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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Stephens, Ewing William 
1887 PA – 1948 WA 
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  Ewing William Stephens – Find A Grave 108426931 
 
 

 
Ewing William Stephens – University of Washington 1912, junior class treasurer -  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/112932603/person/150176201503/media/81f5aead-0703-4c57-9ecf-
986bc5aafca3?_phsrc=hFB59428&_phstart=successSource 
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Ewing William Stephens - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/20905493-2698-43e8-8746-
793883400cba?_phsrc=hFB59427&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/20905493-2698-43e8-8746-793883400cba?_phsrc=hFB59427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/20905493-2698-43e8-8746-793883400cba?_phsrc=hFB59427&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/20905493-2698-43e8-8746-793883400cba?_phsrc=hFB59427&_phstart=successSource
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Captioned: Eleanor apparently standing back left), Ruth (apparently standing back right), Ewing 
(seated, left) & mother Minerva Stephens (seated right) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/4a0cc876-9bc6-4aa4-8683-
30844e9d5c24?_phsrc=hFB59429&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/4a0cc876-9bc6-4aa4-8683-30844e9d5c24?_phsrc=hFB59429&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/4a0cc876-9bc6-4aa4-8683-30844e9d5c24?_phsrc=hFB59429&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36263892028/media/4a0cc876-9bc6-4aa4-8683-30844e9d5c24?_phsrc=hFB59429&_phstart=successSource
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Ewing William Stephens at right – caption indicates his gray horse died in battle after the photo was 

taken – ca. 1918, France - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/29fe61bb-6425-4651-984e-

ca31e6dc7654?_phsrc=hFB59430&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/29fe61bb-6425-4651-984e-ca31e6dc7654?_phsrc=hFB59430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/29fe61bb-6425-4651-984e-ca31e6dc7654?_phsrc=hFB59430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/29fe61bb-6425-4651-984e-ca31e6dc7654?_phsrc=hFB59430&_phstart=successSource
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Ewing William Stephens – ca. 1918, France - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/86292b87-5c93-4542-ba0f-
979c06e56f8e?_phsrc=hFB59431&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/86292b87-5c93-4542-ba0f-979c06e56f8e?_phsrc=hFB59431&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/86292b87-5c93-4542-ba0f-979c06e56f8e?_phsrc=hFB59431&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12814965/person/-176567297/media/86292b87-5c93-4542-ba0f-979c06e56f8e?_phsrc=hFB59431&_phstart=successSource
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Descendant of Revolutionary War soldier https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/313801:2204 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/313801:2204
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/313801:2204
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SSNM-
V?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RP-TV6Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SSNM-V?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RP-TV6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M4-SSNM-V?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7RP-TV6Z
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WA death record – page 695 on FamilySearch.org - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DYNW-ZGT?i=694 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
High school news: “Sunnyside (WA) Daily Sun-News” Friday 30 Nov 1906 p 4 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DYNW-ZGT?i=694
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 19 Jan 1906 p 6 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 14 Jun 1911 p 11 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 13 Oct 1911 p 3 
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The blond mustache of Ewing William Stephens makes the news – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 

Friday 17 Nov 1911 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 27 Dec 1911 p 8 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 5 Mar 1912 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 10 Dec 1912 p 2 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 24 Jun 1912 p 17 

 
 
 
 

 
Real estate transfer – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 22 Sep 1914 p 15 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 7 Oct 1914 p 3 
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Spelling bee judge – “Clearwater (ID) Republican” Friday 5 May 1916 p 1 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 20 Oct 1916 p 12 

 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 15 Jul 1917 p 10 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 27 Jul 1917 p 11 
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Selected for Officers’ Camp – “Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Friday 10 Aug 1917 p 3 
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“Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Saturday 11 Aug 1917 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 31 Dec 1917 p 10 

 

 
“Los Angeles (CA) Times” Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 15 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 18 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 12 Aug 1918 p 7 –  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/568611227/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/568611227/
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 10 Jul 1919 p 8 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/562261664/ 
 
 

 
“Nezperce Herald” (Nez Perce ID) Thursday 23 Oct 1919 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 14 Mar 1921 p 7 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 12 Nov 1921 p 7 

 

 
“Clearwater (ID) Republican” Friday 13 Jan 1922 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 14 Nov 1925 p 12 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 13 Aug 1929 p 23 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 22 Jun 1934 p 8 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 3 Aug 1938 p 17 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 18 Apr 1941 p 6  
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Monday 21 Apr 1941 p 9 

 



34 
 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 27 Jul 1942 p 3 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 23 Nov 1944 p 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
WA marriage record of Ewing William Stephens & Josephine Margaret Kauffman – married 10 Jun 

1922 in Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/17796380_33882562-895a-
4427-8556-663f8e91b09e?pId=1051967815 

 

 
Linked only to Josephine Margaret Kuaffman Stephens (woman holding the baby) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/72808334/person/300166722012/media/76a7cfe7-c122-40dd-8017-cbd90bb3fc04 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/17796380_33882562-895a-4427-8556-663f8e91b09e?pId=1051967815
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/17796380_33882562-895a-4427-8556-663f8e91b09e?pId=1051967815
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/72808334/person/300166722012/media/76a7cfe7-c122-40dd-8017-cbd90bb3fc04
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/72808334/person/300166722012/media/76a7cfe7-c122-40dd-8017-cbd90bb3fc04
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“Union Bulletin” - https://www.union-bulletin.com/local_columnists/in_times_past/laundryman-
civic-leader-and-philanthropist-expands-his-enterprises/article_7e2e01d0-be35-11eb-b402-

4fbeb5dd8fae.html 
 
 
 

Children: 

 
Son John William Stephens (1926-2005) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/646293/person/1630082769/media/342591e7-7ffe-4702-a56a-a569a5536152 
 

https://www.union-bulletin.com/local_columnists/in_times_past/laundryman-civic-leader-and-philanthropist-expands-his-enterprises/article_7e2e01d0-be35-11eb-b402-4fbeb5dd8fae.html
https://www.union-bulletin.com/local_columnists/in_times_past/laundryman-civic-leader-and-philanthropist-expands-his-enterprises/article_7e2e01d0-be35-11eb-b402-4fbeb5dd8fae.html
https://www.union-bulletin.com/local_columnists/in_times_past/laundryman-civic-leader-and-philanthropist-expands-his-enterprises/article_7e2e01d0-be35-11eb-b402-4fbeb5dd8fae.html
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/646293/person/1630082769/media/342591e7-7ffe-4702-a56a-a569a5536152
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/646293/person/1630082769/media/342591e7-7ffe-4702-a56a-a569a5536152
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Marriage of son John William Stephens to wife Elizabeth Marie Schulz on 27 Jan 1951 in Seattle, 

King WA - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/85364719_91a06a39-
5952-40a3-b927-7309059473cd?pId=916033 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/85364719_91a06a39-5952-40a3-b927-7309059473cd?pId=916033
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/85364719_91a06a39-5952-40a3-b927-7309059473cd?pId=916033
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Wedding of daughter Elizabeth Jean (Betty) Stephens Martin (1924-2007) – 16 Jul 1945 Pierce Co. 

WA - Find A Grave 95955642 
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WA wedding record -Howard John Martin & Elizabeth Jean Stephens –  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3560369:2378 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3560369:2378
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“Walla Walla (W) Union Bulletin” 18 Jul 1945 p 7 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8378/images/NEWS-WA-
WA_WA_UN_BU.1945_07_18_0007?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=495699975 

 
Parents: 
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Fayette Co. PA marriage record of parents - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-143314-
90?pId=2782213 

 
Father: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-143314-90?pId=2782213
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-143314-90?pId=2782213
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VA death record of father William Ellsworth Stephens - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C95D-93ZH-

C?cc=2377565&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVYL-MF5W 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C95D-93ZH-C?cc=2377565&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVYL-MF5W
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C95D-93ZH-C?cc=2377565&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVYL-MF5W
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Father William Ellsworth Stephens - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910916/media/b0d3bc64-8d0c-40f2-9806-
742acaabb40d?_phsrc=hFB59457&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Davenport WA news: “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 3 Sep 1901 p 3 

 
 

 
Father runs for election for state representative – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 11 

Aug 1910 p 7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910916/media/b0d3bc64-8d0c-40f2-9806-742acaabb40d?_phsrc=hFB59457&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910916/media/b0d3bc64-8d0c-40f2-9806-742acaabb40d?_phsrc=hFB59457&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910916/media/b0d3bc64-8d0c-40f2-9806-742acaabb40d?_phsrc=hFB59457&_phstart=successSource
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 19 Aug 1910 p 16 
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“Spokane (WA) Press” Thursday 10 Nov 1910 p 2 

 
Father as represenative in WA legislature – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Monday 9 Jan 1911 p 2 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Tuesday 7 Feb 1911 p 2 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 17 Apr 1913 p 13 

 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2201276:61157 

 

 
Death of mother Minerva  Sharpless Patterson Stephens – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Tuesday 29 Apr 1952 p 16 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2201276:61157
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Minerva Sharpless Patterson Stephens – left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910918/media/0a23f877-fed9-44e7-9da8-
f8339cebea62?_phsrc=hFB59449&_phstart=successSource and right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910918/media/fd96ed0f-1781-450c-89f9-

bb45817aad28?_phsrc=hFB59450&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910918/media/0a23f877-fed9-44e7-9da8-f8339cebea62?_phsrc=hFB59449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910918/media/0a23f877-fed9-44e7-9da8-f8339cebea62?_phsrc=hFB59449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36262910918/media/0a23f877-fed9-44e7-9da8-f8339cebea62?_phsrc=hFB59449&_phstart=successSource


53 
 

 

 
Eleanor Gertrude Sharpless Stevens (1892-1979) – Oregon State Librarian, 1941-1958 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/620af64a-70c9-4e93-a820-

1a48b17599d4?_phsrc=hFB59434&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/620af64a-70c9-4e93-a820-1a48b17599d4?_phsrc=hFB59434&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/620af64a-70c9-4e93-a820-1a48b17599d4?_phsrc=hFB59434&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/620af64a-70c9-4e93-a820-1a48b17599d4?_phsrc=hFB59434&_phstart=successSource
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Eleanor Gertrude Sharpless Stevens - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/65d931b4-6c4c-4b04-b614-
712bfd6e54c9?_phsrc=hFB59435&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/65d931b4-6c4c-4b04-b614-712bfd6e54c9?_phsrc=hFB59435&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/65d931b4-6c4c-4b04-b614-712bfd6e54c9?_phsrc=hFB59435&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/72455973/person/36481388138/media/65d931b4-6c4c-4b04-b614-712bfd6e54c9?_phsrc=hFB59435&_phstart=successSource
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Saturday 27 Sep 1958 p 6 
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Saturday 4 Oct 1958 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 



57 
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Eleanor Gertrude Sharpless Stevens – passport application 22 May 1922 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/644732:1174?tid=72808334&pid=38385398285&queryId=9b5e2d86c4c2f780531250

7bd08199d3&_phsrc=hFB59436&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/644732:1174?tid=72808334&pid=38385398285&queryId=9b5e2d86c4c2f7805312507bd08199d3&_phsrc=hFB59436&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/644732:1174?tid=72808334&pid=38385398285&queryId=9b5e2d86c4c2f7805312507bd08199d3&_phsrc=hFB59436&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/644732:1174?tid=72808334&pid=38385398285&queryId=9b5e2d86c4c2f7805312507bd08199d3&_phsrc=hFB59436&_phstart=successSource
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Birth of brother Stephens – 12 Jan 1889 IA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJP4-

SKM3 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LTMB-KTC 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJP4-SKM3
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJP4-SKM3
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IA delayed birth certificate of sister Ruth Elizabeth Stephens Difani (1898-1986) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715024_01665?pId=15022
7271 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715024_01665?pId=150227271
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715024_01665?pId=150227271
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Ruth Elizabeth Stephens Difani - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/72808334/person/38327524743/media/aa08f664-6f44-4bfe-a701-57bff5c6b591 
 
    
Name:  Ewing William Stephens 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps – 2nd lieutenant 
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Riverside, Riverside CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ewing Wm. Stephens 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Minerva Stephens, 326 W. 7th St.,  Riverside CA 
Returned from war on: "America" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ewing E. Stephens 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Minerva E. Stephens, 326 W. 7th St., Riverside CA 
(1st lt, HQ Co, 122nd F.A.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ewing William Stephens - b. 28 Jun 1887 Brownsville 
PA; res: 216 Fourth, Lewiston, Nez Perce ID. Single. Lawyer & dept. clerk of District Court, Nez 
Perce Co. ID, at Lewiston, Nez Perce ID. Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ewing William Stephens - b. 29 Jun 1887 Brownsville 
PA; res: 211 N. Clinton St., Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. Mailing address: Box 758, Walla Walla 
WA. NOK Josephine K. Stephens, same address. Employed by Tausick & Kauffman, Valley Fruit Co., 
704-706, Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. Height: 6’4” – 226 lbs. [Eugene Tausick’s business partner 
is Jacob John Kauffman, Ewing’s father-in-law] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  no serial number listed  
Enlisted:  27 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  not recorded 
Address:  211 N. Clinton St., Walla Walla WA 
Rank/unit:    1st lieutenant, Field Artillery 
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Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Jun 1887 Brownsville, Fayette PA  
Died: 29 May 1948 Walla Walla WA   
Find A Grave record: 108426931 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA 
Cemetery:  Mountain View 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William Ellsworth Stephens, 16 Apr 1866 Redstone, Fayette PA – 20 Jul 1954 
Bedford, Bedford VA. Son of Nathaniel Stephens & Hannah Price. Elected to the WA 
legislature in Nov 1910; apparently served only one term. In the 1920 census, he lives in 
Riverside, Riverside CA & lists himself as married. Minerva also lives in the same 
city/county/state but at a different address. Divorced at the time of his death.  Died in the 
Elks Rest Home. His tombstone is inscribed as a member of the Riverside CA Lodge No. 
643, BPOE [the Elks].  Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Bedford, Bedford VA. 
Find A Grave:  101240865 
 
Mother: Minerva Sharpless (Minnie) Patterson Stephens, 8 Jun 1864 Redstone, Fayette PA – 
26 Apr 1952 Riverside, Riverside CA. Daughter of William R. Patterson & Edith Craft. In the 
1920 census, Minerva lives in Riverside, Riverside CA & lists herself as married. William 
also lives in the same city/county/state but at a different address. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Josephine Margaret Kauffman Stephens, 24 Feb 1896 Walla Walla, Walla Walla 
WA – 25 Sep 1978 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. Daughter of John Jacob (“Jake”) Kauffman 
(1869-1940, F: 70700026) & Stella May Butler (1870-1968, F: 70700123). Buried in 
Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  108427117 
Marriage: 10 Jun 1922 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. First marriage for both. He was a 
lawyer, she a supervisor of music. 
 
Children: 

• Elizabeth Jean (“Betty”) Stephens Difani, 28 Jan 1924 Lewiston, Nez Perce ID – 11 May 2007 
Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA. Married 16 Jul 1945 in Pierce Co. WA to Howard John Martin 
(1924-2008, F: 96288238). Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla 
WA. F; 95955642 

• John William Stephens, 28 May 1926 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA – 11 Apr 2005 
Wilsonville, Clackamas OR. SSN 534-12-8931. Married 27 Jan 1951 in Seattle, King WA to 
Elizabeth Marie (“Bz”) Schulz (182-2014). They divorced ca. 1951 or 1958 (records differ). – 
Married 26 Dec 1976 in Reno, Clark NV to Lucinda Lee Campbell. – Married 19 Jan 1991 in 
Reno, Clark NV to an unnamed spouse. – Married 6 Jun 1995 in Reno, Clark NV to Louise 
Evans. Was married to Dolores at the time of his death. 

 
Siblings:  
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• Male Stephens, b. 12 Jan 1889 Des Moines township, Dallas Co. IA. Dead by the 1900 
census, conducted 5 Jun 1900.  

• Eleanor Gertrude Sharpless Stephens, 23 Jan 1892 Churdan, Greene IA – 29 May 1979 
Woodland, Yolo CA. SSN 564-54-8746. Librarian. Died with surname Stephens. 

• Ruth Elizabeth Stephens Difani, 24 Sep 1898 Sheldon, O’Brien IA – 15 Apr 1986 Riverside, 
Riverside CA. SSN 569-56-9537. Married 2 Jan 1920 in Riverside Co. CA to Leonard Joseph 
Difani (1894-1987, F: 582415), a lawyer. They had 5 children. Buried in Riverside National 
Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA. F: 582416 

 
Notes:  
Through his mother Minerva Patterson, Ewing is descended from Revolutionary War soldier 
William Patterson (1732-1800), who served in Captain James Cowden’s 4th Battalion of 
Lancaster Co. PA. He was confined on the prison ship “Jersey” for a time. William’s 
brothers James & Peter Patterson also served in the Revolutionary War.  
 
The British incarcerated men & boys in ships anchored in New York harbor from 1776-
1783. The most notorious was the “Jersey” – which was nicknamed “Hell.” At least 11,000 
Americans died on the “Jersey” during the war, a number far greater than the 
approximately 4,500 American men who died in combat. There were only 1,400 survivors 
from the “Jersey.” 
 
Pre-war: 
 
"Spokane (WA) Chronicle" Tuesday, 5 Mar 1912 p 1 – At the U of WA Seattle, a group led by Ewing 
Stephens & 4 other Spokane seniors, he of the 1912 law class of U of WA, want no caps & gowns for 
spring graduation. Ewing is president of the University Law Association & says caps & gowns are a 
"relic of the intellectual aristocracy" " 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" Monday, 31 Dec 1917 p 10 - visited Lewiston ID, 
commissioned officer after officers' reserve training camp in Presidio, San Francisco, formerly 
deputy clerk of district court of Nez Perce County 
 
“Los Angeles Times" Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 15 - Mrs. W.E. Stephens, Riverside CA, mother of 
Ewing, rec'd a letter about his experiences, 1 of last to leave, lifeboat useless as rope broke, was on 
way to France for active field artillery training  
 
"Spokane (WA) Chronicle" Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 18 - former "Chronicle" carrier when boy, wrote 
to mother Mrs. W.E. Stephens at Riverside CA 4 days after sinking, lt. in F.A., U of WA graduate, 
talking to young Scot (who died) who was pointing to map & saying would be there in 45 minutes 
when torpedo hit, went to stateroom to check on ill man & put on overcoat, waited about 1 hr. but 
seemed much longer until destroyer came went hand-over-hand down side of ship when 
destroyer "started" & he let loose & dropped down, catching his knees over the destroyer's edge & 
just missed being crushed between 2 ships. British Army men in N. part Ireland & "noble fellows" on 
destroyers praised 



66 
 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 8 - of Lewiston ID, 
2nd Lt. Field Artillery, letter to friends, landed by destroyer on N. coast of Ireland, treated royally by 
British officers, praised British Army, Navy & American Red Cross, he lost $750 of equipment & is 
borrowing money from Red Cross to re-equip 
 
“Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review” Monday 12 Aug 1918 p 7 - lt., resigned as deputy 
clerk of district court, now at front in France 
 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 10 Jul 1919 p 8 - back from France, spoke at Gamma Eta 
Kappa banquet, fatalities due to accidents after torpedo, in lifeboats & on Islay  
 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" 4 Jan 1921 p 6 – Stephens severed his 
association with attorney E.A. Cox & opened an office in the Lewiston (ID) National Bank building. 
Graduate of the U of WA. Was a lieutenant in WWI. Before the war was a clerk of Nez Perce Co. 
district court. 
 
“Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman Review” Friday 14 Nov 1925 p 12 – Stephens of Walla 
Walla WA, a veteran who is a member of the Rotary Club, gave speech to them asking for tolerance 
for veterans. The American Legion should be helped to care for mutilated, wounded, ill veterans. 
He reported discipline on the Tuscania was good except the commander of the troops left in the 1st 
lifeboat (the 1 with women). Lifebelts hit men in the jaw & broke their necks. Some died of 
hypothermia. The lifeboat apparatus didn't work right so this led to inspections  
 
“Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman Review” Friday 18 Apr 1941 p 6 - Superior Court judge 
ruled unwitnessed codicil to will of John Jacob Kauffman, pioneer Walla Walla merchant who died 
19 Jan 1940, is not valid. In it, Kauffman willed his Valley Fruit Co. stock to his son-in-law, Ewing 
Stephens. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Davenport, Lincoln WA 
William Stephens, 34 PA, Apr 1866, parents b. PA, married 14 years, abstractor 
Minerva, 34 PA, Jun 1865, parents b. PA, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Ewing W., 12 PA, Jun 1887, in school 
Ellinore, 8 IA, Jan 1892, in school 
Ruth, 2 IA, Sep 1897 
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1910 Spokane, Spokane WA – 1703 Crescent Ave. 
William Stephens, 45 PA, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, salesman, real estate 
Minerva, 46 PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Ewing W., 22 PA, student 
Eleanor, 18 IA 
Ruth, 12 IA 
 
1920 Lewiston, Nez Perce ID 
Ewing W. Stephens, 32 PA, parents b. PA, single, lawyer, general practice, lodger 
His name appears on line 53. A note says it connects to line 43. That is also for a lodger. 
The pages are full of entries separated from their origins and full of notes. 
 
1920 Riverside, Riverside CA – his mother & sister Ruth & her husband 
Minerva P. Stephens, 55 PA, parents b. PA, married, manager, apartment house [head of 
household] 
The next entry on the page is for her married daughter, Ruth Elizabeth Stephens Difani: 
Leonard J. Difani, 25 CA, father b. MO, mother b. England, lawyer, office, general [head of 
household] 
Ruth E. Difani, 22 IA, parents b. PA [wife] 
 
1920 Riverside, Riverside CA – Main St. 
William E. Stephens, 53 PA, parents b. PA, married, real estate, office [head of household] 
 
1930 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA – 628 University 
Ewing W. Stephens, 42 PA, parents b. PA, age 34 at 1st marriage, manager, fruit company, 
WWI veteran 
Josephine K., 34 WA, father b. IA, mother b. WA, age 36 at 1st marriage 
Elizabeth J., 6 ID 
John W., 3 WA 
 
1940 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA – 215 Clinton St. – in same house in 1935 
Ewing Stephens, 52 PA, manager, W&R fruit & fuel 
Josephine K., 44 WA 
Betty, 16 ID 
John W., 13 WA 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – N. Commonwealth Ave. – his mother & sister – same 
place in 1935 
Eleanor S. Stephens, 48 IA, librarian, county, library 
Minera, 75 PA, widow [mother] 
 
1950 Walla Walla, Walla Walla WA – 211 N. Clinton - Ewing is dead 
Josephine K. Stephens, 54 WA, widow, executive, retail, wood, coal & ice 
John, 23 WA, executive, retail fuel [son] 
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