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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Staples, Stanley Fuller (Sr.) 
1899 MN – 1976 WI 
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Stanley Fuller Staples – left: “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – right: “Wausau (WI) 

Daily Herald” 24 Sep 1976 p 1 
 

 
 
 

Stanley Fuller Staples: University of Minnesota yearbook 1922 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13196403/person/-

109612515/media/f1224369-ef89-483c-a044-
10cc9c7b9e14?_phsrc=hFB58862&_phstart=successSource AND 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13196403/person/-109612515/media/f1224369-ef89-483c-a044-10cc9c7b9e14?_phsrc=hFB58862&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13196403/person/-109612515/media/f1224369-ef89-483c-a044-10cc9c7b9e14?_phsrc=hFB58862&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13196403/person/-109612515/media/f1224369-ef89-483c-a044-10cc9c7b9e14?_phsrc=hFB58862&_phstart=successSource


3 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/33046_b69234-
00235?pId=284095116  

 

    
Stanley Fuller Staples -  “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 8 Feb 1938 p 7 – elected NTSA president 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/33046_b69234-00235?pId=284095116
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/33046_b69234-00235?pId=284095116
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Sunday 7 Feb 1937 p 3 – Stanley Fuller Staples seated in front, 2nd from 

right - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1 

 

 
Pictured among Employers Mutuals officers – comptroller Stanley Fuller Staples – “Wausau (WI) 

Daily Herald” Friday 18 Sep 1936 p 7 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/812310800/?terms=%22j%20b%20norman%22&match=1
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 24 Sep 1976 p 4 

 



8 
 

 

 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 24 Sep 1976 p 15 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WW4V-LMMM 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WW4V-LMMM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QYQS-WS2M 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QYQS-WS2M
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“Wausau (WI) Daily News” Monday 14 Oct 1940 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/273048846/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Life: 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Saturday 25 Nov 1972 p 3 

 
Wife: 
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Wife Helen Katherine Schmitt Staples, at the University of Minnesota - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13196403/person/-109607988/media/ba0a9323-

013c-4562-9576-1917d70a9734 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13196403/person/-109607988/media/ba0a9323-013c-4562-9576-1917d70a9734
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13196403/person/-109607988/media/ba0a9323-013c-4562-9576-1917d70a9734
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Wedding of Stanley Fuller Staples & Helen Katherine Schmitt – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” 

Thursday 11 Jan 1923 p 8 
 
 



17 
 

 

 
Obituary of wife Helen K. Schmitt Staples – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Monday 13 May 1996 p 12 

 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of son Stanley Fuller Staples Jr. (1924-2006) “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 22 

Nov 2006 p 4 
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Stanley Fuller Staples Jr., from 1941 Wausau (WI) High School yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/13196403/person/272085898661/media/ee12fa67-ed55-4cfd-854f-66ee99d80abf 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Tuesday 21 Nov 2006 p 2 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Tuesday 12 Dec 2006 p 17 
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Birth of son John Harrison Staples (1927-2020)  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1164001:9196?tid=&pid=&queryId=4310ae30d09b41f9c7489b11920166ef&_phsrc=
hFB58870&_phstart=successSource  

 

 

 

 
 

John Harrison Staples – Wausau High School yearbook 1945  - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/378507094:1265 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1164001:9196?tid=&pid=&queryId=4310ae30d09b41f9c7489b11920166ef&_phsrc=hFB58870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1164001:9196?tid=&pid=&queryId=4310ae30d09b41f9c7489b11920166ef&_phsrc=hFB58870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1164001:9196?tid=&pid=&queryId=4310ae30d09b41f9c7489b11920166ef&_phsrc=hFB58870&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of son John Harrison Staples to Marilyn Ruth Hiser on 19 Sep 1953 in Seattle, King WA – 

“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Tuesday 22 Sep 1953 p 8 
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“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 15 Aug 1958 p 4 
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Wedding of John Harrison Staples & Marilyn Ruth Hiser - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1004714:2378  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1004714:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1004714:2378
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Obituary of John H. Staples’s mother-in-law Violet Hiser – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Monday 13 

Apr 1981 p 10 
 

 
“Kitsap (WA) Sun” Saturday 30 Jan 1982 p 7 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Lyle Stanley Staples – “Minneapolis Star” Friday 4 Nov 1938 p 27 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mabel A. Fuller Staples – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Friday 18 Jan 1957 p 9 
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“Minneapolis Star” Friday 11 Jan 1957 p 37 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary from “Minneapolis Star Tribune” 18 Feb 2002 of sister Mary Staples Kennedy (d. 2002) - 

https://www.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/2H3L004002002/ 
 
 

https://www.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/2H3L004002002/
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/twincities/name/kennedy-staples-obituary?pid=231628 
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Obituary of brother Charles Wade Staples (1907-1915), died at age 6 of burns – “Minneapolis Star 
Tribune” Saturday 8 May 1915 p 20 

 

 
“Minneapolis Journal” Friday 7 May 1915 p 17 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 6 May 1915 p 1 

 
 
 

 
902 Adams, Wausau WI - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/156769462/person/282120526976/media/514729f8-6b7d-4109-b6bc-
799e6a5398c6?_phsrc=hFB58861&_phstart=successSource 
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 `   
Name:  Stanley Fuller Staples (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - corporal 
Serial number:  250,059 (incoming passenger list: 250,718) 
Entered service from:  Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stanley F. Staples 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. L.S. Staples, 2103 Emerson Ave. S., Minneapolis MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Stanley F. Staples 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mable Staples, 2103 Emerson Ave. S., Minneapolis 
MN (cpl, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: 902 Adams St., Wausau WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: Box 150, Wausau WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Stanley Fuller Staples – b. 10 Jan 1899 Still Water 
[sic/Stillwater] MN; res: 902 Adams St., Wausau WI. NOK Mrs. S.F. Staples, same. Employed by 
Employer’s Mutuals [sic] Ins. Co., 407 Grant St., Wausau, Marathon WI. Card signed S.F. Staples. 
“wear glasses” – Height: 6- - 200 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  date not reported 
Discharged: date not reported 
Born: 10 Jan 1899 
Address:  4729 Colfax Ave., Minneapolis MN 
Rank/unit:    corporal, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 Jan 1899 Stillwater, Washington MN  
Died: 23 Sep 1976 Wausau, Marathon WI (Wausau hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 150273611 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Wausau, Marathon WI 
Cemetery:  Pine Grove 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Lyle Stanley Staples, 1873 Hudson, St. Croix WI – 4 Nov 1938. Son of Charles Augustus 
Staples & Frances Emeline Wilcox. Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Find A Grave:  61165746 
 
Mother: Mabel Anna Fuller Staples, 1879 Pepin, Pepin Co. WI – 10 Jan 1957 Minneapolis, Hennepin 
MN (heart attack while at luncheon in a Minneapolis restaurant). Daughter of Solomon & Mary A. 
Fuller. Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Find A Grave:  61165786 
Parents’ marriage:  6 Mar 1898 Hudson, St. Croix WI 
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Spouse:  Helen Katherine Schmitt Staples, 18 Jan 1898 Mankato, Blue Earth MN – 11 May 1996 
Wausau, Marathon WI. Daughter of Harrison A. Schmitt/Schmidt & Esther G. Grannis. Buried in 
Pine Grove Cemetery, Wausau, Marathon WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  150273628 
Marriage: 10 Jan 1923 Minneapolis, Hennepin Co. MN in Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church.  
 
Children: 

• Stanley Fuller Staples Jr., 27 May 1924 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 18 Nov 2006 Wausau, 
Marathon WI. SSN 395-14-3309. Married Mary Margaret Danielson in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN in 1921. Buried in Restlawn Memorial Park, Wausau, Marathon WI. F: 
175875036 

• John Harrison Staples, 27 Nov 1927 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 3 Sep 2020. Lieutenant 
colonel, US Army, Korea & Vietnam. Minister – referred to as Dr. Staples. When John 
registered for the WWII draft on 26 Nov 1945, he lived at 213 Chamberlin Hall, U of WI, 
Madison, where he was a student. -Husband of Marilyn Ruth Hiser. Marilyn was b. Dec 1932 
in Greenfield OH, the daughter of C.F. & Violet Hiser. John & Marilyn married in Seattle, King 
WA on 19 Sep 1953. Resident of Tacoma WA in Sep 1976 & of Port Townsend WA in Nov 
2006. Buried in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 216550181 

 
Siblings:  

• Mary Frances Staples Kennedy, 3 Jul 1905 Stillwater, Washington MN – 16 Feb 2002 
Bloomington, Hennepin MN. Wife of Alan McOuat Kennedy (1907-1993, F: 61165590). 
Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Stillwater, Washington MN. F: 61165498 

• Charles Wade Staples, 26 Mar 1907 Duluth, St. Louis MN – 7 May 1915 Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN. Died of burns at Eitel Hospital following the lighting of a pail of gasoline in 
the garage of his home.  Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 
61165854 

 
Notes:  
 
The brother of Helen Schmitt Staples was the father of Harrison Hagan Schmitt, b. 3 Jul 1935, who 
is the most recent living person (as of Jan 2023) to have walked on the moon. He was the first 
scientist-astronaut who went to the moon on the Apollo 17 mission. His uncle & aunt, Stanley & 
Helen Staples, watched the launch in Dec 1972. Harrison Schmitt then served in the US Senate 
from New Mexico from 1976-1982. He claims he took the famous “Blue Marble” photograph of 
Earth from space. He was the 12th person to walk on the moon.  
 
There are hundreds of articles on Newspapers.com found by searching “Stanley F. Staples” or 
“S.F. Staples.”  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Minneapolis Star Tribune" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo, of 2103 Emerson Ave. S. 
 
Post-war: 
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"Wausau (WI) Daily Herald" 8 Feb 1938 p 7 – photo - 902 Adams St., Wausau, elected NTSA 
president at annual meeting in Chicago  
 
 
Long & valuable speech reported in "Wausau (WI) Daily Herald" Monday 14 Oct 1940 p 4  - copied 
above - sick bay a hole, took chocolates, etc. 
 
"Wausau (WI) Daily Herald" 3 Feb 1968 p 2 - in Milwaukee WI to meet 7 Feb 1968 with ship buddies 
at Legion-sponsored dinner. Vividly recalls the day of the sinking. Remembers casualty Charles E. 
Swanson, his company clerk & secretary to D.C. Everest. Was in chow line when ship jostled & 
listed. Was bumped & bruised on deck due to the list. Left Tuscania at 8 p.m. sliding down rope to 
"corvette class boat," landed in Larne & in sick bay a few days. Found out when he came to Wausau 
WI that the Fullerton family (lumber company operators) were from Larne, Ireland. 
 
Listed in “Who Was Who in America” – volume 7, 1977-1981 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald" 3 Jan 1972 p 4 - executive director Central Wausau Progress Inc.  
Missed the deck of the destroyer when he slid down rope, was fished from debris by Englishman. 
Born 10 Jan 1889 Stillwater, son of Mr. & Mrs. Lyle S. Staples. Attended public schools in Stillwater 
MN, Minneapolis MN, Duluth MN & attended the U of MN. Married Helen Schmitt 10 Jan 1923 in 
Minneapolis MN. Spent 18 months overseas, Tuscania survivor. Was salesman while in college for 
Long-Bell Lumber Co., then salesman & supervisor for Inland Steel. In 1933 became an Employers 
Insurance salesman in Minneapolis & moved to the Wausau WI home office in 1935. Retired 31 Mar 
1967 after 34 years. After retirement he taught management for International Cooperation 
Administration of the US Department of State. Held executive positions in American Management 
Association. Past president National Tuscania Survivors Association. Survived by wife & 2 sons. 
 
Social Security number: 392-07-8662 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stillwater, Washington MN – 1114 Third Ave. So. 
Lisle Staples, 27 WI, May 1873, father b. ME, mother b. NY, married 2 years, manager, tin shop 
Mable, 21 WI, May 1879, parents b. PA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
& servant Anna Manthay, 16 Germany, May 1884, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1886 
 
1910 Stanley is double-counted in the 1910 census 
 
1910 Duluth, St. Louis MN – 55th Ave. – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
Lyle S. Stanley, 36 WI, father b. ME, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 12 years, lumber 
estimator, lumber 
Mable Anna, 31 WI, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Stanley F., 11 MN 
Mary F., 5 MN 
Chas. W., 3 MN 
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1910 Stillwater, Washington MN – So. 2nd – conducted 19 May 1910 
Lyle Staples, 37 MN, parents b. ME, married 12 years, commercial traveler, machinery house (?) 
Mrs. Mabel, 32 MN, parents b. IL, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Stanley, 10 MN 
Mary, 6 MN 
George, 1 MN 
 
1920 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 2103 Emerson Ave. S. 
Lyle S. Staples, 46 WI, father b. ME, mother b. NY, salesman, leather beltery 
Mabel O., 40 WI, parents b. PA 
Stanly F., 20 MN 
Mary F., 14 MN 
Solomon Fuller, 77 PA, parents b. PA [father-in-law] 
Mary A. Fuller, 69 PA, father b. Ireland, mother b. PA [mother-in-law] 
 
1930 Cedar Rapids, Linn IA – conducted 11 Apr 1930 
Stanley F. Staples, 31 MN, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, commercial salesman, steel parts, 
WWI veteran 
Helen, 32 MN, father b. IA, mother b. MN, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Stanley, 5 MN 
John, 2 years 4 months MN  
& mother-in-law Esther M. Schmitt, 57 MN, widow, father b. NH, mother b. VT 
& sister-in-law Wilhelmina Schmitt, 15 MN, father b. IA, mother b. MN 
 
1940 Wausau, Marathon WI – 902 Fulton St. – same place in 1935 
Stanley Staples, 41 MN, vice president, Employers Mutual 
Helen, 42 MN 
Stanley Jr., 15 MN 
John, 12 MN 
& maid Frances Krause, 27 WI, single 
 
 


