albert 1. Larsen, Otto Mowrey, Louis

E. Regnier. R
It is probable’
rival !n New Yorl

—

-~ =%

Privates: Rudolph A. Hultenius,

Hans Ancerson, is E. Anderson,
wnn Andmon, farold W. Bresnahan,

ey Barl, La ce Garglas, Frank
E Hnna, Floyd 8. sfill, Neal F. Hop-

‘Fred Jahnke, Henry M. Kleist,
Hiclubl J. MeGinn, Fred mtehell Vie-
tor J. Novak, Robert F. Riley, Otto
Romanek, e Roskos, Edward
Schmidt, George Schunk, William BSel-
treeht, Frank H. Tanking, Norbert Ty-
son, Elmer Williams, John J. Yung,
Aungust Zura, Henry W. Huettin,
Claude Forbes, Dominico Nicolaza.

Fred Scholey was a member of the
First Sanitary Squadron which is sched-
uled to come home at the same time
as the Supply Train.

These names a8 given were the Ke-
nosha men with the 107th when they
sailed on the ill fated Tuscania. One
other man was listed. He was Corpor-
al Arthur Junker who lost his life on
the Tuseania and who is now sleeping
some where over on the Irish Coast.
Some of thrse men may have been
transferred to other units in the army
and many of them may have won the
chevrons of mon-commissioned officers.

The One Hundred and Seventh Sup-
ply. ‘train is one of the Kenosha units
which saw mnqb tetion on several of
the battle fronts. The boys were in ac-
tion at ma of the bardest foight
' ts with the Germans and
bore their part with Fonor. No group
dnontmmxnuhlnthenﬁym-
as much service as these nenbm ot

| the 107th Supply train.

mn thd’ ',. SRR -.l.. -
they will be sent

to Camp Grant for demobilizdtion.

“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2

s

Milwaukee is making great prepara- |
tion for & parade of the 32nd Division
but the date for the big state review |
not to he set nntil after the arrival
‘of the 107th the last of the units of
the Division to reach the emtry from

Franece.
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" —Ray Stephenson of Milwaukee xs
here this week visiting his pare
Mr. and Mrs. John Stephenson of Cen-

ter.

“Darlington (WI)_ Ije}no_crathhur_sday 19 May 1921 p7

Vietim Claims
Dapper Agent
ToolﬁEs Cash

lice of Operations Which
Cost Him $200.

Today the Dolice app seeking the

trail of an alleged confidence man who
operated in Kenosha a few days ago
under the name of George Oaklery.!
and who said that he was the field
agent of the Booth Fisheries com~:
pany and ns such looking for & man |
to ran a local store which was to be
opened in Kenosha in the downtown
district,

According to the information given
the police by George R, Stephenson,
711 Exchange street, he entered dnto
a contract with Oakley and turned
over $200 as cash bond, only to
learn subsequently through the Booth
Fisheries company that they had em-
ployed no such person as George
Oakley, and that no person repre-
sonting that company i3 doing busi-
ness outside of Chicago.

A Personable “Field Agent”

Stephenson learned through an ad#
vertisement that m man was wanted
as a store manager. When he an-
swered, he found at one of the down-
town hotels George Oakley, who rep-
resented himself to be the fleld agent
of the Booth Fisheries company of
Chicago. and said that he was Jook-
ing for a capable man as the branch
manager here of one of a chain of
stores operating under the Booth
Fisheriezs company and financed by
them but known as the “Continental
Stores company.”

Mr. Qakley was 3 man of a good
deal of personality, Stephenson xaid,
and Impressed everyone with whom
he came into contact. They discussed
together the proposed business in Ke-
nosha, and the man who purpotted
' to be the representative of the Booth
Fisheries went over the matter in de-
tall, conveying the Iimpression that
he had considerable knowledge of the
business,

Knows Old Banking Days

The proposition looked exceedingly
attractive but not unreasonably so,
and Oakley's only requirement was
that Stephenson, before undertaking
the job of local manager, Pul up =
cash bond of $200,

The two men stopped in at one of
the banks in the city, while nego-
tiations were in progress, and Oak-
ley was soon In conversation with
one of the cashiers of the bank, ex-
changing old-time bank gossip as one
who might have been identiffed with
business organizations for a quarter
of a century.

Finally the preliminaries appeared
to have been covered satisfactorily,
and o contract was drawn up by Oak-
ley, which was signed by both men
March 4, 1026,

It only remained for Stephenson
| to turn over the cas=h Lond, and s

he did on Sunday.

mal__ares_dd._
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Leaves On Short Notico
Shortly after this, both men were
in & taxicab and Oakley directdd the
driver to go to the North Shore sta-
tion. He said he had to got to

Chicago at once. When they reached |

the station, Oakley turned and gave
Stephenson $1, telling him to take
the taxi back home.

Tho incident struck Stephenson ns
rather peculiar, but the man whom
he looked upon somewhat in the
lisht of a new employer, had de-
parted before he had an opportunity
tp consider It further. It is not us-
ually the way, he reflected, for men
of affalrs to treat one another; he

ACONTINUED ON PAGE £ )
s

Vietim Claims

Dapper Agent
Took His Cash

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
was able to take care of himself in
his own town, and further, the man
departing had $200 of his own hard-
\earned nmoney.
| “No Such Agent,” Says Booth
|  Yesterday Stephenson went to Chi-
| cago himself. He found the Chi-
| cago office of the Booth Fisheries
company and though he was trans-
ferred from one member of the local
'orﬂce to another, no one had heard
| of George Oakley. Finally he reached
the main office, and presented his
case. He showed the contract which
purported to be signed by George
Oakley. acting as ‘fleld manager'
.of the Booth Fisheries company for
the “Contintental stores corporation.'

Stephenson was told that there was
no such man representing the Booth
Fisheries, and he was advised to get
in touch:with the police at Kenosha
at once, being assured that the com-
pany would do their part to have the
man apprehended.

In giving the description to the
Kenosha police, Stephenson sald:
that Oakley was 52 years old, about
five foot nine in height, gray-haired,
and wore glasses.

“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 9 Mar 1926 p 1 &p 7
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Tuscania Vets
Reunion Here
to Bring 300

(Continued from Page One)

gow, Scotland, and Wilhelm Mey«
the U-Boat commander, ig belieyi
to be living in Berlin,

Kenoshan is President

Frank H. Tanking, Kenosha,
president of the national associ
tion, and the other officers are I
Fred Vater, Milwaukee, vice-pre:
dent: George Ray Stephenson, K
nosha, secretary; Fred A. Schole
Kenosha. treasurer: Charles
Dunn. Chicago, judge advoca
Leo V. Zimmerman, Milwauki
historian; Stanley D. Andersc
Saginaw. Mich.; sergeant-at-arn
and Arthur J. Siplon, Muskeg¢
Mich., chaplain.

Kenosha's lone casualty on t
Tuscania was Arthur Junker, 1
whom the Veterans of Forei
Wars post here has been nami
Most of the others lost were W
consin soldiers, and of the st
vivors more than 300 still live
this state. .

While reservations are comin
from the veterans for participati
in the reunion preparations are t
ing made for the convention by t
Kenosha officers of the associatii

“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 Jan 1940 p 7

Wife:
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| —The following marriage licenses :
were issued by County Clerk E. Pl
Noble for the week ending April 13: t
James Kane, Kendall and Laura Al
O’Brien, Darlington; George Raymond
~btepheneon Darlington and Martha:
' Meilke, Kenosha; Elmer F. Lund and'; t
|Della M. Wiseley, Darlington. 1

Marriage license between George Raymond Stephenson & Martha Meilke — “Darlington (WI)
Democrat” Thursday 13 Apr 1922 p 5

RECENT MARRIAGES,

E. F. Lund to Miss Della Wisely,
Darlington.

Chas. W. Hletherwood, aged 79,
of Oregon, Wis,, was marred to |
Mrs. Mary Breylinger 70, of Mon-
ticello.

James Kane, Kendall )and Lau-
ra Agnes O'Brien, Darlington.

George Ray Stephenson, Darling-
ton, to Martha M. Meilke, Kenosha.

Teddv H. Ableman to Ruth John-
- ,son Woodford.

“Argyle (WI) Atlas” Thursday 20 Apr 1922 p 1
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MARRIED IN JANESVILLE.

Miss Martha Mielke Becomes Bride of
George Stephenson of Darlington.
A marriage of interest to Kenoshans

toolr place in Janesville, Wis., Wednes-

day when Miss Martha Mielke, daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mielke, 417

Leémon street, became the bride of

George Raymond Stephenson of Dar-

lington, ' Wis. ookt '
Mr, Stephenson i8 a former Keno-

shan and was a member of old Com-
pany M. Both were popular here and

JInsurance company.

{have the best wishes of hosts of
friends., They will make their home
in Darlington, Wis., where Mr. Steph-
enson is associated with the Travelers’

“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Thursday 13 Apr 1922 p 3

Martha Stephenson

Mrs. Martha B. Stephenson, %0,
formerly of Kenosha, late of Oak-
wood Retirement Apartments,
Madison, died Thursday at St. Mary
Hospital in Madison.

The daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Karl (Johanna Kruger)
Mielke, she was born on June 4, 1892
in Kenosha.

She received her education in lo-
cal schools. She lived in Milwaukee
since 1942 before moving to Madison
this year.

On April 12, 1922 she married Ray
Stephenson. He died on Nov. 23,
1967,

Surviving are a son, John, of
Woodland Hills, Calif.; and [live
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by a
son, Roger, in 1978; four brothers,
William R., Carl H., Fred W., and
Herman R.; and three sisters, Mrs
Mary Kraai, Mrs. Anna Motter and
Mrs. Louise Hanson.

Obituaries of Martha M. Mielke Stephenson - left: “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 3 Dec 1982 p 5 and

STEPHENSON—Funeral
services for the late Mrs.
Martha Stephenson, a
former resident of
Kenosha and late of
Madison, who died on De-
cember 2nd, will be held on
Saturday December 4th at
11T AM, from the Hansen
Funeral Home. Inferment
to follow In Sunset R

Memorial Park. Fri

may Il at the Hansen
Funeral Home on Saturday
from 10 AM. til time of
services. AN

right: same paper, p 26
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Death of Martha Mielke Stephenson’s mother Johanna Kruger Mielke — “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday

/grand child.

Il Two Weeks
Resident Dies

Mrs. Johanna Mielke, 88,
~ Dies at Daughter’s Home

Mrs. Johanna Mielke, 88 years,
widow of the late Karl :I:dwnd
Mielke and a resident of Kenosha
dneelsasdledatthohomeo!her
daughter, 5134
atanarlvh

‘rhedeeundwubommrom-
ern, Germany on June 9, 1855 the
duunterotthehuur and Mrs.
Albert Kruger, She spent her early
life in her native land and was
educated there.

In Germany on November 18,
lsslnhewuunltedinmueto
Kar]l Edward Mielke, came to
America with her in 1885
and resided at woc, Wis,
until 18890 when she came to Ke-
nosha and has made her home here
dnee that time. She was one of

the oldest members of the Friedens
Evangelical Luthéran church. She
was a member of the Ladies Aid of
the church.

She is survived by two sons and
four daughters: Fred W. Herman
R. Mielke of Kenosha, Mrs. Walter
Motter of Henry, nl.. Mrs. Jay
Kraai and Mrs. Ray Stephenson of
Kenosha, and Mrs, Stanley Hanson
of Chicago. She is also survived by
10 grand children and one great

She was preceded in death by

her husband, on July 21, 1932 and
by two sons William R. and Carl

H. Mielke.

o

13 Aug 1941 p 7

Children:
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R 3
Son John Winfield Stephenson (1923-2015) —radio, TV & movie personality — Find A Grave
146636593

CERTIFICATE OF u:Glsnv OF MARRIAGE Bl 2796, et 396
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FILED FEB 8 1955

Marriage of John Winfield Stephenson to Jean Elaine Irwin on 5 Feb 1955 Los Angeles Co.CA-
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893H-4B8T?i=257&cc=1804002



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893H-4B8T?i=257&cc=1804002
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xX-FooT-ONE John Stephenson,

who plays the “heavy,” Roger
Crutcher, left the Midwest twice.
Born in Darlington, Wisconsin, he
made his debut at 13, with the Ke-
nosha Little Theater. His first de-
parture took him all the way to
China, where he did combat duty
with the Air Force as a radioman-
gunner. Then, having picked up
his Bachelor of Science degree.
with a major in drama, at North-
western University, John left again,
ne’er to return. Not that he has
anything against the Midwest. But
there’s been no time for visits home.
John arrived in Hollywood in 1948
for a visit, has since enjoyed a flood
of good parts on radio and in tele-
vision and the movies. Blue-eyed
and brown-haired, John likes

» ‘
I‘.“ ﬁ : swimming and tennis and, after his

JOHN STEPHENSON wife Jean and their North Holly-

wood home, loves golf most of all.

https://www.google.com/search?q=%22john+stephenson%22+actor&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US9
07&0g=%22john+stephenson%22+actor&aqgs=chrome..69i57j46i512j0i22i30j0i39015.10618j1j15&
sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#imgrc=6_iLEdVz9VBByM
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IMAGES FROM HANNA-BARBERA PRODUCTIONS INC

John Winfleld Stephenson was the voice of Dr. Benton C. Quest, far right, in the 1964
animated TV series “The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest.”
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Character actor had roles on
‘Flintstones, ‘Jonny Quest’

BY DIANE GILES
dgiles@kenoshanews.com

Question: Which
Kenosha native was the
voice of Mr. Slate on
“The Flintstones,” Dr.
Benton Quest on “Jonny
Quest” and Fancy Fancy,
the debonair cat on “Top
Cat”?

Answer: His name was
John Winfield
Stephenson,
and although
he did not
call Kenosha
his home for
long, he made
{ his mark as
a character
actor, TV
series
narrator and
the voice of a
score of cartoon characters.

He was born here on
Aug. 9, 1923, and died
earlier this year on May
15 in the Woodland Hills
neighborhood in Los Angeles
at the age of 91.

radio in 1948, but made the
transition to television with
ease,

He reportedly was the
first person who appeared
on camera when “I Love
Lucy" debuted in 1951

as Stephenson was the
commercial pitchman on
that show,

Mel Blanc may have had
1,000 voices, but Stephenson
had nearly as many roles,

His most famous
recurring role was that
of the voice of Mr. Slate
on “The Flintstones."

The late John Winfleld
Stepthenson, a Kenosha
native, was most famously
known as the voice of Mr.
Slate, Fred Flintstone's

. ‘boss In the

long-running
'60s TV show “The Flint-
stones.”

T BVl O bibna LA
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John Stephenson, Voice of Mr. Slate on "The Flintstones,

Stephenson graduated
in 1941 from Kenosha High
School, serving on the
student council and taking
part in forensics.

He was a member of the
National Forensics League
and took second in the

national meet in Lexington,

Ky., that year in dramatic
declaration and oratorical
declamation. With more
than 800 contestants,
Kenosha was the highest-
scoring team in the contest
that year.

More than one online
source says he got his
start in the Kenosha Little
Theater group.

Hitting the big time

He began his career in

Stephenson played Mr. Slate
in 73 episodes during the
show’s run from 1960-66 and
was one of the last surviving
original cast members.

His Mr. Slate can be heard
in “The Flintstones” holiday
shows in the '70s, '80s and
'90s and in the 2000 video
game “Flintstones Bedrock
Bowling.”

Many roles

He voiced a number of
animated characters in the
1960s, including the Cary
Grant doppelganger Fancy
Fancy on “Top Cat”; the
father Dr. Benton Quest on
“The Adventures of Jonny
Quest” and as an occasional
w voice on “Scooby

In films, Stephefison had
arole in the 1977 version of
“The Hobbit" and a voice
role in “Charlotte’s Web”

(1973).

His television role credits
included characters — most-
ly of the stuffed shirt variety
— seen on “Bonanza,” “77
Sunset Strip,” “Dragnet,”
“Perry Mason,” “Bev- .
erly Hillbillies,” “Man from
U.N.C.L.E.” and “Hogan’s
Heroes.”

He and his wife Jean were
married 60 years, and the
couple had two children,
Roger and Katie.

This week's mystery:
What was the name of
the 92-foot boat that was

launched in 1976?

“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 18 Aug 2015 p2

Diesat 91

The Hanna-Barbera mainstay plaved hundreds of cartoon characters, including Fancy-Fancy on "Top Cat. He appeared

onscreen as well.

BY MIKE BARNES MAY 21, 2015 2:07PM

Hollijiwood

REPORTE
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John Stephenson. a prolific voiceover actor who played Fred's boss, Mr. Slate.

on The Flintstones and the ladies’ man Fancy-Fancy on Top Cat, has died. He

was 91.

Stephenson, who also worked as a narrator on the 1960s version of TV's
Dragnet, revealing the verdicts and sentences at the end of each episode, died
May 15 in Woodland Hills after a three-year battle with Alzheimers, his son,
Roger. told The Hollywood Reporter.

Stephenson, a mainstay of the 1960s Hollywood cartoon factory Hanna-
Barbera, also voiced characters for such shows as Jonny Quest (as dad Benton
Quest), The Peter Potamus Show, The Magilla Gorilla Show, The Banana Splits

Adventure Hour and several iterations of Scooby-Doo.

Stephenson was seen onscreen on The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show,
Perry Mason, F Troop (as Gen. George Armstrong Custer). Hogans Heroes.
Mission: Impossible, The Doris Day Show, The Six Million Dollar Man, The Streets

of San Francisco, Lou Grant and other series.
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Stephenson began work on The Flintstones in 1960, when it debuted as an ABC
primetime show on Friday nights. He voiced the hot-tempered Mr. Slate of the

Bedrock Quarrel and Gravel Co. — in addition to many other citizens of
Bedrock — for decades.

*I think the show was successfill because it was an adult cartoon and viewers
associated it with The Honeymooners, he said in a 2010 interview. “And with the

Stone Age setting and some very good writing, audiences loved it. They still do.”

Top Cat. another Hanna-Barbera cartoon, debuted on ABC in 1961 it revolved

around a gang of scheming Manhattan alley cats.

Stephenson had a Hollywood legend in mind for the voice of Fancy-Fancy. “1

tried to make him come across as a kind of Brooklyn Cary Grant. he once said.

He retired about 10 years ago after more than six decades in the business, his

son said.

A native of Kenosha. Wis.. Stephenson served in World War II as a radio
operator and gunner in the Army Air Corps and was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. He decided to become an actor after he left the
service, took a course in speech and drama at Northwestern via the G.I. Bill and

worked in Chicago radio.

In 1948, Stephenson visited Chicago friends in Hollywood and stuck around,
landing gigs on the radio shows /t s Always Sunday and. in the title role, 7he
Count of Monte Cristo.

Soon, as a spokesman for sponsoring tobacco company Philip Morris, he
introduced TV audiences to episodes of I Love Lucy and then was a regular on

the sitcom The Peoples Choice, starring Jackie Cooper.

In addition to his son. survivors include his wife of 60

years, Jean; daughter Katie: and granddaughter Samantha.

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/john-stephenson-dead-flintstones-voice-796680/



https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/john-stephenson-dead-flintstones-voice-796680/
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George Ray Stephenson, serving as a private in the 107" Supply Train, Company B, born in
Darlington, Wisconsin, was famous for his letter describing his Tuscania experiences, published in
the Darlington Democrat, July 11, 1918, and for becoming president of the Kenosha, Wisconsin,
American Legion. But millions should be grateful that survivor “Ray” fathered son John, born
August 9, 1923. Ray’s son John Winfield Stephenson earned fame as the voice of numerous Hanna-
Barbera cartoon figures, for his voiceovers for television shows and commercials, and as a bit
player in several television shows and movies. In his 55-year career, where he excelled at
portraying — as he described it — a “stuffed shirt,” John provided the voice of Fred Flintstone’s boss
Mr. Slate in The Flintstones as well as most of the show’s guest characters. He also provided voices
for cartoon series Top Cat (voicing Fancy-Fancy), Scooby-Doo (where he voiced villains and mad
scientists), Laff-A-Lympics and many others. He had over 230 voice-over and on-screen credits. He
appeared in such movies as Spartacus, John Wayne’s Hellfighters, Topaz, Herbie Rides Again,
several made-for-television movies and Hanna-Barbera’s animated Charlotte’s Web.

The first person who appears on the very first episode of / Love Lucy, airing October 15, 1951 (after
the hotel call-boy who yells “Philip Morris” for sponsor, cigarette manufacturer Philip Morris) is
John Stephenson. He is seen in the Ricardo apartment before the episode starts, asking the
viewers if they inhale or not, and then promoting Philip Morris cigarettes. In the first episode, the
four main characters all enjoy cigarettes, which becomes an important part of the plot. John was
also the voice of the closing credits on the show.

John’s ability to provide accents meant he could appear on television show Hogan’s Heroes several
times, often playing German roles. His was the voice that intoned the summary “And now, the
results of the trial” from 1967-1970 on Dragnet. He provided the voice of Dr. Benton Quest in the
first five episodes of Jonny Quest. His TV appearances are a line-up of American classic television:
The Johnny Carson Show (in which he appeared as a serious news anchor and Carson as the roving
reporter several times), The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show, The Real McCoys, Bonanza,
Perry Mason, Yancey Derringer, The Mod Squad, Mission: Impossible, Jeannie (the voice of Hadji in
16 episodes),The Beverly Hillbillies, F Troop (appearing as General George Armstrong Custer), The
Addams Family, Get Smart, The Six Million Dollar Man, The Streets of San Francisco, Gomer Pyle,
U.S.M.C., The Lou Grant Show, The Doris Day Show,The Millionaire, The People’s Choice (as Roger
Crutcher),The Man from U.N.C.L.E. — and even The Lone Ranger. His voice also was used for video
game characters.



Tonto and the Lone Ranger with John Stephenson, son of a
Tuscania survivor, in the “Dan Reid’s Fight for Life” episode of
The Lone Ranger, November 18, 1954.
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0827267/

Excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” —
pages 383-384



Stephenson, Roger W.
MADISON—Mr. Roger W. Stephenson,
age 53, of 1617 Lakeview Ave, died on
Tuesday, February 21, 1978 at o local
hospital after a long illness. Mr.
Stephenson was born January 28, 1925 in
Darlington, WI, and was a Madison
resident since 1946. He worked for the
Credit Union Naotional Association for
the past 6 yvears serving aos a Pension
Specialist. He was a veteraon of WW 1|1,
serving in the Army Air Force. He
married the former, Fay Flodstrom,
September 3, 1949. In oddition to his
wife, he is survived by o daughter, Miss
Karen Stephenson of Madison; two sons,
Robert W. and James R., both at home;
a brother, John W. of Woodland Hills,
CA; and his mother, Martha Stephensecn
of Milwoukee. Funeral services will be
held aot LAKEVIEW AMERICAN
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 4001 Mandroke
Rd. on Thursday ot 1:30 p.m., with
Reverend Kenneth Hoffman officiating.
Burial will be in the church cemetery.
There will be no visitation. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be maode to
the Americon Cancer Society. The
RYAN FUNERAL HOME, 2418 N.
Sherman Ave s in charge of
arrangements.

Obituary of son Roger Walter Stephenson (1925-1978) — “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI)
Wednesday 22 Feb 1978 p 29

Father:

—The many friends here of the
Messrs. Homer and Ray Stephenson
of Darlington were sorry to hear of
the death of their father, John
Stephenson, which oecurred on Sun-
day, Oect. 16, at that place. |

“Platteville (WI) Journal & Grant County News” Wednesday 19 Oct 1921 p 1
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- e |
Miss Martha Mielke lcft today for |
Darlington to attend the funeral of
the late John Stephenson which will
'be held on Thursday. %

Martha Mielke, who will marry George Ray Stephenson in Apr 1922, attends the funeral of his father
in Oct 1921 - “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 19 Oct 1921 p 3

able obituary will be rinfed next
mk'. ’ y

“Darlington (W) Republican-Journal” Thursday 20 Oct 1921 p 1
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OBITUARY

Stephenson
(Contributed)

John Stephenson was born at Jenk-
ensville, Wisconsin, on Nov. 11, 1862.
He was a son of George and Margaret
Stephenson who were among the early
settlays of Lafavette county. He
spent his childhood and youth on a
farm near Fayptte. He was married
to Miss Jennie Morton, Nov. 11, 1891,
and to them four sons were horn,
George R., Guy M., Harold and Homer.
Harold died in infancy.

Mr. Stephenson was a member of
the independent Order of Odd Fellows,
the Rebekahs and the Beavers. He was
also a member of the Congregational
church and for several years had bheen
one of its trustees. He was a man
known for his good judgment, upricht-
ness and thorough honesty., He was
one of Darlington’s most widely re-
spected citizens.,  1lis genial person-
ality won him a hest of friends, and)
as one of those friends expressed it,|
“to have known Joln Stephenson was |
to have been his friend in the fullest’
cense of the word.”
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He died at his home al fifteen min-
ntes after two o'cock on the aftc'l’-'
noon of Oct. 17th. Death was the re-|
swlt of pneumonia.; While never in'
very robust health his condition was
not regarded as serious until a few |
days before he passed away, and when.
pneumonia finally laid its hold upon|
him he was not strong enough to ve-|
sist it. The funcral was held from his
home Thursday afternoon, Oect. 120, at
2:00 o'clock. Rev. F. A. Stever of the
Congregational chureh condueting: the
services at the hous: and the commit -/
ment of - the body to its place of final
rest was made by the Qdd Fellows.

Mr. Stephenson is suivived by his

wife and his sons, George R. (Ray),!

Guy and Homer and his stepmother,
Mrs. George Stephenson.

Those from out-of-town who at-
tended the funeral were: Mr. and Mrs,
George Miller, Mrs. R. Brewer and son
Hayden of Cuba City; Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Thompson, J. M. Thompson,
Clyde Teasdale, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Paterson, Mrs. Fred Poppa, El and
Laverne Newman, Thomas Henegar,
Clint Young, Mr. znd Mrs. Charles
Viceksr, Edw. Longhorn, Miss Florence
Watson, Mrs. John Morton and George
and Miss Alice Morton of New Dig-

gings.

Mother:

Obituary of father John Stephenson - “Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 27 0ct1921p 1
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His mother’s sister Alice Morton had lived with the fan‘1ily inthe 1910 census -

| vote inthe city Monday the
| shows handsome 'repnblican
young repnbllem nglmred at John
Stephenson’s early Honday d moming.
Mmywﬂu
Birth of his twin brothers Guy Morton Stephenson & Harold Stephé.nson, on 2 Mar 1896 in
Darlington, Lafayette WI — Harold dies on 14 Jul 1896 & Guy on 18 Nov 1970 - “Darlington (WI)

Miss KElizabeth Morton died

Wednesday evening at the home of |-

her sister, Mrs. John Stephenson,
where she had been living the past
month. Miss Morton was 48 years
oid and was born at New Diggings.

Besides her mother, deceased leaves|:

her sisters Mrs. Stephenson, Mrs.
Thomas Battery of this city and
Miss Alice Morton of New Diggings
and three brothers, George and Jo-
seph of New Diggings and Thomas
of Iowa.-—Republican Journal.

& Gad” Thursday 21 Apr1921p 4

Brothers:

Notwithstanding the .heuy

Democrat” Thursday 5 Mar 1896 p 1

1
|
i
1
|
|

“Shullsburg (WI) Pick
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Obituary of brother Guy Morton Stephenson (1896-1970) — “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 19 Nov
1970p 18
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WI death record of Harold Stephenson, twin of Guy Morton - died of dysentery at age 4 months -
Find A Grave 247534758

Name: George Ray Stephenson

Name variations: buried as Ray

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - sergeant

Serial number: 251,000

Entered service from: Darlington, Columbia WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: George Ray Stephenson

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Stephenson, Arlington Wi

Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: George R. Stephenson

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Stephenson, Arlington WI (cpl, Co B, 107 Supply
Train)

World War | draft registration (1917): as George Ray Stephenson - b. 25 Dec 1892 Darlington
WI; res: 260 Park St., Kenosha WI. Single. Embaler, N.P. Mischler, 260 Park St., Kenosha WI.
Claimed exemption from draft: “Has enlisted.” Tall & slender.

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 5030 - 22nd Ave., Kenosha WI
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World War Il draft registration (1942): as George Ray Stephenson - b. 25 Dec 1892 Darlington
WI; res: 5134 - 18" Ave., Kenosha WI. NOK Mrs. Martha Stephenson, same address. “scar over
bridge of nose” - Employed by Simmons Mfg. Co., Kenosha WI. Height: 5°11” - 175 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 15Jul 1917

Discharged: 29 May 1919

Address: Wells St., Darlington Wi

Rank/unit: corporal, Co. B, 107" Supply Train, 32" Division

Birth & death:

Born: 25 Dec 1892 Darlington, Lafayette WI

Died: 23 Nov 1967 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

Find A Grave record: 113555000 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Kenosha, Kenosha WI

Cemetery: Sunset Ridge Memorial Park

Tombstone: not pictured: inscription: Wisconsin Sgt Co B 107 Supply Tn WWI - buried as Ray
Stephenson

Father: John Stephenson, 11 Nov 1862 Benton, Lafayette Wl - 17 Oct 1921 Darlington,
Lafayette WI. Son of George Stephenson & Margaret Drummond. Died of pneumonia.
Buried in Union Grove Cemetery, Darlington, Lafayette WI.

Find A Grave: 130944423

Mother: Mary Jane (“Jennie”) Morton Stephenson, 1870 New Diggings, Lafayette Wl -3 Dec
1936 Lafayette Co. WI. Daughter of John Morton & Phoebe Raine. Buried in Union Grove
Cemetery, Darlington, Lafayette WI.

Find A Grave: 130944427

Parents’ marriage: 11 Nov 1891

Spouse: Martha M. Mielke Stephenson, 4 Jun 1892 Kenosha, Kenosha WI -2 Dec 1982
Madison, Dane WI (in St. Mary Hospital). Daughter of Karl Edward Mielke (d. 21 Jul 1932) &
Johanna Kruger (b. 9 Jun 1855 Pommern — 13 Aug 1943 Kenosha WI0. Buried in Sunset
Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI.

Spouse Find A Grave: 113554999

Marriage: 12 Apr 1922 Janesville, Rock WI

Children:

e John Winfield Stephenson, 9 Aug 1923 Kenosha, Kenosha WI -15 May 2015 Woodland
Hills, Los Angeles CA. Actor & one of the busiest voice artists in the 1950s & 1960s. Was a
student at Northwestern University when the US entered WWII. John enlisted in the US
Army Air Corps. After the war, he moved to Hollywood CA & worked in radio, TV & motion
pictures. He died from Alzheimer’s disease; his body was cremated. — John Winfield
Stephenson, age 31, married on 5 Feb 1955 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Jeane Elaine Irwin, age
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25, daughter of Thomas E. Irwin & Marie C. Hansen, who survived him. They had a son &
daughter. F: 146636593

Roger Walter Stephenson, 28 Jan 1925 Darlington, Lafayette WI - 21 Feb 1978 Madison,
Dane WI. Husband of Fay Renette Flodstrom (1928-2019, F: 204113516) whom he married
3 Sep 1949. Buried in Lakeview Lutheran Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 175602555

Siblings:

Notes:

Guy Morton Stephenson, 2 Mar 1896 Darlington, Lafayette WI - 18 Nov 1970 Kenosha,
Kenosha WI. Twin of Harold. Married 18 Sep 1943 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI married Lois
Jane Kleist (1903-1980, F: 216522251). Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha,
Kenosha WI. F: 206671571

Harold Stephenson, 2 Mar 1896 Darlington, Lafayette WI — 14 Jul 1896 Darlington, Lafayette
WI. Twin of Guy. Died at 4 months old of dysentery. Buried in Union Grove Cemetery,
Darlington, Lafayette WI. F: 247534758

Homer Albert Stephenson, 6 Sep 1900 Darlington, Lafayette Wl — 26 Sep 1985 Los Angeles,
Los Angeles CA. Husband of Ethel Hanson (1903 UT - 1994 CA, F: 78719244) whom he
married in 1930. Buried in Inglewood Park Cemetery, Inglewood, Los Angeles CA. F;
78086585

Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 390-03-8893

Censuses:

1900 Darlington, Lafayette WI
John Stephenson, 37 WI, Nov 1862, father b. England, mother b. Scotland, married 9 years,
stock buyer

Mary J.
living

Ray G.,
Guy M.

, 30 WI, Apr 1870, father b. England, mother b. WI, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are

7 WI, Dec 1892
, 6 WI, Mar 1894

1905 WI state census — Darlington, Lafayette WI
John Stephenson, 41 WI, father b. England, mother b. Scotland, land agent
Jennie M., 35 WI, father b. England, mother b. America
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Ray G., 12 WiI
Guy M., 9WI
Homer A., 4 WI

1910 Darlington, Lafayette WI - Avon Rd.

John Stephenson, 47 WI, parents b. England, in 1°t marriage, married 18 years, real estate
agent, farm land

Mary J., 39 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, in 1* marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3
are living

George R., 17 WI

Guy M., 14 WI

Homer A., 9 WI

& sister-in-law Alice C. Morton, 17 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, single

1920 Darlington, Lafayette WI

John Stephenson, 37 WI, father b. England, mother b. Scotland
Jennie, 49 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI

Ray G., 27 WI

Guy M., 23 WI

Homer E., 19 WI

[all the sons are single — occupations for all: “none”]

1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI-1916 - 50*" St.

Ray G. Stephenson, 37 WI, parents b. WI, age 29 at 1°* marriage, foreman, bed & furniture
factory, veteran status left blank for all entries on this page

Martha, 37 WI, parents b. Germany, age 29 at 1* marriage, machine operator, bed &
furniture factory

John, 6 WI

Roger, 5 WiI

& servant for a private family Jessie Burrington, 24 WI

1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI-5030 - 22" Ave. — same place in 1935
Roy Stephenson, 48 WI, laborer, furniture factory

Martha, 48 WI

John, 16 WI

Rogers, 15 WI

& mother-in-law Johanna Mielke, 84 Germany, widow

1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI-1029 E. Idaho St.
G. Ray Stephenson, 57 WI, club manager, Red Arrow Club
Martha B., 57 WI



