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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Spiller, Jake Henry 
1893 IL – 1960 AZ 
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Jake Henry Spiller – poor-quality original - “Detroit (MI) Free Press” 9 Feb 1918 p 3 – (not indexed, 
found by serendipity) - https://www.newspapers.com/image/118575947/ 
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“Escanaba (MI) Morning Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401696_0461-

00225?pId=123186 
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AZ death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0242_02422343-
02315?pId=600021163 

 
 

 
Royal Oak MI city directory 1930 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/446573566:2469 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0242_02422343-02315?pId=600021163
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/0242_02422343-02315?pId=600021163
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/446573566:2469
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/446573566:2469
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ5Z-P8T2 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ5Z-P8T2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP24-MH3X 
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Obituary of Jake Henry Spiller – “Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Thursday 1 Dec 1960 p 14 

 

 
Obituary of Jake Henry Spiller – “Detroit (MI) Free Press” Saturday 3 Dec 1960 p 18 

 
Life: 
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Funeral director -  “Detroit Free Press” Saturday 31 Aug 1929 p 12 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 30 Mar 1930 p 45 
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 2 Nov 1930 p 40 
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Example of obituary mentioning J.H. Spiller Funeral Home – “Detroit Free Press” Monday 2 Nov 

1931 p 8 
 

 
[article continues] 
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 26 Nov 1933 p 13 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Saturday 12 Jan 1935 p 5 
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[article continues] 

“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 17 Nov 1935 p 29 
 

 
A rare use of his first name Jacob – “Mount Clemens (MI) Daily Monitor Leader” Thursday 16 Jun 

1941 p 11 
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Wife: 
 
 
 

 

 

 
MI marriage record – 16 May 1925 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-
00370?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1052776761 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-00370?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1052776761
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342249-00370?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1052776761
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 21 Apr 1935 p 38 
 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Monday 15 Mar 1937 p 5 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 16 Oct 1938 p 34 
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. 
Note that among the progressive dinner participants are Jake Henry Spiller & wife Grace 

Armbruster Spiller and Grace’s future husband, LeVerne Conover LeRoy & his wife Thelma Irene 
Parr – “Detroit Free Press” Sunday 15 Jan 1939 p 29 

 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 28 Mar 1943 p 38 

 
 

 
Again, the Spillers and the LeRoys attend the same party –  

“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 26 Oct 1947 p 39 
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 12 Dec 1948 p 51 

 
 

  
“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 14 Sep 1952 p 36 
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Obituary of his widow’s 2nd husband, LeVerne Conover LeRoy fails to mention Grace Armbruster 

Spiller LeRoy but mentions her 4 children – “Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Thursday 16 Jun 1977 p 11 
 
 

Children: 
 
 



19 
 

 

 

  
Marriage of daughter Patricia Joy Spiller (1926-2012) to Thomas William Wear on 15 May 1948 – 

“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 16 May 1948 p 38 
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earch.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=4405650&tid=&pid=&queryId=2451b89431239205aaed9d80fbc
ff928&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB58693&_phstart=successSource 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=91965713&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60872 

 
Upcoming wedding of daughter Shirley May Spiller (1928-2002) to Richard Glenn Hopkins (his 

father was Glenn Hopkins) on 4 Jun 1949 –“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 22 May 1949 p 52 
 

  

 
Engagement of Shirley May Spiller – “Detroit Free Press” Sunday 17 Apr 1949 p 34 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=91965713&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60872
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3693&h=91965713&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60872
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Wedding of Shirley May Spiller to Richard Glenn Hopkins – “Detroit Free Press” Sunday 5 Jun 1949 p 

39 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/41574837:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=8903407&pid=410072995666 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5079536:1144 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41574837:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=8903407&pid=410072995666
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41574837:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=8903407&pid=410072995666
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5079536:1144
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/7847819/person/170071063113/facts?_phsrc=hFB58695&_phstart=successSour

ce 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7053394:4394 
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obituary of Lewis Oscar Mullen, the husband of daughter Carol Sue Spiller (1932-2002) - 
https://www.dailycamera.com/2009/08/19/lewis-mullen-boulder-co-2/ 

 
 

 
daughter Grace Janice / Janice G. Spiller (1936-2020), Shrine of the Little Flower High School (Royal 

Oak MI) 1954 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1364652622:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phs

rc=hFB58653&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.dailycamera.com/2009/08/19/lewis-mullen-boulder-co-2/
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1364652622:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58653&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1364652622:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58653&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1364652622:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58653&_phstart=successSource
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Janice Spiller – Albion College 1958 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/322697364:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsr
c=hFB58654&_phstart=successSource 

 

obituary of George A. Helms – note the lack of his widow Grace Janice’s birth surname - 
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/grandrapids/name/george-helms-obituary?id=8328493 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/322697364:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58654&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/322697364:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58654&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/322697364:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0bca43969681f33210dc6be547976d5&_phsrc=hFB58654&_phstart=successSource
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Note the lack of mention of any Spiller family -  

https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/grandrapids/name/grace-helms-obituary?id=7424434 
 

Mother: 
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Margaret Ann (“Anna”) Cox Spiller - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/8903407/person/6108163443/media/c4b8920e-3f0f-4c11-a615-557ffe0d4c71 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/691624:61370?tid=&pid=&queryId=0df2283b4098fe634c4612238dbb5502&_phsrc=
hFB58675&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8903407/person/6108163443/media/c4b8920e-3f0f-4c11-a615-557ffe0d4c71
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8903407/person/6108163443/media/c4b8920e-3f0f-4c11-a615-557ffe0d4c71
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Brother Elbert Cecil Spiller (1888-1977) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/153792198/person/422032379309/media/94e97250-4723-4810-819e-34439fa71e9e 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/153792198/person/422032379309/media/94e97250-4723-4810-819e-34439fa71e9e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/153792198/person/422032379309/media/94e97250-4723-4810-819e-34439fa71e9e
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viewer/collection/1030/tree/153792198/person/422032487832/media/f34328b7-19ee-439c-aa72-
1da8d175d2d3?_phsrc=hFB58668&_phstart=successSource 

 
Obituary of Louise Mabel Treece Spiller Batty, who was married to Jake’s brother Elbert Cecil Spiller 

– “Vancouver (British Columbia, Canada) News-Herald” Tuesday 12 Jul 1955 p 3 
 
 



32 
 

 

 
MI death record of sister Ethel Claire Spiller Veach Bullington Schulz (1890-1975) –  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1517529:3171 
 

 

 
FL marriage to Walter H. Schulz on 29 Sep 1950 in Broward Co. FL - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900052899:61369 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1517529:3171
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Obituary of Robert Hayes Veach – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuesday 7 Aug 1945 p 22 

 
 

 
Major League Baseball player Robert Hayes (“Bobby”) Veach – 1st husband of Jake’s sister Ethel 

Claire Spiller - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Veach 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Veach
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2nd marriage of sister Ethel Claire Spiller Veach, to Clifton A. Burlington, on 3 Jun 1946 in Indiana -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4798698:60282?ssrc=pt&tid=153792198&pid=422032489796 

 

 
Brother George Robert Spiller (1892-1975) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/769348:3171 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/769348:3171
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/769348:3171
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Monday 7 Apr 1975 p 2 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Monday 7 Apr 1975 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Charles Edward Spiller (1895-1959) – “The Olympian” (Thurston WA) Monday 26 

Oct 1959 p 12 
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WA marriage record of brother Charles Edward Spiller - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1054505645:2378 
 
 

 
Marriage of Charles Edward Spiller to Madge Dolan – “Washington Standard” (Olympia WA) Friday 

20 Aug 1920 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1054505645:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1054505645:2378
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?? – “Detroit Free Press” Saturday 26 Jun 1937 p 5 

 
 

Half-sibling 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342088-
03076?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=3d17d01149c699c72549778e2f16f12a&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB58661&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1676219 
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WWII draft registration 3 Feb 1943 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/267378305:2238 
 

 
Find A Grave 104759203 

 
 
 

Funeral home: 
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The J.H. Spiller Funeral Home at 836 N. Main St., Royal Oak MI as of Oct 2022 – both photos from 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edward+Korkoian+Funeral+Home+%26+Spiller-
Spitler+Chapel/@42.4969147,-83.1446565,3a,75y,83.87h,92.55t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCje-

1tM6GyFu0nULRYmAWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824cf039b47a6fb:0x7ff76affd324ab
9!8m2!3d42.4969116!4d-83.1441693 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edward+Korkoian+Funeral+Home+%26+Spiller-Spitler+Chapel/@42.4969147,-83.1446565,3a,75y,83.87h,92.55t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCje-1tM6GyFu0nULRYmAWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824cf039b47a6fb:0x7ff76affd324ab9!8m2!3d42.4969116!4d-83.1441693
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edward+Korkoian+Funeral+Home+%26+Spiller-Spitler+Chapel/@42.4969147,-83.1446565,3a,75y,83.87h,92.55t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCje-1tM6GyFu0nULRYmAWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824cf039b47a6fb:0x7ff76affd324ab9!8m2!3d42.4969116!4d-83.1441693
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edward+Korkoian+Funeral+Home+%26+Spiller-Spitler+Chapel/@42.4969147,-83.1446565,3a,75y,83.87h,92.55t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCje-1tM6GyFu0nULRYmAWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824cf039b47a6fb:0x7ff76affd324ab9!8m2!3d42.4969116!4d-83.1441693
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Edward+Korkoian+Funeral+Home+%26+Spiller-Spitler+Chapel/@42.4969147,-83.1446565,3a,75y,83.87h,92.55t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sCje-1tM6GyFu0nULRYmAWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824cf039b47a6fb:0x7ff76affd324ab9!8m2!3d42.4969116!4d-83.1441693
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From the Edward Korkoian Funeral Home website - https://www.ekfh.net/ 

 
 
 

 
    
 
 
Name: Jake Henry Spiller  
Name variations:  early records use the name Jacob  - J.H. Spiller – J. Henry Spiller 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Sanitary #2 – private 1st class 
Serial number:  18,215 
Entered service from: Detroit, Wayne MI  
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jake H. Spiller 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Robert Veach, 32 Sterling Ave., Detroit MI 
Returned from war on: "Mercury" Jun 1919   
Sailed on return ship as: Jake H. Spiller 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Ethel Veach, 52 Sterling Ave., Detroit MI (PFC, 
Sanitary Squad 36) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Jake Henry Spiller - b. 14 Sep 1893 Marion IL; res: 52 
Sterling Ave., Detroit MI. Single. Machinist, Kelsey Wheel Co., Detroit MI. Tall, medium build. 
Registered late – on 6 Jun 1917 – one day after the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 836 N. Main St., Royal Oak, Oakland MI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Jake Henry Spiller - b. 14 Sep 1893 Marion IL; res: 
836 N. Main St., Royal Oak MI. NOK Mrs. Ethel Veach, 2529 Ivanhoe, Detroit MI. Self-employed at 
8i36 N. Main. Signed card J.H. Spiller. Height: 5’9 ½” – 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  15 Jul 1919 
Address:  503 N. Main St., Royal Oak MI 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Sanitary Squad 36, Medical Department 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Sep 1893 Marion, Williamson IL  
Died: 30 Nov 1960 Tucson, Pima AZ (at his home, 600 W. Orange Grove Blvd., Tucson, of coronary 
thrombosis)  
Find A Grave record:  248379418 [cemetery information taken from veteran tombstone 
application & AZ death certificate – record created 15 Jan 2023] 
Burial location:  Royal Oak, Oakland MI 
Cemetery:  Oakview 
Tombstone: tombstone application: veteran flat: Michigan PFC Med Dept San Squad 36  
 
Father:  Robert Willis (“Bob”) Spiller, 7 Nov 1860 Bainbridge, Williamson IL – 8 Feb 1897 
Ravenden Springs, Randolph AR. Son of Ethelbert (Elbert) Claiborn Spiller (1814-1863, F: 
25647759) & Elizabeth Hundley (1822-1901, F: 25647791). 
Find A Grave:   
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/153792198/person/422032487810/facts 
 
Mother: Margaret Ann (“Anna”) Cox Spiller Cornell, reverted to Spiller, 6 Feb 1866 Marion, 
Williamson IL – 29 Jul 1939 Detroit, Wayne MI. Daughter of George Washington Cox (1837-
1889) & Amelia Narcissa Vancil, later Murphy (1840-1925). 
In 1901, Annie Spiller married William A. Cornell. Their son, William A. Cornell, was born in 
1904. In the 1910 census, “Jackson” Cornell, wife Anna & son Willie live in Herrin, 
Williamson IL. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/153792198/person/422032487810/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/153792198/person/422032487810/facts
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In the 1930 Royal Oak MI city directory, Anna Spiller, widow of Robert, lived at 1712 
Woodsboro Dr.  
Buried in White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery, Troy, Oakland MI 
Find A Grave:  143385368 
Parents’ marriage:  5 Jan 1888 Williamson Co. IL 
 
Spouse: Grace Mildred Armbruster Spiller LeRoy, 7 Jul 1901 Detroit, Wayne MI – 20 Feb 
1982 Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA. SSN 375-46-1815. Daughter of Edward C. 
Armbruster & Estelle M. Ball. 
Later married to LeVerne Conover LeRoy Sr. LeVerne was born 30 or 31 Jul 1889 in Ovid Township, 
Branch MI & died 23 May 1977 in Santa Barbara Co. CA. He was the son of R.A. LeRoy & Ida Carlotta 
Conover. He had been married on 1 Apr 1918 to Thelma Irene Parr (1896-1959). LeVerne & Grace 
lived in AZ for 12 years before moving to Santa Barbara CA in 1975.  LeVerne is buried in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Coldwater, Branch MI, F: 83096260. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 16 May 1925 Oakland Co. MI 
 
Children: 

• Patricia Joy Spiller Wear, 26 Nov 1926 MI – 17 Mar 2012. SSN 372-22-3943. Married Thomas 
William Wear on 15 May 1948 in Royal Oak, Oakeland MI MI. Mrs. Thomas W. Wear. 
Resident of Royal Oak IL/MI in Nov 1960 when her father Jake died. Resident of Santa 
Barbara CA in May 1977 when her stepfather LeVerne LeRoy died. 

• Shirley May Spiller Hopkins Spangenberg, reverted to Hopkins, 4 Oct 1928 Detroit, Wayne 
MI – 20 Jun 2002 Pocatello, Bannock ID. Married 4 Jun 1949 to Richard Glenn Hopkins in 
Royal Oak MI. Mrs. Shirley Hopkins was a resident of Chula Vista CA in Nov 1960 when her 
father Jake died & resident of Seal Beach CA in May 1977 when her stepfather LeVerne 
LeRoy died. – Married 10 Feb 1961 in San Diego Co. CA to Harold Frederick Spangenberg 
(1932 NY – 2020 CA, F: 215813057), the 2nd of his 3 wives. They divorced Sep 1967 in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA. – Held a Ph.D. degree.  

• Carol Sue Spiller Mullen, 12 Oct 1932 Royal Oak, Oakland MI – 8 Aug 2002 Boulder, Boulder 
CO. SSN 522-54-9829. Was attending the U of CO in Jan 1952 (“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 
6 Jan 1952 p 48 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/97498467/?terms=%22carol%20sue%20spiller%22
&match=1. Listed as Mrs. Lewis MULLER of Boulder CO in Nov 1960 when her father Jake 
died & as Mrs. Lewis MULLEN of Boulder CO in May 1977 when her stepfather LeVerne 
LeRoy died. – Married Lewis Oscar Mullen (1926 IN – 2009 CO) on 29 Dec 1953 in Royal Oak, 
Oakland MI.  

• Grace Janice (“Jan”) Spiller Helms, 26 Nov 1936 MI – 25 Dec 2020 Alma, Gratiot MI. 
Resident of Royal Oak IL/MI in Nov 1960 when her father Jake died & of Grand Rapids MI in 
May 1977 when her stepfather LeVerne LeRoy died. Married on 9 Aug 1958 to George A. 
Helms (1935-2020). In the 1960 Royal Oaks MI city directory, George A. & Janice G. Helms, 
he an engineer for Chrysler (Warren), reside at 401 N. Stephenson Highway. She is buried in 
Blaine Township Cemetery, Blaine Township, Benzie MI. F: 227488192 

 
 
Siblings:  
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• Elbert Cecil Spiller, 31 Oct 1888 Herrin, Williamson IL – 18 Aug 1977 Penticton, Okanagan-
Similkameen Regional District, British Columbia, Canada. Listed as Albert Spiller of 
Pentecton, Canada, when his brother Jake died in Nov 1960. On 11 May 1911 Elbert married 
Louise Mabel Treece (1890-1955) in Marion, Williamson IL. She later married William 
Clement Batty (1890-1968) circa 1949. – Elbert was also married to Edith May Ellergodt 
(1914-1999, F: 159033001, who was born & died in Canada). Was the City of Penticton 
superintendent. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Penticton, Okanagan-Similkameen Regional 
District, British Columbia, Canada. F: 159033002 

• Ethel Claire/Clara Spiller Veach Bullington Schulz, 19 Feb 1890 Williamson Co. IL – 26 Sep 
1975 Dearborn Heights, Wayne MI. Jake’s WWI next-of-kin. She was married in 1910 in 
Jackson Co. IL to Major League Baseball player Robert Hayes (Bobby) Veach (29 Jun 1888 
Island, McLean KY – 7 Aug 1945 Detroit, Wayne MI, F: 14323411). He played professional 
baseball as an outfielder for 14 years, for the Detroit Tigers, Boston Red Sox, New York 
Yankees & Washington Senators. He had a lifetime batting average of .310, with 2,063 
career hits. He was the son of Mark Veach & Sarah Ann Simms.– Widowed, Ethel Veach 
married Clifton Ammon Bullington (1898-1969, F: 91539977) on 3 Jun 1946 in IN. -  Ethel 
Veach married Walter H. Schulz on 22 Sep 1950 in Broward Co. FL. - Listed as Mrs. Ethel 
Schulz of Detroit MI in Jake’s Nov 1960 obituary. Ethel Schulz is buried in White Chapel 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Troy, Oakland MI. F: 143385289 

• George Robert Spiller, 11 Nov 1892 (tombstone) or 11 Nov 1891 Herrin, Williamson IL – 5 
Apr 1975 Lapeer, Lapeer MI. Married on 1 Sep 1923 to Helen Woolard (1908-1995, F: 
27173552). Resident of Detroit MI when his brother Jake died in Nov 1960. Buried in Lyon 
Township Cemetery, Yale, St. Clair MI. F: 278173551 

• Charles Edward Spiller, 9 Oct 1895 Carterville, Williamson IL – 24 Oct 1959 Olympia, 
Thurston WA. On 18 Aug 1920, 24-year-old Chas. Ed. Spiller married 17-year-old Madge 
Kathryn Dolan (1903-1974, F: 37782815) in Olympia, Thurston WA; the officiant was a 
Roman Catholic priest. They had 4 children.  Buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, 
Tumwater, Thurston WA. F: 37782735 

 
Half-brother: son of his mother’s 2nd marriage, to William A. Cornell 

• William A. Cornell, 1904 Herrin, Williamson IL – 25 Jan 1996 Palatka, Putnam FL. Resident 
of Orlando FL when his brother [half-brother actually] Jake died in Nov 1960. He lived in 
Orlando FL until moving to Putnam Co. FL 20 years prior to his death. Also lived in 
Interlachen FL & San Mateo FL. US Navy veteran. Survived by wife Phyllis H. Cornell (of 66 
years0. Buried in Palatka Memorial Gardens, Palatka, Putnam FL. F: 104759203 
 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Family tree at: https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LDL2-1RG 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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Post-war: 
 
In the 1922 Detroit MI city directory, Jacob Spiller, student, resided at 2529 Michigan Ave. 
 
In the 1924 Royal Oak MI city directory, Jacob H. Spiller, undertaker, resided at 503 N. 
Main. 
 
Started the J.H. Spiller Funeral Home in Royal Oak MI in 1924, now the Edward Korkoian Funeral 
Home (ekfh.net). Located at 836 N. Main St., Royal Oak MI. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Arizona Daily Sun" 1 Dec 1960 p 14 - age 67, d. at home 600 W. Orange Grove Rd., Tucson AZ, 
winter visitor from Marion IL, survived by wife Grace & 4 daughters: Mrs. Thomas W. Wear (Royal 
Oak IL/sic], Mrs. George Helms (Royal Oak IL/sic), Mrs. Lewis Muller (Boulder CO), Mrs. Shirley 
Hopkins (Chula Vista CA) & 3 brothers: George (Detroit), Albert (Pentecton, Canada), William 
(Orlando FL) & sister Mrs. Ethel Schulz, Detroit MI, body sent to Royal Oak MI 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Herrin’s Prairie, Williamson IL – West Rd. 
Anna Spiller, 35 IL, Feb 1865, parents b. IL, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living, 
boarding house keeper 
Elbert, 11 IL, Oct 1888 
Ethel, 10 IL, Feb 1890 
George, 8 IL, Nov 1891 
Jacob, 6 IL, Sep 1893 
Charles, 4 IL, Oct 1895 
& 8 male boarders & a female servant 
[for the Spiller children: both parents b. IL] 
 
1910 Harrisburg, Saline IL 
Jacob Spiller, 16 IL, parents b. IL, single, servant, laborer, farm hand 
Living with Adolph (26 IL) & Minnie (26 IL) Smith & their 4-year-old son Lawrence, b. IL 
 
1910 Herrin, Williamson IL – his mother, stepfather & half-brother 
Jackson Cornell, 48 IL, parents b. US, in 2nd marriage, married 15 years [?], laborer, team 
driver 
Mrs. Anna Cornell, 45 IL, parents b. IL, in 2nd marriage [wife] 
Willie Cornell, 5 IL, parents b. IL [son] 
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1920 Wayne Co. MI – 52 Sterling [the address used in 1917 when Jake registered for the 
WWI draft] – living with his sister Ethel Spiller Veach & her family 
Robert Veach, 31 KY, parents b. KY, ball player, Detroit Americans 
Ethel Veach, 29 IL, parents b. IL [wife] 
Clifton Veach, 8 IL [son] 
Edward Veach, 5 IL [son] 
Walter Veach, 3 IL [son] 
Mark Veach, zero IL [son] 
Jake Spiller, 26 IL, parents b. IL, mechanic, automobile [brother-in-law] 
Ruby Cox, 23 IL, parents b. IL, servant, private family [servant] 
 
1930 Royal Oak, Oakland MI 
Jacob Spiller [indexed as Shiller], 36 IL, parents b. IL, age 31 at 1st marriage, undertaker, 
WWI veteran 
Grace, 28 MI, father b. US, mother b. MI, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Patricia J., 3 years 6 months MI 
Shirley M., 2 years 6 months MI 
& mother Anna Spiller, 65 IL, parents b. IL, widow 
 
1940 Royal Oak, Oakland MI – 836 N. Main - same house in 1935 [this is also his funeral 
home’s address] 
J.H. Spiller, 46 IL, undertaker 
Grace M., 38 MI 
Patricia J., 13 MI 
Shirley M., 11 MI 
Carol S., 7 MI 
Janice G., 3 MI 
 
1950 Clawson, Oakland MI – 705 Hendrickson 
Jake H. Spiller, 56 IL, mortician, funeral director 
Grace, 48 MI 
Carol, 17 MI 
Jamie, 13 MI 
The next census entry is for Jake’s married daughter Patricia Spiller: 
Thomas Wear, 26 MI, delivers poles on truck, telephone [at same address] 
Patricia Wear, 22 MI, stenographer, city hall 
 


