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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Stephenson, George Ray 
1892 WI – 1967 WI 
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The continuations on page 7 are for other people’s obituaries – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Saturday 25 Nov 1967 p 6 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W7RT-3ZN2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2870876:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=5f9ea3a18077630acd2bef00f61703fb&_phsrc=h
FB59466&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2870876:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=5f9ea3a18077630acd2bef00f61703fb&_phsrc=hFB59466&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2870876:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=5f9ea3a18077630acd2bef00f61703fb&_phsrc=hFB59466&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2870876:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=5f9ea3a18077630acd2bef00f61703fb&_phsrc=hFB59466&_phstart=successSource
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“Wisconsin Magazine of History” volume 2, number 2, Dec 1918, pages 183-187, as published in 

the “Darlington (WI) Democrat” of 11 Jul 1918 - https://www.jstor.org/stable/4630144?seq=5 
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/4630144?seq=5
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Original in “Darlington (WI Democrat” Thursday 11 Jul 1918 p 2 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/678859253/ 
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“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1- 

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” https://www.newspapers.com/image/678856514/ 
 
 
       
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/678856514/
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 31 Jan 1919 p 7 

 

 
“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 5 Jun 1919 p 7 
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“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 25 Sep 1919 p 5 

 
 
 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Republican Farmer” (Darlington WI) Friday 15 Jul 1904 p 3 

 

 
George Ray Stephenson & his maternal aunt, Alice Morton – “Benton (WI) Advocate” Friday 2 Dec 

1910 p 10 
 

 
“Darlington (WI) Republican-Journal” Thursday 22 Jan 1914 p 5 
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“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 5 

 

 
Excerpt from a letter home written by Ansley (“Hans”) McConnell, training at Camp MacArthur TX, 

dated 11 Oct 1917 – “Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 4 
 
 



20 
 

 

 
[list continues] 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 

 
Geroge is from Darlington, not Arlington, Wisconsin – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Excerpt from a letter written home by Ansley McConnell, dated 5 May 1918, from France – 

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 30 May 1918 p 2 
 

 
Excerpt from a letter written home by “Dewey” – in an Army band, written 7 May 1918 from France – 

“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 13 Jun 1918 p 2 
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“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2 
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“Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 19 May 1921 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 9 Mar 1926 p 1 & p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 Jan 1940 p 7 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage license between George Raymond Stephenson & Martha Meilke – “Darlington (WI) 

Democrat” Thursday 13 Apr 1922 p 5 
 

 
“Argyle (WI) Atlas” Thursday 20 Apr 1922 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Thursday 13 Apr 1922 p 3 

 

   
Obituaries of Martha M. Mielke Stephenson – left: “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 3 Dec 1982 p 5 and 

right: same paper, p 26 
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Death of Martha Mielke Stephenson’s mother Johanna Kruger Mielke – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 

13 Aug 1941 p 7 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son John Winfield Stephenson (1923-2015) – radio, TV & movie personality – Find A Grave 

146636593 
 

 
Marriage of John Winfield Stephenson to Jean Elaine Irwin on 5 Feb 1955 Los Angeles Co. CA - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893H-4B8T?i=257&cc=1804002 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893H-4B8T?i=257&cc=1804002
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https://www.google.com/search?q=%22john+stephenson%22+actor&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US9
07&oq=%22john+stephenson%22+actor&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i512j0i22i30j0i390l5.10618j1j15&

sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#imgrc=6_iLEdVz9VBByM 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 18 Aug 2015 p 2 
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https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/john-stephenson-dead-flintstones-voice-796680/ 

 

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/john-stephenson-dead-flintstones-voice-796680/
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George Ray Stephenson, serving as a private in the 107th Supply Train, Company B, born in 
Darlington, Wisconsin, was famous for his letter describing his Tuscania experiences, published in 
the Darlington Democrat, July 11, 1918, and for becoming president of the Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
American Legion. But millions should be grateful that survivor “Ray” fathered son John, born 
August 9, 1923. Ray’s son John Winfield Stephenson earned fame as the voice of numerous Hanna-
Barbera cartoon figures, for his voiceovers for television shows and commercials, and as a bit 
player in several television shows and movies. In his 55-year career, where he excelled at 
portraying – as he described it – a “stuffed shirt,” John provided the voice of Fred Flintstone’s boss 
Mr. Slate in The Flintstones as well as most of the show’s guest characters. He also provided voices 
for cartoon series Top Cat (voicing Fancy-Fancy), Scooby-Doo (where he voiced villains and mad 
scientists), Laff-A-Lympics and many others. He had over 230 voice-over and on-screen credits. He 
appeared in such movies as Spartacus, John Wayne’s Hellfighters, Topaz, Herbie Rides Again, 
several made-for-television movies and Hanna-Barbera’s animated Charlotte’s Web.   
 
The first person who appears on the very first episode of I Love Lucy, airing October 15, 1951 (after 
the hotel call-boy who yells “Philip Morris” for sponsor, cigarette manufacturer Philip Morris) is 
John Stephenson.  He is seen in the Ricardo apartment before the episode starts, asking the 
viewers if they inhale or not, and then promoting Philip Morris cigarettes. In the first episode, the 
four main characters all enjoy cigarettes, which becomes an important part of the plot. John was 
also the voice of the closing credits on the show. 
 
John’s ability to provide accents meant he could appear on television show Hogan’s Heroes several 
times, often playing German roles. His was the voice that intoned the summary “And now, the 
results of the trial” from 1967-1970 on Dragnet. He provided the voice of Dr. Benton Quest in the 
first five episodes of Jonny Quest. His TV appearances are a line-up of American classic television:  
The Johnny Carson Show (in which he appeared as a serious news anchor and Carson as the roving 
reporter several times), The George Burns and Gracie Allen Show, The Real McCoys, Bonanza, 
Perry Mason, Yancey Derringer, The Mod Squad, Mission: Impossible, Jeannie (the voice of Hadji in 
16 episodes),The Beverly Hillbillies, F Troop (appearing as General George Armstrong Custer), The 
Addams Family, Get Smart, The Six Million Dollar Man, The Streets of San Francisco, Gomer Pyle, 
U.S.M.C., The Lou Grant Show, The Doris Day Show,The Millionaire, The People’s Choice (as Roger 
Crutcher),The Man from U.N.C.L.E. – and even The Lone Ranger. His voice also was used for video 
game characters. 
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Tonto and the Lone Ranger with John Stephenson, son of a 
Tuscania survivor, in the “Dan Reid’s Fight for Life” episode of 
The Lone Ranger, November 18, 1954. 
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0827267/ 
 
 
 
 

 
Excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” – 

pages 383-384 
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Obituary of son Roger Walter Stephenson (1925-1978) – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Wednesday 22 Feb 1978 p 29 
 

Father: 
 

 
“Platteville (WI) Journal & Grant County News” Wednesday 19 Oct 1921 p 1 
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Martha Mielke, who will marry George Ray Stephenson in Apr 1922, attends the funeral of his father 

in Oct 1921 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 19 Oct 1921 p 3 
 

 
“Darlington (WI) Republican-Journal” Thursday 20 Oct 1921 p 1 
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Obituary of father John Stephenson – “Darlington (WI) Democrat” Thursday 27 Oct 1921 p 1 

 
Mother: 
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His mother’s sister Alice Morton had lived with the family in the 1910 census - “Shullsburg (WI) Pick 

& Gad” Thursday 21 Apr 1921 p 4 
 
 
 
 

Brothers: 
 

 
Birth of his twin brothers Guy Morton Stephenson & Harold Stephenson, on 2 Mar 1896 in 

Darlington, Lafayette WI – Harold dies on 14 Jul 1896 & Guy on 18 Nov 1970 – “Darlington (WI) 
Democrat” Thursday 5 Mar 1896 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Guy Morton Stephenson (1896-1970) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 19 Nov 

1970 p 18 
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WI death record of Harold Stephenson, twin of Guy Morton – died of dysentery at age 4 months – 

Find A Grave 247534758 
 

          
 
 
Name:  George Ray Stephenson 
Name variations:  buried as Ray  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - sergeant 
Serial number:  251,000 
Entered service from:  Darlington, Columbia WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George Ray Stephenson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Stephenson, Arlington WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George R. Stephenson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Stephenson, Arlington WI (cpl, Co B, 107 Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Ray Stephenson - b. 25 Dec 1892 Darlington 
WI; res: 260 Park St., Kenosha WI. Single. Embaler, N.P. Mischler, 260 Park St., Kenosha WI. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “Has enlisted.” Tall & slender.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  5030 - 22nd Ave., Kenosha WI 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as George Ray Stephenson - b. 25 Dec 1892 Darlington 
WI; res: 5134 – 18th Ave., Kenosha WI. NOK Mrs. Martha Stephenson, same address. “scar over 
bridge of nose” – Employed by Simmons Mfg. Co., Kenosha WI. Height: 5’11” – 175 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Wells St., Darlington WI 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. B, 107th Supply Train, 32nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   25 Dec 1892 Darlington, Lafayette WI  
Died: 23 Nov 1967 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI   
Find A Grave record: 113555000 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Cemetery:  Sunset Ridge Memorial Park 
Tombstone: not pictured: inscription: Wisconsin Sgt Co B 107 Supply Tn WWI – buried as Ray 
Stephenson 
 
Father: John Stephenson, 11 Nov 1862 Benton, Lafayette WI – 17 Oct 1921 Darlington, 
Lafayette WI. Son of George Stephenson & Margaret Drummond.  Died of pneumonia. 
Buried in Union Grove Cemetery, Darlington, Lafayette WI. 
Find A Grave:  130944423 
 
Mother: Mary Jane (“Jennie”) Morton Stephenson, 1870 New Diggings, Lafayette WI – 3 Dec 
1936 Lafayette Co. WI. Daughter of John Morton & Phoebe Raine. Buried in Union Grove 
Cemetery, Darlington, Lafayette WI. 
Find A Grave:  130944427 
Parents’ marriage:  11 Nov 1891 
 
Spouse: Martha M. Mielke Stephenson, 4 Jun 1892 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 2 Dec 1982 
Madison, Dane WI (in St. Mary Hospital). Daughter of Karl Edward Mielke (d. 21 Jul 1932) & 
Johanna Kruger (b. 9 Jun 1855 Pommern – 13 Aug 1943 Kenosha WI0. Buried in Sunset 
Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 113554999  
Marriage: 12 Apr 1922 Janesville, Rock WI 
 
Children: 

• John Winfield Stephenson, 9 Aug 1923 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 15 May 2015 Woodland 
Hills, Los Angeles CA. Actor & one of the busiest voice artists in the 1950s & 1960s. Was a 
student at Northwestern University when the US entered WWII. John enlisted in the US 
Army Air Corps. After the war, he moved to Hollywood CA & worked in radio, TV & motion 
pictures. He died from Alzheimer’s disease; his body was cremated. – John Winfield 
Stephenson, age 31, married on 5 Feb 1955 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Jeane Elaine Irwin, age 
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25, daughter of Thomas E. Irwin & Marie C. Hansen, who survived him. They had a son & 
daughter. F: 146636593 

• Roger Walter Stephenson, 28 Jan 1925 Darlington, Lafayette WI – 21 Feb 1978 Madison, 
Dane WI. Husband of Fay Renette Flodstrom (1928-2019, F: 204113516) whom he married 
3 Sep 1949. Buried in Lakeview Lutheran Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 175602555 

 
Siblings:  

• Guy Morton Stephenson, 2 Mar 1896 Darlington, Lafayette WI – 18 Nov 1970 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. Twin of Harold. Married 18 Sep 1943 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI married Lois 
Jane Kleist (1903-1980, F: 216522251). Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. F: 206671571 

• Harold Stephenson, 2 Mar 1896 Darlington, Lafayette WI – 14 Jul 1896 Darlington, Lafayette 
WI. Twin of Guy. Died at 4 months old of dysentery. Buried in Union Grove Cemetery, 
Darlington, Lafayette WI. F: 247534758 

• Homer Albert Stephenson, 6 Sep 1900 Darlington, Lafayette WI – 26 Sep 1985 Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA. Husband of Ethel Hanson (1903 UT – 1994 CA, F: 78719244) whom he 
married in 1930. Buried in Inglewood Park Cemetery, Inglewood, Los Angeles CA. F; 
78086585 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 390-03-8893 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Darlington, Lafayette WI  
John Stephenson, 37 WI, Nov 1862, father b. England, mother b. Scotland, married 9 years, 
stock buyer 
Mary J., 30 WI, Apr 1870, father b. England, mother b. WI, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are 
living 
Ray G., 7 WI, Dec 1892 
Guy M., 6 WI, Mar 1894 
 
1905 WI state census – Darlington, Lafayette WI 
John Stephenson, 41 WI, father b. England, mother b. Scotland, land agent 
Jennie M., 35 WI, father b. England, mother b. America 
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Ray G., 12 WI 
Guy M., 9 WI 
Homer A., 4 WI 
 
1910 Darlington, Lafayette WI – Avon Rd. 
John Stephenson, 47 WI, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, real estate 
agent, farm land 
Mary J., 39 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3 
are living 
George R., 17 WI 
Guy M., 14 WI 
Homer A., 9 WI 
& sister-in-law Alice C. Morton, 17 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, single 
 
1920 Darlington, Lafayette WI 
John Stephenson, 37 WI, father b. England, mother b. Scotland 
Jennie, 49 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI 
Ray G., 27 WI 
Guy M., 23 WI 
Homer E., 19 WI 
[all the sons are single – occupations for all: “none”] 
 
1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 1916 – 50th St. 
Ray G. Stephenson, 37 WI, parents b. WI, age 29 at 1st marriage, foreman, bed & furniture 
factory, veteran status left blank for all entries on this page 
Martha, 37 WI, parents b. Germany, age 29 at 1st marriage, machine operator, bed & 
furniture factory 
John, 6 WI 
Roger, 5 WI 
& servant for a private family Jessie Burrington, 24 WI 
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 5030 – 22nd Ave. – same place in 1935 
Roy Stephenson, 48 WI, laborer, furniture factory 
Martha, 48 WI 
John, 16 WI 
Rogers, 15 WI 
& mother-in-law Johanna Mielke, 84 Germany, widow 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1029 E. Idaho St. 
G. Ray Stephenson, 57 WI, club manager, Red Arrow Club 
Martha B., 57 WI 
 
 
 


