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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
  

TUSCANIA 
 

Staples, William Franklin 
1892 MA – 1947 RI 

 
 

 

 

 
Note name of father, his occupation & his place of birth are “unknown when registering the 

birth of twins William Franklin & Albert E. “Thorp” in Taunton MA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40400_274579-

00971?pId=45797786 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40400_274579-00971?pId=45797786
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2495/images/40400_274579-00971?pId=45797786
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“Boston Globe” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Disappeared Thursday, 23 Dec 1926 - “Boston Globe” Friday 31 Dec 1926 p 2 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Obituary of mother-in-law Mary E. Macomber – “Boston Globe” Thursday 5 Jan 1924 p 21  

 
 
 

             
Children: 
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Daughter Shirley Staples Johnson Mackedon (1927-2014) – Find A Grave 196549435 

 

 
Son Edward Franklin Staples (1932-2003) – Find A Grave 72763832 
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Daughter Beverly Frances Staples (1934-2018) & 1st husband, Richard Lee Haag - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83440212/person/34482870469/media/390a2936-db59-

49ed-a450-fa752e4a4f55?_phsrc=hFB59046&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ma/raynham/madeline-e-pereira-5529171 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/southofboston-enterprise/name/madeline-
pereira-obituary?id=20532912 
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Obituary of daughter Joan E. Staples LaFerriere Kyne – “Miami (FL) Herald” Thursday 21 

Feb 2008 p 345 
 



10 
 

 

 

 
WHO IS THIS? – “Miami (FL) News” Sunday 8 Apr 1956 p 45 
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“Miami (FL) News” Sunday 27 Nov 1955 p 54 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139404-

00256?pId=14119761 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139404-00256?pId=14119761
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2511/images/41262_b139404-00256?pId=14119761
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Is this his mother – and husband Fred S. (?) Alden – “Fitchburg (MA) Sentinel” Tuesday 29 Nov 1892 

p 6 
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Is this his mother? – “Boston Globe” Monday 22 Jun 1914 p 3 

 
Frederick Clinton Alden 
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MA death record of Frederick Clinton Alden, divorced, from influenza - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/661271:2101 
 

 
MA birth record of Frederick Clinton Alden - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/233692:61401 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/661271:2101
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/233692:61401
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/233692:61401
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Marriage of Fred C. Alden & Ida J. Thorp 8 Sep 1873 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6739658:2511 
 

Albert Warren Staples: 
 

 
Albert Warren Staples, born Taunton MA, 30 Mar 1846 - MA birth record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/379768:61401 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/379768:61401
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MA death record of Albert Warren Staples, labeled a widower, in the Hazelton Hotel, Taunton, 

Bristol MA, of “some defect of the circulatory and nervous systems” - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/463110:2101?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=h
FB58924&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/463110:2101?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58924&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/463110:2101?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58924&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/463110:2101?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58924&_phstart=successSource
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Albert Warren Staples’s father Benjamin Franklin Staples, bequeaths his piano in his 11 Nov 1898 
will to his daughter-in-law Ida Jane Staples & all his property to his son Albert Warren Staples, with 
$1 each to grandchildren, William Edward Staples, Frederick Nelson Staples & Ida Bradford Staples 

- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7590474:9069?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=

hFB58926&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7590474:9069?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7590474:9069?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7590474:9069?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsrc=hFB58926&_phstart=successSource
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Taunton MA city directory 1910 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/541035495:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=485118248b2d9cca4f2283e81ca7ac1a&_phsr
c=hFB58927&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings (half, full, etc.): 
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Birth of James Frederick Alden (1874-1875) in Abington, Plymouth MA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/26582454:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7

&_phsrc=hFB58990&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Death of James Frederick Alden of cholera infantum - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7017983:2101 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26582454:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58990&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26582454:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58990&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26582454:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58990&_phstart=successSource
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Veteran headstone application of Edward Clinton Allen (1876-1931) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_04
05-02681?pId=1417895 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0405-02681?pId=1417895
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0405-02681?pId=1417895
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IN death record of Edward Clinton Allen – died of peritonitis in the Hotel English, 

Indianapolis, Marion IN - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351240-

01744?treeid=10868968&personid=24219202966&hintid=&queryId=93f6f3a8646d3dd333f
47c5538ae15b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58932&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=t

rue&pId=3700023 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351240-01744?treeid=10868968&personid=24219202966&hintid=&queryId=93f6f3a8646d3dd333f47c5538ae15b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58932&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3700023
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351240-01744?treeid=10868968&personid=24219202966&hintid=&queryId=93f6f3a8646d3dd333f47c5538ae15b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58932&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3700023
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351240-01744?treeid=10868968&personid=24219202966&hintid=&queryId=93f6f3a8646d3dd333f47c5538ae15b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58932&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3700023
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351240-01744?treeid=10868968&personid=24219202966&hintid=&queryId=93f6f3a8646d3dd333f47c5538ae15b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58932&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3700023
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Obituaries of Edward Clinton Alden – left: “Indianapolis (IN) Times” Wednesday 5 Aug 1931 

p 8 and right: “Indianapolis (IN) Star” Wednesday 5 Aug 1931 p 10  
 
 

 

 
MA birth record of Ida F. Alden Dewhurst (1878-1929) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3213641:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=16bec62ec22f0312023ad03464cbf936&_phsrc=hFB58921&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/3213641:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=16bec62ec22f0312023ad03464cbf936&
_phsrc=hFB58921&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
MA death record of Ida Alden Dewhurst (listed as Allen) in Taunton in 1929 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/615472:3659?tid=69926946&pid=42552183592&queryId=d7690f99c4debf8

c927ba26f2719a2d2&_phsrc=hFB58939&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Marriage of Cordelia Thomas Alden/Staples (1884-1910) to Joseph Bernard Boehme on 25 

Nov 1908 – “Boston Globe” Thursday 26 Nov 1908 p 14  
 

 
MA birth record of Cordelia Thomas Alden - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5062/images/41262_b139311-
00186?pId=4185740 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3213641:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=16bec62ec22f0312023ad03464cbf936&_phsrc=hFB58921&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3213641:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=16bec62ec22f0312023ad03464cbf936&_phsrc=hFB58921&_phstart=successSource
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MA death record of Cordelia Thomas Alden Boehme (1884-1910) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60476751:2101 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60476751:2101
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MA death record of Cordelia Thomas (Alden) Staples Boehme - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2101/images/41262_b140320-
00186?pId=489797 
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Wrong one? Divorce of Nellie Staples, who deserted Willliam D. Doucett – “Boston Post” 

Tuesday 15 Feb 1921 p 18 
 

 

  
MA birth record of Nellie May Alden - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/45787515:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=25216aaab50c672545f7ef4c9e05d606
&_phsrc=hFB58915&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45787515:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=25216aaab50c672545f7ef4c9e05d606&_phsrc=hFB58915&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45787515:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=25216aaab50c672545f7ef4c9e05d606&_phsrc=hFB58915&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45787515:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=25216aaab50c672545f7ef4c9e05d606&_phsrc=hFB58915&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2256349:2361 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MA birth record of brother Harry Clifford Alden (1888-1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255854:5062?tid=8640563&pid=172304365963&queryId=9604f01dd39736b135e69f2d7f786512&_phsrc=hFB58879&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/1255854:5062?tid=8640563&pid=172304365963&queryId=9604f01dd39736
b135e69f2d7f786512&_phsrc=hFB58879&_phstart=successSource  

 
 

 
Harry Clifford Alden born 14 Jan 1888 in Taunton MA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255854:5062 
 

 
Obituary of Joseph Henry (Alden) Staples – “Boston Globe” Thursday 26 Feb 1959 p 16  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255854:5062?tid=8640563&pid=172304365963&queryId=9604f01dd39736b135e69f2d7f786512&_phsrc=hFB58879&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255854:5062?tid=8640563&pid=172304365963&queryId=9604f01dd39736b135e69f2d7f786512&_phsrc=hFB58879&_phstart=successSource
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Birth & death on 2 Dec 1889 in Taunton, Bristol MA of stillborn son Alden of Frederick C. 

Alden & Ida Thorp - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12218268:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=c18b4cc31127d1b273f594a4033cc60e

&_phsrc=hFB58995&_phstart=successSource 
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WWI draft registration of William’s twin brother Albert E. Thorp Staples – note card is not 

signed - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17278280:6482 
 
 

 
Correct birthdate – 15 Sep – “Fall River (MA) Daily Evening News” Tuesday 10 Sep 1907 p 7  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17278280:6482
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“Fall River (MA) Daily Evening News” Thursday 12 Dec 1907 p 9 
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“Fall River (MA) Globe” Friday 10 Nov 1911 p 1  

 

 
“Fall River (MA) Evening Herald” Friday 10 Nov 1911 p 1 
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Find A Grave 197058838 
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Obituary of brother Benjamin Warren Staples (1893-1963) – “Boston Globe” Monday 21 Jan 
1963 p 23 
 
 

 

 
 

 



39 
 

 

 
Benjamin was born Benjamin Thorp, illegitimate, father unknown, both parents resided in 
Taunton MA & his father was a drill worker [in 1900, Albert Warren Staples’s occupation 
was drill-straightener] - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3529969:5062 
 
 

 
Birth & death on 8 Aug 1899 in Taunton, Bristol MA of stillborn Mary Staples - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12329361:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7
&_phsrc=hFB58989&_phstart=successSource  
 
 
Name:  William Franklin Staples 
Name variations:  birth surname Alden – or birth surname Thorp?  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,059 
Entered service from:  Taunton, Bristol MA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William F. Staples 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Edward Alden, 26 Godfrey St., Taunton MA 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William F. Staples 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Edward G. Alden, 26 Godfrey St., Taunton MA 
(pvt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 15 Sep 1892 Taunton MA; res: 12 Winslow, 
Plymouth MA. Single. Moulder, Plymouth Foundry Co. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as William Franklin Staples - b. 15 Sep 1892 Taunton 
MA; res: 24 Waverly St., Taunton, Bristol MA . NOK wife Arlene Staples, same address. 
Employed at Pilgrim Foundry Inc., Plymouth, Plymouth MA. Height: 5’6 ½” – 166 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  not listed 
Discharged:  19 Mar 1919 
Address:  68 Shores St., Taunton MA 
Rank/unit:   private, 158th Aero Squadron  
 
Birth & death: 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3529969:5062
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3529969:5062
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12329361:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58989&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12329361:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58989&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12329361:2495?tid=&pid=&queryId=d15aba63316dee96f38de0f5aeaba5b7&_phsrc=hFB58989&_phstart=successSource
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Born:  15 Sep 1892 Taunton, Bristol MA  
Died: 21 Jan 1947 Newport, Newport RI (Veterans Administration Master Index uses 21 Jun 
1947, but RI Deaths confirms 21 Jan)    
Find A Grave record: 91085224 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Taunton, Bristol MA 
Cemetery:  Mayflower Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Biological father: unknown name, occupation and birthplace on his MA birth record. He 
and his twin brother Albert E. are recorded with the surname Thorp, his mother’s maiden 
surname. 
 
His mother Ida Thorp’s 1st husband: 
Frederick Clinton (“Fred”) Alden, 6 May 1849 Bridgewater, Plymouth MA – 10 Feb 1905 
Foxboro, Norfolk MA. Son of James Sullivan (Russell) Alden (1807-1875) & Ann Edson 
Washburn (1810-1860).  Painter by occupation. 
Descendent of John Alden of the “Mayflower” - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/47458:3599 
Apparently divorced from Ida Thorp as her children, born before she marries Albert Staples 
in 1894, list no fathers and have the surname Thorp, her birth surname. 
His MA death record lists him as divorced. 
Fred is buried in Rock Hill Cemetery, Foxborough, Norfolk MA. 
Fred’s Find A Grave:  170947330 
Marriage of Frederick Clinton Alden & Ida Thorp: 8 Sep 1873 Abington, Plymouth MA 
Fred’s family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/7201709/person/954097305/facts 
 
His mother Ida Thorp’s 2nd husband: 
Albert Warren Staples, 30 Mar 1846 Taunton, Bristol MA – 10 Oct 1909 Taunton, Bristol MA. 
Son of Benjamin Franklin Staples & Delana A. Keene. His MA death certificate lists him as a 
widower. He was living in the Haselton Hotel in Taunton MA at the time of his death from 
“some defect of the circulatory and nervous systems.”  Buried in Mayflower Hill Cemetery, 
Taunton, Bristol MA. 
Find A Grave:  88879772 
Marriage of Albert Warren Staples & Ida Thorp: 25 Sep 1894 Taunton, Bristol MA (9 months 
after the birth of Benjamin Warren Alden) 
 
Mother: Ida Jane Thorp/Thorpe Alden Staples, 10 Feb 1855 Abington, Plymouth MA [also 
found as Whitman MA] – 17 Sep 1905 Taunton, Bristol MA. Daughter of Thomas H. 
Thorp/Thorpe & Cordelia W. Osborne.  
First married 8 Sep 1873 in Abington, Plymouth MA to Frederick Clinton Alden, 6 May 1849 
Bridgewater, Plymouth MA – 10 Feb 1905 Foxborough, Norfolk MA.  
Fred & Ida have some children, then she has several children whose fathers are 
“unknown” on their MA birth records & whose births are recorded with the surname Thorp.  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7201709/person/954097305/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7201709/person/954097305/facts
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On 25 Sep 1894 Ida J. Alden married Albert W. Staples. In the 1900 census, the couple 
claim to have been married 10 years. 
Buried in Mayflower Hill Cemetery, Taunton, Bristol MA. 
Find A Grave:  88880256 
 
? Spouse: Madeline A. Harvey Staples Rehill LaFerriere Teixiera Wanamaker, 6 Nov 1902 
[some MA official records report 1902, some 1903] Malden, Middlesex MA – 20 Dec 1974 
Monroe Co. FL. Daughter of James L. Harvey (1872-1943) & Sadie [also found as Sarah 
MacPherson] (1875-1949), both b. in Canada. Was married to Manuel (Manny) Teixiera. 
Was married to Chester Earle Wanamaker (1903-1966, F: 162660493), whom she divorced 
in 1952 in Monroe Co. FL.   
 
Spouse: Arlene Gertrude Macomber Staples, 19 May 1900 Bridgewater, Plymouth MA – 13 
Jun 1976 Fairhaven, Bristol MA. SSN 023-24-9366. Daughter of Arthur H. Macomber & Mary 
E. McDonald. Her parents are housing a boarder named William Franklin Staples in the 
1920 census of Taunton, Bristol MA. Buried in Mayflower Hill Cemetery, Taunton, Bristol 
MA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  91085357 
Marriage: ca. 1921 (Arlene, age 29, reports in the 1930 census that she was age 20 when 1 st 
married] 
 
If the 1930 census record is correct, who is wife Madeline E. Staples, age 27, b. MA – and 
children William F. Staples Jr., age 2, b. NY and daughter Madeline F., age zero, b. MA? 
 
Children: by Arlene Macomber 

• William Franklin Staples, 19 Jan 1928 Troy, Rensselaer NY – 27 Apr 2001 Kingston, Plymouth 
MA. SSN 025-22-8903. When he registered on 21 Jan 1946 for the WWII draft, he resided at 
9 West Ave., Plymouth, Plymouth MA & did not have a job. His NOK was his mother, Mrs. 
William F. Staples, of the same address.  

• Madeline Elita Staples Pereira, 10 Mar 1930 Brockton, Plymouth MA – 19 Aug 2012 Taunton, 
Bristol MA. Wife of John J. Pereira (1926-2017, F: 179003079). Her Find A Grave record 
reports she was the daughter of Madeline E. Staples Wanaker & William F. Staples & 
stepdaughter of C. Earle Wanaker. Raised in Brockton MA. Buried in Massachusetts 
National Cemetery, Bourne, Barnstable MA. F: 143156047 

 
Children: by Madeline Harvey 

• Shirley E. Staples Johnson Mackedon, 16 Jun 1927 Taunton, Bristol MA – 5 Nov 2014 
Brockton, Plymouth MA. Resident of Brockton MA in Apr 2003 (listed as Mackedon). Married 
to Walter W. Johnson. Married in 1948 in Taunton, Bristol MA to Robert G. Mackedon. 
Secretary for the Brockton Hospital plant maintenance department for over 32 years. 
Buried in Saint Mary’s Cemetery, Randolph, Norfolk MA. F: 196549435 

• Edward Franklin (“Eddie”) Staples, 22 Jun 1932 Taunton, Bristol MA – 2 Apr 2003 West 
Roxbury, Suffolk MA. Husband of Jean Frances Coelho (1938-1978, F: 91085452). Employed 
as a silversmith by Reed & Barton for 30 years.  US Army veteran of the Korean War. Buried 
in Massachusetts National Cemetery, Bourne, Barnstable MA. F: 72763832 
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• Beverly Frances Staples Haag Parkison, 29 Sep 1934 Taunton, Bristol MA – 25 Jul 2018 Fort 
Wayne, Allen IN. Married to Richard Lee Haag (1933 IN – 1981 IN, F: 48702021).  Beverly & 
Richard Haag divorced on 10 Mar 1988 in Lorain Co. OH. - Married to Gene Ray Parkison 
(1937 IN – 2020, F: 208788516). Buried in Covington Memorial Gardens, Fort Wayne, Allen 
IN. F: 191838869 

 
Child? Joan is identified as a sister in both the obituaries of “brother” Edward Franklini Staples & 
“sister” Beverly Staples Parkison & sister Shirley. Since her birth occurs during the timeframe when 
William’s children are being born to his wife Arlene Macomber Staples, her parentage has not been 
determined. 

• Joan Elizabeth Staples? LaFerriere Kyne, 4 Jul 1931 RI - 18 Feb 2008 FL, at age 76. SSN 266-
38-2025. Resident of FL in Apr 2003 when her brother Edward died (as LaFreniere) & a 
resident of Orlando FL in Jul 2018 when her sister Beverly died (listed as LaFerriere). Her 
surname is spelled Laferriere in her sister Shirley’s obituary. – Joan is listed as the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Edward LaFerriere when she marries James Patrick Kyne on 7 Apr 1956 
in Miami FL. Joan & James Kyne divorce 3 Jan 1977 in Miami-Dade Co. FL. James Patrick 
Kyne was born in 1931 & died in 2017. – Joseph Edward LaFerriere was born 10 Jun 1901 in 
Riverside RI & died 5 Apr 1985 in Dade Co. FL. At age 63, he had married Madeline M. Rehill, 
age 53, of Miami in Jan 1965.  

 
Half-siblings:  born to Ida Thorpe & Frederick Clinton Alden 

• James Frederick Alden, 5 May 1874 Abington, Plymouth MA – 1 Sep 1875 Abington, 
Plymouth MA. Died at age 1 year 3 months of cholera infantum.  

• Edward Clinton Alden, 14 Sep 1876 Middleborough, Plymouth MA – 3 Aug 1931 
Indianapolis, Marion IN. His MA birth record lists him as Eddy C. Alden. Retained the Alden 
surname. Served in the US Army as a private 7 Jul 1898-12 May 1899. When he registered 
for the WWI draft on 12 Sep 1918, Edward Alden was employed as an iron moulder at 
Boston Foundry Co., East Boston MA. He married Christine Isabelle MacDonald (1880-
1974) on 20 May 1900 in Taunton, Bristol MA. One of their sons, born 1902, was named 
Alfred Warren Alden. Died of peritonitis while in Indianapolis IN while on a tour as vice 
president of the International Moulders’ Union. Buried in Mayflower Hill Cemetery, Taunton, 
Bristol MA. F: 128519231 

• Ida F. Alden Dewhurst, 16 Aug 1878 OR Nov 1879 Taunton, Bristol MA – 1929 Taunton, 
Bristol MA. Her death date is erroneously reported on family trees as 21 Aug 1925, but her 
MA death record lists 1929. Ida F. Alden married George Thomas Dewhurst on 16 May 1896 
in Rhode Island. She named one of her sons Frederick Alden Dewhurst [her father Frederick 
Alden’s name]. In the 1900 census for Middleborough, Plymouth MA, Ida F. Dewhurst (21 
MA, b. Aug 1878) lived with husband George T. Dewhurst (27 MA).  In the 1910 census for 
Middleboro, Plymouth MA, George T. Dewhurst (33) & wife (Ida F. (30) had a son Elmer T. 
(10). In the 1920 census for Middleborough, Plymouth MA, Ida F. Dewhurst is a widow, living 
with sons Elmer F. & Frederick A. Dewhurst. George Thomas Dewhurst had died in 1917 in 
Middleborough, Plymouth MA.  

• Cordelia Thomas Alden [Staples] Boehme, 6 Sep 1884 Taunton, Bristol MA (Sep 1884 in 
1900 census) – 4 Aug 1910 Boston, Suffolk MA. She was baptized in the Catholic church. 
Married 25 Nov 1908 Middleboro MA to Joseph Bernard Boehme (b. 1883); the newspaper 
account of her marriage lists her as Miss Cordelia Staples. Their daughter Alma Boehme 
was born 25 Jun 1910 in Middleboro, Plymouth MA & Cordelia died 1 month later. 
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• Nellie May Alden [Staples] Doucett, 6 Jun 1886 Taunton, Bristol MA (Jun 1886 in 1900 
census) – 1950 Tewksbury, Middlesex MA.  Married Earl Vaughn Doucett (b. 28 Sep 1884 
Newport NH, d. 1951 Tewksbury, Middlesex MA) on 13 Oct 1913 in Middleboro, Plymouth 
MA. Earl is age 28, b. Newport NH, shoe (?) worker, son of Harvey Doucett (b. New 
Brunswick, Canada) & Lucy E. Forsythe. Nellie is age 27, b. Taunton MA, daughter of Albert 
N. Staples & Ida J. Thorpe. First marriage for both; married by a clergyman. They name one 
of their sons Alden V. Doucett.  

• Harry Clifford Alden Staples, 14 Jan 1888 Taunton, Bristol MA MA (Jan 1888 in 1900 census) 
• Male Alden, 2 Dec 1889 Taunton, Bristol MA. Stillborn. 

 
 
Siblings of some sort: born to Ida Thorp 
 

• Joseph Henry [unknown birth name – Alden? Thorp?] Staples, 27 Nov 1890 Taunton, Bristol 
MA (27 Nov 1890 in 1900 census) – 25 Feb 1959 Braintree, Norfolk MA [or Dorcester MA]. 
SSN 025-01-1958. Cannot locate MA birth record but was married using the surname 
Staples & died as Staples. Married 13 Jun 1921 in Manhattan NY or 28 Jun 1921 in Bronx NY 
to Alice I. Kenrick (name on marriage record) who is listed as Remick in Joseph’s obituary & 
as Anstead on her Find A Grave record (1890-1965, F: 239233666). Registered for the WWI 
& WWII drafts with surname Staples. Joseph Staples is buried in Blue Hill Cemetery, 
Braintree, Norfolk MA. F; 239233665 

• Albert E. Thorp Staples, 15 Sep 1892 Taunton, Bristol MA. -  His birth surname is Thorp. Twin 
brother of William Franklin Thorp [Staples]. Their father is listed as “unknown” on their MA 
birth records. Albert embarks on an early life of crime. He is sentenced to the Lyman School 
for Boys in Sep 1907 after stealing a bicycle. He escapes & with another boy commits 
burglary & provides the stolen goods to his accomplice’s father. In Dec 1907, again in the 
Lyman School for Boys, he testifies at their trial. When he registers for the WWI draft on 5 
Jun 1917, he lists his birthdate as 15 Sep 1892 in Taunton MA. He is single, short in height, 
medium build & is employed at RISP. Does RISP stand for Rhode Island State Prison?  

• Benjamin Warren Thorp Staples, 19 Dec 1893 Taunton, Bristol MA (Dec 1893 in 1900 
census) – 19 Jan 1963 West Quincy, Norfolk MA. SSN 012-05-2970. On his MA birth record, 
his surname is listed as Thorp & his father unknown. However, the unknown father’s 
occupation is “drill operator” (the occupation of Albert Warren Staples in the 1900 census 
is “drill-straightener”) and Benjamin & Albert share the middle name Warren. His birth is 
labeled illegitimate. -  Husband of Anna C. Loven (1889-1957; she shares tombstone but 
does not have a Find A Grave record). Buried in Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree, Norfolk MA. 
F: 197058838 

 
Half-sibling: born to Ida Thorpe & 2nd husband, Alfred Staples 

• Mary Staples, b. & d. 8 Aug 1899 Taunton, Bristol MA. Stillborn. Died of “asphyxia 
neonatorum.” Buried in Mayflower Hill Cemetery, Taunton, Bristol MA. F: 107381374  

 
 
Notes:  
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This family is a challenge. It would seem – a “best guess” – that William fathered children 
by two “wives” simultaneously – but then also appears to have fathered Joan Frances 
LaFerriere.  
 
His mother had some children with 1st husband, Frederick Clinton Alden, then some who 
bore her Thorp maiden name to “unknown” fathers (or perhaps some of them were 
fathered by Albert Warren Staples?) and then at least one with Albert Staples. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4607691_00178?pId=4
14315 
 
William F. Staples married someone in 1917 in Waltham MA & in 1920 in Taunton, Bristol 
MA and someone in 1931 in Boston MA. 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
A married man, William F. Staples of Taunton MA, a molder by occupation, disappeared on 
23 Dec 1926. His wife was in Morton Hospital. 
 
1940 Taunton MA city directory 
Staples, Wm. F. (Arlene G.) laborer, resident at 24 Waverly 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Taunton, Bristol MA – 14 Danforth St. 
Frederick C. Alden, 31 MA, parents b. MA, painter 
Ida J., 25 MA, parents b. Ireland, house keeping [wife] 
Edward C., 3 MA 
Ida F., 1 MA 
& Mary Hinchey, 6 MA, parents b. MA, “nephew” crossed off 
 
1900 Taunton, Bristol MA – the children are all listed with the surname Staples 
Albert W. Staples, 53 MA, Mar 1847, parents b. MA, married 10 years, drill-straightener 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4607691_00178?pId=414315
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6224/images/4607691_00178?pId=414315
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Ida J., 44 MA, Feb 1856, parents b. MA, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living [the child 
number is questionable] 
Cordelia T., 15 MA, Sep 1884 
Nellie M., 13 MA, Jun 1886, at school 
Harry C., 12 MA, Jan 1888, at school 
Joseph H., 9 MA, Nov 1890 
William F., 7 MA, Sep 1892 
Albert E., 7 MA, Sep 1892 
Benjamin W., 6 MA, Dec 1893 
& father Benjamin F. Staples, 86 MA, Oct 1813, parents b. MA, widowed 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Taunton, Bristol MA – 4th St. – boarding with his future wife Arlene & her parents 
William Staples, 27 MA, parents b. MA, no occupation, boarder with: 
Arthur [Arthyr] Macomber, 49 MA, parents b. MA, machinist, copper works 
Maud Macomber, 56 Canada, parents b. Scotland [wife] 
Ilene Macomber, 20 MA, father b. MA, mother b. Scotland [daughter] 
Alexander Macdonald, 40 Canada, parents b. Canada, no occupation [boarder]  
 
1930 Boston, Suffolk MA – 1276 Monroe St. – some discrepancies in this record and he is 
apparently fathering children by Arlene Macomber at the same time – correct person? 
William F. Staples, 37 MA, parents b. MA, stove moulder, lumber camp, WWI veteran 
Madeline E., 27 MA, parents b. Canada [wife] 
Benjamin W., 36 MA, parents b. MA, rubber steel work, factory, WWI veteran [brother] 
William F. Jr., 2 NY 
Madeline E., zero MA 
 
1930 Taunton, Bristol MA – wife Arlene & daughter Shirley 
Arthur Macomber, 59 MA, parents b. MA, age 30 at 1st marriage, copper worker, copper 
works 
Bertha Macomber, 56 Canada, parents b. Canada, age 20 at 1 st marriage [wife] 
Eileen Staples, 29 MA, father b. MA, mother b. Canada, age 20 at 1 st marriage, married 
[daughter] 
Shirley Staples, 2 years 9  months MA, parents b. MA [granddaughter] 
 
Or is this correct? 
1930 Attleboro, Bristol MA – Bristol County Prison Camp 
William F. Staples, 37 MA, father b. MA, mother b. US, married, 1st married at age 27, 
prisoner  
 
1940 Taunton, Bristol MA – Waverly St. – same place in 1950 
William Staples, 48 MA, laborer, sewer project 
Arlene, 39 MA 
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Shirley, 12 MA 
Edward, 7 MA 
Beverly, 5 MA 
 
1940 Brockton, Plymouth MA - same place in 1935 
Madeline Staples, 38 MA, widowed, waitress, restaurant 
William, 12 MA 
Madeline, 10 MA 
 
1950 deceased 
 
 


